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AAron selected by the 
nAtionAl citizen service

We are extremely proud of Aaron in Year 12 who has been selected to join the National Citizen 
Service (NCS), Youth Board. The NCS brings together young people from different backgrounds and 
helps them develop greater confidence, self-awareness and responsibility. It encourages personal 
and social development by working on skills like leadership, teamwork and communication.

Very few 15-17 year olds have been selected across the country. Aaron will be involved in regular 
meetings to discuss how to improve the service and will visit schools regionally and nationally 
promoting and recruiting. He will also be doing lots of volunteering, one of  his biggest challenges 
will be arranging a social action day for the Youth Board members.
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week the Department of Education has published the outcomes for all schools within the 
country. I am pleased to announce that the outcomes achieved by pupils and teachers will 
ensure the school remains one of the highest performing in the country. It will also rank the 

school as the second highest performing in York. The outcomes this year are very impressive and our 
pupils, teachers and parents should be so very proud. I believe it is testament to the dedication of 
my colleagues that we have sought to remain true to our ethos, of great merit, but have also ensured 
that our belief in developing character, the moral qualities that define an individual and maintaining 
our commitment to value, the principles or standards of conduct we work to; our judgment of what 
is important in life, by ensuring they hold equal importance and continue to be the foundation upon 

which we believe a good education is built. 

On Thursday, we also welcomed pupils and parents from Year 11 and 10, from several schools, to our Sixth Form 
Open Evening. It was a real pleasure to see so many attending but also to see our pupils so very excited about the 
many options available to them on the evening. It is an exciting time when, for the first time, you start to consider 
the subjects that will form the basis of the next phase of your education and we are so very fortunate to have such 
wonderful pupils who are so keen to continue their studies here. I am also pleased, again from the Department of 
Education, to see that 99% of pupils continued in further education, be it Sixth Form or an apprenticeship. It really is 
testament that pupils received the correct independent advice and guidance, that so many have sought to continue 
their education.

Finally, it has been our numeracy week. A great opportunity through forms and subjects to celebrate the joy of 
numbers and how they are fundamental to our understanding and the world we live in. So with the numbers theme 
running through the week, I thought it would be good to share a few reasons why numbers are both important and 
very interesting. 

When Albert Einstein finally completed his general theory of relativity in 1916, he looked down at the equations 
and discovered an unexpected message: the universe is expanding. Einstein didn’t believe the physical universe 
could shrink or grow, so he ignored what the numbers in the equations were telling him. Thirteen years later, Edwin 
Hubble found clear evidence of the universe’s expansion. Einstein had missed the opportunity to make the most 
dramatic scientific prediction in history. The prescience of mathematics seems no less miraculous today.  

Six key numbers, thought to have special significance in the 'Big Bang' theory of the creation of the universe, 
determine the essential features of the world in which we live. If one were to alter any of these numbers by the 
smallest fraction, then a universe that could sustain stars, galaxies and conscious life would then become impossible. 
The best concise explanation of these recent discoveries can be found in Astronomer Royal Sir Martin Rees's book 
Just Six Numbers. 

Prime numbers (2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13 and so on ...) are divisible only by themselves and the number one. The largest prime 
number yet discovered has 2,098,960 digits.  

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

house enrichment dAy october 2018 - the results

1st - WArrendAle

2nd - Kirby underdAle

3rd - thixendAle

4th - GreAt GivendAle

5th - millinGton dAle
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This week has been particularly busy in Lower School.  Lower 
School pupils worked together in their forms to solve a series 
of numeracy-based games and activities as part of ‘Numeracy 

Week’.  The purpose of ‘Numeracy Week’ is to help pupils of all ages 
to understand the importance of having excellent numeracy skills, to 
understand the wide variety of uses that good numeracy can be put to 
in life, and spotting numeracy in our every day lives. 

At the end of the week, each form was  awarded a certificate in recognition of their 
effort and achievement. Of course, they could not have done this without your 
support and I would like to thank parents for ensuring that pupils practice numeracy 
skills regularly.  Using mental arithmetic to calculate totals whilst shopping, practising 
times tables or simply counting around the house are excellent ways to practise these 
skills on a daily basis. 

