
BBC Ten PieCes Comes To WolgaTe
On Wednesday 23rd May over 400 primary school children and our Year 7 were treated to a concert given by the East 
Riding Music Service Staff Orchestra. The concert formed part of the BBC’s national project to promote the enjoyment of 
Classical Music and not only involved live music from the orchestra but also interjected with short films about the pieces.  

The orchestra opened up with a rousing selection from the film Pirates of the Caribbean.  We then had an energetic rendition 
of ‘Mambo’ from Bernstein’s West Side Story featuring a very busy percussion section. We enjoyed an accomplished horn 
solo from our very own Brass Teacher Mr Wadsworth, playing Mozart’s famous Horn Concerto. The brass section also 
featured Sibelius’ haunting and patriotic ‘Finlandia’. A real highlight was a joyous violin solo featuring  Vaughan-Williams’ 
beautiful ‘The Lark Ascending’, evocative of summer in our lovely neighbouring Wolds. 

A few lucky pupils then had the opportunity to conduct the orchestra with Holly and Finley coming out as the ‘Maestros’! 
The concert ended with the brilliant ‘Hoe Down’ by Copland complete with ‘Yee-hahs’ and cowboy hats.

Members of Woldgate’s Chamber Orchestra were fortunate enough to be invited to sit alongside the professionals 
for some valuable ‘work experience’. Several of the orchestra members commented on how well our pupils acquitted 
themselves with the challenging repertoire and reports from the primary schools suggested that this had inspired several 
of the pupils to want to do the same when they come to Woldgate!
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Have a Great 

Half term Holiday! 

See you on 4tH June
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week, our Year 13 Sixth Form students ended their studies at Woldgate Sixth Form College 
- a momentous event, as most of our young people have spent the last seven years studying at 
this school. It is a pivotal moment in their lives, as they leave school and Sixth Form and prepare 

for that next step, be it gaining a place at university, an apprenticeship or starting a career. I look 
forward to seeing our students in the summer as they collect their results and confirming with them 
their next destination. I know our students will be travelling across the country and some even intend 
to leave the country to continue their studies. We are very proud of our young people and our Sixth 
Form students; I hope, they will look back with fondness at the many years they have been part of this 
community, the friendships they have built and how the experiences here opened up new possibilities 

for the future. We wish them the very best in their examinations.

This week, our Year 11 pupils have truly made us proud. I have been so impressed by their approach to their 
examinations and it is clear to see they are investing their time heavily in revision. The number of hours spent 
watching revision videos and taking online assessments has also been impressive. Our pupils have watched over 
10,000 revision videos (pods) on our site and the service has been incredibly well received by our pupils as an aid to 
their revision. 

It has also been an absolute joy to walk around school this week. I thoroughly enjoy visiting lessons every day, but 
with the number of applications for in-year places, it has also been a pleasure to show around prospective parents 
and pupils. As parents will be aware, we are now fully subscribed in Year 7 for September 2018 and expect other 
year groups will become fully subscribed as the year progresses. Lessons have real pace and challenge and I’ve 
seen activities this week that are new to me and which have really got our pupils up out of their places, working 
collectively and moving around the classroom. I was especially impressed by a Maths lesson last week, where a 
conversation with pupils was barely possible because they were so engaged in their learning: a race to answer 
examination questions in their team, prior to going to collect the next question, so that they could improve their 
team’s score. The challenge offered by the questions was high, but the collective approach called for pupils to think 
quickly and find the answer within minutes. It was impressive to watch. I have also seen our new lesson structure 
really providing opportunities for pupils to practise their understanding and the adoption by colleagues of the six 
part lesson really has started to transform pupils’ understanding. A Computer Science lesson also impressed this 
week. A high level of challenge, relentless pace and activities that were quickly followed by a review of the lesson 
objectives, so pupils could evidence their progress and understanding at several points throughout the lesson. 
This was accompanied by a high-level of use of technical subject specific vocabulary that was used with ease by our 
pupils. With the majority of lessons now graded as outstanding, we have seen a move from the traditional ‘chalk 
and talk’, to pupils becoming actively engaged in the learning and making impressive progress in developing their 
understanding.

Our second phase of building works is now coming to an end, with our contractors now completing the final works 
and finishing the final outstanding tasks. We are very grateful for the capital funding we have received from the 
Department of Education and are now awaiting the outcomes of additional bids we have submitted. The third phase 
of works, if our bids are successful, will begin prior to the summer and focus largely on a programme of internal 
modernisation to ensure our school has some of the very best facilities in the region.

Finally, it was a joy to listen to the East Riding Music Service orchestral performance in school this week. 
Our Year 7 pupils had a real treat as they listened to this quite exceptional concert. We are very grateful 
to the East Riding Music Service Staff Orchestra for giving of their time and for providing our pupils with 

this unique experience.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer



HeadteacHer’s 
award

Year 7
ivy donohue

charlotte anderSon

Penny garSide

Will midgley

Year 8
JameS WoodWard

lucy hare

Year 9
elSPeth Steele

matilda moorSe

liam hooker

Year 10
eloiSe clementS

olivia StiPetic
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noticeboard

Changes to data protection law

You may be aware that from 25th May 2018, the rules around data protection are 
changing. The ‘General Data Protection Regulation’ (GDPR) will change how we 
can use your personal data and keep it safe, and will also strengthen your rights 
over your own data.

