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"SHINE"

Performances 

27th, 28th & 29th Nov 18

Time To Shine

Congratulations to the cast, crew & musicians of our School Musical 
Showcase "Shine". 

Audiences were wowed by a montage of music and dance over 
three nights this week, performed by our very talented pupils and 
students.

Our thanks also go to Mrs Bartlett,  Mrs McDaid,  Mr Schofield & 
Mr Trevaskiss for all their hard work.

Well done to you all!

See next weeks Newsletter for Shine highlights
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Our celebratory concert "Shine" included music from the many musical productions that have 
taken place at Woldgate School since its foundation in 1958. After sixty years and numerous 
productions, the songs were varied, and I found myself not only enjoying the fabulous 

production itself, but also enjoyed identifying the musical. Although a departure from previous years, 
the variety of music was so very impressive, and it was great to hear the all-time great favourites, 
meaning that for the cast and those attending the evening was great fun. Congratulations to all 
involved, on a brilliant production.

We have also this week had our Sixth Form Taster Day. For me, this is the very best guidance a pupil 
can receive. The day not only provides an opportunity to visit a wide variety of subjects, in a programme very 
much tailored to the individual’s needs, but also facilitates presentations by current and previous pupils. These 
presentations allow former pupils and selected organisations an opportunity to share their experiences and discuss 
the various progression routes upon leaving Woldgate School. 

It is the norm that the majority of pupils do remain at Woldgate School, but as well as experiencing the offer available 
here, I do believe it is so very important that pupils are aware of all of the options available to them post-16. This 
year, at Woldgate Sixth Form the offer has broadened and it is exciting to see qualifications such as Uniformed 
Protective Services, Travel and Tourism, Engineering, Performing Arts and Personal Finance being offered post-16. 
If your son or daughter does have any questions about Sixth Form, then please do telephone Mrs Bourne (Care and 
Achievement Coordinator for Sixth Form) rbourne@woldgate.net, or Mrs Lawson (Head of Sixth Form) klawson@
woldgate.net. Most importantly though, do encourage your child to speak to their teachers, who will be more than 
happy to discuss their subject and the qualifications they studied at Sixth Form and university.

Finally, as we enter the first week of December, I would just like to remind parents of the many opportunities that 
are available to celebrate pupil’s achievements and to partake in the Christmas festivities. 

I know Mr Sloman is particularly looking forward to welcoming parents to Year 7 Awards Evening on 11th December 
– a great opportunity to acknowledge the brilliant start our pupils have made upon moving from primary to 
secondary. 

We also have the Sixth Form Awards on the 18th December. An event that provides a wonderful opportunity to 
welcome back students who left for university, to hear about their studies or to see how those who opted for an 
apprenticeship are doing. It is also great to celebrate the work of our Year 12 students, who have made a great 
transition from main school and are working hard in their studies.

Finally, on the 20th December at 7:30pm we have our Christmas concert at All Saints Church in Pocklington. Parents 
are warmly invited and for me it is the real start of the Christmas festivities and an opportunity to listen to our 
pupils perform as well as an opportunity to sing the more popular carols. So if your son or daughter is playing or not, 
please do join us for a wonderful evening with your family.

Do have a good weekend,

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

headTeacher’S 
award

Year 8
ella adrian                                                    

emilY Goddard                                            
eloiSe curran                                               
maiSie howard                                           

                                                       

Year 9 
rebecca robSon                                         

cameron ThompSon                                  
emma warne                                              

Year 10
laura KellY                                                    

reanna craGGS                                            
    

Year 11                                          
eThan hill                                                      

JoSeph benT 

Festive Menu
2018

~
Wednesday 12th December 2018
Traditional Roast Turkey Breast 

Pigs in Blankets and Sage Stuffing Ball
Or

Quorn roast slices, with Quorn sausage and Sage 
Stuffing Ball

~
Crispy Roast Potatoes

Buttered Sliced Carrots
Garden Peas

Button Sprouts 
Gravy 

~
Homemade Spiced Christmas Sponge Pudding 

Lemon frosty Cupcake 
~

A selection of Festive Christmas Baguettes and 
Panini's

NOTICEBOARD

On Wednesday 12th December, Chartwells will be serving their Annual Christmas Dinner in the café 

from 12.35pm. Priced at £2.00 for the main meal or £2.60 for a main, dessert and selected drink.

