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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Due to ongoing works 
the Uniform Shop will 
re-open March 5th .

On Tuesday 6th February, a 
group of 34 Year 11 pupils 
from Woldgate enjoyed an 

opportunity to experience a six days 
tour to Berlin to help their study of 
Germany 1890-1945 and the Cold 
War.

Throughout the tour, the pupils 
made copious notes in their pupil 
workbooks (designed to be an inval-
uable source of information when 
revising for their History GCSE exam 

this summer), as well as taking lots 
of photographs of the many iconic 
sights of Berlin.

Day One - We enjoyed a relatively 
smooth overnight ferry crossing 
from Hull to Rotterdam.   

Day Two - Disembarking at 9.20am 
local time we began our nine hour 
coach journey to Berlin.

After settling into our hotel 

accommodation in the centre of 
Berlin, we travelled to the Branden-
burg Gate, a particularly imposing 
sight all lit up at night. We discussed 
how Hitler used the Brandenburg 
Gate for propaganda purposes to 
associate himself with past glories, 
particularly the Prussian period of 
expansion and military strength.

Continued on page 3...
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Over half-term, our pupils returned from the excellent Berlin trip. This visit is an integral part 
of the History programme of study and ensures our pupils have an opportunity to see how 
the events they have been learning about in class have changed Berlin through time. I’m espe-

cially grateful to my colleagues, who gave their time to plan, run and provide our children with such a 
unique opportunity at an important time in their studies.

We have several visits running this term, which all sound fabulous. Our Literacy Challenge is next week, 
followed by a Drama visit to see ‘War Horse’  and another visit later in the term for our A-Level students 
to see a production of ‘The Flying Lovers of Vitebsk’. In addition, staff and pupils will be undertaking 

their training weekend for the Nicaragua trip on 16th March, by camping in the (rather cold) Peak District. We also have 
our Friends of Woldgate Quiz on the 16th March, so please do make a note in your diary, as it would be wonderful to see 
parents and pupils joining us for a fun evening.

This week, we welcomed our Year 9 pupils and parents into school. The Parents’ Evening was proceeded by the 
Welcome to Upper School and the Year 9 Options Evenings before half-term. All these events are about trying to 
ensure both pupils and parents feel informed about the choices that are available to our children as they progress onto 
their GCSE studies. These choices are, I expect, different from those we opted for as children but the need to maintain 
study in key subjects is important, especially for those pupils who are 
looking to continue to study in the Sixth Form. Choices within Year 9 are 
becoming more important to ensuring successful progression, as course 
content has become more demanding, with the majority assessing 
pupils through a terminal examination rather than coursework. This 
means that the correct subject choices at Year 9, for aquiring knowledge 
but also skills, are vital in building a strong foundation for GCSE and 
then Sixth Form study.

Finally, I would also like to invite Year 11 parents with their son or daugh-
ter to our English, Mathematics and Science booster sessions on the 
22nd March. The evening will provide a valuable opportunity for parents 
to see the new style examination papers and to support their son or 
daughter as they approach their final GCSE examinations. Last year, 
98% of parents found this evening ‘very useful’ and I expect you will 
also find these sessions informative. Prior to the English, Mathematics 
and Science evening, we also have Kickstart for Year 11 pupils. This year, 
these intensive sessions will be different and will focus on pupils who 
are currently in need of additional support prior to the examinations. 
We would be very grateful for your support in ensuring your son or 
daughters attendance, as colleagues are running these sessions volun-
tarily to support children. Invitations will have been sent this week, but 
if you would like more information, then please contact Mrs Wright.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

Key Dates

2018

spring term 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

summer term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

parents’ evenings

year 8 - 19th april 2018
year 10 - 20th march 2018
year 11 - 5th February 2018

training Days

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018
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social meDia

A short 
tour round the Soviet Memorial 
completed our day. 

