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Welcome 
Back!
A signed picture from the Brownlee 
Brothers congratulating Pupils, Parents 
& Staff on all their hard work, making 
the school one of the highest performing 
academically in the region and 
the country
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Pupils, Sixth Form students, colleagues and parents have once again achieved record outcomes for the school. 
It was an absolute pleasure over the summer holiday to welcome our Year 11 and Sixth Form students into 
school to collect their results. It was also especially nice to once again meet so many parents and to celebrate 

their child’s achievements together.

Our results will, once again, make the school one of the highest performing academically in the region and the 
country. 86% of pupils achieved an A*-C (9-4) in Mathematics. 84% of pupils achieved an A*-C (9-4) in English. 77% 
of pupils achieved an A*-C (9-4) in English and Mathematics. 60% of pupils achieved the new Grade 5 ‘strong pass’ 
or above in both English and Mathematics. 55% of pupils achieved an A*-A (9-7) grade.

We are very proud of the achievements of our pupils and it is especially wonderful to see over 55% achieving the new ‘harder’ 9-7 
grade (A*-A) equivalent. 

Results in Sixth Form are also impressive. 59% of students secured an A*-A grade at A level or equivalent. 89% of students secured 
an A*-B grade at A level or equivalent. 97% of students secured an A*-C grade at A level or equivalent. 

Results, such as these, are only possible due to the combination of determination and commitment of students, dedication of staff 
in delivering high quality teaching and the support of parents to ensure our young people are cared for, supported and challenged 
to do their very best.

It was also an absolute joy to receive a letter from Stephen Fry, the Brownlee Brothers and Leeds United Football club. All 
encouraging our pupils to work hard and to achieve their potential. I am exceptionally grateful to these individuals who have given 
of their time and kindly put pen to paper. I have used their thoughts to help devise my assembly this week. I especially love the 
comment from Jonny and Alistair, “the harder you work the luckier you get”. 

It is often interesting, I feel, that we celebrate those we see as gifted and talented, but often forget that their talents are not 
simply gifted, but nurtured through hard work, determination and perseverance. Pablo Picasso in his painting ‘Guernica’ produced 
over 70 paintings and drawings before producing the final work. Few remember that Beethoven actually produced over 650 pieces 
of music, honing his skills throughout a lifetime and today we remember only the best. Thomas Edison, arguably the creator of the 
lightbulb, was as notorious at the time for his successes as failures. With over 1094 inventions, how many do we remember and how 
easily do we forget the determination, perseverance and hard work that led to such a brilliant product.

At times I think we also assume that those that are ‘brilliant’ must have known of their ability. Well, Steve Wozinak who partnered 
with Steve Jobs to create so many revolutionary products refused to give his job up at Hewlett Packard to join Steve Jobs. It is 
hard to believe the genius who Steve Jobs relied upon to make his vision a reality, lacked the confidence to believe in himself. 
The founders of Google were similar, both doubting their ability to make their creation, an algorithms that searched the web, a 
successful product. They, therefore, decided to sell their company and would have walked away with barely anything if the buyer 
had not pulled out of the sale. Hard to believe when we consider both companies are now global leaders, with Apple making profits 
of over $1 trillion dollars. 

Headteacher's Welcome Continued on page 6

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard
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Summer Soirée

 
 

 

 
 

Musical Auditions 
 

When?  
Monday 10th Sept. Lunchtime 12:50:  

Taster session (those interested in being 
involved in the production must attend) 

 
 
 

Tuesday 11th Sept. After school (3:50pm until 
approximately 5:15pm): Main Auditions (only 
those interested in auditioning for a main part) 

 

Where? 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT J BLOCK (J15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Results from the East Riding Athletic Championships

At the end of last term the PE department took 35 pupils to 
Costello Stadium in Hull to compete against other schools in 
the annual East Riding Athletics Championships.  There were 21 
schools at the championships, and most events had between 15 
and 20 competitors, so to get a medal was a great achievement.  
Everyone enjoyed the day and performed well, achieving the 
following medals:

