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Nicaragua Training
Weekend In The
Peak District

On Friday 27th April, thirteen intrepid Year 12 Students (Group 2) set out for their training weekend in the Peak
District. This was their second attempt as the first training session was postponed due to The Beast from the East in
March.
After arriving at the campsite, the group had some safety training and then put up tents and cooked the evening meal.
Ravioli and tomato sauce was enjoyed by all in the dropping temperatures.
After an early start on Saturday morning, and a breakfast of porridge, we set off on our hike up Mam Tor, which was a
bit muddy. After a brief stop for lunch overlooking the Hope Valley and a few deviations (thanks to Tida leading with
the map upside down!) we returned to the campsite. Woldgate challenged other schools from Chigwell and Norfolk
to rounders and beat them all. It was probably the evening meal of sausage, mash and beans that gave the Woldgate
team the edge - Ripley had managed to be very creative with the tranger pans when cooking the meal.
After a chilly night, the camp had to be dismantled and packed away ready for the expedition in July.
The group worked very hard to complete all tasks and training and were proactive, mature and fantastic
team-players. Mrs Draper, Mr Joseph and Charlotte, our Leader from Outlook
Expeditions, were very impressed. Well done Team 2.
Friday 11th May 2018
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Headteacher’s Welcome

xaminations are now underway and Year 11 and Year 12 have made an excellent start, showing
great maturity in managing their revision effectively and preparing for the examination itself.
Our pupils who took their Art examination last week worked brilliantly and were thoroughly
prepared as they entered the 15 hour exam. Language speaking and Science examinations are now
also underway. These weeks are difficult for our young people, as they manage the pressure of the
many examinations that await them and try to maintain their revision at the same time.

M r J B ritton
Headteacher

The BBC website has some good advice on revision. Including tips for planning:

•

work out a revision plan for each subject

•

break revision time into small chunks - hour long sessions with short breaks after each session work well

•

make sure your child has all the essential books and materials

•

condense notes onto postcards to act as revision prompts

•

buy new stationary, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting

•

go through the school notes with your child or listen while they revise a topic

•

time your childs attempts at practice papers

As well as taking practical steps to help our children revise, it is also important that we look to support them with
their wellbeing as they enter the next few weeks and face the many challenges that await them. Ms Longstaff, Mrs
Geary and all of my colleagues, especially our tutor team, will be working to provide the care and support our young
people need at this time.
As a parent, it can be a difficult time, as we recall our own experiences of examinations and at times it is easy to feel
powerless, because we are unable, like the school, to influence or change the sequence or timing of examinations
to try bring some respite. We can, though, listen, absorb, and help our children to manage the pressure through
affirmation and reassurance. Make sure they know how much we love them and reassure them that this is separate
from their achievements. The challenge as a parent is to help your child, depending on their personality and
approach to study, to achieve the optimal balance between being too relaxed or becoming overly worried and
potentially distressed. However, engaging with challenging experiences is essential for young people to develop
internal skills and resources, and it will, with the right support, provide them with the confidence and emotional
resilience needed to cope with the future challenges of work and adult life. Helping to understand how to manage
pressure of this kind is part of the learning process.

continued on page 3
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Headteachers Welcome continued from page 2
Nevertheless, it is important to look for signs that the workload or pressure of examinations may be too much. If
you do see any of thes signs below, please do contact Mrs Wright, who will work with colleagues in school to support
your son or daughter and you.
•

Excessive sleeping, beyond usual teenage fatigue, which could indicate depression or difficulty in sleeping

•

Loss of self-esteem

•

Abandonment or loss of interest in favourite pastimes

•

Unexpected and dramatic decline in academic performance

•

Weight loss and loss of appetite

•

Personality shifts and changes, such as aggression and excess anger that are sharply out of character

Simple things can help, like making sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge. Encourage your child to join
family meals, even if it’s a busy revision day. It’s important to have a change of scene and get away from the books
and computer for a while. Regular exercise or a walk can also help, as part of a daily routine.
It is a privilege to work with these young people and we will do all we can to help them through the next few weeks
and months.
For further information please see the following sites:https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.mind.org.uk/

Rounders Match Report by Subject
Ambassador Rose Ella

Key Dates
2018

On Thursday 3rd May we played at Beverley Loncroft School. After
a tough match we had a tight end result and won 11 1/2 to 10. The
player of the match, Amber Craven, got us through the game with
her amazing back handed hits.