Day Three - The morning sunshine 
was most welcome as we began 
the day with a guided coach tour 
of Berlin. Our charismatic guides 
enthusiasm was infectious as we 
took in the many sights of Berlin.

We then stopped off to visit the 
Topography of Terror where pupils 
read the various information boards 
carefully, and made many invaluable 
notes, taking lots of photos too, 
on the historical information on 
Nazi terror and how the Nazis kept 
control. 

Reflecting on all we had seen, it was 
back onto the coach for a guided 
tour of Sachsenhausen Concentra-
tion Camp built in 1936, where we 
split into smaller groups. It was very 
emotional to hear about the barbaric 
things that the Nazis did there, as 
well as the Soviets who took over 
the camp after WW2.

For our evening activity we split 
into two groups and had a guided 
90- minute tour of the Reichstag. It 
was a real privilege to be allowed 
to enter into the inner sanctum of 
such an iconic building. We also 
enjoyed a bit of free time to explore 
the Dome before returning to our 
accommodation.

Day Four - We had a very busy day 
ahead of us today. We began by 
having a tour of an underground 
bunker system from WW2.

We then went to the Holocaust 
Memorial. You couldn’t help but 
be moved by the harrowing diary 
entries written by desperate Jewish 
people, preserved forever in this 
most informative Underground 
Information Centre. Audio archive 
as well as photos and information 
helped you to empathise with the 
plight of Jewish families.

We then spent some time looking 
round The Story of Berlin Museum, 
where pupils wrote down lots of 
answers to the prepared questions 
in their booklets. This included 

...from front page. a guided tour of a Cold War era 
nuclear bunker. It is very eerie being 
down there, with the bunker being 
set out as it was 45 years ago when 
it opened.

We rounded our very long day off 
by visiting the Resistance Museum, 
which is on the site of the Nazi 
German Army headquarters where 
Colonel Stauffenberg planned the 
infamous 1944 bomb plot against 
Hitler.

After taking in so much information, 
an evening’s bowling at Berolina 
Bowling Lounge was enjoyed with 
zeal, bringing out the competitive 
streak in both pupils and staff!

Day Five - Today, the focus was on the 
Cold War. We began our day by visit-
ing the DDR Museum where pupils 
learnt what life was like in commu-
nist East Germany. From here, we 
then had a guided tour at the Berlin 
Wall Memorial, followed by a visit to 
the Allied Forces Museum.

After taking in so much informa-
tion, we enjoyed an evening visit to 
the TV Tower-Berliner Fernsehturm 
Alexanderplatz. Whizzing up the 
dizzy heights of the Tower, we were 
rewarded with a breath taking view 
of Berlin from the Panoramic floor 
level.   

Day Six - At 8:15 we began the nine-
hour journey back to Rotterdam 

We checked into the Rotterdam 
terminal, and settled into our cabins, 
and were soon on our way home. 

Day Seven - However, all’s well that 
ends well, and after arriving safely 
at Hull at 7.30am, we were back at 
Woldgate by 9.30am.

Photos of our visit can be seen 
throughout this issue. 

Mr Barrett
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loWer scHool

Each week, our pupils take part in STARS lessons.  STARS represents our school code of conduct 
and stands for ‘Society’, ‘Targets’, ‘Appearance’, ‘Responsibility’ and ‘Safety’.  These lessons are 
opportunities for our Lower School pupils to learn about the world they live in and British values, 

debate key issues, ask questions and develop life skills such as money management and healthy living.  
Our Year 7 pupils are currently learning about ‘community’, including local communities, accepting 
differences and getting along with people of all cultures and beliefs.  This half term, Year 7 pupils will 
be looking at the different types of jobs and careers have, and how to access these. 

At the same time, our Year 8 pupils are learning about Britain and its current role in the European Union.  This 
includes learning about the role of the EU and the impact on the lives of British people.  This follows on from their 
work on local councils and elections last half term, and ensure our pupils are well prepared to play an active role in 
political life as adults. 

