Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Remote Learning
Information for Parents
January 2021

Remote education provision: information for parents
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers
about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire
cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home?
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard
approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first
day or two of pupils being sent home?
If the school is informed that it has to close to all but Key Worker pupils - or in the case of
individual self-isolation - parents will be sent detailed information on how to access home
learning. This provision will usually start during period 2 of the next school day.

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught
broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school?
We will teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school. From the moment a period of
remote learning begins, your child’s timetable will move online with work set for them directly
through ClassCharts by their subject teacher.
All lessons, wherever possible, will mirror what is being taught in school each day. In practical
subjects adaptations may need to be made based on the equipment reasonably available to
them at home.

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take
pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:
Key Stage
3-4

Pupils and students will be set activities and directed teaching equivalent in
length to a normal school day: at least five hours a day for pupils in Upper and
Lower School.
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Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?
Woldgate School and Sixth Form College is part of the My Learning online learning platform.
My Learning has been created in collaboration with other schools across the Wolds Learning
Partnership and contains lessons and resources prepared by your child’s teachers. We have
created My Learning to support your child in their learning, not only during this difficult time
but in the months and years to come as they move through their time in school.
To access My Learning, your child will require their school email and password. This is in the
following format:
forename.surname@woldgate.net
The password is the same password your child uses to access computers in school.
If your child has forgotten their password, please email itsupport@woldgate.net to request a
password reset. The reset password will be sent to the primary contact email address we hold
for your child.

To log in to My Learning, please visit your child’s school website and follow the link to My
Learning.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you
support them to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the
following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:

We recognize that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the
following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
•

Ensuring that laptops and computer equipment are provided to eligible families
through our inclusion team.

•

Taking steps to support families in issuing or lending devices that enable an internet
connection (for example, routers or dongles). Enquiries should be made to
office@woldgate.net or via telephone to the school reception in the first instance.

•

Printed materials and paper submissions can be arranged through the school reception
if online access is halted or delayed.
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How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:
•

Recorded lessons created by our school staff via the MyLearning platform

•

Printed paper packs produced by teachers (if requested by parents)

•

Bespoke work packs (as appropriate) for SEND pupils

•

Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas,
including video clips or sequences (as appropriate) such as GCSEPod

•

Live question and answer sessions with Heads of Department and subject teachers.

•

Use of secure, monitored messaging between pupils and their class teacher to clarify
misconceptions or ask questions about the work.

•

Shared resources via the ClassCharts communication tool.

•

Enrichment sessions with guest speakers and ‘virtual visits’ in case of prolonged
periods of home learning for larger groups of pupils.

Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that
we as parents and carers should provide at home?
We recognise that many parents will be under pressure trying to facilitate and support their
child’s learning whilst trying to manage their own work. Our colleagues will always plan
recorded lessons with this in mind and try to make them as self-explanatory as possible so
that most children can work independently. They are also available to support your child
remotely using the ClassCharts online secure messaging system.
We would ask that parents work to establish a daily routine of home learning with their
children. This routine will help your child to develop the expectation that they continue with
their lessons every day.
Wherever possible, if parents are able to do the following, it will help to motivate children:
•

Treat each weekday as a usual school day. This will involve a set them for them to get
up and follow their morning routine before starting their online lessons

•

If your child can work independently, check in with them regularly and see if they
have any questions and praise what they have done so far.

•

Do ask them to share feedback they have had from their teachers for work
completed.

•

Facilitate your child contacting their teachers through the ClassCharts platform to ask
about and share their work.
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I
be informed if there are concerns?
School staff will contact parents and carers to discuss how their child is progressing with
their work and to check on their general welfare.
Care and Achievement coordinators will be in regular contact with families through
ClassCharts messenger and through telephone wellbeing calls.
If your child has additional needs, a member of the inclusion team will contact you to arrange
the most convenient way for regular contact to be made with you and your child.
Where staff have concerns that they have not received work or contact from a pupil, they
will continue to try to telephone until contact is made. Discussion with parents can then
establish the best ways for supporting the pupil.

Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support
from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at
home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents
and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
Pupils with additional needs may be assigned a member of staff who will work together with
the school’s inclusion team and their class teacher to create bespoke additional materials
that will help your child continue with the key skills that they would have been working on in
school.
Where applicable, your child may also be signposted to access the learning for their year
group on the MyLearning platform.
Your child’s assigned member of staff will be in contact with you regularly (by mutual
agreement), to discuss your child’s needs and offer any additional support and advice.
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Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups.
This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their
remote education differ from the approaches described above?
For pupils and students self-isolating while the majority of their peers are still in school,
work will still be set on ClassCharts from the first day, following their normal timetable.
Communication – with regard to liaison with Care and Achievement Coordinators and their
class teachers – will remain the same with regular contact instigated and encouraged by
the school to ensure they do not fall behind their peers.

As a school, we would like to thank all our parents for their support in during lockdown in
helping their children learn from home. We know how hard this can be and we will do all
that we can to support you.
If you have any further queries about remote learning, please do not hesitate to contact
school on office@woldgate.net.
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