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1918 - 2018
Woldgate Remembers
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
by Lt Col John McCrae, 1915.
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Headteacher’s Welcome

always enjoy walking into our school hall. It is not the space itself that impresses, but the large
number of names on the wall, each recognising an achievement in sport, academic study or
alternatively celebrating how a former student has gone on to study at university. It is a record
of the achievements of our community, in enabling our young adults to progress on to pursue their
ambitions and dreams through further study. Even today, as the transcribing of names stopped in 1999,
it is a joy to see some of our current parent’s searching for their names, or to see pupils at lunchtime
looking for their relatives’ names. It is a reminder every day, of how education can transform lives,
M r J B ritton
H
bring new opportunities and how a school, at the heart of its community, continues to serve our
young people. I am, therefore, excited that we are once again recording those names of our current
pupils and students, celebrating their acts of great merit, character and value.
eadteacher

I am also looking forward to welcoming parents, pupils and a significant number of external students who are
considering joining us from Market Weighton and York schools, at our Sixth Form Open Evening next Thursday;
future names to be recorded for posterity I feel. I always enjoy this evening, as it not only provides a showcase of the
extensive range of subjects and celebrates the success of our previous students, but it also provides that moment in
time when our Year 11 pupils start to think about the opportunities that await them at Woldgate Sixth Form College
and beyond. Whether pupils have a clear objective, career or, alternatively, for those wishing to keep their options
open, the process of considering the next step is an exciting one that helps focus the mind and fuels ambition.
This week, we have been organising our IAG meetings for each pupil in Year 11. These meetings provide an
opportunity for pupils to meet with a colleague who can provide independent advice and guidance on courses,
subject combinations and help pupils understand how they can successfully progress onto a chosen career,
apprenticeship or university course. I will, once again, be involved in these sessions and as an ex Head of Sixth
Form I’m looking forward to helping our young adults consider those next steps and hope to provide the necessary
information that will help them progress into their chosen fields.
I would like to thank our Year 11 parents who attend our Study Skills Evening on Thursday. I do hope you found the
more general and the specific subject revision sessions useful. As we approach the mock examinations, starting to
revise is, of course, essential to prepare for the examinations themselves, by ensuring at this early stage revision
resources are all in place ready for the final examinations. This year, we have also placed an emphasis on our pupil’s
wellbeing by offering advice and guidance, alongside establishing our new peer mentoring service. Year 13 students
will also be taking their mock examinations in February and will, of course, be receiving similar guidance and support
from the Sixth Form team. Our experienced pastoral and academic team are also available throughout this time, if
you have any queries or would like additional support as a parent. Mrs Wright (Upper School) or Mrs Bourne (Sixth
Form College) are the first point of contact and will liaise with colleagues, on your behalf, as normal.
I know our Sixth Form team is also working very closely to support our Year 13 as they also make similar choices and
select a chosen course, university, apprenticeship programme or employment.
Do have a good weekend.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Pupil Achievements
Gold Medal Success for Daniel
13 year old Daniel from Year 8, recently competed in his first
Biathlon. He travelled to Fleetwood in Lancashire to compete
in the North West Biathlon. Daniel took first place in the 100m
Freestyle and then followed up on the track winning his 1600m
run.
Daniel won the the under 14 Gold Medal, and due to his winning
times, he will be competing in the GB National Biathlon
Championships in November - Good luck Daniel!

Matilda wins the computing Class Crown
Matilda from Year 10 completed her first programming project in
Python. A game that guides the player through a seven part adventure
including a random plot twist that can change each time the game is
played. Matilda added every possible option suggested into her game
including points scoring, a player league table, an option to allow the
player to rate the game and submitting scores to an online scoreboard in
the same way as modern consoles do.
At 230 lines of programming it is a model example of what pupils
can achieve with motivation and dedication to their work and it is
unsurprising that Matilda won the computing "class crown" a number of
times during the project.
Personally (as a father of a girl), I think it is great to celebrate the work
of a young woman in a male dominated subject. Well done Matilda. I will
be using her work in the future as a demonstration piece.
Mr Clark, Head of Computer Science
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