In addition, over the next few weeks our Lower School pupils will be sitting the first 
of a regular series of literacy and numeracy skill tests, with Year 7 having completed 
theirs this week.  These tests are adapted to the strengths and needs of each pupil, 
and will help us to better understand what support your child needs in both areas.  
Year 8 pupils will be sitting their literacy and numeracy tests next week, with Year 9 
sitting theirs during the week beginning Monday 26th November. 

loWer school  
WeeKly AWArds

GreAt merit AWArds

yeAr 7: JessicA o’rourKe

yeAr 8: roWAn stride 

yeAr 9: JessicA hArdcAstle 

GreAt chArActer AWArds

yeAr 7: evie WAlton

yeAr 8: henry Whiley 

yeAr 9: AmeliA becK

GreAt vAlue AWArds

yeAr 7: PhilliPA Addy 

yeAr 8: Phoebe-soPhie Wood

yeAr 9: bonnie mcleAn 

Form oF the WeeK AWArd

yeAr 7: 7ecr 

yeAr 8: 8KsF

yeAr 9: 9lmd

loWer school

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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This week I have had the pleasure of meeting with many Year 11 pupils as we start our IAG meetings 
to provide individual independent advice and guidance as they look ahead to their futures and 
start planning their next steps after their Year 11 studies.  I have been amazed by the huge variety 

of careers they are already thinking about and we have had some good discussions on which route into 
their career might suit them best, whether it be apprenticeships, university courses or employment 
schemes.  It has been delightful to hear about their work experience placements at the end of the 
Summer Term and I have already had several businesses contact me directly to say how impressed they 
have been with our young people and how motivated they were to get involved.

Following our successful Study Skills Evening last week, we held our Sixth Form Open Evening this week where pupils 
were able to speak to teachers and Sixth Form students to find out about our large range of subjects being offered 
this year.  From my point of view, this is always a lovely evening as you see pupils really start to embrace the decisions 
ahead of them and become excited and animated about what they would like to do at the end of Year 11.

As pupils start to prepare for the mock exams in January, it is essential that they start by putting together a revision 
plan.  This enables them to balance their workload and ensure they are making time to relax and switch off from their 
studies which is hugely important.  The partnership between home and school is vital during this time so that we can 
fully support our young people, particularly as so many of them are totally focused on what they want to do in the 
future.  Please contact Mrs Wright in the first instance should you have any concerns.

 

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

AttendAnce, Achievement & 
cAre co-ordinAtors

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS K MiLne

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

MS a LongStaff
Head of upper ScHooL

uPPer school
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Inspiring a Lifelong Love of Learning

leArninG PArtnershiP teAchinG school AlliAnce
After much organising and planning of future courses and opportunities over the last half term, we are pleased to 
report that we held our very first Teaching School training event last week – a full day emergency first aid course 
– delivered in association with the PulseRate Group. The event was run in our new Training Room at Woldgate and 
attended by a range of teaching and support staff. It was an educational but fun day which upskilled trainees on 
many areas of first aid, from dealing with cuts and burns to CPR and use of our defibrillator. All ‘trainees’ passed 
the qualification and felt that their confidence in dealing with emergencies had greatly increased. One of our staff 
reported back, “It was excellent – extremely informative and kept your attention all the time. A good mix of theory 
and practical – I thoroughly enjoyed it.” We are expecting to offer the course again in the future, so do get in touch if 
you think having a QA Level 3 Emergency First Aid Certificate could benefit you in your work or hobby and would like 
to know more.

Next Thursday, 22nd November, we will be hosting our first large-scale, a regional TeachMeet for colleagues from York 
and the East Riding. It will provide an excellent opportunity to celebrate great teaching and to share all of the ideas 
and resources we have developed with our Woldgate colleagues and those from other primary and secondary schools. 
This CPD event aims to share best practice in an exciting and informal gathering, where staff will choose sessions 
to attend on the night from a wide range on offer. The idea is to exchange a variety of great teaching and learning 
strategies that can be easily adopted in classrooms across the age and subject range. Refreshments will be served and 
we will start in the Main Hall at 4pm, to finish at 6pm. All primary and secondary colleagues are welcome to join us.

