
Year 8 Give Back to the communitY

On Thursday 10th May we held our annual Year 8 charity fair in STARS, this year raising money for Martin House Hospice 
and Cancer Research UK. The purpose of this is for pupils to give something back to the community, be good citizens of 
the UK and practise using a wide range of employability skills.

Over the past few weeks in STARS, pupils have been busy planning a range of activities to take place as part of the fair. 
There was a huge variety on offer, ranging from stalls with tasty treats for sale to sporting competitions. At different 
points during STARS Year 7 and Year 9 pupils came down to the fair and perused the stalls to see what took their fancy 
and to take part in some of the competitions. The atmosphere was great, helped by the beautiful weather and fun was 
had by all. 

We are still counting up the monies, but indications are that a lot of money has been raised. Please keep an 
eye out for the next newsletter to find out the grand total! 
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

“The memories of The 
lasT five years will 

sTay wiTh us always...”
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Last week, our Year 8 pupils organised their stalls and came with cakes, games and activities to 
raise money for charity. It was a great event and testament to our belief, as a school that our 
pupils should be involved in their wider community by undertaking acts of great value. Being part 

of a school or wider community is all about empathising with others and demonstrating through your 
actions that you care. In working collectively toward a common goal, to do good, our pupils develop 
an understanding of how together, and as individuals, they can make a difference.

In a society where it can at times appear that we are completely focused on the individual, it is 
important to remember that for a community or society to function, it is necessary to be able to work 

alongside others, to collaborate, if we wish to bring about change for the good of the community. In recognising 
that we are not an island, we develop social responsibility.

As a school at the heart of a market town, it is even more arguable that being part of a wider community is important, 
as those links are far more essential and tangible than they may be in a larger school within a city. Our school has, 
since 1958, been at the heart of this community and has sought to serve the young people of this area without 
prejudice. In the main hall we can see on the walls the names of the many children who have been part of this 
community and their destinations once they completed their studies. It is testament to the opportunities a good 
education can provide and how a school at the heart of a community can transform lives.

In view of this, it was, therefore, a real pleasure to see our Year 11 pupils in their Celebration afternoon last week, 
as they came together for the last time, as pupils, prior to becoming Sixth Form students or choosing to opt for 
further specialist study elsewhere. The event was characteristic of all we’ve come to expect from our pupils. It was 
a joy to see our children with their tutor team celebrating the last five years and sharing key moments along that 
journey. The camaraderie, fun and good humour, were all evident and the speech by Harrison, which you can read in 
this week’s newsletter, which brought emotions to the fore as he reflected on the end of journey and the start of a 
new adventure. 

In these moments, in the emotions of both pupils and staff, we are reminded that a school is far more than just a 
place where we learn. It is very much a community and a place where our hearts, as well as our minds reside. For our 
pupils, be they 16 or 18, they have invested a great deal of their time and energy, and lived a good proportion of 
their lives, as part of this school community. It is, therefore, a place that is full of memories and is very much a home.

From September, we will reinstate the recording of names on the walls of our main hall of every Sixth Form student 
who was educated at Woldgate School. It will be reminder of the difference they made to themselves, to others and 
record the legacy of this school, our community and how education can transform lives. 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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Football league Results

The Year 10 Football team finished 3rd in the league after 
winning two games and losing two games.  The top scorer 
for the season was Jack Wright with 5 goals.

The Year 9 Football team finished 4th in the league after 
winning one game, drawing one game and losing two games.  
Top scorer for the season was Bailey Camerin with 4 goals.

The Year 8 Football team finished 2nd in the league after 
winning three games and losing one game.  Top scorer for 
the season was Kyle Woodhouse with 10 goals.

The Year 7 team (pictured above) finished the season as 
league winners after winning three games and drawing 
one game.  They will compete against the other three local 
league winners for the chance to be crowned East Riding 
champions in September.  Top scorer for the season was 
Kieran Sharp with 5 goals. 

HeadteacHeR’s 
awaRd

YeaR 7
ethan BroWn

ruBy Waller

YeaR 8
max BroWn 

meliSSa SchoField

YeaR 9
oliver hudSon

Bailey cameron

YeaR 10
hannah narey

olivia neWSon

YeaR 11
Ben hodder

tilly mitchell

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeBoard

KeY dates

2018

summeR teRm

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

medal success FoR daniel
Daniel from Year 7 completed in the all age Hull 5k Charity run at East Park last weekend with approximately 300 
competitors.  Daniel astounded his parents by finishing 2nd!  

Daniel is actually a swimmer!  Last weekend he also competed in Leeds in the Richmond Dales Swimming competition.  
He won a Gold medal in the 200m Backstroke and Silver medal in the 100m Backstroke.  This followed from the previous 
weekend where he had won 4 Gold medals and 3 Silver medals, achieving an NER Qualifying time!  This means that he will 
competed in the North East Region finals at the end of May.

