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I
M r J B ritton

Headteacher’s Welcome

truly believe that part of what makes this community so special is the holistic education we provide for
our pupils. Our extra-curricular clubs, sporting activities, the arts and House competitions, combined
with our wonderful visits programme, provide pupils with a unique opportunity to appreciate the
world around them. I have long believed that the arts and sports provide an exceptional platform upon
which pupils can develop new skills, grow in confidence and develop qualities, in an environment where
their talents are nurtured and then celebrated. This holistic approach to school life, for me, is integral to
a good education and wonderful preparation for future life.

Headteacher

It is, therefore, great to see the wealth of opportunities that are available to our pupils as part of
their curriculum or through the vast range of extra curricular visits, clubs and activities. Combined with our House
Enrichment Days colleagues work hard to ensure we provide our pupils with a breath of experience and an opportunity
to develop new interests and pursue their passions in school and beyond.
This year, we will published the activities for the year ahead in this newsletter (see pages 3 and 9). An opportunity for
parents to have a conversation and to encourage their child to look at the range of activities available to them, to have
new experiences and make new friends. These opportunities are vitally important to our young people and are often
the impetus for further study, a new hobby or a lifelong passion.
Visits that are part of the formal curriculum are also a key part of placing learning in context. Often learning in a
classroom is not sufficient to fully understand the context, as some concepts can be difficult to grasp and do need
to be experienced. Guest speakers, especially for Sixth Form, are also an important part of this process and I know
the difference a visitor speaking about their career or profession can have on helping our students to see the many
possibilities and opportunities available to them.
It is, therefore, a good opportunity to take a moment to sit with your child, especially if they have just joined the
school, to discuss which of the many activities may be of interest to them and to plan together. If you feel they may
need a little encouragement, especially if they have just joined our community, then please do telephone Mr Butcher
or Mrs Wright as they would be more than happy to help and make any introductions in school.
I know from my own former pupils and students the difference these opportunities can make. The greatest reward
for any teacher, I believe, is seeing pupils being successful in later life and it is particularly inspiring when you feel you
might have made a difference to a child’s life, that through your passion for your subject or an opportunity outside of
the classroom to go on a visit, has ignited within them a passion for learning.
I have, therefore, thoroughly enjoyed hearing from a former Sixth Form student this week who has just won an award
for becoming an outstanding PE teacher and a pupil I taught many years ago, who now works for the Mercedes F1 team
as an engineer. Being contacted by both students really did make a great start to the term and brought back many
happy memories.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Woldgate School
Clubs and Extra Curricular Activities

Of gr
eat merit, character and value

Autumn Term
Day
Monday

Activity

Room

Fitness (12.35-1.10pm)

Fitness Suite

All

Duke of Edinburgh Award (3.45-4.45pm)

E6

All

Football Training (3.45-4.45pm)

Sports Hall/Field

Year 7 and 8

Musical Production Rehearsals (3.45-5.15pm) Main Hall

All

Drama Open Studio (lunchtime)

E1

Years 10-13

Art Catch-up (lunchtime)

B3

Years 7-11

Biology Help and Support Club (3.35-4.35pm) C7

Years 10-13

Physics Help and Support Club (3.35-4.35pm) C10

Years 10-13

Summer Soirée

Tuesday

Year Group(s)

String Ensemble (12.35-1.05pm)

J17

All

Dodgeball (lunchtime)

Sports Hall

All

Table Tennis (lunchtime)

Gym

All

Drama Club (1.00-1.30pm)

E1

All

Art Catch-up (lunchtime)

B3

Years 7-11

Religious Studies Revision (12.35-1.00pm)

J6

Years 10 and 11

Wind Band (registration time)

J17

All

Woodwind Group (1.00-1.30pm)

J17

All

More Clubs and Extra Curriculum Activites on page 9

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 28th September
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

T
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

his week I have been talking to our Lower School pupils
in assemblies about the role of language in forming
and holding societies and communities together, to
coincide with the European Day of Languages on Wednesday
26th September. Language and effective communication is
a fundamental skill, and at Woldgate School we expect high
standards of communication between pupils.

I am always struck by the politeness of our pupils, and this too ensures our
school is a friendly, pleasant place to learn and work. Our pupils understand
that communication can take many forms, and even just a friendly smile or
encouraging nod can lift a fellow pupil to achieve great things.
Our pupils are fortunate in having the opportunity to study a language,
either French or Spanish. Both languages are spoken widely in the world,
and it is widely recognised that pupils who study a foreign language to GCSE
and beyond open up their future opportunities for work and travel. Learning
to speak another language gives us knowledge and insight into the lives and
beliefs of other cultures, and makes us a part of a wider, global community.
We are looking forward to welcoming Year 7 parents and pupils to our
Welcome Evening on Monday 1st October from 5:30pm. Parents will have
the opportunity to meet with their child’s Form Tutor, as well as myself and
other members of staff. Refreshments will be provided.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Flora Menneer
Year 8: Eboni Burton
Year 9: Holly Midgley

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Arthur Jefferson-Hallett
Year 8: Holly Grayston
Year 9:Niamh Fox

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Flora Menneer
Year 8: Luke Atkin
Year 9: Jamie Abrathat

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7ECR
Year 8: 8NTE
Year 9: 9JBW
4
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UPPER SCHOOL

Ms Longstaff Writes:

I

t has been a fantastic start to the new academic year and I am
excited to see that our Upper School pupils have accumulated
almost 6000 rewards between them so far, an incredible
amount for such a short time.

