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NEWSLETTER
‘Ev ery thing you do shou ld be worth y, of gr eat m erit, ch a r acter a n d va lu e.’

Woldgate School
Equestrian Team
In Action

145

The National Schools Equestrian Association (NSEA) held a competition at Bishop Burton College in September.
Woldgate School entered 2 teams in show jumping in the 75cm & 85cm classes.
In the 75cm class, Hannah & Rebecca Lazenby, Lucy Jones & Loren Barnes were delighted to get a very respectable
4th placing and qualify for the NSEA Championship to be held 17-18th November at Keysoe.
Grace Foster, Lucy Jones, Tilli Dixon & Loren Barnes completed the round in the 85cm class with positive results,
but unfortunately didn’t get a placing.
The Team’s coach said “Again we have been amazed by the support, camaraderie and teamwork
of these girls”. Well done!
Friday 5th October
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his This week, it was wonderful to welcome Year 7 parents to our welcome to Woldgate School
evening. The relationship between school and home is so very important. At its best, it is a
partnership where both parties will seek to work together closely to provide the care, support and
challenge that is needed for a child’s talents to grow through academic study and the opportunity to
participate in the many activities, visits and productions that make Woldgate School unique. It is also
essential to promoting a good work ethic, ensuring that your son or daughter makes good academic
progress and achieves their potential.

Headteacher

When a child attends nursery and primary schools, that relationship is strengthened by the daily contact
we have, as parents, with those carers and teachers who look after our child. We also often see at primary, because of
that contact very successful parent teacher associations. At secondary level that relationship does change, as you might
expect as your child grows older, but it is still absolutely essential to their wellbeing and success. It is also vital for the
wider school community, as the involvement in school life ensures the breath of activities available can be supported and
the school can continue to thrive for the benefit of all.
Those opportunities are many and I would encourage parents not only to consider how frequently you contact the school
through our Care and Achievement Co-ordinators, but also if any of the opportunities available to parents may be of
interest to you.
• The details of our Care and Achievement Co-ordinators can be found in the newsletter. Mr Butcher, Mrs Wright and Mrs
Bourne are available when you need to get that last minute message to your child or if you have any pastoral queries,
but they are also an excellent resource to ask questions about subjects, homework or even just to check how your child is
doing in a particular subject. By text, telephone or e-mail, they will liaise directly with tutors and also Heads of Care and
Achievement to provide that insight. They do not teach, so they are available throughout the day.
• Our parents association, the Friends of Woldgate School provides an excellent opportunity to become involved in
the life of the school, meet colleagues informally and to support the school in providing a breath of extra-curricular
opportunities, sports and visits – it is also a great way to meet other parents, have fun and to be an active supporter of
our community. If you are interested in helping to organise events, then please e-mail lsloman@woldgate.net.
• The 50/50 club involves parents making a small contribution every month by Direct Debit. Every month half of the
money is given as a prize and the other half is used by the Friends of Woldgate School to support activities outside of
the formal curriculum and to provide exciting new facilities. If you’d like to contribute, then e-mail office@woldgate.net.
• Our Governing Body is also looking for volunteers and as Woldgate School is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a
registered charitable Trust, we are looking for skills in finance, personnel, corporate and charitable law and governance
at the moment. If you’d be interesting in helping to govern the school then please e-mail hwalker@woldgate.net and
we’ll send you an application.
• Finally, we always need help on visits and if you’d like to help support colleagues and children with a curriculum visit or
even if you’d like to run a club or activity, the please do contact us, via e-mail at office@woldgate.net.
Continued on page 3

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Headteacher's Welcome continued from page 2
As a school we aim to do the very best for the children in our care, but with your support we can do that little bit extra
which will then make a real difference and will ensure this school continues to be a great success. This term the Friends
of Woldgate have purchased picture frames for pupils art work and funded the purchase of very specialist equipment
for subject areas. I do hope you’ll take the time to become directly involved in our school or just support the events our
volunteers run.



Do have a good weekend

Noticeboard
Reminder Open Evening Early Closure - Thursday 11th October 2018
To support pupils and colleagues we have allocated the afternoon of the 11th October for colleagues to work within
departments and to undertake training, while also making preparations for the Open Evening. Over 2000 people
attended the Open Evening last year and the majority of our current pupils also attended school in the evening, to
work within departments and to participate in the many activities on offer. This made for a long day, especially for our
younger children and we have, therefore, following parental feedback, decided to close at 12:35pm. Buses will, therefore,
run earlier than normal and our site will need to be cleared of all pupils until those who are acting as Guides or subject
helpers return in the evening.
We apologise, as this will mean children will arrive home earlier than would be the norm and will then return to school
later in the afternoon for the start of the event. For those parents who are unable to provide child care, we will be
offering supervision during this time. We are very grateful to parents for your support and do apologise for any
inconvenience, but we do hope you child will attend school in the morning, have a few hours away, before then re-joining
us at 6:00pm until 9:00pm the same evening.

