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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Date for your diary 

Summer Soirée

12th July 2018

LocaL SchooLS Shoot 
New VeNue, Same oLd high StaNdardS!

This year’s Sporting Clay Shoot for the “North Wolds Gun Club Local Schools Trophy” was held on Sunday 13th 
May.  This is the annual competition in which Woldgate School and Sixth Form College pupils compete against 
members of other local schools, an event that has been held for almost thirty years.

Regretabely, North Wolds Gun Club have had to disband due to the loss of their ground, but fortunately another 
local clay shooting club, Derwent Valley Gun Club, stepped in to host the event.  The perpetual trophy for the 
overall “High Gun” however continues to be the shield provided by North Wolds, in recognition of them 
initially launching the event and their long term commitment over three decades.

Full write up on page 6

Woldgate School Trophy winners
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

The half-term began well and, over the next seven weeks, we have numerous visits to help place 
learning in context, to provide new experiences, or alternatively to start equipping our pupils 
and Sixth Form students with the necessary skills for further study or work.

The visits started on Thursday with our young people departing to visit The National Holocaust Centre 
and Museum. The centre promotes an understanding of the roots of discrimination and prejudice, and 
the development of ethical values, leading to a greater understanding within society. They use the 
history of genocide as a model of how society can break down, which emphasises how current and 
future generations must carefully examine and learn from these tragedies. It also promotes respect 

for human rights, equal opportunities and good citizenship, which has greater resonance than ever in our culturally 
diverse society.

In addition, Year 12 will be attending the UCAS conference later this term which will provide an opportunity to meet 
with representatives of all of the leading universities and also employers. The visit is an integral part of our Sixth 
Form programme and has, in the past, provided our Sixth Form students with an opportunity to collect information, 
meet key representatives and to start finalising their plans for the future. Later this term, our Year 9 pupils will be 
visiting Hull University. The ACE day aims to address some of the misconceptions students have about university. It’s 
designed to increase awareness of further and higher education and to raise aspirations. It is also a day of fun-based 
activities on campus, facilitated by undergraduates, exploring what it means to be a university student. It also 
provides our Lower School pupils with an insight into the exciting courses that are available at University.

Towards the end of June, our Year 7 will be visiting Helmsley Castle and Rievaulx Abbey as part of their curriculum 
in History. The visit builds on the work pupils have been undertaking in class and really does bring learning to life, 
as they walk around both of these important historical sites. Our London visit in July for Performing Arts will also 
provide a curriculum link and allow our children to experience theatre at its very best, giving a brilliant insight and 
opportunity to observe the very best performances.

We have also extended our Work Experience programme to two weeks this year for our current Year 10 pupils. Our 
pupils have historically benefitted from being within the workplace, as for some, this is their first introduction to 
a world beyond education. It is an exciting opportunity to work alongside others in a business environment and to 
explore potential career options for the future. I know placing 164 pupils has not been easy for our co-ordinator, but 
I am very grateful for the support of colleagues, pupils and parents in helping to facilitate this unique experience. It 
really can, at its very best, open eyes to the possibilities and opportunities that await our children.

Finally, if you are able to attend our end of year Summer Soirée on the 12th July, I can assure you of an evening of 
good music, drama and performances from previous pupils who are now full time musicians, current pupils and, of 
course, we will be once again joined by local musical groups and our primary partner schools. The event also helps 
to support the school and is instrumental in helping to fund many of the extra curricular opportunities we provide. 
So please do make a note in your diary, have an enjoyable evening and help support your local community school at 
the same time.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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headteacher’S 
award

Year 7
FeNtoN hYde

FiNLeY Baker

eLoiSe Sharp

katY duNham

SkY harriSoN

Year 8
SoL maYNard

iSLa mcdaid

Year 9
SaFFroN SuNLeY

edward cardY

Year 10
thomaS wiggiNS

BeLLa roBiNSoN

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

Calling all male voCalists

Very shortly the Performing Arts department will be preparing 
for the Summer Soirée, our large scale, festival style event. This 
will take place on Thursday 12th July at Woldgate School. 

We would very much like to have a Boys Vocal Group perform 
in the Summer Soirée. The intention is to provide an enjoyable 
musical experience and at the same time build on the vocal 
techniques that may help them if they are considering taking on 
leading roles in future musical performances. 

This group will meet on a weekly basis on Friday registration in 
J16. Boys from all Year groups are welcome to join this musical 
ensemble and we would especially encourage those boys who 
have an interest in the Performing Arts as it would be of great 
benefit for them to be involved with the wider musical activities 
at Woldgate. 