Ms I Grant

Deputy Headteacher

Please get in touch at reception@learningpartnership.education if you’d like more information about 

either of these events or the Teaching School in general.
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It was an absolute pleasure to welcome Year 11 pupils to our Sixth Form Open Evening last night, 
and it was wonderful to see so many young people and their parents as pupils begin the process of 
selecting the courses that will help them to achieve their life goals. I am incredibly proud of our Sixth 

Form, and in particular our wonderful students. It was lovely to speak to parents last night about how 
brilliant their Sixth Form guides had been and what an asset to the school they are. I firmly believe 
our Sixth Form students are best-placed to share their experience of studying at Woldgate and they 
certainly did a fantastic job. 

As a Sixth Form performing in the top 10% of Sixth Forms and Colleges nationally, it is important to 
me that as well as achieving excellent results, we invest in the whole person. Our confident, articulate, intelligent 
and well-mannered Sixth Formers are testament to that work.  

Over the next few weeks, we will continue to support Year 11 pupils in making choices around subjects and courses 
for next year. All pupils will have a one-to-one Independent Advice and Guidance (IAG) interview and I look forward 
to giving pupils the opportunity to experience Sixth Form life and lessons on our Taster Day, which takes place on 
29th November.

mAtch rePort by JAmes cArdy

WoldGAte sixth Form vs scArborouGh 
After an impressive start to this season, Woldgate were looking to continue their unbeaten start against bot-
tom-of-the-league Scarborough, knowing that a victory would really solidify their title challenge.

The game started fairly even, with both teams having chances early on, but within twenty minutes Alex 
Pilkington assisted Adam Webster, who pulled off a clever finish to put Woldgate 1-0 up. They continued to 
play very well for the rest of the half, with Webster getting his second goal with a skilful lob from twenty yards 
to ensure the home side went into half time by far the better side.

The second half really showed the gulf in quality between the two sides as Webster completed his hat-trick 
with a header straight from a perfectly-placed corner, and then he made sure he'd be leaving with the Man 
of The Match award as he slotted away a penalty not long after, getting his fourth of the game. There were 
various notable performances for Woldgate,with Captain Owen Jones and Nick Courtney both having a 
dominant showing in the midfield, and the new three at the back formation also being very impressive. 

Pilkington scored the rebound from a missed penalty with the last kick of the game to make it 5-0 and to top 
off what was a great performance for a Woldgate side who are already eyeing a strong title challenge this 
season.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

sixth Form colleGe Mrs Lawson Writes:



MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion

Last Thursday we had the Year 11 Study Skills Evening when pupils had the opportunity to prepare for the 
coming Mocks and GCSEs.  Having been through the process as Head of Year 11, I know how important 
it is to start the discussions early.  I had the task of leading one of the sessions which focussed on 

encouraging parents and carers to talk to their young people about the coming pressures over the next few 
weeks and months.  

We understand that talking to some young people about school can be difficult; 
long gone are the days when they came running home from school wanting 
to tell you all about how their day had been.  At best some parents only get a 
monosyllabic answer to the question “Have you had a good day?”
Persisting with dialogue is important at all ages, however.  Parents and carers 
who are actively involved in pupils’ school lives can make a huge difference to the 
outcomes.  We are grateful to those parents who have recently become involved 
in the History and Geography homework brought into school and I am sure that 
they have enjoyed making the shields, swords and temples too!
Part of the conversations which we encourage are about what motivates pupils 
and also identifying potential barriers.  Often what pupils perceive as major 
obstacles can be resolved without too much upheaval, such as creating a quiet 
place where pupils can complete homework or just helping them become more 
organised.

We always like to recognise that pupils’ successes in whatever area are a joint 
effort between parents, pupils and school; so thank you and keep up the good 
work!

heAdteAcher’s 
AWArd

yeAr 7
michAel dunhAm

yeAr 8
chArlotte Anderson    

roWAn smithson 
mAisy scAiFe    
ben roscoe   

corry thornton    
GeorGinA dAWson   

yeAr 10
mAttheW WilKinson  
emily PAlFreymAn

yeAr 11
thomAs Wootton 

AlFie stArK   

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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