A

s we come to the end of the first week of what is set to be an
exciting term, it is a good opportunity to recognise and celebrate
the considerable talent, dedication and determination of our
pupils. During this term, many of our pupils will be taking part in our
school musical production, ‘The Musical’. They will be working hard,
making new friends and developing their performing skills, talents
M r L S loman
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and confidence whilst having great fun. The Musical performances
will run each evening from Tuesday 27th November to Thursday 29th
November and I do hope you will come and see it.
ead of ower chool

Our Year 7 pupils continue to settle in well to secondary school life, and each Year 7
Form has recently chosen their Form Representatives. Form Representatives meet
with me each week to discuss ideas, before reporting back to their Forms. This is an
important role, and each Form Representative should be proud to have been chosen
by their peers to represent them. This term, Year 7 pupils will also vote for their
two Student Councillors. These pupils represent the year group in meetings with Mr
Britton, Mr Barrett and myself, and play a vital part in the running of the school. Any
pupils interested in standing for election to the School Council should speak to Mr
Barrett or myself before Wednesday 14th November.
Over the coming weeks, our pupils will be taking part in a range of activities, including
educational visits, numeracy week, school concerts and the Christmas service. Each
of these events showcase the character of our school; the dedication, creativity
and enjoyment that our pupils put into everything they do. All of our pupils have
something to contribute, and each is encouraged to bring their skill, talent and ideas
to these events. I hope that all our pupils take part in something and I look forward
to celebrating their achievements.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Jack Cholmondeley
Year 8: Emily Macey
Year 9: K aspar Fairy

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Carla Firth
Year 8: Abigail Hardcastle
Year 9: Holly Johnson

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Connor Godliman
Year 8: Aisling Timmis

See page 6 for Mr Sloman's pupil work showcase.

Year 9: Will Mitchell

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7MHO
Year 8: 8KMC
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UPPER SCHOOL

L

ast half term we held our annual Year 11 School Careers Fair which was attended by a range of further
and higher education providers as well as people representing a wide range of occupations. During
this evening it was lovely to see our pupils so animated in their discussions about different routes
they can follow at the end of their Year 11 studies. Young people today have so many opportunities
available to them and the evening supported the valuable work that they are completing within their
career planning in school, ensuring that they can make informed decisions about their future.

M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

More recently, Jill Gates, our Career’s advisor has been running a drop-in ‘career’s clinic’ each Thursday
lunchtime. Each session has had a particular focus; to date she has focused on Medicine and Nursing,
Hair and Beauty and IT and digital careers.
This week we have held our Study Support Evening for Year 11 pupils and parents, which is the first of several
opportunities to work together with your child this year. During this evening, staff shared some practical tips about
supporting pupils as they embark on good quality revision. The next few months are crucial for your child as they are
the culmination of 12-13 years of school education. The grades they achieve in June will offer them choice on what
direction their future careers may take. Our young people rarely achieve their best independently but are more likely
to achieve when a strong partnership is formed between pupil, home and school.
We also look forward to welcoming our Year 11 pupils and parents to our Sixth Form College Open Evening which is on
Thursday 15th November starting at 7pm. Even if pupils already think they know what they want to study at the end
of Year 11, this is an evening worth attending as there is so much more to our Sixth Form than pure academic study.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715
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Teaching and Learning Focus - Learning Environment
M rs C Fox-N icholls
Head of Teaching

I

t has been an eye opening experience touring prospective schools for my little girl. It is hard not to
have a “teacher head” on as I walk around the classrooms. One thing that stands out for me, is that
feel I get as I walk around; that gut feeling.

It has made me question what the feel is, what makes a school outstanding?
It is when you walk into that classroom and there is a buzz , a fizz for learning, pupils and teachers working together to
get success, that level of challenge and buy in that “we can do this “ and expectations are high.
For me inspirational teaching leads to inspirational learning. That is what I want in a school , for our pupils at Woldgate
and for my little girl. A school in which everyone is being pushed to be the best version of themselves they can be.

