
Literacy Week!

“Beth Shalom” – Thursday 7Th 2018
“What hurts the victim the most is not the cruelty of the 

oppressor, but the silence of the bystander”  Arek Hersh, Holocaust Survivor.

On Thursday 7th June 2018 we took fifty of our Year 9 pupils to visit the National 

Holocaust Centre and Museum (Beth Shalom). 

Read about the visit to The National Holocaust Centre and Museum on page 6
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’



HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

As you will be aware, our pupils visited the National Holocaust Centre and Museum last week. 
They were exceptional ambassadors for the school and our community and I know from 
speaking to pupils how valuable they found this experience. I’m sure, for many, it will make them 

reflect on how society can break down, and remind our pupils how current and future generations 
must carefully examine and learn from these tragedies. It was also an honour to receive recognition 
from the museum of the school and community’s sixteen year commitment and partnership with the 
National Holocaust Centre and Museum in Laxton ensuring our pupils have such experiences. This is 
largely due to our exceptional Head of Religious Studies, Mrs Shearing, who like other colleagues, has 
given her time freely to facilitate and lead such an opportunity for our children.

Over the last few weeks, it has been great to see the wealth of other opportunities available to our pupils. I doubt 
many schools will have pupils competing in an equestrian team or Clay Pigeon shooting. Both of these activities are 
run by volunteers and parents, who once again have given their time to provide such unique experiences for our 
pupils, for which we are very grateful.

This week, our Year 11 pupils have received their Year Book as recognition of their time at the school. The Year 
Book brings together many memories, for both tutors and pupils, remembering the many years they have spent 
at Woldgate School. It has been an absolute privilege to work with these young people; their commitment and 
hard work throughout the examination period has been exemplary. Many very important examinations remain, but 
hopefully the frequency of tests may lessen for some. I do wish our pupils the very best as they enter this final stage 
and I am very much looking forward to seeing the majority return come September, as they enter our Sixth Form.

Literacy Week has once again proved very popular with our pupils this week and it has been great to see the many 
activities in Form time. For our pupils, it is wonderful that reading and the love of a good book and the English 
language remain so very popular.

Year 10 will be, for the first time, taking more formal examinations in the main hall, as they start preparing for the 
start of their final examinations in Year 11. If you feel your child is finding this period difficult, due to the additional 
pressures that examinations bring, then please do contact school to let us know so that we can support you and 
your child.

Finally, I would like to thank parents, pupils and my colleagues for an excellent start to the final half-term of the 
academic year. School has been calm and purposeful and it was a joy to see pupils and Sixth Form students actively 
engaged in learning - working in pairs and groups to make rapid progress in understanding new concepts and ideas. 

It was also a pleasure on Friday to share this with colleagues, who joined us from North Yorkshire to see the school 
and to meet pupils and teachers. The feedback was so very positive. I feel, in a society where the accomplishments 
of children and the next generation are often marred by negativity, as individuals and society focus on the negative, 
we should, as a community, be very proud of who we are, the fabulous young people who are part of this school and 
what we have achieved as community and a school. I am so very proud of our children.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

Calling all male voCaliStS

Very shortly the Performing Arts department will be preparing 
for the Summer Soirée, our large scale, festival style event. This 
will take place on Thursday 12th July at Woldgate School. 

We would very much like to have a Boys Vocal Group perform 
in the Summer Soirée. The intention is to provide an enjoyable 
musical experience and at the same time build on the vocal 
techniques that may help them if they are considering taking on 
leading roles in future musical performances. 

This group will meet on a weekly basis on Friday registration in 
J16. Boys from all Year groups are welcome to join this musical 
ensemble and we would especially encourage those boys who 
have an interest in the Performing Arts as it would be of great 
benefit for them to be involved with the wider musical activities 
at Woldgate. 

For more information see Mr Schofield or Mrs Bartlett.

�
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LiTeracy Week 11Th -15Th June

This week has been Literacy Week at Woldgate School. All Form Groups have been completing Literacy 
challenges in Registration to earn house points and develop their Literacy skills.

The aim of Literacy Weeks are to encourage pupils to see the links between all their lessons and the Literacy 
skills which support them. They have completed challenges ranging from quizzes to word searches. As always 
they have been enthusiastically completed by all the Year Groups involved. 

The activities for this week were created with spelling, punctuation and enjoyment of reading in mind. Having 
accurate spelling and punctuation ensures pupils can communicate their ideas clearly which will help them 
achieve in all of their subjects. These skills can easily be developed through reading regularly too. 

Well done to all the pupils involved this week…results to follow!