Summer Term
10th April - 25th May
4th June - 20th July

Training Days
23rd July 2018

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 11th May 2018
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

W

oldgate School is a community of individuals who share
common values; that everything we do should be worthy
of great merit, character and value. These community
values were clearly displayed this week as our Year 8 pupils ran
their charity stalls to raise money for their chosen charities;
Cancer Research UK and St Martin’s Hospice. Our Year 7 and Year
M r L S loman
H
L
S
9 pupils brought money to spend at the stalls, with many opting
to buy delicious homemade cakes, whilst others preferred to
take part in the wide variety of games and activities on offer. The hard work,
determination and dedication put in by our pupils was clear. Whilst walking
amongst the pupils and chatting with them as they shopped at each stall, it was
clear that all pupils understood how they can play a vital role in helping others
less fortunate, and that by working together as a community, we can achieve
great things. Well done to all our Year 8 pupils and I am looking forward to
finding out how much money they have raised for their chosen charities.
ead of ower chool

This has been an exciting project and our pupils have found the experience
to be invaluable. Community projects like these not only bring our school and
community closer together; they give our pupils opportunities to meet and
work with a range of people and develop essential skills.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Ella Adrian
Year 8: Lucy Preston
Year 9: Skye Bowman

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Josh Arthur
Year 8: Thomas Chantry
Year 9: Isabelle Downs

Great Value Awards
Year 7: William Cree
Year 8: Jamie Abrathat
Year 9: Olivia Rogers

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7NTE
Year 8: 8HLR
Year 9: 9SJE
4
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T

his week has been another extremely busy one for Year 11 pupils. On Tuesday we saw our Art
pupils successfully complete their GCSE exam and throughout the week our linguists could be
heard practising and preparing for their speaking and listening oral examinations.

M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

On Thursday evening Mrs Geary welcomed our Year 11 parents to an event to share with them some of
the memories made over the last five years with their children. At this time of year, the focus naturally
falls to celebrating with the pupils, but this evening is in recognition of the partnership between
home and school and how much value we place on parental support.

This was followed by a pupil event on Friday afternoon when the Year 11 pupils met for their Celebration Assembly
to enjoy time together before their formal written exams begin on Monday. As with all occasions and events like
these, happy memories are also tinged with an element of sadness as we support pupils in moving onto the next
phase of their education to continue their journey of learning and develop into responsible young adults. As staff
we look forward to welcoming most of them back to join our Sixth Form and I know that Mrs Lawson is looking
forward to working with them throughout the next two years.
Year 11 pupils have worked extremely hard over the last few months and we wish them every success for their
exams and subsequent results.

Friday 11th May 2018
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Woldgate Welcomed the Tour de Yorkshire

