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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Congratulations!
Isla McDaID

GraDe 1 sInGInG

DIsTIncTIOn

Last Friday, 30th June, our Year 13s 
came together to celebrate the 
completion of their time at Wold-
gate School and Sixth Form College, 
and to have an opportunity to say 
goodbye to the staff and fellow 
students who have been a part of 
that journey with them. It was such 
a wonderful evening, and I was very 
proud to be part of it. The Senior 
Prefect team did an amazing job of 
organising the event, and the venue 
and the students looked absolutely 

stunning (even in the rain!). As I 
looked around the room during the 
course of the evening, I was struck 
by the sense of community, cama-
raderie and companionship which I 
feel has really summed up this year 
group. As a small Sixth Form, we are 
very privileged to be able to grow 
together over the two years and I 
know that the friendships that have 
been fostered in that time have 
helped to shape our young people 
as they begin the next part of their 

journey. Sixth Form is 
really a microcosm of society, and 
as we say goodbye to our Year 13 
students I have absolute confidence 
that they are ready for the next 
chapter of their lives: I have seen 
them flourish in their time here, as 
they have learnt about themselves 
and grown closer to the type of 
person they want to be. 
 
continued on page 10
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

I would like to thank students, parents and colleagues for an excellent Sixth Form Prom at the York 
Pavilion last Friday evening. The Sixth Form students looked amazing in their suits and dresses and 
the atmosphere was superb. It was also wonderful to be joined by so many colleagues to celebrate 

this key moment in our young people’s lives, as they leave Sixth Form and take that next crucial step 
on their journey. We should be so very proud of these young people, after seven years at Woldgate 
School and Sixth Form College; we are so very fortunate to have such a great Sixth Form. It was a joy 
to see your children (our students) come together in friendship to enjoy an evening together before 
they depart to start the next stage of their lives. It is truly remarkable to reflect on how our children 
change so quickly and how time seems to fly by. For colleagues, it was also joyous to mark the event, 

but also sad, as they reflected on a seven year journey and how they would miss the students in September. Seven 
years is a long time, but especially when you’re seventeen or eighteen; it is a significant part of your life and I do 
hope our young people will look back on their time at our school with real pride and joy.

As our Summer Soirée approaches, we will also be welcoming back former pupils and students who have gone on 
to great success in their chosen careers. Pianist Manny Vass with a number one selling album in the classical charts, 
alongside his status as a senior lecturer and public speaker, has worked his way to the top of the music industry. 
He grew up in the village of Melbourne and attended Woldgate School, before studying at the Royal Northern 
College of Music in Manchester as a Leverhulme Scholar. Since graduating, he has performed for the Prince of 
Monaco and broadcast on BBC Radios 2, 3, 6music, Scotland, and World Service, as well as ClassicFM, France 2, and 
ViaSat Explore (Scandinavia and Eastern Europe). His first album, From Bach to Bond, earned him the title of ‘One to 
Watch’ from the Independent newspaper, and the coveted BBC Music magazine Rising Star nomination. Following 
a crowdfunding campaign that hit its target in under five days, his second album, Sonic Waves reached number 1 in 
the official UK specialist classical charts, and spent a month in the top 10.

Katie Wood also attended Woldgate School and thoroughly enjoyed playing numerous roles in the annual School 
Musicals, with a memorable turn as Sister Sarah Brown in “Guy n Dolls”. Katie attended the Royal Northern College of 
Music and studied under renowned Mezzo–Soprano Louise Winter. During her studies at the RNCM, Katie performed 
the role of Dodo in The Merry Widow, sung Beethoven’s 9th Symphony at The Bridgewater Hall conducted by Mark 
Shanahan, and performed at The London Barbican with The Academy of Ancient Music. Katie has sung with The 
Halle Orchestra in a concert of Verdi Choruses also conducted by Sir Mark Elder.