Here is one of the activities pupils undertook this week:

Improve my paragraph

Below is a paragraph with NO PUNCTUATION. 

Your task is to add punctuation to this so the paragraph becomes a positive 

piece of text for the reader to read. 

Good Luck!

Dear Jack I want a friend who knows what caring is all about you are generous 

kind thoughtful friends who are not like you admit to being useless and inferior 

you have changed my expectations for other people I long for your friendship 

I have no feelings whatsoever when we’re apart I can be forever happy will 

you let me be your friend Jill

Music ExaM succEss

Congratulations to Laura Elliott-White who passed Grade 6 Clarinet with Merit
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Over the last few weeks, I have been visiting our local primary 
schools and talking to Year 5 and Year 6 pupils about life at 
Woldgate School.  During these talks, I have been describing 

all the amazing opportunities available to our pupils, including 
opportunities to take part in the school musical, become subject 
ambassadors, or represent the school in sports teams.  I have been 
discussing our school motto, our ‘Reach for the STARS’ ethos and 
our House system.  The primary school pupils I have spoken to have 

all been incredibly excited about starting at Woldgate School, and it serves as a 
good reminder about how much our pupils have achieved as a community.

On Thursday, our Design & Technology department hosted the Woldgate 
Technology Challenge at the KP Club in Pocklington, and Year 5 and Year 6 pupils 
from a range of local primary schools took part.  The afternoon was great fun, 
with pupils working together to create a bus out of nothing but straws, tape and 
cardboard.  They then had to present their design to the rest, with Mrs Stanford 
and Mr Longfellow acting as judges.   Everyone had a great time, and thank you 
to Mrs Stanford and Mr Longfellow for organising the event.

LoWer schooL  
WeekLy aWards

GreaT MeriT aWards

year 7: Jensen de Vries

year 8: racheL carrinGTon

year 9: eLLa Murphy

GreaT characTer aWards

year 7: eLoise curran

year 8: hoLLy cooper

year 9: Jay eTherinGTon

GreaT VaLue aWards

year 7: aisLinG TiMMis

year 8: aMy WheaTLey

year 9: kaTie sTeWarT

ForM oF The Week aWard

year 7: 7kMc

year 8: 8VJe

year 9: 9kea

key daTes

2018

suMMer TerM

4Th June - 20Th JuLy

TraininG days

23rd JuLy 2018

auTuMn TerM

5Th sepTeMber - 26Th ocTober

5Th noVeMber - 21sT deceMber

LoWer schooL

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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This week has been a busy one for all our Upper School pupils.  On Wednesday, our Year 11 pupils 
formally went onto study leave and the majority of pupils will only attend school to sit their 
remaining few exams.  Of course, should they want to still attend, they can make use of the 

revision room provision that has been put in place until the end of next week when their exams are 
completely finished.  It was fantastic to see them leave on Wednesday wearing their Leavers’ hoodies 
and eagerly looking through their Year Book which brought together all their memories of the last 
five years at Woldgate.

Meanwhile, our Year 10 pupils all had individual meetings with a key member of staff during Thursday 
morning in order to celebrate their recent successes and think ahead, not only to their Year 10 exams which start 
soon, but to discuss their priorities as they think ahead to Year 11.  Inevitably, some of the conversations turned to 
goals and aspirations for the future and it is lovely to hear about all their ambitions for the future and how they 
intend to get there!  Our young people have so much choice available to them and it is exciting to share that journey 
with them as they explore their different options and ultimately achieve their individual successes.

 

aTTendance, achieVeMenT & 
care co-ordinaTors

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS K MiLne

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

MS a LongStaff
Head of upper ScHooL

upper schooL Ms Longstaff Writes:
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Continued from page 1, Mrs Shearing Writes:

“Beth Shalom” translates as “House of Peace” and is dedicated to remembering the horrors of the Holocaust.

Beth Shalom opened in 1995, and is England’s only Holocaust Museum. The centre was founded by brothers James 
and Stephen Smith following a family visit to Israel in 1991. During their time there the family visited Vad Vashem, 
Israel’s Holocaust museum. The brothers felt it was so important to learn about the Holocaust, so they decided to 
gather a few pictures and resources together in a few rooms in their family home. As more and more people started 
to visit, and after funding was gained, the brother’s opened Beth Shalom. The brother’s began to contact and ask 
Holocaust survivors if they would be willing to speak about their experiences to adults and school children. The 
centre continued to grow from there and has extended as the years have gone by. 