Finally, our Year 9 pupils have spent the last few weeks considering their GCSE options, and how their own strengths 
and interests and future plans influence these.  In addition, pupils have been looking towards future education and 
career goals, and how their GCSE options fit in with these.  This ensures our pupils are well prepared for the next 
stages in their education 

At Woldgate School, we believe all pupils should have the opportuni-
ties to learn about and begin contributing to their local community and 
the world they live in.  Our weekly STARS lessons are just one of these 
opportunities, and they provide our pupils with the chance to use their 
creativity, ideas, talents and skills whilst learning how to be responsible 
citizens.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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This week has seen a productive start back for our Upper School pupils who have all settled back 
into their lessons with purpose and enthusiasm.   It has been lovely to call into lessons and see 
pupils engaged in so many different activities, focused in their learning and with clear goals in 

mind, particularly when in Year 11.

Earlier this week I met many of our Year 9 pupils during their Parents’ Evening where many discussions 
took place around the subjects they might want to select as they move into Year 10.  We aim to create 
a positive and motivated atmosphere within our Upper School, in which pupils can flourish both in 
terms of academic achievement and in developing their own unique talents. Upper School can be 

challenging for many pupils, not least because we have extremely high expecta¬tions of all the pupils under our 
care and will always encourage them to be the best that they can be. Alongside the qualifications they will achieve, 
we encourage our pupils to develop strong social skills and a sense of community to enable them to develop into 
responsible and successful young adults on both an individual and team basis. 

As Head of Upper School, I work extremely closely with my Heads of Care and Achievement and Heads of Depart-
ment to provide the very best education and experience for your child as they study for their GCSE qualifications at 
the end of Year 11.  Our partnership with parents is vital to the success of our pupils and we work hard to develop 
strong relationships between all pupils, parents and staff, together with our partner agencies to enable our pupils 
to fulfil their potential. Our combined focus on Care and Achievement ensures that in caring and supporting our 
pupils, we provide an ideal environment for them to thrive academically.

upper scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

attenDance, acHievement & 
care co-orDinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS J poLLendine

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283
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East Coast MusiCian of thE YEar

SU B J EC T:  MU S I C

Before Christmas I entered the East Coast Musician of the Year, Under 14s competition, held in Bridlington, 
playing the clarinet. This is a competition for young musicians to perform and compete against one another. 
It is held over two weeks with heats on the first weekend and finals on the last. The heats were held on the 

11th November at Christ Church, where I competed against 
seven other musicians of my age group. There were a variety 
of performers who all played very well but at the end of the 
round only three made it through to the finals, myself, a violin-
ist and a marimba player. For the final I played the two pieces 
that I had also performed in the heats. The first piece was 
‘Forlana’, the fourth movement from Five Bagatelles by Gerald 
Finzi (Grade 6), and the second was ‘Off to the Nelson’ from 
the Southwold Sonatina by James Ray (Grade 7). 

During the heats I had received feedback from the judges 
about my weaknesses, so I practiced on my flaws to improve my 
pieces in response to the criticism I was given. When I played 
them in the final I felt like I had achieved this and played to my 
fullest. After I had performed we sat and waited in the audi-
ence as the judges came to their decision. They then gave each 
of us feedback until the head judge, Andrew Penny, who is the 
conductor of the Hull Philharmonic Orchestra, presented the 
winner.....which was me! I received a certificate, a plaque with 
my name on and a winner’s cheque! It was a great experience 
for me and very beneficial. I hope to perform there again in 
the future. 

Georgie | Music Ambassador, Year 9

Are you up to the challenge?

The Great 
Woldgate Family

QUIZ
friday 16th March 2018
7:00pm start
Woldgate School

TICKETS £3

Form a team of up to eight and have 
a fun family night raising funds 

for the friends of woldgate.