Since graduating, Katie has worked back here in Yorkshire as the guest soprano for Stuart Nettleship’s Battle of 
Stamford Bridge Cantata in Pocklington All Saints Church and also Nettleship’s Te Deum. Recently, Katie has also 
been put forward by the Head of Vocals, Lynne Dawson, at The RNCM, for a job at The Wycombe Abbey Interna-
tional School in Changzhou as a vocal teacher.

So, as former and existing pupils are joined by children from our partner primary schools (and if the sun shines) we 
are looking forward to a ‘party in the park’ atmosphere. So please do join us, bring a blanket, chair and picnic, and 
enjoy a great evening of music, drama and dance.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Key DateS
 2017

Summer term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

autumn term

6th September - 27th october

6th novermber - 21St december

2018

SPring term 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

Summer term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

ParentS’ eveningS

year 8 - 5th July 2017
year 7 - 11th July 2017

training DayS

24th July 2017
25th July 2017  

4th September 2017
5th September 2017
22nd december 2017

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

heaDteacher’S 
awarD

year 8
nathan JoSlin

amber craven

year 9
ailie bryce

molly cook

year 10
amy WatSon

lydia WrightSon

houSe ranKing

1

2

3

4

5

Kirby 
unDerDale

warrenDale

great 
givenDale

millington 
Dale

thixenDale

2 weeKS remaining to 
PurchaSe  

our School uniForm

The Uniform Shop will be open to purchase uniform until the end of 
term, as follows:  Tuesdays from 10am-12 Noon and Thursday from 
2.00-4.00pm. The shop does get very busy during these times so 

we would advise that you call school to arrange an appointment to avoid 
disappointment.

Please note that during the school holidays the Uniform Shop will be open 
on the following Wednesdays from 10.00am-12 Noon and 2.00pm-4.00pm: 
16th, 23rd and 30th August, when you will be able to collect any outstanding 
orders.  



lower School
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As we approach the end of the school year, our Lower School pupils will receive their Progress 
Reports for the year. These reports provide a colourful summary of their progress throughout 
the year across all their subjects, as well as their attitude to learning in class and towards their 

homework. The Progress Report also states each pupil’s attendance to date, together with comments 
from their Form Tutor and their Head of Care & Achievement. The Progress Report is, therefore, an 
invaluable summary of each pupil’s progress and achievement across an entire academic year.

However, the Progress Report is also an essential tool in helping pupils to reflect upon their learning 
and progress, and in setting their targets for the future. When pupils receive their Progress Reports in Form regis-
tration, they carefully read through the report identifying areas of strength and areas where improvement can be 
made. They stick a copy of the Report into their Planner, and note down their reflections and targets. The Progress 
Report can then form the basis of focussed targets and discussions between pupils, parents and teachers, particu-
larly during Parents’ Evenings. The Progress Report, therefore, plays a central role in helping our pupils to review 
their progress, and to ensure they continue to make excellent progress into the future.

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

the
SUMMER 
SOIRÉE 

THURSDAY 13th JULY 2017
7PM - WOLDGATE SCHOOL
FESTIVAL STYLE - SIT ANY WHERE 
BRING A CHAIR OR BLANKET

£4 ADULTS

£3 CONCESSIONS
PAY ON THE DOOR

F E A T U R I N G  S P E C I A L  G U E S T S
MANNY VASS & KAtIE WOOD AluMNI  
STAMFORD BRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
& COMMUNITY CHOIR EAST RIDING MUSIC’S COOL 

PP Soiree Advert 17.indd   1 28/06/2017   12:16
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With Year 10 exams now completed, this week has remained busy for Year 10 pupils as they make last 
minute preparations for their work experience taking place next week.

