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House Enrichment Day
Friday 26th October
Non uniform day for all
pupils, see page 3.

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

NEWSLETTER
‘Ev ery thing you do shou ld be worth y, of gr eat m erit, ch a r acter a n d va lu e.’
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Wolds Art Project
We are very fortunate that our school is located at the gateway of the
Yorkshire Wolds. Our Year 8 pupils have recently taken inspiration from
this beautiful setting to create some stunning art work.
Miss Burrows writes;
Working through lunchtime, four Year 8 pupils have created a large mixed
media art piece of the Wolds. They used card relief, papier mache, corn and
evergreen textures which was then painted with acrylic paints.
This is a fantastic dramatic art piece that adds a flash of colour to A Block
corridor. Excellent work girls!
Pictured above Ella 8BSC, Evie 8KMC, Abigail 8BSC & Daisy 8BSC
Friday 19th October
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his week our Award Evenings recognised the many achievements of our pupils. I love reading
through the reasons for the commendations, as they provide a wonderful insight into the work of
our pupils as we celebrate their individual talents. It has also been an absolute joy to see the walls
of main hall now emblazoned with the names and pictures of pupils. House Awards, rewards for Merit,
Character and Value adorning the walls beneath the historic names of former pupils. I’m also looking
forward to seeing the pictures of those pupils who have been nominated by individual departments for
their exceptional academic achievement, displayed around our school.

Headteacher

Our Awards Evenings, the displaying of pictures of names, pictures or even just the issuing of rewards for
great merit, character and value, is central to our ethos as a school. We believe passionately that through celebrating
all that is good we create a culture of success and grow within our young people a desire to do good.
In recognising good in others, we celebrate those qualities that we not only value as a school, but as a community and
society. In building a culture where we praise and celebrate success we support our children in appreciating how being
positive about themselves and towards others, helps them to grow as individuals and to impact positively with regard
to the relationships they build.
One of my favourite fables or folktales is about a traveller. I have read it many times in different forms, but the message
remains the same.
A traveller came upon an old farmer hoeing in his field beside the road. Eager to rest his feet, the wanderer hailed the
countryman, who seemed happy enough to straighten his back and talk for a moment.
"What sort of people live in the next town?" asked the stranger.
"What were the people like where you've come from?" replied the farmer, answering the question with another
question.
"They were a bad lot. Troublemakers all, and lazy too. The most selfish people in the world, and not one of them to be
trusted. I'm happy to be leaving."
"Is that so?" replied the old farmer. "Well, I'm afraid that you'll find the same sort in the next town".
Disappointed, the traveller trudged on his way, and the farmer returned to his work.
Sometime later another stranger, coming from the same direction, hailed the farmer, and they stopped to talk. "What
sort of people live in the next town?" he asked.
"What were the people like where you've come from?" replied the farmer once again.
"They were the best people in the world. Hardworking, honest, and friendly. I'm sorry to be leaving them."
"Fear not," said the farmer. "You'll find the same sort in the next town."

‘Everything you do should be worthy,

Continued on page 3
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Headteachers Welcome continued from page 2
It is a reminder, that through our words and actions we influence others and ultimately how we relate to others
defines the relationships we make. It is, therefore, important to remember, that in celebrating the good, in making the
exceptional the norm, we ensure that pupils can thrive, take pride in their achievements and in their relationships with
others, seek to encourage and share their positive approach to learning and life.

NOTICEBOARD
School have been made aware of an increasing amount of young people taking part in 'The Rubber Challenge'. This
involves rubbing a section of their skin, generally hand or arm with a rubber whilst reciting the alphabet. It is an online
'dare' that was created several years ago but has seemingly come back into popularity. We would like to ask that you
be extra vigilant to the content of material your child may be watching online. The 'dare' is on You Tube. If you feel
it appropriate please also discuss with your child possible the long term effects as the wounds inflicted can cause
soreness, infection and scarring.
Thank you for your support.