It has already been a very busy time for our Year 11 pupils who,
M s A L ongstaff
on the one hand, have been working hard with their controlled
H
U
S
assessments in Technology and on the other, exploring
different options for their post-16 choices. This comes ahead of
our Careers Evening which is being held on Thursday 4th October where a
variety of different companies and organisations host stalls promoting the
many varied opportunities that are waiting for our young people next year.
ead of

pper

Key Dates

chool

Autumn Term 2018
5th September- 26th October
5th November - 21st December

Meanwhile our Year 10 pupils have been enjoying settling into their full array
of GCSE courses and it has been lovely to see them settle so well into Upper
School, showing such a positive attitude, high levels of motivations and a good
work ethic. I’m looking forward to working with both the pupils, Mr Smith and
their tutors over the coming months.

Spring Term 2019

If you have any questions or concerns, I would encourage you to get in touch
with Mrs Wright who helps support the pupils on their journey through Upper
School.

Summer Term 2019

7th January - 14th February
25th February - 5th April

23rd April - 24th May
4th June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days
3rd September 2018
4th September 2018
15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Friday 28th September
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Continued from page 1
Joel from Year 13 is flying high! he recently competed in The Gliding
Aerobatics World Championships he was riding in top 10 until his last
flight, whilst in a loop, the gusting wind flipped his glider and sent
him into a spin. He recovered and tried again, only for the same to
happen. For safety reasons, Joel made the brave decision to land and
abandon his routine... for which he was commended. Obviously, in such
a tight competition, this meant he forfeited points and resulted in him
finishing in the 20’s. Still an amazing achievement against the best of
the best, and an experience he will not forget. He is planning to retry
next year!
Joel has since travelled to Buckminster Gliding Club near Grantham to
train, and compete, in the Glider Aerobatics National Championships to
defend his title of 2017 National Champion.
We are happy to say he won again!
Joel now holds all 3 of the National trophies - The Dan Smith trophy
for Aerobatic Excellence, The Saltby Aerobatic Open trophy, and The
BAeA Advanced Glider Aerobatic Champion! At just 17 years old, he is
the youngest pilot to achieve this, a phenomenal achievement for Joel
and true testament to his hard work, skill and determination as an
aerobatic pilot.

Joel is looking for support to fly in next years World Championships
at the highest level. All donations greatly received at https://www.
paypal.me/Joelsfund

Reminder Open Evening Early Closure - Thursday 11th October 2018
To support pupils and colleagues we have allocated the afternoon of the 11th October for colleagues to work
within departments and to undertake training, while also making preparations for the Open Evening. Over 2000
people attended the Open Evening last year and the majority of our current pupils also attended school in the
evening, to work within departments and to participate in the many activities on offer. This made for a long
day, especially for our younger children and we have, therefore, following parental feedback, decided to close
at 12:30pm. Buses will, therefore, run earlier than normal.

We apologise, as this will mean children will arrive home earlier than would be the norm and will then return
to school later in the afternoon for the start of the event. For those parents who are unable to provide child
care, we will be offering supervision during this time. We are very grateful to parents for your support and do
apologise for any inconvenience, but we do hope you child will attend school in the morning, have a few hours
away, before then re-joining us at 6:00pm until 9:00pm the same evening.

by Freddie O'Hara Y9
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“The School is a calm and purposeful
place.” - Ofsted
“We nurture aspiration
and a
lifelong love of
learning.”
Friday 28th September

“A school at the heart of the
community.”

Issue 144

7

Teaching and Learning Focus - Learning Environment

A

well designed classroom is crucial for effective learning. The University of Salford published a study
that shows that the classroom environment can affect a pupil’s learning and academic progress by as
much as 25%.

M rs C Fox-N icholls
Head of Teaching

At Woldgate we strive to create a learning environment that leads to inspirational teaching methods and
learning styles. Wall displays are an important part of any classroom, as they make the room more inviting
and create a better learning environment. They can set the scene for new topics, stimulate and create pupil
interest, reinforce learning and celebrate pupil success.
Here are some pictures of the high quality displays around Woldgate that reinforce that teaching and
learning is at the heart of our school.