To give Chartwells an idea of numbers to cater for please can pupils and students who would like the 

festive menu speak to a member of the catering team at the café tills, in B block or in the Sixth Form 

café area, thank you.

choir & boYS vocal Group

Choir starts next week (beginning 3rd December). It is open to ALL pupils from ALL year groups.

 Rehearsals take place on Monday and Friday lunchtimes at 1pm in J15 and we will be preparing for the 
Christmas Concert and Services. 

Also, the Boys Vocal Group will be back on next Friday (7th December). This is also open to ALL boys 
in ALL year groups (even those who did not appear in the musical).

Mr Schofield
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Over the next few weeks, Lower School pupils will be receiving 
their Progress Reviews.  Progress Reviews are a comprehensive 
insight into your child’s wellbeing at school, and detailed analysis 

of your child’s progress in each of their subjects.  They are produced to 
help both our pupils and parents understand exactly how each of our 
pupils is progressing. As soon as they are handed out by Form Tutors, 
pupils analyse their Progress Reviews, noting down the progress they 
have made in the Subject Tracker pages of their Planners.  They also 

note down areas of strength and success, as well as setting themselves targets for 
the future.

In addition to understanding how much progress they are making, Progress Reviews 
also present our pupils with their ‘Attitude to Learning’ in each subject, together 
with the Rewards they have received in those lessons.  A pupil’s ‘Attitude to Learning’ 
summarises a wide range of attributes, effort and focus, with the highest possible 
rated ‘Excellent’.  Attitude to Learning encompasses all those skills and approaches 
that make accelerated progress possible, such as neat presentation of work, self-
motivation, independent learning, participation in lessons, response to teachers’ 
feedback and organisation.  These attributes and skills, when employed by pupils 
regularly and consistently, ultimately lead to better than expected levels of progress.

Throughout all subjects and lessons, teachers also expect and encourage high 
standards from all pupils and this is reflected in the excellent Attitude to Learning 
scores our Lower School pupils receive in their Progress Reviews.  Their attitude 
to learning is further evident in their focus and motivation in class, together with 
their inquisitiveness and eagerness to improve.  Overall, pupils make exceptional 
progress when they are enjoying learning, which in turn feeds their enthusiasm and 
motivation in each subject.  It is this enjoyment of learning which is reflected in our 
pupils’ Autumn Progress Reviews.  

Well done to every pupil in Year 7, 8 and 9 and keep up the great work! 

lower School  
weeKlY awardS

GreaT meriT awardS

Year 7: FranK FiTzpaTricK

Year 8: bradleY TowSe

Year 9: roSie KennedY

GreaT characTer awardS

Year 7: KeeleY STiFFell

Year 8: daniel pollard

Year 9: daniel coulSon

GreaT value awardS

Year 7: michael dunham

Year 8: phoebe-Sophie wood

Year 9: Jamie abraThaT

Form oF The weeK award

Year 7: 7ber

Year 8: 8Kmc

Year 9: 9ler

lower School

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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Year 11 pupils have had a busy few weeks following on from 
their Study Support Evening just after the half term holiday. 
Not only have they had the opportunity to talk to subject 

specialists during our Sixth Form Open Evening, but they have all 
had an individual conversation with a senior member of staff to 
discuss their options post-16. Yesterday gave them the opportunity 
to sample post-16 learning for themselves and it was fantastic to 
see them all embracing the opportunity to find out more about 
their potential choices for further study.  

These days our pupils have so much choice and it is great to see them so informed 
about the different options available, ensuring they make the right decision for 
their futures. 

Parents will have the opportunity to discuss options and progress at our Year 11 
Parents’ Evening which is taking place on Thursday 13th December.  If you haven’t 
yet been able to make appointments, please get in touch with Mrs Wright who 
will be able to assist you.

Meanwhile, Year 10 pupils are adapting to the more demanding subject content 
of GCSEs and beginning to realise that it is more often the quality of their work 
that is under scrutiny rather than the quantity.   By getting into good habits now, 
they will set themselves up for huge success in the future, especially as good 
quality notes made as they go along will provide an excellent basis for revision 
at a later stage.