We wish him all the best, from the Year Group and Woldgate School. 
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Over the next three weeks, our Lower School pupils will 
be sitting exams across a range of subjects.  Exams often 
incite a range of emotions and responses from people 

across all walks of life; some positive and others negative.  Our 
purpose in holding exam weeks for our Lower School pupils is to 
equip them with the skills, confidence and resilience to ensure 
they achieve their full potential in their GCSEs and beyond.

To this end, the exam weeks help pupils in their preparation for exams, namely 
effective revision techniques, but also in ensuring they get plenty of sleep and 
eat healthy breakfasts in the morning.  Exam weeks also highlight to our pupils 
the importance of exam skills, such as planning their time effectively, reading 
questions carefully and checking their answers.  Finally, exam weeks also give 
pupils an experience in receiving their result and, in particular, a sense of 
achievement and pride when they have done well.  Exam weeks, are therefore, 
an essential part of learning.

Our Lower School pupils should, therefore, be revising all their work to date 
over the next few weeks to ensure they are prepared for their exams.  Please 
help your child with their revision by testing them on key information, listening 
to their explanations of topics or asking questions.  Effective revision involves 
doing something, and discussion is one of the most effective methods.  

Thank you for all your support and good luck to our Lower School pupils in their 
exams.

loweR scHool  
weeKlY awaRds

gReat meRit awaRds

YeaR 7: alFie Robinson

YeaR 8: scott bRown

YeaR 9: FFion Jones

gReat cHaRacteR awaRds

YeaR 7: lewis Joslin

YeaR 8: RacHel caRRington

YeaR 9: caitlin gReen

gReat Value awaRds

YeaR 7: eloise cuRRan

YeaR 8: libbY Robinson

YeaR 9: liam HooKeR

FoRm oF tHe weeK awaRd

YeaR 7: 7dRo

YeaR 8: 8ela

YeaR 9: 9cJe

loweR scHool

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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As you might expect at this time of year, there has been plenty happening in Upper School. This 
week saw the start of the formal written GCSE exams and Year 11 pupils have been extremely 
proactive in seeking out teachers to help with last minute queries. It has been fantastic to see 

how cool, calm and collected they have all been whilst entering the exam rooms and they have all now 
had a small number of exams, settling into their exam routines.  It’s lovely to see them all afterwards 
too, clearly relieved and often smiling as they check another one off their lists. We have already 
had Geography booster sessions this week and we have a variety of core subject booster sessions 
happening next week. In addition, our Dining Hall area will be open from 7.30am on the mornings of 
the English and Maths GCSE exams to allow pupils to come in early and talk to staff about last minute 

concerns if necessary.

Year 10 pupils are also in the final stages of sorting out their work experience for July and it is interesting to 
talk to them about their anticipation for what their placements will be like.  As you might expect, it is quite a 
challenge to secure two-week placements for each and every pupil.  However, the value of this experience cannot 
be underestimated.  Pupils can help by ensuring that they have regular contact with Mrs Simpson until all the 
paperwork has been signed and returned for everything to be confirmed.

 

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

uPPeR scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:
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11sgY 2013 - 2018

I wish all pupils in Year 11 the 
very best of luck in their exams.  A 
special 'good luck' to the history 
pupils- you have all been fantastic 
and deserve to do well.
 
Best wishes,
Mrs Macdonald

Goodbye and good luck Year 11
It’s going to be very quiet 
without some of you! you know 
who you are...

With best wishes for the future,

Mrs Kendra

To all of you - thank you for good 
company - good humour - excellent 
manners -kindness and consideration 
towards others - and much more Year 
11.
 
It has been my privilege to know you 
all - work hard - do your very best - be 
happy and never give up
striving for your goals.
 
Very very best wishes,
 
Mrs Berry

To all of you, 

I wish every success in the examinations; 
it’s all to play for now, and you can do 
it! And to those of you I have come to 
know so very well, my English group, a 
heartfelt thank you for your company 
over the past two years. I am immensely 
proud of you – not just because you’re 
fantastic English pupils, but because 
you’re amazing young people: funny, 
generous in your support of each other 
and wonderfully resilient. I’ve enjoyed 
every minute of our journey together.

Goodbye and good luck, Year 11!

Mrs Webster 

“Be like a pineapple: Stand tall, wear a crown and be sweet inside!”

I will miss you all, Love from Mrs Geary

I just want to wish you  all the 
very best! You have been an 
absolute joy to teach and are a 
great bunch of young people who 
I will miss seeing 4 times a week!

Ms Barker

Year 11, it has been a pleasure 
working with you over the past 
two years. I wish you all the 
very best for a happy and 

successful future. 

