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NEWSLETTER
‘Ev ery thing you do shou ld be worth y, of gr eat m erit, ch a r acter a n d va lu e.’
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London Theatreland tour
July 2018
It was a 'Whole new world’ filled with
‘Razzle Dazzle’ as 40 Performing Arts
pupils took to the West End in July to
finish the year in show stopping style!
Read more on page 6
Friday 21st September
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his week in assembly we talked to our Year 7 about our school motto "Everything you do should be
worthy, of great merit, character and value"
Of great merit:
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially deserving of praise or reward.

M r J B ritton

Of great character:

Headteacher

The morale qualities which define an individual.
Of great value:
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; our judgement of what is important in life.
Of great merit, places a particular emphasis on the academic. It is about working hard in lessons, completing homework
and doing your very best in assessments. In the last academic year, over 126,804 acts of great merit were celebrated
and rewarded. An incredible number when you consider that averages out at approximately 126 rewards per pupil for
outstanding work.
We are, though, as a school about more than academic achievement. As one of the highest performing schools in
the country, we are committed to ensuring our pupils receive the very best teaching, are challenged to succeed and
achieve outcomes that provide a wealth of opportunity and choice. We also believe, as a school, that it is important to
ensure academic achievement is accompanied by a desire to create a community where every young person has the
opportunity to develop in personality, character, to become a highly successful individual and member of our wider
community and society.
It is why we place an equal emphasis on character, namely good manners, kindness, and appearance, being polite
and courteous, considering how others are feeling and how our words or actions might affect people. Kindness
and showing good manners are about being friendly, generous, and considerate; they are qualities that remain as
important to the education we provide here today, as they did when the school was originally founded. It is also why
professional dress, uniform and appearance are important. They represent respect and etiquette to everyone within
the community: a pride in being part of this school. Demonstrating qualities such as showing manners, kindness,
etiquette and taking pride in our appearance, may no longer be seen to be ‘fashionable’ within our society, but they
are, within our community, qualities we believe in passionately and see as fundamental to our children preparing to
become successful individuals and productive members of our society.
Of great value, is about how our pupils seek to support and care for others within our community; the principles we
hold with regard to how we relate to others within and outside of our community. It is ultimately a judgement on
what is important in life, our individual needs balanced against the desire to be part of caring, supportive, community,
working alongside others who wish to do good, learn together and bring about positive change. It is also about giving
something back and recognising that for our community, which is also a registered charity, to be successful, we must
remember that it cannot simply be about taking, it must also be about giving, for the betterment of all.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,

Continued on page 3
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Headteacher's Welcome continued from page 2
With over 400,000 acts of great merit, character and value celebrated last year, we continue to recognise those qualities
that define this school. I do hope, you will join us by downloading our online application for your phone, tablet or access
your child’s rewards online to celebrate their achievements. The rewards we issue are not won easily and do recognise
the incredible achievements of your children and our community.



Noticeboard
Year 9 Girls and Boys Immunisations

School Uniform

Please be aware that the Immunisation Team will
be in school on Monday 8th October to immunise
Year 9 pupils (both girls and boys) for TdP, Men
ACWY (and MMR if required). Your son or daughter
will bring home an information letter from the
NHS team, a permission slip (in some instances
two permissions will be enclosed if MMR is also
required) and a booklet giving further details about
the immunisations.

If you need to order school uniform or PE kit, please feel
free to visit our main visitor reception on Tuesdays or
Thursdays between the hours of 2-4pm. Orders can be
placed and payments made, at which point parents will be
given a time and date to either collect the uniform they
have ordered, or an arrangement made to get the uniform
and kit to the pupil. If you cannot visit between these
times to place an order, or have an urgent requirement,
please contact reception to arrange a mutually convenient
time.

If you have any queries or concerns please do
not hesitate to contact the nursing team, but in
the meantime please fill in the permission slip
and return it to the pupil reception by Friday 5th
October. If you do not grant permission please
be reassured that your child will not be called to
immunisations on 8th October.

If your child needs to purchase a school tie, these can be
purchased at the pupil reception each break and lunch
time.

Early Closure - Thursday 11th October 2018

S

S

To support pupils and colleagues
ummer
we haveoirée
allocated the afternoon of the 11th October for colleagues to
work within departments and to undertake training, while also making preparations for the Open Evening.
Over 2000 people attended the Open Evening last year and the majority of our current pupils also attended
school in the evening, to work within departments and to participate in the many activities on offer. This
made for a long day, especially for our younger children and we have, therefore, following parental feedback, decided to close at 12:30pm. Buses will, therefore, run earlier than normal.
We apologise, as this will mean children will arrive home earlier than would be the norm and will then return to school later in the afternoon for the start of the event. For those parents who are unable to provide
child care, we will be offering supervision during this time. We are very grateful to parents for your support
and do apologise for any inconvenience, but we do hope you child will attend school in the morning, have a
few hours away, before then re-joining us at 6:00pm until 9:00pm the same evening.
Year 11 Careers Fair
We are holding our annual Careers Fair for Year 11 pupils on Thursday 4th October 4:30-7:00pm. We
invite all Year 11 pupils and their parents/carers to the event which will be attended by a range of
providers of Further Education, Higher Education and Apprenticeships. Pupils have received a letter
with the details on. Please ask your child for this if they have not provided it already as it contains
key information.