On the 3rd of May, the Women’s Tour de Yorkshire Stage one race passed through Pocklington. The women’s race zoomed
by during period one and Year 7 were permitted to cheer them on. From all around the school, Year 7 poured onto the
playground and lined up in their classes by the gate ready to collect their flags and stand against the hedge. Filing through,
they noticed that there were ginormous inflatable Ys to mark the end of the first sprint. The street was decorated with
yellow and blue bunting, bikes, flags and posters to encourage to riders along and kick-start the Yorkshire spirit. Luckily,
Year 7 had reserved places along the hedge to stand, otherwise, they wouldn’t have managed to fit along the roadside
because the pavement was already packed with spectators from Pocklington, waving flags and banners.
The first of the marshals zoomed by on motorbikes and blew their horns for us, police came whizzing by with sirens blaring,
starting our adrenalin pumping. Some of us tried to start a chant but it failed and the Mexican wave didn’t get very far, but
it was fun all the same. Each time a motorbike came in to sight, a roar of cheer rose up into the air. After about 10 minutes
of police and marshals the first of the support cars came by and the helicopter hovered above. Some of us thought it was
more of a motorbike and car procession than a bike race but finally the hum of the bikes was heard and everyone started
screaming as the first bikes appeared from around the corner. It felt like minutes but really it was about five seconds. After
the group, and a few cars the second smaller group zoomed by us. Thinking it was over we turned around before another
camera car, support car and a final bike appeared. We waved so hard the flags came off their sticks!
The race was followed by a van confirming the end of the race, followed by tonnes of traffic. Year 7 walked back to their
classes after an exciting experience watching the Tour de Yorkshire.
By Evie Brooks and Alfie Robinson, Year 7

The bright blue and red lights with ear popping
sirens zoomed past our amazed eyes as we stood
waiting with baited breathe flapping our flags, for
the incredible women to zoom past on their bikes.
Every car that went past we screamed and jumped,
the eye catching blue and yellow flags were hanging
in the town centre. The bikes had arrived, most of us
had nearly lost our voices from all the screaming. As
they whizzed past we leaped, yelled and shook our
flags vigorously so these amazing women knew that
Woldgate School supports each and every one of the
breath-taking women.
By Amelia Wilson, Year 7
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

T
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

his week, as the Year 13 Prefects make final preparations for our Leavers’ Events, I can hardly
believe how fast these past 2 years have gone. I am sure that, in the future, when our students
look back on their time in Sixth Form it will seem like the blink of an eye. And yet I know how
much these young people have grown in their time here, how transformative these two years can
be. Working in the Sixth Form means that we watch our young people transition from teenagers into
adults, and I could not be prouder of the people they have become: their attitude towards others;
their values; their kindness and support towards each other; their sense of self worth and their vibrant
personalities. There will, no doubt, be mixed emotions as we approach the end of this chapter in their
lives, but I am confident that they are ready to embark on new chapters.

As our Year 13 students make the final preparations for their exams, I would like to remind students and parents that
the Sixth Form is open throughout Study Leave, for academic or pastoral support, advice and guidance. Students
are welcome to revise in school and the Study Room will be supervised throughout the exam period to ensure there
is a quiet and focused study environment where students can complete final revision without any distractions.
Year 12 students have been on study leave this week as they complete their mock exams. Normal lessons will resume
on Monday 14th May. As we move towards the half-term we will be beginning to explore progression options for
our students beyond 18 and all students have received a letter regarding the UCAS convention, which we would
recommend all students attending, even those who may not be considering university as there are also a number of
representatives from industry and the forces represented on the day.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

Friday 11th May 2018
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

A

s Year 11 count down their final days before exams, I cannot help but wonder “Where have the past
five years gone?” It only seems like a few minutes since I visited pupils in their Junior Schools and
tried to convince them that we would look after them and they wouldn’t get lost! There have been
many highlights over the past five years: Talent Shows, Bake offs (with lots of food colouring) Charity
Stalls, Football, Rugby, Netball and Dodgeball matches to name but a few.

Year 11 have been filling in comments for their Year Book this week. They were asked for lasting memories of Woldgate
School. Many commented on friendships made and experiences shared but most cited trips and activities as having
made a lasting impression on them. Berlin, Paris, the Spanish Trips and Glaramara in the Lake District were popular
choices, but also the School Musical and theatre trips. We are so fortunate at Woldgate School that we still have the
opportunity to offer a more holistic approach to our curriculum and firmly believe in the way that pupils benefit from
wider experiences.
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It is through these types of activities that we get to know each pupil as an individual and often they build lasting
friendships with each other, through shared experiences, too. We are also grateful for staff who are prepared to give
up their own time to organise out of school events and for the support of families. I wish pupils success and happiness
in whatever follows Year 11; and would encourage them to carry on having adventures!

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