The point of this is to make sure sensitive or private information about yourselves 
and your children stays safe. Whilst it is similar to the current Data Protection Act 
in many ways, there are a few differences, so we need to make a few changes at 
school in order to ensure we remain compliant.

One of these changes is that we have updated our Privacy Notice, which can be 
found on the school website www.woldgate.net

For current pupils we sought consent, when they applied to the school, for you 
to receive essential or non-essential communications, and to give or withdraw 
permission for your child’s biometrics and photograph to be used by the school 
in displays, on the school website, newsletters, newspapers, social media, 
promotional or media work.   Please note that some photos ie identification or 
video or audio coursework are NOT processed based on consent (ie non optional).  
As part of our work to comply with the GDPR, we will seek separate and specific 
consent from new parents to the school. If you would like to review the consent 
form please find a copy on our school website.

Each year we ask you to review the data the school holds about your children, 
by signing and returning a Data Collection Form. The contacts we hold are those 
with parental responsibility, but in some instances also includes others which can 
be other contacts made up of family members, friends, neighbours, etc. Please 
ensure that all individuals who are named on our school records, to be contacted 
in the instances of an emergency, are aware that you have shared their contact 
information with us.   

If you have any questions about how the GDPR affects you, or how our school has 
prepared, you can contact our Data Protection Officer: Veritau Ltd, County Hall, 
Racecourse Lane, Northallerton, DL7 8AL (schoolsDPO@veritau.co.uk).

 

end of season award winners

Woldgate Sixth Form football team finished the season last week 
away at Hanson Academy in Bradford.  They play in the Yorkshire 
area section of the College league on Wednesday afternoons.  
Following a tough start to the season, performances and results 
improved from February onwards, and the boys can feel a bit 
unlucky to not have gained a few more points in a very competitive 
league.  We wish the Year 13 players good luck in their exams and 
for the future, and hope to add to the strong Year 12 group with 
some new players from the current Year 11 next September.

This seasons awards were as follows:  Top scorer - Ned Lyon, Goal 
of the season - Nathan Barlow, Player of the season - Will Hobson

House Points totals                                  

75449 70616711807332875165
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As we approach the half term holiday, I have been talking 
to our Lower School pupils about the holidays, trips and 
activities they are planning to do during their well-earned 

break.  I have also tried to share with them the secret of how 
to make the holidays last longer; the key is to fill each day with 
a wide range of new experiences.  Studies have shown that the 
human mind ‘skips’ time when experiencing familiar surroundings 
or whilst taking part in familiar activities.  Time seems to actually 

‘slow down’ when doing something new and different.  The key to making the 
most of the half term holiday is therefore to fill it with as many different sights, 
sounds and experiences as possible.

The same could be said of a day at secondary school.  Although our pupils 
take part in five hour-long lessons during any school day, they are surrounded 
by different teachers, sights, sounds and experiences in that time.  They are 
constantly learning, refining and mastering new skills, making progress and 
achieving successes whilst meeting and working with new friends.  As a result, 
our Lower School pupils are able to fit an enormous amount of learning into 
just one day.  Our pupils work incredibly hard and they have achieved so much 
this half term; I wish them all a well-deserved holiday.

lower scHool  
weeklY awards

Great Merit awards

Year 7: kieran sHarP

Year 8: libbY skeldinG

Year 9: skYe bowMan

Great cHaracter awards

Year 7: williaM asHwortH

Year 8: Max brown

Year 9: ritcHie dunHaM

Great Value awards

Year 7: Jade HooP

Year 8: eMMa brotHers

Year 9: MeGan JessoP

forM of tHe week award

Year 7: 7nte

Year 8: 8Hlr

Year 9: 9sJe

lower scHool

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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Pupils in Upper School have had a real sense of purpose about them this week. Our Year 11 pupils 
have coped extremely well with the exams they’ve taken so far and they should be commended 
for being well prepared and in their exam rooms in good time. The booster sessions for English, 

Maths and Science to date have been well attended and staff have willingly given of their time to 
reassure and calm any last-minute exam nerves, whilst hopefully instilling some final confidence. It 
has been fantastic to see the revision notebooks being well used and carried everywhere so that 
pupils can make good use of any spare minutes during the week. 

It has been lovely to see the steady stream of enthusiastic pupils collecting their new revision guides 
and workbooks this week as they start to plan their revision for their different subjects.  For anyone that didn’t 
order books this time round, there will be a further opportunity to do this in September.  Year 10 pupils have their 
exam week towards the end of June and we are encouraging them to start practising different revision techniques 
now, so they begin to appreciate the challenges ahead of them for next year. It is only when pupils look back at all 
the work they have completed over the last few months, as they begin to condense it into revision notes, that they 
fully appreciate just how much learning has been happening.  