FOOTBALL PLAYERS WANTED!

Year 9 Girls and Boys
Immunisations

Attention Year 7 girls
Stamford Bridge U12s are recruiting new players for the
2018/2019 season.
They train on Saturday mornings 10-11am at Reckondales Fields,
Low Catton Road, Stamford Bridge.
Please contact Andrew Hudson ahudson999@gmail.com
or Sarah Wilkie 07375866344 or come down and join us at
training.

Please be reminded that the Immunisation
Team will be in school on Monday 8th
October to immunise Year 9 pupils (both girls
and boys) for TdP, Men ACWY (and MMR if
required).
Your son/daughter has previously been
issued with an information letter from
the NHS team, a permission slip (in some
instances two permissions will be enclosed
if MMR is also required) and a booklet giving
further details about the immunisations.
If you have not already returned the slip
either granting, or declining, permission
please ensure this is returned to school first
thing on Monday morning.

Stamford Bridge U15s Players wanted
APPLY NOW: Call Lee Mainprize 07813617090
or email leemainprize@gmail.com

Stamford Bridge Football Club is looking to recruit female
players in the Year 10 and 11 age range this season.

It should be noted that these immunisations
are not available through GP practices, so it
is important this programme is followed in
school.

They train Friday night and play league matches on Saturdays. If
you are interested - see Mrs Jones in A20 or Mr Jones in C10 for
more information

If you do not grant permission you should be
reassured that your child will not be called to
immunisations on 8th October.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 5th October
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

O
M r L S loman

n Monday 1st October, we welcomed our Year 7 parents to
Woldgate School. After a short welcome speech by myself,
parents had the opportunity to meet with their child’s Form
tutor, Mr Britton and other staff in a relaxed, informal atmosphere.
A delicious range of food was served, and our catering staff were on
hand to discuss the school café menu.

Head of Lower School

It was a pleasure to meet so many parents and to hear how well their
children have been settling into life at Woldgate School. We are looking forward to
meeting with Year 7 parents, together with pupils, at the Year 7 Awards Evening in
December, when we will look back upon their first full term at Woldgate School.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Edward Neary
Year 8: Matthew Breare
Year 9: Olivia Aldis

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Chelsea Clayton

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Year 8: Evie Brooks
Year 9: Emma Brothers

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Shanae Allan
Year 8: Eve O’Brien
Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715

Year 9: Emily Hare

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7NSB
Year 8: 8ECW
Year 9: 9HLR
4
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UPPER SCHOOL

T

here is no one way to prepare for an exam and the approach
we take will depend on personal preference. Talking
notes with another person, making revision cards, using
post-it notes or highlighters, mind-mapping, and making use
of reminders around the house are all excellent ways to revise.
If your child has not yet logged onto GCSEPod, this is a superb
M s A L ongstaff
resource and it is a pleasure to see so many pupils using this
H
U
S
across Year 10 and Year 11. We were pleased to speak to Year
10 parents and look at some revision strategies in the Welcome
to Upper School evening earlier this term and Mrs Smith is looking forward to
sharing a range of techniques with Year 11 in their assemblies in the coming
weeks.
ead of

pper

Key Dates

chool

Following on from an assembly on mind-mapping last week it was particularly
encouraging to see pupils using some of their own time in school to create
colourful revision resources together and revisit their prior learning. If your
child is revising particularly well and you’d like them to receive some particular
recognition in school through our rewards system then please let their Form
Tutor know via their planner. Revising independently and motivating yourself
to do this is a sign of real maturity and deserves praise. We are keen to
celebrate this further in school - one or two pupils have already shared with
us some pictures of their mind-maps and accounts of their revision routine. If
your child would like to share their achievements in this way we would be keen
to display them in school.
Remember too that it is important for our young people to balance work with
relaxation – an early start helps pace the work and makes studying easier in
the long run. Please do also ensure that your child also has time for leisure,
family, and their wider interests in order to provide balance and calm.
Mr Davies

5th September- 26th October
5th November - 21st December

Spring Term 2019
7th January - 14th February
25th February - 5th April

Summer Term 2019
23rd April - 24th May
4th June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days
3rd September 2018
4th September 2018
15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Deputy Headteacher

Friday 5th October

Autumn Term 2018
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Pupil Achievements
As part of our Ugandan 'Send a child to school project', pupils in 8KMC have been actively
fundraising.
In support of the charity, Charlie from Year 8 did some extra fundraising. He baked and
decorated some delicious cupcakes and sold them to the lovely people of Harrogate.
It was pleasing to hear that Charlie did this of his own accord and that he has now
contributed £21.50 toward his Form's donation. As a Year Group, we are very proud of
this young man and his commitment to this great cause.
On behalf of the Year Group and the Team, we give a huge 'thank you' to Charlie and his
family, for their support.
Mrs Atkinson Head of Care & Achievement Year 8