Musical Achievments

of great merit, character and value.’

Congratulations to Aimee Bowman who achieved a Merit in her Grade 4 Flute
exam!
Friday 21st September
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

O

ur school is a community and it is wonderful to see our pupils
meet with friends and focus on their work together. We have
had a fantastic start to the year and I know that pupils in all year
groups will do their best.

Our Year 7 pupils are settling in well to life at Woldgate School; they are
H
L
S
now finding their way around the school with confidence, making new
friends and managing their homework well. They are polite, courteous
and are eager to do well and I have no doubt they will achieve great things during the
next few years. Our Year 7 pupils will be acting as pupil guides during our upcoming
Open Evening on 11th October and I am sure they are eager to show our visitors
around the school and tell them about all the opportunities on offer.
M r L S loman

ead of ower chool

As our Year 8 pupils move into their second year at Woldgate School, it is an
opportunity for them to reflect on their first year of secondary school and develop
their interests, skills and understanding. It is also an opportunity for pupils to make
the most of extra-curricular opportunities, such as trying out for the school sports
teams, or taking part in our annual musical production. Furthermore, this year is an
opportunity for our Year 8 pupils to help and mentor our Year 7 pupils.
For our Year 9 pupils, this year is very important as they begin the process of
researching and choosing their GCSE option subjects for Years 10 and 11. They will
be guided through this important process by their subject teachers, form tutors and
Head of Care & Achievement. Over the next few months, our Year 9 pupils will begin
to consider their future plans and ambitions during their careers lessons as part of
this process.
I know that this year, our Lower School pupils will make the most of all the opportunities
our school has to offer and achieve their potential.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Jack Farrow
Year 8: Lily Foster
Year 9: Holly Cooper

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Jacob Hudson
Year 8: Evie Brooks
Year 9: Alfie Nichol

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Flora Menneer
Year 8: Lawrence Kirk
Year 9: Isla McDaid

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7MHO
Year 8: 8ECW
Year 9: 9VJE
4
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

W

hile much has been written in the press about the new GCSEs and how difficult they are, it is
true to say that GCSEs have always been challenging. Of course the exams themselves can
be very stressful (working silently against the clock to complete work that will be marked
by a complete stranger) but beneath that is the fact that exams have always tested a child's ability to
organise and prioritise their time. This is an enormous demand for many children. How well they are
able to do this will determine the kind of experience they have in Year 10 and 11.

M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

The key is to start revision habits early.

Imagine the amount of knowledge and skills a child has to learn in order to pass an exam all piled together into a
mountain of facts and information. If a child begins to revise late in the course, this is a steep climb; a formidable
amount of work to accomplish in a short space of time. This steep climb can lead to higher stress, which in turn
can lead to panic or even feelings of despondency - as though it isn't worth even trying. It is possible to motivate
children to work through these feelings but it is challenging for parents and teachers as well as the young people
themselves.
By contrast, if pupils begin early and start to climb earlier then they can go more slowly - more steadily. They are
able to appreciate their learning and become inspired by it, rather than intimidated. They can take time to enjoy
the view.
For this reason, it was a real pleasure for Mr Davies (Deputy Headteacher) to speak to parents of Year 10 pupils at
the Welcome to Upper School evening. During the evening parents looked at some of the tools and techniques
available for pupils to access, including GCSEPod - a superb resource that allows your child to revise online with
hundreds of engaging video lessons.
GCSEs are a rite of passage where pupils learn the real consequences of good habits set up early. They have always
been challenging but setting up these habits as early as possible can also make them rewarding.
We look forward to welcoming parents to more revision events in the coming years.

Friday 21st September
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Continued from page 1
Mrs Bartlett writes: After walking tours around some famous London sights we gazed in awe at the magic of
‘Aladdin’. The staging effects, magnificent routines and well-loved songs combined to create an enthralling experience
which kept us all singing into the night. Pupils also met some of the Aladdin Cast at Pineapple Studios; Covent Garden,
where we were put through our paces learning the routines to Arabian Nights and had our vocal chords put to the test
when Aladdin taught us some of his West End singing techniques in a vocal workshop. We were also treated to the
incredible choreography of Bob Fosse in ‘Chicago’ performed by one of the best casts we’d seen in a West End show.
The Live band which features heavily in the production were inspiring and we hung on every note as they jazzed the
night away. Between shows, Pupils soaked up the atmosphere in Covent Garden, and were captivated by the street
entertainers, from human statues, classical quartets and magicians. Before our journey home, we had just enough
time to have a tour of Royal Drury Lane Theatre and the actors who took us round delighted and scared us with spooky
tales and famous faces. We also got a sneaky peak at the set and costumes for the current production of 42nd Street
and it was great to learn about the tricks behind the scenes. It really was a fantastic trip jam packed full of musical fun
and we look forward to the next one!