Bronze

Tyler Boynton, Year 7 - Discus
Charlotte Anderson, Year 7 - 800m

Abbie Eastwood, Year 8 - 800m and 1500m
Holly Johnson, Year 8 - 100m
Jess Feehan, Year 8 - Javelin
Sol Maynard, Year 8 - 1500m
Grace Foster, Year 8 - Discus
Lewis Gossip, Year 8 - 300m

Silver

Maya Baxter-McPhee, Year 7 - Shot Putt
Mark James, Year 7 - High Jump

Kieran Herd, Year 9 - Javelin
Rose Ella, Year 9 - 1500m

Gold 
(East Riding Champions)

Luci Dempster, Year 7 - Discus
Eddie Shirley, Year 8 - Javelin

Lewis Gossip, Year 8 - 100m and 200m

Congratulations to everyone who took part!

It's not too late to enter the Derwent Dash 10k - Taking place 
on Sunday 16th September 2018 in Stamford Bridge

Children's 1K Race 9.15am

10K Start Time 10am

Raising funds for Stamford Bridge Primary School and 
Stamford Bridge Community Pool

For more information and to enter go to  
www.derwentdash.co.uk

Reminder: School Photographs

Please note that Form group and individual photographs are to be taken on Thursday 13th September.   If you have 
a child in Year 7-11 please note that they should ensure they are wearing summer uniform (shirt, tie, blazer and skirt/
trousers) - no jumper is required on this occasion.   Students in Years 12 and 13 should wear smart casual clothing.   

Although there is a small disruption to the school day it will provide an opportunity for you to purchase a school 
photograph (details will be sent into Forms in due course), and once your child has had their individual photograph 
taken they will be asked to return straight back to their lesson.
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It was a pleasure to welcome our Lower School pupils back to school 
on Wednesday, as they embark upon what I am sure will be a fantastic 
year full of opportunities and successes.  Our pupils look incredibly 

smart in their uniforms, and carry within them an enormous sense of 
pride and dignity.  It was a pleasure too to welcome our newest pupils 
in Year 7, as they begin a new chapter in their lives as part of our school 
community.  The start of a new academic year is a chance to meet up with 
old friends, begin making new friends, and a chance to look at things 

afresh.

As I said to our Year 7 pupils on Wednesday, each day we write a page in our life stories 
and it is up to us what is written each day.  The best stories contain adventure, friendship, 
fun and humour, and focus on the hero overcoming obstacles and barriers.  Likewise, our 
pupils choose each day to make the right choices, seize opportunities and help others, 
whilst having the courage and determination to overcome their own challenges.  This 
spirit is embodied in our school motto; everything you do should be worthy of great 
merit, character and value.

Our code of conduct is based upon the phrase ‘Reach for the Stars’, and this is part of 
everyday life in school.  At the start of a new year, our pupils have the chance to think 
about their ambitions and dreams, and begin to think about how they can achieve them.  
They can also begin to think about how others can help them to achieve their potential.  
I know that this year will be a great year for our Lower School pupils, as they reach for 
their own stars, and I and the rest of the staff at Woldgate School are looking forward 
to sharing in their successes and achievements.

key DateS

autumn term 2018
5th September- 26th october

5th november - 21St december

Spring term 2019
7th January - 14th February

25th February - 5th april

Summer term 2019
23rd april - 24th may

4th June - 19th July

Staff training 
DayS

3rd September 2018
4th September 2018
15th February 2019

22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

loWer ScHool

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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Following fantastic results in August, it was lovely to welcome our pupils back to school this week.  The 
start of the new academic year is always a lovely occasion with pupils arriving in their crisp new uniforms, 
brimming with enthusiasm and looking forward to the year ahead.  I have already had several staff stop me 

to say how pleased they have been with our Upper School pupils due to the focus they have already shown in 
lessons.

After successful work experience placements in the Summer Term, many of our Year 11 pupils already have 
their end of year goals in mind and will soon be thinking about all the options open to them at the end of Year 

11.  We have had some lovely comments back from the employers who hosted our pupils, some of which have already offered 
apprenticeships, with many other pupils planning to return to our Sixth Form College.

For Year 10 pupils, it has been lovely to see them immersing themselves in their chosen option subjects and looking ahead to a 
busy term.  In order to support our Year 10 parents, we are offering an opportunity to attend a ‘Supporting your child through 
Upper School’ evening which will be held on Thursday 13th September.  Your child should be bringing home a letter but please 
contact Mrs Wright directly should you have any queries.