Pupil Work Showcase
Over the last few weeks, Year 7 pupils have been learning about the Roman Empire in History. They have been
investigating where the Romans came from, why and how they conquered a large empire, and who ruled them. They
have also been investigating everyday life for Romans, and what they believed.
As part of their studies, some Year 7 pupils have created models of buildings and items from the Roman period.
Many pupils have built replica Roman temples, each dedicated to a particular Roman god. Others have recreated the
Roman legionary gladius (sword) or scutum (shield). One pupil has even created a reconstruction of a Roman mosaic
tiled floor.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

I

look forward to welcoming Year 11 pupils and parents to our Sixth Form Open Evening next Thursday
15th November at 7pm, as pupils begin the process of selecting the courses that will help them to
achieve their life goals. All pupils have received a letter regarding the event, with a reply slip which
needs to be returned to the main Pupil Reception.

This is a crucial time for pupils, with GCSE exams on the horizon, and a range of choices that will help
them to shape their future. Over the next few weeks, all Year 11 pupils will also have a one-to-one
M rs K L awson
Independent Advice and Guidance interview to ensure that they are selecting the right subjects to
H
S
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move on to their chosen pathway, and this will be followed by our Sixth Form Taster Day on Thursday
29th November, when Year 11 pupils will spend the day as a Sixth Form student, trying out different subjects and
activities, giving them a chance to experience life as a post-16 student. I always enjoy advising and supporting young
people through this challenging time and I am looking forward to working with Year 11s over the coming weeks and
months to help them make the right decisions for them and to support their GCSE achievements with clear goals and
aspirations.
ead of

ixth

orm

Introducing our Head Boy and Girl & Senior Prefects
We have a strong tradition at Woldgate of providing a
wide range of leadership and enrichment opportunities
for our Sixth Form students, and each year a Senior
Prefect team is appointed to represent the school and
the students. Competition was fierce this year, with a
record number of applicants leading to an incredibly
strong Senior Prefect team who have already been
impressive in their organisation of Charity Week.
Senior Prefects are then offered the chance to apply
for our Head Girl and Head Boy position, which
involves an interview with the Head of Sixth Form and
the Headteacher. All of the prefects who applied were
incredibly impressive, which made it a very difficult
decision, but we are delighted to have appointed
Sammi Minion and Hannah Stubley to the roles of Head
Boy and Head Girl. They have already begun working
hard in their roles and I am very much looking forward
to working closely with them throughout this year.

Senior Prefect Team
Amelia Cook, Charlotte Gregory, Emma Nelson, Georgia Pickering, Izzy Sinclair, Hannah Stubley, Erin
Wilkins, Harry Blythe, Joe Crossley, Will Hobson, Sammi Minion, Alex Pilkington and Jack Scott.
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

n 11th November at 11am we will remember the signing of the Armistice which meant the end
of the “Great War.” This week Mr Britton has led assemblies and with pupils has remembered
those who served.

The First World War, was one of the deadliest conflicts in the history of the human race, in which over
16 million people died. The total number of both civilian and military casualties is estimated at around
37 million people. The war killed almost 7 million civilians and 10 million military personnel.

The first day of the Battle of the Somme, in northern France, was the bloodiest day in the history of the British Army
and one of the most infamous days of World War One. On 1 July 1916, the British forces suffered 57,470 casualties,
including 19,240 fatalities. They gained just three square miles of territory.
As the fields were churned up, wild flowers including Poppies and Forget-me-nots began to grow, especially in “No
Man’s Land” between the trenches. The poppies inspired the poem "In Flanders Fields" by Lt Col John McCrae, a
Canadian soldier.
Our much missed colleague and friend, Mrs
Amin (Bradshaw) was influential in enabling
many pupils at Woldgate School to visit the
First World War battlefields and to even see
the bunker where McCrae wrote his poem.
Poppies are still a symbol of remembrance
and are sold to raise funds for The British
Legion to support those affected by conflict
ever since.
In order to commemorate this important
anniversary, on our House Enrichment Day
at the end of term, every pupil had the
opportunity to make a poppy and they now
form an installation in All Saint’s Church,
Pocklington.
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Steve Chalke recently published an article in the Times Educational Supplement entitled: 'Why remember the First
World War if we don't learn from it?' He wrote: “It’s about global peace, it’s about national peace, it’s about community
peace, it’s about family peace, it’s about peace in the classroom…" On Armistice Day, as well as commemorating and
remembering the past, we should be looking towards the future and teaching children to be peacemakers in their
own societies.”

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