For more information see Mr Schofield or Mrs Bartlett.

Can you help?

Our Year 10 work experience will take place weeks 

commencing 9th and 16th of July. We would be 

grateful to hear from anyone with connections to 

local businesses who would be willing to offer 1 or 

2 weeks work experience for a Year 10 pupil during 

this period.

Work experience gives our pupils the opportunity 

to learn new skills, meet new people and gain a 

valuable insight into working life.  Please contact 

school on 01759 302395 for more information.

�

keY dateS

2018

Summer term

4th JuNe - 20th JuLY

traiNiNg daYS

23rd JuLY 2018

autumN term

5th SeptemBer - 26th octoBer

5th NoVemBer - 21St decemBer
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Respect for others is one of the fundamental values of Woldgate School, and this is evident in the 
everyday school lives of our Lower School pupils.  Pupils frequently hold open doors for other 
pupils as well as staff, and are always polite and courteous to staff and other pupils.  These values 

are embedded into every lesson, form registration and assembly across all year groups, and pupils are 
frequently reminded of the school ethos and expectations.  However, respect for others is not only taught 
through assemblies, form registration and lessons; it is modelled by our staff and older pupils who are 
role models for our younger pupils.

Respect for others plays a crucial part in the learning, progress and well-being of all our pupils.  Pupils are able to work 
with others, share ideas and discuss their differences openly and reasonably.  Our pupils are rewarded for showing 
respect to others, with the award of ‘Great Value’, in their contribution to the school community.  With an understanding 
of the importance of respect, pupils are aware of the impact of their actions not only upon their own learning, but the 
learning of others.  Most of all, pupils and teachers are able to work together most effectively to ensure our pupils 
reach their full potential, each and every day.

I’m Ella from Year 7. I recently took part in my 1st race 
of the season, Leeds Aquathon, it was a really hot 
day, I surprised myself, coming 3rd out of the pool and 
had a great run. 

This year I have moved up into the 13-14 age group 
(I’m only 12) I have lots more pool and open water 
triathlons and aquathons to take part in over the 
summer.

I really enjoy the training and the taking part. I swim 
for Pocklington Dolphins 4 nights a week and attend 
Clifton Cycle club on a Monday night and Saturday 
morning. 

Lower SchooL

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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This week has been an interesting one, catching up with our Year 10 pupils following their return 
from the half term break where once again, they seem to have immersed themselves in lots 
of different activities and have plenty of tales to tell.  Year 10 pupils are also preparing for 

their exam week towards the end of June and are starting to think about different types of revision 
methods. This exam week will highlight the importance of exam skills such as reading questions 
carefully, planning time effectively to fully answer all questions and checking final answers to ensure 
mistakes have not been made.  Given that pupils so often enjoy using technology please encourage 
them to use GCSEPod where they can access a variety of different short videos via their computers, 
phones or iPads.  Since January, our Upper School pupils have accessed in excess of 12,000 pods which 

is fantastic to see and many pupils are getting into great habits of using the pods to prepare for their upcoming 
lessons by doing some work in advance.

Young people face a number of challenges, whether it be coping with exams through to thinking about their future 
opportunities after their GCSEs.  A new online service accessed via www.thirteen.me.uk provides information and 
support on a wide range of topics, from emotional well-being and staying safe to family and relationships.  Young 
people can access instant information and advice at any time and the website also includes practical advice for any 
adults who are supporting young people, especially if they are concerned about them in any way.

 

atteNdaNce, achieVemeNt & 
care co-ordiNatorS

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS K MiLne

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

MS a LongStaff
Head of upper ScHooL

upper SchooL Ms Longstaff Writes:
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The second expedition training group set out for the Peak District last week. The expedition has been diverted 
from Nicaragua to Tanzania by Outlook Expeditions due to in-country issues and the students adapted well to 
the changes in training.

Unlike Team 2’s training weekend in April, Team 1 had fantastic weather and were even able to watch the 
anniversary of the Dam Busters Raid fly past over Lady Bower Reservoir.

Setting up camp was enjoyed by all and the first meal was cooked by the girls using the trangers. On the following 
day the hike was about 11 miles up to Mam Tor and down to the reservoir with the evening meal created by the 
boys. Mrs Atkinson and Mrs Wright had a few issues with their sleeping mats in their tents, but overall the team 
feel ready for Africa and are looking forward to making a difference to others’ lives in Tanzania.