Parking in and around school

Mrs Ibbetson from Year 11 is performing with York Light Youth in "Our House" the Madness
At the beginning and end of each day traffic
Education Welfare and Child Protection Coordinator
around the school site, and in neighbouring areas,
is exceptionally heavy. In order to maintain a safe
environment for our children, ourselves and our
Jasmine Hanley from Year 11 is performing with York
neighbours, we would ask parents and carers to park
Light Youth in "Our House" the Madness musical. For
with extreme consideration. We have a dedicated
tickets see details below.
parent drop off point (hatched in red at the end of
Good Luck
the school bus lane), as well as space within our car
park. If these areas are busy, please avoid parking
Jasmine!
across the road from school in the residential area,
as children are then required to cross Kilnwick Road
at the busiest times of day.
If you need to collect a child during the school day
there is space in the school car park.
Your understanding and consideration in parking
safely would be much appreciated by school, pupils
and residents alike

Next Friday 26th October is House
Enrichment Day, all pupils are invited to
wear non-uniform and are asked to bring a
£1 donation which will be donated to York
Against Cancer and St Leonard's Hospice.
Free copies of Microsoft Office!
After discussions with parents during Open Evening we thought it would be useful to remind parents that all our pupils
are entitled to a free copy of MS Office to install on their home computer or laptop.
To get the free copy pupils need to register their academic (Woldgate) email address. This login can then be used to
download the programs.
The computing department has a "how to" guide and are happy to help pupils to get registered.

of great merit, character and value.’
Mr D Clark, Head of Computer Science
Friday 19th October
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

L

ast week we celebrated our Year 9 pupils’ achievements over the
previous year in our annual Awards Evening. In Lower School,
Year 8 and Year 9 have their own Awards Evening, hosted by their
own Head of Care & Achievement, Mrs Atkinson and Mr Chapman
respectively. During the evening, pupils, parents and teachers joined
in recognising the successes and achievements of our pupils. Pupils
M r L S loman
H
L
S
had been nominated for awards by their subject teachers, Form Tutors
and Head of Care & Achievement, and each pupil was invited on stage
to receive their award certificate from Mr Britton.
ead of ower chool

It was great to see so many of our pupils receive awards, and they and their families
looked so proud as they stood on stage. No matter what award they won, each pupil
clearly reflects our school motto; everything you do should be worthy of great merit,
character and value.
It is not only academic success that is recognised during our Awards Evenings.
Pupils are recognised and celebrated for their contribution to school life, through
Form Tutor awards. Furthermore, pupils from amongst the year groups provide the
entertainment and this year was especially outstanding, as Freddie Taylor treated us
to an exquisite piano recital during the evening.
Our Year 7 pupils will have their Awards Evening on Tuesday 11th December, when we
will look back over their achievements in their first term.
I look forward to Awards Evenings each year. They are a chance to not only celebrate
and reflect on past achievements and successes; they are also an opportunity to look
ahead towards the future. I have no doubt that our pupils will continue to make us
proud in the year to come.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Lucy Johnson
Year 8: Ethan Beck
Year 9: Marie Gowthorpe

Great Character Awards
Year 7: K ane Knight
Year 8: Jensen De Vries
Year 9: Olivia Aldis

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Joshua Richards
Year 8: Mary-Jane Kelly
Year 9: Ethan Harrage

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7NSB
Year 8: 8KMC
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UPPER SCHOOL
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ill Gates: inventor of Microsoft. Steve Jobs: co-founder of Apple. Scott McNealy: co-founder of
Sun Microsystems.

M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

There is a story about some of these great minds in Computer Science – made famous in Malcom
Gladwell’s book Outliers - that seems to bind them all together and explain in part why they achieved
such unparalleled success in their field and why this happened at around the same time to people of
approximately the same age.