Today’s visit to Beth Shalom was very significant for Woldgate School as it marked the sixteenth year we have 
visited the centre. I was very proud to receive a certificate for this to mark Woldgate’s continued commitment to 
educating our young people about the Holocaust. 

Our Year 9 pupils learnt many things on their visit and there was also time to reflect on what they had learnt and how 
they can make a difference as they continue their time at Woldgate and beyond. The day began with an introduction 
to what the Holocaust was and what key events led to it. Pupils were asked to think about the choices people 
made and how these events began. Pupils had a good opportunity to visually learn about the key events and also 
to find out about the lives of those who lived at that time as they worked their way around the museum. It was a 
valuable experience to see real items from the past and the stories behind them. Pupils listened and answered many 
important questions as our guide explained many aspects of what it was like to live during that period of time.

Pupils had some time to look at the memorial gardens and visit some of the artwork and memorials that had been 
set up. Many of our pupils placed a single stone on the children’s memorial, which represents the one and a half 
million children that were murdered during the holocaust. 

Pupils also had time to look at the centre’s book shop and many sat in the garden’s to enjoy their lunch.

During the afternoon session, pupils met a Holocaust survivor called Harry Bibring. Harry was born in 1925, in 
Vienna. His father owned a clothing shop. Harry enjoyed ice skating, learning about mechanics, and spending time 
with his sister, Gerta. In November 1938 Harry’s father’s business was destroyed during Kristallnacht, and he was 
arrested soon after. Harry did escape Nazi persecution and then came to England on the Kinder Transport.

“I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to Beth Shalom. We were able to find out about specific people who were in the holocaust 
and what the concentration camps were really like. Even though it was a touching story, it was still very informative and 
interesting. My favourite thing about it was listening to Harry, who survived the Holocaust at age 13. He was also very 
inspiring and gave us a lot to think about.“ Georgie Taylor 
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As we move further into this final half-term, Year 12 students are well on their way with their 
second year of A level studies.  The second year content is another step up from Year 12 
and students will find it necessary to continue to work hard right through to the end of the 

summer term to ensure they are fully prepared for the challenges of Year 13.  Support is available 
for all students if they feel they would like additional help with their subjects or managing their 
independent study time.  Form tutors, subject teachers, Mrs Bourne and myself are on-hand to help.

We are also launching our Progression Programme next week, beginning with an explanation of the 
UCAS process and an afternoon of activities on Wednesday including a guest speaker from Lincoln 

University.  I look forward to welcoming parents and students on Wednesday evening to the UCAS Information 
Evening which takes place in the Main Hall at 6:30pm.  We look forward to supporting our students and their families 
as they make these important decisions about their future pathway, whether that is university, apprenticeship 
or employment. Therefore, in these initial stages of the Progression Programme we will be encouraging and 
supporting our students to complete detailed research about all of the options available to them before making 
any final decisions.

We will be hosting a number of events this term and in the autumn to aid students’ research into all available 
options.  Students who choose not to go to university will also receive advice, information and support on 
apprenticeships, gap years and employment.  We will be working with students on how to conduct research into 
future career options and education pathways, as well as helping them to write personal statements, cover letters 
and job applications.

It is an exciting time in the Sixth Form as we see our students cementing their future goals and aspirations and it 
is a joy to be able to support them throughout that process.

For many of our Year 13 students, they are down to their final few exams.  I would like to congratulate them all on 
their exemplary conduct throughout the exam period and look forward to seeing them on Results Day in August, 
and of course at their Leavers’ Prom.

house poinTs

77589 730337510877417 72959

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

siXTh ForM coLLeGe Mrs Lawson Writes:
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MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion

At the end of the last Half Term we sadly said good bye to Clare Terry our Lead Teaching Assistant.  
Clare originally joined the Learning Support Team 11 years ago and worked with a pupil with 
severe autism in order for him to access a mainstream school education.  She was brilliant at 

being creative and imaginative; able to devise methods and resources which would enable the pupil 
to access the curriculum at his level and school life in general.  When this pupil left and his younger 
sister arrived it was natural that Clare would be asked to use her skills to support in many similar ways 
and another five years began.

Clare is a true example of professionalism: in classes all pupils benefit from her experience, creativity and care.  
She mentors pupils, offering guidance and support and always has such patience and understanding with SEND 
pupils; her calmness is often commented on. 

Clare has always put one hundred percent plus into her work; she has been a huge asset to the Department, 
in administration, mentoring and supporting the other Teaching Assistants.  She is incredibly organised and 
efficient and we are all grateful for her attention to detail. 

We are so sad to see Clare go, but we wish her every success in her new position.

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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