 

attendance, acHieVeMent & 
care co-ordinators

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

MS a LongStaff
Head of upper ScHooL

uPPer scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:
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traininG for tanzania
The second expedition training group set out for the Peak District last week. The expedition has been diverted 
from Nicaragua to Tanzania by Outlook Expeditions due to in-country issues and the students adapted well to 
the changes in training.

Unlike Team 2’s training weekend in April, Team 1 had fantastic weather and were even able to watch the 
anniversary of the Dam Busters Raid fly past over Lady Bower Reservoir.

Setting up camp was enjoyed by all and the first meal was cooked by the girls using the trangers. On the following 
day the hike was about 11 miles up to Mam Tor and down to the reservoir with the evening meal created by the 
boys. Mrs Atkinson and Mrs Wright had a few issues with their sleeping mats in their tents, but overall the team 
feel ready for Africa and are looking forward to making a difference to others’ lives in Tanzania.

keY dates

2018

suMMer terM

4tH June - 20tH JulY

traininG daYs

23rd JulY 2018

autuMn terM

5tH sePteMber - 26tH october

5tH noVeMber - 21st deceMber

cHaritY stall success

On the 10th May, our Year 8 pupils carried out a charity event raising money for Martin House Hospice and Cancer 
Research UK. All the monies have now been counted and it was a pleasure to reveal to pupils  today that they had 
raised a staggering £567.67.

Becky Nicholson from Martin House Hospice came into school to speak to the pupils about the work of Martin 
House Hospice and to collect the donation. Becky commented “It is great to see schools engage in activities for the 
community like this. This money will help us to create memories for the young people in our care and their families”.

Well done Year 8 on a great effort. Pupils currently in Year 7 will have a high target to try and beat next year!
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Year 12 students received their end of Year 12 exam results this week. This is an opportunity 
for students to reflect on how they have approached their qualifications so far and to make 
plans as they go forward. Over the coming weeks we will be mentoring students and providing 

additional support where required. After half-term we will be focusing on progression, students will 
be beginning to make their long-term plans, be that university, apprenticeships or employment.

Year 13 students had a fantastic afternoon on Wednesday at their Leavers’ Event, which was 
organised by our Senior Prefect team. We were blessed with wonderful weather and it was really 
lovely to be able to come together as a year group. At this busy and stressful time students seemed 

to fully appreciate the opportunity to let off some steam on the bouncy slide and gladiator podium! The barbeque 
also went down a treat and I was incredibly proud of the students for doing such a good job of organising the 
event. It is one of the last times they will all be together as a year group (of course prom is still to come), and as I 
watched them all yesterday, I was reminded again of what a lovely group of young people they are. The friendships 
they have formed here, with some of them going all the way back to primary school, have been of such enormous 
importance to them this year as they come to the end of their time at Woldgate. And while I know that it is hard 
for them to say goodbye to each other and to the school and staff that they have known for many years, I also 
know that they are ready, and that they will find their place in the world as they embark on their exciting futures. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Year 13 students every possible success, for their exams and 
for their future.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

sixtH forM colleGe Mrs Lawson Writes:



MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion
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Every Thursday lunchtime, a group of Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 pupils can be found enjoying 
Woldgate’s Film Club.  In our own version of Kermode and Mayo’s Film Review, over forty pupils 
discuss what films and genres they enjoy before choosing a film to watch which appeals to 

their interests.  Ms Barker, who runs the Film Club describes them as a “brilliant group” who love to 
share the film experience and discussions.  The films have been loosely linked with novels and recent 
showings have included: “Gulliver’s Travels” a modern adaptation of “Journey to the Centre of the 
Earth” and a popular choice was “Captain Underpants”.  

The school has been affiliated to Love Film for some time and this enables pupils to choose a range of films and 
also to review them. Pupils commented that they enjoyed the friendly, warm haven of Film Club with like-minded 
young people who have become friends.  

Pupils are always looking out for suggestions and Ms Barker is particularly keen on showing “Classics” which have 
become old favourites, so any parents or carers who have a favourite (U or PG only) and would like to explain why 
it’s a favourite and why pupils should see it, please get in touch. 

The Film Club takes place in D8 at 12.45pm every Thursday; bring your own popcorn!

50/50 Prize draw

Congratulations go to Mrs Sharp winner of May’s 50/50 Club Draw. 

FoWS would like to thank all who have joined the 50/50 Club. To join costs from £2 per 
month payable direct debit to the club for one ticket (each additional ticket is £2, you can 
buy as many as you wish). 

50% of the money raised in is given in prize money and the remaining 50% benefits the 
whole school.

Anyone over the age of 18 years, connected with the school is eligible to join, if interested 
use the following link to the 50/50 club direct debit form and further information. 

http://www.woldgate.net/media/wysiwyg/1510833822_FoWS_50_50_Club_web.pdf