Work of the week
Mr Geary's Year 9 Geographers have been busy creating projects to demonstrate the impact of pollution on our environment.
Here are a few examples of their amazingly creative and thought provoking pieces.

by Freddie O'Hara Y9
by Tom Smith Y9
by Sol Maynard Y9
by Tom Smith Y9
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Continued from page 3

Woldgate School
Clubs and Extra Curricular Activities (Autumn Term)
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Fitness (lunchtime)

Fitness Suite

All

Football Training (3.35-4.45pm)

Sports Hall/Field

Sixth Form

Netball (3.34-4.45pm)

Netball Court

Years 7 and 8

PC Programming (lunchtime)

A10

All

Drama Open Studio (lunchtime)

E1

Years 10-13

Art Catch-up (lunchtime)

B3

Years 7-11

Religious Studies Revision (12.35-1.00pm)

J6

Years 10 and 11

Chemistry Help and Support Club (3.354.35pm)

C1

Years 10 and 11

Brass Ensemble (1.00-1.30pm)

J17

All

Badminton (3.35-4.45pm)

Sports Hall

All

Netball (3.45-4.45pm)

Netball Court

Year 9 and above

Football Fixtures (after school)

Field

All

Robotics/Computing (3.35-4.45pm)

A10

All

Drama Open Studio (lunchtime)

E1

Years 10-13

Chamber Orchestra (registration)

J17

All

Orchestra (1.00-1.30pm)

J17

All

MFL (French and Spanish)

D10

Key Stage 3

Homework Club (lunchtime)

Every day

Geography Club (lunchtime)

J11

Badminton (lunchtime)

Sports Hall

Year 11

Drama Open Studio (lunchtime)

E1

All

Art Catch-up (lunchtime)

B3

Years 10-13

Boys’ Vocal Group (registration)

J17

All

Art Sixth Form Open Studio (lunchtimes and
after school)
Drama Sixth Form Open Studio (lunchtimes
and after school)

Sixth Form Art Studio

Years 12 and 13

E1

Years 12 and 13

Music Practice (for those receiving instrumental/vocal lessons) (lunchtimes and after
school)

Music Practice Rooms

All

Friday 28th September
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Noticeboard

B1, D1, H1 and M1 School Bus Service

This year our bus service has become more popular than ever before, and we are delighted that our newly extended
service now enables more pupils to access the excellent education and support that we offer here at Woldgate School,
with reduced journey times for many. Should you not access this service, but would like to do so, please see the
website for further information or speak to a member of staff in our school reception.

In the meantime for those who do access the service please note that some routes are at capacity (B1 and H1). It is
therefore vitally important that pupils and students only travel on the bus for which their pass allows them. Passes
must be shown to the driver on boarding the bus and to any authorised person on request. You must make sure your
child carries their pass at all times otherwise they may be refused travel.

Day passes are available on D1 and M1 services, but these are limited. These are available at break and lunch times
from our pupil reception - £2.00 for each journey on the B1, H1 and M1, and £2.50 per journey on D1. In addition, for
passholders who pay in instalments please note that the next instalment date is coming soon. Payment can be made
online, by sending cash or cheque (payable to Woldgate School) in a clearly marked envelope, which can be dropped off
at our pupil reception, or by card (at our new visitor reception).
School Photographs
Latest Payment Date B1/H1/M1 (£579)

D1 (£650)

Deposit Payment

£89			£125

30th September 2018

£70			

£75

31st October 2018

£70			

£75

30th November 2018

£70			

£75

31st December 2018

£70			

£75

31st January 2019

£70			

£75

28th February 2019

£70			

£75

31st March 2019

£70			

£75

School photographs, taken
by Tempest Photography,
have now been delivered to
school and will be coming
home with your child this
week. If you wish to purchase
a photograph/set of pictures,
please ask your child return
the order form and payment
(sealed in the envelope
provided), to pupil reception
at Woldgate School by
Monday 8th October 2018.
Thank you

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators
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Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715
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O
M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

n Saturday afternoon the English Department and support staff accompanied eighty pupils to
York Theatre Royal to see “An Inspector Calls” by Yorkshire playwright, JB Priestley which is a
GCSE Literature set text. The stage setting was inspiring and creative even incorporating falling
rain on the stage and the dramatic use of a house which opened up to allow a view into the interior
whilst action to took place on the stage. There was much in the production to prompt discussion and
debate from the pupils and the dramatic moments were hopefully memorable for those studying the
text in Year 11.

Although the play was written in 1945 and set in 1912, it contains universal themes which are relevant for our world
today. The Inspector tells the Birling family and the wider audience that we are all responsible for each other; that
our actions have ramifications for everyone around us and that we should think carefully about the consequences of
decisions we make. In school, we see this every day. We are all part of a community where shared values and respect
underpin everything that our school aims to achieve.
At the end of the play, we were fortunate to meet the actor who played “Gerald”. He was kind and approachable
and interested to know which school we had come from. He commented that the pupils in the auditorium were
well-behaved and an excellent audience. He went so far as to say: “Thanks to the students of Woldgate! You were
wonderful” and was happy for us to quote him.
A trip to see live theatre is always a special experience and on behalf of all the pupils we would like to thank Ms
Barker for organising the trip and the staff who came, especially as it was at the weekend.

Friday 28th September
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"A positive, warm and
welcoming school”
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A family of schools
with shared values
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