Woldgate School 60th anniversary year
Pocklington Local History Group is meeting at Woldgate on
Thursday 18th October 7.30pm – 9.30pm
It is 60 years since Woldgate School first opened its doors for the first time, taking pupils from the town and village
primary schools. Many thousands have passed through the school in that time. Each has a story to tell so we invite anyone
with a connection to the school during it's 60 years to join our workshop meeting, especially those from the earlier years.
Some, including teachers, have already agreed to come. The the Local History Group hope to share and tell these stories.
The workshop will be held in the school hall on Thursday, 18th October at 7.30pm. It will be led by Jane Henley (a PTA
member for several years, and parent), Andrew Sefton (the Archivist for the History Society and former pupil) and John
Brown (former Head/Warden 1973-1997).
You will be welcomed with a film from the early days of the school, taken around 1959. Mr Brown will talk about some
of the highlights (and possibly low lights) of his time at Woldgate, and we are hoping the first Head Boy will share his
earliest memories of that position, followed by Head Girl or Boy from c1978 and c1998. Then all present will be asked
to complete a memory sheet and share their memories in small groups, with feedback at the end. Who has still got their
first merit slip or their first detention note? We have most of the early school magazines apart from no.1. Does anyone
have that? Bring it along if you do. We aim to produce a record of the school for posterity.

There will be a small exhibition in the foyer, manned by Andrew Sefton, with scanner at hand to record any memorabilia
and photographs you are happy to bring to the meeting. If you have any old photographs you would like to see displayed
in the exhibition please contact Andrew on asefton@gmail.com or 07929 577953.
We look forward to meeting you all but for those who may have been expecting a full-scale party – it’s
lots of memories and tea or coffee only!
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

I

t has been a really excellent start to the term as our Sixth Form
students have settled in to their studies. It was a pleasure to
welcome students and parents to the Welcome to Key Stage 5
evening last week, which was a great opportunity to discuss the
expectations and demands of Sixth Form study. The partnership
between home and school is never more crucial than at A Level
and BTEC study, when the support students receive is absolutely
M rs K L awson
crucial to their success. At Woldgate Sixth Form we have a proven
H
S
F
track record of success in supporting students to achieve highly,
and are currently placed in the top 10% of Sixth Forms and colleges nationally.
This success translates into life-changing results for young people, enabling
our students to go on to their chosen university, higher level apprenticeship or
employment pathway. Success which this year has seen a third of all our students
progress on to top level Russell Group universities.
ead of

ixth

orm

There have also been some key changes to A level qualifications over the past
three years, with all qualifications now on the new linear specifications. The key
changes are that the entire content of the course is assessed at the end of Year 13.
There is also less emphasis on coursework and more emphasis on the final exams
for the majority of courses, although coursework is still valued in a number of
subjects including History, Art, and Drama. The benefits of this are that students
can focus on the skills required for their A Level exams from the beginning of
the course, and it also enables increased teaching time across the two years.
Universities are no longer making offers based on AS results, preferring instead
to rely on predicted grades, references and personal statements.
Our Year 12 students are also underway with their Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ). The EPQ is an independent, research-based qualification where students
choose a topic which they research in-depth and then develop into an extended
piece of writing. This qualification helps students to demonstrate many of
the skills universities and employers are looking for, including independence,
time management and research skills. Students are currently in the process of
researching potential topics for their EPQ, and should ideally select a topic that
links to their chosen degree course or career.

Mrs Lawson Writes:

Key Dates
Autumn Term 2018
5th September- 26th October
5th November - 21st December

Spring Term 2019
7th January - 14th February
25th February - 5th April

Summer Term 2019
23rd April - 24th May
4th June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days
3rd September 2018
4th September 2018
15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

If you were for any reason unable to attend the Welcome to KS5 evening, please
contact Mrs Bourne who will be happy to send out the presentation information.

Friday 21st September
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I

t was photograph time in school last week. Once again, it was fantastic to see pupils at the beginning

M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

of term and to capture the start of another year for posterity. It was especially lovely to see Year 7
smiling happily, proud of their new uniforms. As each year progresses, we notice the changes and
the maturity recorded for family members to share. Like the old-fashioned photos which were sent
to the chemist we notice how pupils slowly develop; each finding their own personality and character.

Photos offer a brief instant in time; but at the end of the day it’s a static image. Over the years, we see with pleasure how pupils develop as individuals: behind the photos are personalities and talents. What a photo does not
show, however is those pupils who always try their best; are polite and compassionate and who support their
friends. But staff get to know them and have the privilege of sharing their journey. For many of us, the school photo with its varying hairstyles and facial changes is one of the few things which we keep from school. I am sure that
when families look back on the photos in a few years they will reminisce with fond memories.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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Mr S Butcher

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