Work experience is an important part of becoming ‘workplace-ready’, enabling pupils to gain skills 
that will help them to stand out to potential employers in future years as well as ensuring they select 
the most appropriate career to become involved with.  A prospective employer will look favourably 
on the effort taken by pupils to obtain work experience as it helps to equip them with the softer 
skills such as team working, communication skills and even the beginnings of having some commer-
cial awareness. One of the best things about undertaking work experience is that it gives pupils the 

chance to try different things before committing themselves for a long period of time.  If they have a particular 
career path in mind and can secure work experience in that sector, they will have additional knowledge which can 
help inform future choices about further education and training. Indeed, many of our former pupils have secured 
future employment opportunities as a direct result of their Year 10 placements. Hopefully our Year 10 pupils will 
make the most of their opportunities next week and I cannot wait to hear all about their adventures in the ‘real 
world’ when they return!

uPPer School

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

90% attenDance =
½ Day miSSeD every weeK!

1 School year at 90% attenDance =  
4 whole weeKS oF leSSonS miSSeD!

5 School yearS at 90% attenDance = 
½ School year miSSeD! 

Research suggests 17 days missed from school (94% attendance) 
equates to a drop of 1 GCSE grade in every subject.

A reduction of two grades if only 90% attendance.

attenDance
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bollywooD
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Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about their 
subject and want to share this with others. This article is the first in a series about work from the curriculum. Each week 
there will be a different Subject Ambassador sharing their thoughts about a recent project in their department. 

Mr Trevaskiss | Director of Studies for Holistic Education

This half term in drama, (the best subject EVER!) we are focusing on the Indian Bollywood style. Bollywood originates 
from the Indian capital city Mumbai and they make more than 800 movies a year! Some actors are paid millions and 
are top class dancers, actors and singers. The Bollywood films are full of extravagant hand gestures and huge facial 
expressions and we've watch and practiced some movements in class. We will be implementing these to create an 
amazing Bollywood themed piece. 

We will be learning a variety of dance moves to use in our final drama assessment which will be based on a tradi-
tional Bollywood love story. Our other topics have included an introduction to drama, Scripts, Darkwood Manor and 
Gangs. I've really loved the range of subjects this year in Drama. I have learnt lots of new skills and techniques which 
I have never done before and each assessment has been an exciting challenge. I am really looking forward to what 
I will be learning in Year 8.

Francesco | Year 7, Drama Ambassador

S U B J E C T :  D R A M A
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Continued from front page

It is that sense of self-reflection and self-improvement that has impressed me most about this year 
group; it is their resilience and their support for each other. As I looked around the room on Friday 
evening I felt immensely proud.

As we said goodbye to one year group, we welcomed the next with our Sixth Form Induction Day on 
Monday. It is incredible to think that in just two short years those students will have completed their 
A Level and BTEC qualifications and will be preparing to leave to begin their degree, apprenticeship 

or employment. Those two years will fly by, and it is important for our new Year 12s to be able to make a swift and 
smooth transition into Sixth Form studying. The Induction Day is a key part of that process, in beginning to think like 
a Sixth Form student and be ready to hit the ground running in September. It was therefore wonderful to be able 
to make a very positive start on Monday, with pupils approaching the day with focus and maturity. I am very much 
looking forward to welcoming them in September.

Sixth Form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

rePreSenting team gb!

Luke Young, Year 13, received the 
news on Friday 30th June that 
he has been invited to join the 
Olympic Skeet Home International 
Team and will represent England 
in Wales in August. 

This is along side his place on 
the Great Britain Talent Pathway 
program which he got a place on 
this year and with one selection 
shoot to go for GB juniors there 
may be more to come in 2017.

Very well done Luke!
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Over the summer holidays, pupils should try to get a photo-
graph of themselves reading in an unusual location. Wherever 
you are this summer, get reading and find a comfortable (or 
strange) place to read, take a selfie or get someone to take a 
photograph and submit it to Mrs Wellock in D1 in order to win House Points and 
a small prize. The deadline will be 15th September 2017.

Past submissions have included in a bin and on a unicycle. Get creative and see 
where you can get caught reading!

Winner: 100 House points & small prize

2nd place: 50 House points

3rd place: 25 House points

All entries receive House Points.

Staff are welcome to submit pictures too!
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