Continued from page 1

The event provides an opportunity for complete beginners to have a go at a new sport and a number of participants fell 
into that category, everyone breaking at least a few targets.  A dry, sunny afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

The “Senior” (Year 10 and above) section was won by a former winner of the main trophy, Joe Findlay of Woldgate, with an 
excellent 21/25 targets.  Zak Mlemendjian of Woldgate was not far behind to take third with 17.

The “Junior” (Year 9 and below) competition saw another very tight finish between Harvey Sewell and Matt Smith, both 
of Woldgate.  Last year a shoot-off was needed to separate them, Matt winning out on that occasion.  This year proved 
almost as close, Harvey coming out on top with an outstanding 23/25, with Matt second on 22.  Pushing them all the way 
and improving on his last year’s score by a significant margin, in third place on 21, was Ross Tweedy, also of Woldgate. 

The fact that the junior scores compare so very favourably with the seniors’ indicates some outstanding talent in those 
younger years. 

As well as individual trophies to keep, all those with high scores were offered a year’s free membership of the gun club.  
Overall “High Gun” was Harvey Sewell and he was presented with the perpetual “North Wolds Gun Club Local Schools 
Trophy,” to hold for the year.  

Many thanks are due to the hard working team at Derwent Valley Gun Club, for their time and expertise in providing a 
thoroughly enjoyable afternoon, ably taking over from the outstanding service North Wolds had provided over the years.

eVeNterS chaLLeNge FiNaLiStS

On Friday 25th May The Woldgate Equestrian Team travelled to the infamous Hickstead which isn’t too far away from 
Brighton.  They had qualified for a National competition so the team became finalists in the Eventers Challenge, which 
was held 26th and 27th May. 

As you can imagine it was quite a long journey for the ponies, the riders, not forgetting the drivers.  The weather was 
unbelievably hot which made it more tricky, however the girls remained  calm and focused on the job in hand and 
performed really well on both days of the competition.  They were in the placing and were awarded 7th place out of 32 
schools which was an amazing achievement, as you can imagine the girls were very excited !
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Our Year 13 students have been a credit to themselves and to the school as they have embarked 
on their final exams this week. They have been focused and calm in their approach and as 
always I have felt very proud of them. I know they are all working incredibly hard to keep their 

revision going right up to their last exam and I look forward to celebrating with them on results day, 
Thursday 16th August.

Year 12 are now also looking ahead to their post-16 options. As well as the UCAS convention which 
takes place on Thursday 21st June in Sheffield, students are also going to be beginning work on 
their personal statement and attending university Open Days. All universities offer Open Days on 

weekends and we would ask that if students must attend Open Days during the week that they limit this to three 
in total so as to not adversely affect their progress due to missed lessons. We will be spending time in registration 
and assemblies over the coming weeks supporting students in researching their future options and we look 
forward to welcoming parents and students at our UCAS information evening which takes place in the main hall 
on Wednesday 20th June at 6:30pm. Students have also now received this year’s UCAS buzzword so they can set 
up their account on the UCAS website and begin their application process.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

SiXth Form coLLege Mrs Lawson Writes:
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MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion

Year 8 pupils in English have just finished studying the novel “Private Peaceful” by Michael 
Morpurgo.  The story, set just before and during the first years of World War 1 follows the 
experiences of two brothers, Tommo and Charlie Peaceful and their family.  The moving story 

with its themes of camaraderie and courage, innocence and brutality are particularly poignant as we 
are reaching the centenary of the end of the Great War.  

Pupils have studied the wider context of the story and researched poets, writers and family members who 
experienced the tragedy and horror of the trenches.  As part of a homework project, pupils were also encouraged 
to create their own representations of the trenches in which Tommo, Charlie and Horrible Sergeant Handley find 
themselves, a long way from home.  Two Year 8 pupils have risen to the challenge with their models. 

Elena wrote: “To create this layout, I needed a piece of cardboard that I painted brown.  Then I stuck on the soldiers, 
stones and different plants.  I have stuck a few soldiers on to give the effect of a real trench and of wounded soldiers.”

Caitlin wrote: “When I started the trenches project, I wanted people to see my project in 3D so my mum suggested a 
collage.  I got some spare cardboard as the base and began.  I looked up facts to put in No Man’s Land to remember 
our fighters.  I also went into the garden to get a few pieces of rock to stick down on No man’s Land to make it 
realistic.  Unfortunately, the rocks refused to stick so I put them back in the garden! I drew flags of a few of the 
countries that fought: Britain, France and Germany.  I like my trenches very much and I hope that we can all learn 
more facts about WW1 by looking at my project”  