Mrs Fields
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This week is Mental Health Awareness Week, hosted by the Mental Health Foundation, and this 
year they’re focusing on stress. As we approach the final week of Year 13 and students are 
making their final preparations for their A level and BTEC exams, the wellbeing of students 

during this period is our utmost priority. While stress isn’t a mental health problem in itself, it can 
lead to depression or anxiety, or physical health problems such as cardiovascular disease and joint and 
muscle problems. Stress has been a part of life for thousands of years and a certain amount of stress 
can be a good thing. Research has shown that stress can sometimes be positive. It makes us more alert 
and helps us in certain situations, such as exams. However, stress has only been found to be beneficial 
if it is short-lived. 

When stress gets out of control, and we feel overwhelmed and unable to cope, it’s important that we have 
strategies, and a support network, to help. By tackling stress, we lower the risk of future mental health problems. 
Some suggestions from the Mental Health Foundation are to try to think through what is causing your stress and 
how it could be managed differently. It may help to get a bit more physical exercise. Going for that walk or swim 
helps balance life and exercise is a proven way to reduce stress. Take a break. Even short breaks from work or a 
person you find difficult can help manage the stresses and strains of daily life. Try a few minutes of mindfulness 
each day. We know from research that mindfulness is effective in reducing stress and anxiety. Get some restful 
sleep. Sleeping problems are common when you’re suffering from stress. Try to ensure you get enough rest. There 
are some great tips on how to get a good night’s sleep at www.mentalhealth.org.uk/howto . Don’t be too hard on 
yourself. Try to keep things in perspective. After all, we all have bad days.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish our Year 13 students every success in their upcoming exams. Support is 
available in school throughout the exam period from the Sixth Form team.

Here are 10 Top Tips on how to manage stress. Everybody is different and what works for one person might not 
work for another.  

1. Meeting a friend

2. Setting aside 10 minutes a day to relax and collect my thoughts

3. Listening to relaxing music

4. Watching funny movies

5. Taking a walk in the countryside

6. Going to the gym

7. Talking to someone just to vent a little

8. Getting more sleep

9. Do something good for someone else

10. Laugh!

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

siXtH FoRm college Mrs Lawson Writes:
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MrS S geary
Head of incLUSion

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
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The Celebration with Year 11, last Friday afternoon, was a fantastic event and the culmination of 
five years of laughter, support and hard work. The room was decorated with a tropical theme and 
pupils watched power points depicting their journey through Woldgate School.  Harrison Michaels 

summed up the feelings of the group with his speech and he has allowed us to print it here: Thank you, 
Harrison for putting our thoughts into such eloquent words.  Good luck to Year 11 with their exams this 
week.

It is a universally acknowledged truth that all things must come to an end. Sometimes these things end abruptly and 
without warning. Others we see coming from a mile away and we wait in agonising anticipation for that moment. 

However endings are just another part of life, and we all have to face them, some endings like those of a particularly boring 
lesson, make us feel good, others we hope will never come. Most of us dislike these endings, the last day of summer, the 
final chapter of a great book or parting ways with a close friend.  No matter how much we hate these endings, no matter 
how much we wish these days never come. They are in fact inevitable.

The leaves on the trees begin to fall, we close the book, we say goodbye and we walk away. And we sigh in both sadness 
and excitement because even though these endings have pained us, new adventures are waiting for us, just around the 
corner.

We look forward to what winter will bring, we search for our next great read and we meet new people, and make new 
friends and we see what they have to teach us. 

Today is one of those endings. Today we say goodbye to everything that was familiar, everything that was comfortable. 
We are leaving, we are moving on, and this might make us sad, it might also make us scared. For what happens next is 
uncertain, it might not snow that winter, the next book might not be as good, we might not find a friend as loyal. 

We spend a lot of our lives on solid, dry, comfortable land but every once in a while we must dive into the waters of the 
unknown and search for new land. It scares us greatly as we don’t know where the swim will take us, or what will happen to 
us once we jump in. We could be swept away by the current and what if the water is too cold? But we must put those fears 
aside and dive once more into the unknown.

That is because we cannot spend our lives in a box, not matter how nice that box may be. For if we do we will become old, 
rusty and broken.

Just because we are leaving and that hurts us. There are people that will stay with us and stay in our hearts forever, no 
matter what. No matter what we do or where we are, they will always be our solid ground, our north star on a dark horizon, 
leading us home. 

The memories of the last five years will stay with us, always. So if you take away anything from today then remember that 
I hope your lives are full of hope and happiness, that you find your purpose in life and most of all I hope that your lives are 
full of love. Don’t wait until your thirty till you find it, and if you are then that’s ok, some people never find it.  

And always remember that if you don’t believe in even the possibility of magic you will never find it, and that even on the 
worst days there is a possibility for joy.

Because if there’s something about you and you think it’s a weakness, make it a strength. 

Thank you, Harrison Michaels