If we take Bill Gates as an example, the story goes that when he was in secondary school he was
fortunate to find himself at a school with a number of distinct advantages to a budding programmer. For one thing,
it was near a university with a computer studies department. It also had a computer club for students interested in
coding. Finally, it had spent a portion of the money (raised by their PTA and other means) on a time-sharing terminal
for their school’s computer club. While normally coding in that time would be an enormously time consuming process
with students working on punch-cards to generate simple code, one of the main delays was that pupils would need
to submit software to be tested at the local university mainframe computer, which could take weeks. The purchase
of a time-sharing terminal meant that work could be submitted electronically, tested on the equipment, and that
feedback could be almost instantaneous. This meant more coding, much faster. Only a small number of schools
were lucky enough to be near a university, lucky enough to have a computer club, and lucky enough to have the right
equipment. Gladwell points out that Gates, Jobs, McNealy, and Schmidt all went to schools with these advantages.
In his book he uses this anecdote to demonstrate that luck and being in the right place are the key to success.
While this may be true in part, what is also clear is that not all of the students that attended these schools went on
to become great programmers. It is also true that there have been other coders who did not have these advantages.
Clearly there is another component at work here and that comes down to the will, the drive, and the perseverance
of individuals in the face of failure, adversity, and rejection.
It was a pleasure to be at the Year 10 and 11 Awards Evenings this week and celebrate the achievements of young
people who have shown these admirable characteristics in school. However, there are others in school with talents
that they keep quietly to themselves – like Dylan in Year 11 who I caught playing piano in the practice rooms at lunch
a few weeks ago. He had taught himself to play and was about to take his Grade 6 exam - or the girl in Year 10 who
approached me animatedly in the corridor this morning to say that she’d finally mastered the Spanish past tense
after weeks of practice. This everyday determination goes beyond luck. We have wonderful pupils at Woldgate:
please share any stories of your child’s successes so we can continue to celebrate them in school.
Mr Davies
Deputy Headteacher

Friday 19th October
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Teaching and Learning Focus - role models for learning

M rs C Fox-N icholls
Head of Teaching

As our children grow our role as parents and guardians evolves, however, one thing remains the same; we are
our children's learning models. Our attitudes towards education can inspire and show them how to take charge
of their own educational journey. Be a role model for learning.

As a parent of a toddler I am learning that I am one of my little girls first teachers - exploring nature, reading together, role
playing and counting together. Like many parents I am anxious about her starting school , yet I know that school can extend
the learning that begins at home. It is the job of a parent or guardian to show our children how school provides us with endless
learning opportunities and how exciting and meaningful this learning can be. Through guidance and reminders we can help
our children by supporting, helping them organise their time and encouraging their desires to learn new things in and out of
school.

Key Dates
Autumn Term
2018
5th September- 26th October
5th November - 21st December

Spring Term 2019
7th January - 14th February
25th February - 5th April

Summer Term
2019
23rd April - 24th May
4th June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days

Woldgate Sixth Form Vs Minsthorpe
Match Report by James Cardy Year 12
Woldgate came into this match off the back of an impressive 6-3 away win in the cup
in their previous game and they were looking for a big win coming into their first home
game of the season.
They started very strong as Dan Hudson finished a lovely team move by Woldgate
inside ten minutes to give them an early lead, and that lead was doubled not long
afterwards as Alex Pilkington headed one in from close range, to put Woldgate up 2-0
inside twenty minutes. However it didn't take long for Minsthorpe to get a goal back
as some poor defending led to the away side making it 2-1, and even though Will Ella
won and scored a penalty late in the first half to make it 3-1, they knew they had to
start strong in the second half to secure the victory.
It was a hotly-contested second half with tensions rising amongst the Minsthorpe
team when Pilkington and Adam Webster's goal put the result in no doubt, with the
latter being brilliantly assisted by Will Ella after a great run into the box. The away side
managed to get a goal to make it 5-2 with around twenty minutes to go, but Woldgate
held on, with credit going to Nick Courtney whose Man of the Match performance
really helped them through a second half which saw increased tensions between the
two sides. This victory saw the team's unbeaten start to the season continue, which
has seen them score 23 goals in just three games, and they hope to carry on this form
in the cup next week.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

3rd September 2018
4th September 2018
15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019
Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

W

e are very excited in Sixth Form this week as we look forward to Charity Week next week. This
is a big event in the Sixth Form and the whole school calendar, when the school community
comes together to raise as much money as possible for some really good causes. This year the
students have chosen to give to two charities that are very close to our hearts, as they are charities
that supported our much-loved teacher and colleague Mrs Amin and her family.