Live musical entertainment
Raffle prizes to be won

Refreshments available

Designed by freepik.com

Of great merit, character and value
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Organised by

Tickets from Woldgate Reception
Call 01759 302395 (press 8)
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It has been wonderful to welcome our Sixth Form students back following the half-term break. Our 
Year 13 students have got straight into their mock exams with focus and determination and I’m sure 
their hard work over half-term will pay off when they receive their results on 15th March. Sixth Form 

studies can be a stressful time for students, particularly around exam periods, and it is important that 
our young people have a support system in place and strategies to help them maintain good mental 
health. The week of 5th February, our final week before half-term, was Mental Health week and this 
was the focus of the Year 12s assembly. The key messages that we believe are crucial for our students 
are: if you are experiencing mental health problems, you are not alone; it’s okay not to be okay and it’s 
okay to talk about mental health. Our Senior Prefect team, and particularly Bethany Gray our Head 

Girl, are making this a priority and are organising events to take place over the coming months to provide support 
and strategies for Sixth Form students. More details of these events will be made available to students after their 
mock exams.

siXtH form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

looKing after yourself

Sometimes it can feel like we don’t have any control over what we think or how we feel. But by making simple 
changes to our lives, we can make a real difference to our mental health.Feeling good is worth investing in. 

Need to talk? 
Find organisations that listen, plus online support and 
information.

Eat well, feel better 
What we eat can affect how we feel. This is sometimes 
called the food-mood connection.

Exercise and mental health
Everybody knows that exercise is good for your body 
- but did you know that it is important for your mental 
health too?

Believe in yourself
Having low self-esteem can affect work, personal 
relationships and social life so it is important to deal 
with it.

Help other people
It’s official; doing good feels good. Scientists have 
shown that helping other people makes us happy.

Take time out
There are many other positive ways to relax that can 
have a better impact on your mental health.

Friends and family
If you’re feeling low, friends and family can be vital 
sources of support and can help you cope with stressful 
situations and difficult times. 

Ask for help
Most of us feel overwhelmed or like we can’t cope with 
things at least once in our lives and some people feel 
liek that a lot more frequently. It is at times like that 
that you need to be able to talk to someone and not be 
afraid to ask for help.

East Coast MusiCian of thE YEar
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inclusion at WolDgate

Last week I had the fantastic opportunity of accompanying Year 11 students on the History Trip 
to Berlin.  We are always extremely proud of the way Woldgate pupils conduct themselves on 
trips, but this was especially the case in Germany where our visit consisted of a number of muse-

ums dealing with World War II and the aftermath, including the Marshall Plan and the rise and fall 
of the Berlin Wall.  The topics covered by guides and exhibitions were hard-hitting and all the pupils 
responded in a mature and sensitive way. 

What we all learnt, especially through time spent in the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp Memorial and the 
Holocaust Memorial is the importance of inclusion; the stark warning from history about the dangers of not 
accepting diversity.   Prejudice can soon lead to persecution. We are all different and have an important role to 
play in school and in society; it is difference which makes the world interesting, intriguing and a beautiful place to 
live. We learnt about those who were prepared to stand up for the rights of others and even the young university 
students who formed resistance groups, like the White Rose Group, in order to challenge injustice. 

A highlight for many pupils and myself was the night-time visit to the Reichstag; the German Parliament.  The 
building is topped by a glass dome which we climbed to be able to see amazing views of the city by night.  The 
glass which fills the Reichstag is a symbol of the need for transparency in the dealings of the government and 
people.  It is a lesson which we learnt about life that we should be open and honest; to be accepting of others and 
work to resolve conflict without building walls.  

MrS S geary
Head of incLUSion

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.
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L I T E R A C Y

O N :  W O R L D  B O O K  D A Y

Over the next week, all pupils will 
receive a World Book Day voucher 
from their English teachers. 
Selected books are £1.50 or you 
can use the voucher for £1 off any 
book or audio book worth £2.99 or 
more.