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

attenDance, acHievement & 
care co-orDinatorS

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS K MiLne

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

MS a LongStaff
Head of upper ScHooL

upper ScHool Ms Longstaff Writes:
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Headteacher's Welcome Continued from page 2

I mention these individuals to recognise the stunning achievements of our pupils and the time and energy they have invested in their 
work. Congratulations! Never doubt ‘the harder you work, the luckier you get’ and always remember even those who we perceive as 
brilliant or geniuses, actually had to endure failure and often lacked confidence in themselves, but proved to everyone just how incredible 
they were and ultimately how hard work makes the difference.

I am so proud of our fantastic pupils.
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It is with real warmth that I welcomed our returning Year 13 students and new Year 12 students this week. This 
year is a crucial year for both year groups: for Year 12 they will lay the foundations on which they will build in 
Year 13 as they move towards their final exams. The strength of those foundations will determine their success 

in Sixth Form, so as we welcome Year 12 students, we are also working with them to develop key study skills and 
helping them to foster excellent study habits from Day 1. For our Year 13 students, the work that they put in this 
year will determine their outcomes and will give them choice as they move forward into their chosen pathways.

One of the phrases that I return to regularly as a Head of Sixth Form is this, “It won’t be easy, but it will be worth 
it.” I think this sums up many challenges in life, but is particularly apt for Sixth Form study. As Year 12 students 

tackle the transition from GCSE to Sixth Form, and Year 13 approach their final year of study, I know that when they open their 
results envelope, next June or in June 2020, it will absolutely be worth it.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

SiXtH form college Mrs Lawson Writes:



MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion

As summer draws to a close and we start a new term, it is fitting to look back over the last few weeks and to 
formally say “Goodbye” to Year 11SGY.  It has been a privilege and a pleasure to know them as individuals 
and care for them over the past five years along with a fantastic team of Tutors. 

 I must pay tribute to Mr Macdonald who had been a Form Tutor as well as a Science Teacher for many years and 
who has now retired.   

Many will know of his Stick Insects, but as a Form Tutor, he always “Went the extra 
mile” with his Form groups, and his Christmas Parties and Secret Santa were legendary.  
We wish every happiness in his retirement.

The experience of Results’ Day as a Head of Care and Achievement is truly humbling.  
The atmosphere was charged with expectation as each pupil collected and opened 
their envelope.  There were tears of joy and shrieks of delight as the pupils shared their 
grades with their friends and families.  

Many had achieved the results they needed to join us in the Sixth Form at Woldgate School or to take the next steps on college 
courses elsewhere.  I am extremely proud of all the pupils and I wish them every success in the future.  Also, a special thanks to 
parents and carers for their wonderful support over the past five years.  

teacHing anD learning focuS  -  Being PrePared for Learning

Mrs Fox writes: For those pupils who are just joining our Woldgate family and for those already established in 

our school community, we are a school with a positive, welcoming, warm atmosphere, in which pupils take pride in 

their achievements and where each individual pupil achieves academically through consistently good teaching, in an 

environment that seeks to nurture their love of learning and challenges them to excel. 

Learning is a shared responsibility and through positive school and home relationships working together, Woldgate pupils 

will make progress. Pupils and families can take responsibility for ensuring that pupils are well organised and prepared 

for learning at all times. 

Here are some tips to help you to get the most out of your education at Woldgate. 

Your planner can be really useful tool and should be open on your desk at the start of every lesson. It contains your 

weekly timetable, an essential equipment list, and an academic year planner. You are required to record all homework 

assignments together with the date they are to be handed in. Remember to include enough detail to avoid confusion 

later. You can also use your planner to write comments or reminders such as handing in forms to your Form Tutor, or 

making note of any extracurricular clubs you attend. 

Refer to your planner and timetable each evening to ensure you have everything you’ll need for the following day such as 

books, completed homework and equipment. Pack your school bag the night before to avoid undue stress and panic in the 

morning!

Make it part of your daily routine to check that your uniform is clean and tidy. Do not forget your blazer and tie! A prompt 

start to the day (one in which you are not looking for spare uniform) makes it a productive day.  

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.