The charities we will be fundraising towards are York Against Cancer and St Leonard’s Hospice.
York Against Cancer is a local charity helping local people affected by cancer. They provide care and
support for patients and their families in York and North Yorkshire, fund pioneering cancer research
and provide cancer awareness education and information. They offer information to cancer patients and their loved
ones, as well as a number of practical support services. They work closely with doctor’s surgeries, groups and many
local schools to raise awareness of cancer, helping to increase the likelihood of early detection and prevention.
They fund vital research projects including a five-year £1 million research programme at the University of York.
Their Cancer Care Centre at York Hospital is there to help people affected by cancer and their loved ones. People
can access information and resources, advice and a wide range of services specifically for people affected by cancer.
They also have two seaside homes, one in Whitby and one in Filey available to any cancer patient and their loved
ones. All their work is funded by fundraising and donations, so any money raised will be used to support their
amazing work.
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

St Leonard’s Hospice provide free of charge care to patients and their families, and rely heavily on the generosity
of the public to raise the £5.2 million required to run St Leonard’s Hospice each year. This includes their in-patient
unit and their Sunflower Centre, which offers a range of services to patients affected by life-limiting illnesses, as
well as their families and carers. They offer emotional, social, and spiritual support to manage patient’s symptoms,
and give them the time and space to relax. St Leonard’s Hospice also provide specialist hands-on nursing care and
support to patients in their own homes in the last few weeks of their life. Their amazing bereavement team offers
support to families following the death of a loved one, giving anyone in the community who has been bereaved a
safe space to grieve.
The students are very pleased to know that any money raised during charity week will go to these wonderful
charities, and whilst these are important causes, it is their intention to have a lot of fun during the week as they
raise as much money as possible! All pupils in the school are invited to attend the lunchtime events taking place
throughout the week, and there will be cake stalls each day at break, culminating in a non-uniform day for House
Enrichment Day, when pupils will be asked to pay £1.

Photographs from Sixth Form Charity Week 2017

Friday 19th October
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L

ast Saturday, Alex Rutherford from Year 7 had the honour of being Mascot for his favourite team,
Newcastle United away at Old Trafford. Alex proudly donned his kit and walked out onto the pitch
in front of the singing crowds and fierce opposition. Alex admits to being a little nervous but said
that it was definitely worth it to be on the pitch surrounded by his heroes.

M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

He was living the dream when after ten minutes, Rafa Benítez's side raced into a two-goal lead thanks
to goals from Kenedy, on loan from Chelsea and Yoshinori Muto.

The Red Devils went on to stage a late comeback and eventually won the game 3-2, but the travelling supporters
kept up the noise until the final whistle. Alex is a proud Magpie and was so happy to represent his club, The Toons,
whatever the result.

In his House Assembly, last week, Mr. Butcher spoke to Kirby Underdale House about the importance of knowing
who we represent; every time someone performs an act of good character, merit or value or gains House points
we are representatives. Pupils every day wear their uniforms proudly, representing the school. Sports Teams have
made a great start to the season and rehearsals are underway for the Musical Showcase in November, all of which
are a platform for pupils to represent the school in a variety of ways. This of course is also a way of reaching out to
our wider community as our talented pupils exemplify our shared values.
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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As others have mentioned, Open Evening showed Woldgate School at its best and Year 7 and Sixth Form
enthusiastically led younger pupils around the classrooms, busy with activities which represented the various
Departments. Based in the Learning Support Area, I was privileged to overhear our pupils endeavour to explain what
was the purpose of the room. Each in their own way, they described how B8 is such a special place and represents
the care and support which is at the heart of our community

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