Emma Waudby from Year 11 takes part in Heslington Parkrun most Saturdays. She recently
broke the course record in a jaw dropping time of 17:29 minutes, and was the third fastest
female in Britain!
At the age of 15 it's an amazing achievement. Not only is Emma an outstanding athlete she is a
wonderful girl and a credit to Woldgate School.
Jane Jackson, Pocklington Runners

Theatre Review An Inspector Calls

Seeing a play in production is always the best way to enjoy it, and especially if that play is being produced by the National
Theatre. Recently the English department took eighty-one students across key stages 3, 4 and 5 to see the sell-out touring
production of J B Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’ at the Theatre Royal in York, and what an amazing experience it was.
The cast were brilliant and brought the characters in this GCSE set text to life. The set was innovative, with rain falling on
the stage and the house of the wealthy manufacturer Arthur Birling, physically crashing down under the weight of Inspector Goole’s interrogation. Despite being first performed in 1945, the message of the play is powerfully relevant today, as
the inspector challenges the privileged middle-class family to accept social responsibility for those less fortunate than
themselves.
It goes without saying that the behaviour of our pupils was impeccable and that, as a staff, we were incredibly proud of
them. I am sure you’ll want to join me in thanking the English department and our dedicated support assistants for giving
up their free time to organise and staff the trip, especially with it being on a Saturday in this very busy first term.
We hope to take 100 pupils in Year 11 to see their set text Macbeth in February 2019 so keep a look out for details.
Many thanks for your support with these extra-curricular activities.
Mrs Barker
6
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

W

e are incredibly proud of the achievements of all our Sixth Form students and it is a real
privilege to celebrate such diverse successes.

Harry Blythe, in Year 13, spent some time in the summer on Sunmaid V, a 1967 Sparkman
and Stephens one ton cup racing yacht. The first week was the Panerai British Classic Week, the 3rd
of 10 international events in the Panerai Classic yacht challenge. This regatta attracts entries from
Britain but also regularly from Europe, and from Australia and New Zealand. Harry writes, “From a
M rs K L awson
difficult start with a 7th place we got some better results, including a 2nd and 3rd.. after the 6 races
H
S
F
we finished 4th overall in class 3 which was disappointing given we proved that we could challenge
for the top spot.”
ead of

ixth

orm

After that regatta Harry had two well needed rest days before the start of the Cowes Classic Week, which is all
about racing traditional yachts. “We started strong with a convincing win and kept that momentum through the
week, finishing the 5 races with 4x1st places and a 2nd place discard. These results meant that we didn’t just win
Class 1, we also won the ‘S&S Swan Cup’ and the overall regatta!”
Well done Harry on this fantastic achievement! Woldgate are very proud of you!

Friday 5th October
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s the weather begins to change and Autumn begins with vengeance, the inevitable coughs and
colds also become more frequent. Pupils who are new to school can also succumb to unfamiliar
“bugs” as they settle in to new surroundings. If your child is poorly, please ring the absence
line and press Option 1 or leave a message for Mrs Milne on the mobile number (07980 702715). It is
important that you update us each day with the nature of the illness and when you expect the pupil to
return to school.

Head of Inclusion

Frequent absence is a serious problem for pupils as much of the work they miss is never made up, leaving pupils at
a significant disadvantage for the remainder of their school career. There is a clear link between poor attendance
and lower levels of achievement. The Local Authority guidance suggests that when considering if your child is well
enough to attend school you should ask the following questions:
• Is my child well enough to do the activities of the school day?
• Does my child have a condition which could be passed on to other pupils or school staff?
• Would I take a day off if I had this condition?
Please consider carefully before keeping a pupil away from school for medical reasons; do not keep your child away
from school “Just in case” when they could be in school learning with their friends.
Occasionally, when pupils say they are ill it becomes apparent that it is not genuine, but is an indication that something else is wrong. If you suspect that a feigned illness is due to a worry or concern please contact us at school.
Many things which seem to be huge can often be resolved if the pupil or a parent/carer lets us know.

"Who dares to teach must never cease to learn"

O
M rs C Fox-N icholls
Head of Teaching

utstanding teaching produces outstanding results. By constantly challenging our pupils to excel,
we nurture aspiration and strive to cultivate a lifelong love of learning in our young people. We
want our pupils to be enthusiastic and excited about learning.

Pupils who are happy in lessons, work well, a pupil who works well achieves success and success creates
successful schools. Collaboration and trust will underpin the teaching and learning in our schools. We
believe that when a school gives its pupils the confidence to believe that they are capable of excellence,
this is exactly what they go on to achieve.
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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We are a learning community who strive to raise standards and to do so we focus our efforts on improving the
teaching and learning in the classroom. All of our teachers have high expectations of themselves, they are role
models and these high expectations are communicated to the young people we love to teach. Together we love to
learn.

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