 

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

KeY daTeS
auTumn Term 

2018
5th September- 26th october

5th november - 21St december

SprinG Term 2019
7th January - 14th February

25th February - 5th april

Summer Term 
2019

23rd april - 24th may

4th June - 19th July

STaFF TraininG 
daYS

3rd September 2018
4th September 2018
15th February 2019

22nd July 2019

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

upper School
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MrS c fox-nicHoLLS
Head of teacHing

TeachinG and learninG FocuS - whY Go To School?                   

In today's modern world we can find out any piece of information we want. Information is at our 
fingertips, we can ask Siri or Alexa, search google or look it up on the Wikipedia. Could we teach 
ourselves ? If yes then why bother coming to school?

The answer is - to be inspired.  Teachers teach young people not just subjects. Everyday relationships are built and 
strengthened, not just in the classroom but around school. Pupils are inspired and imaginations are sparked. Pupils 
get fired up to make their own progress. It is about teaching them the why and how and not just the what.

Schools light the fuse and see what happens.

As William Butler Yates quotes:

"Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire."

PuPil Achievements

Hello, I am James from Year 8. 

A few weeks ago I wrote a book called “WW1: A Family 

History.” It is about four of my ancestors that fought 

in WW1. I wrote this book after we visited Cambrai in 

Northern France this summer to see where my great-great-

grandfather Reginald Arthur Draper was buried after he 

died on the Western Front in March 1918. 

I got my information from my grandparents remembering 

what their grandparents were like and what they told them 

about WW1. I found out that one of them, Septimus Barrass, 

bred Airedale Terriers and had a win at Crufts in 1915 before 

he enlisted. I got copies of the Crufts programme to put in 

the book as well as copies of photographs and war records. 

I sent my book to a print-on-demand company to make three 

copies. I am going to give two copies to my grandparents 

for Christmas and keep one for myself to remember their 

stories.

James, 8NTE
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Over the past two weeks, I have been meeting with Year 11 pupils for their Independent Advice 
and Guidance interviews. It has been wonderful to speak with pupils about their ideas for the 
future, be it careers they have in mind or post-18 courses they are interested in. I have also 

been impressed by how much revision pupils have already completed in preparation for their mock 
exams in January. 

On Thursday we also had the Sixth Form Taster Day, which was an opportunity for pupils to experience 
Sixth Form lessons across a range of subjects. The Taster Sessions were a brilliant introduction to 
the type of lessons pupils can expect from their post-16 studies. It was fascinating for me to walk 

around school and see pupils learning about everything from ink drawings in Art to nand gates in Computer Science 
to experimenting with space in Drama. The Year 11 pupils were fantastic in the sessions, really embracing the 
opportunity to be a Sixth Former for the day.

Our Year 13 students are continuing to finalise their plans for next year, completing UCAS application forms and 
personal statements, or researching career pathways and Higher Level apprenticeships. It is amazing to see such a 
range of future plans, and to see our students being aspirational and ambitious in their goals.

aTTendance, achievemenT & 
care co-ordinaTorS

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS K MiLne

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

SiXTh Form colleGe Mrs Lawson Writes:



MrS S geary
Head of incLUSion

This week is the School Musical, for me personally, a highlight of the school calendar.  At time 
of writing, I have not yet blown a note of an overture or squeaked a final top F of the finale but 
having been involved with the shows over many years I know what to expect.  Woldgate School 

is renowned for its high standard of performances; for the energy and talent which is showcased and 
for the sense of pride which it instils in young people. 

Pupils always do their best be it on stage, in the band, backstage, in charge of props or selling tickets.  But, as we 
know these talents can only be shown through the behind the scenes dedication and long hours from the Performing 
Arts’ Department, especially Mr Schofield, Mrs Bartlett, Mr Trevaskiss and Mrs McDaid.  The musicals are very much 
a team effort and so much goes unseen.  We still think fondly of our colleagues Julia Pattison and Di Hollows making 
sure that everything went smoothly Front of House for many years.

Woldgate School shows are a genuine expression of inclusion.  Pupils of all ages, abilities and backgrounds come 
together to form the cast.  Life-long friendships are formed and younger pupils find positive role models before 
following their footsteps to support others.  Mrs Bartlett recently asked for memories from former pupils about the 
shows, they included comments about raising self-esteem; providing confidence and embodying a love of theatre 
which never leaves.  

Over the years, from my view from the orchestra pit, I have been privileged to watch pupils blossom and excel first 
hand.  I have special memories of a pupil in a wheelchair with profound special needs grinning from ear to ear as she 
joined in the chorus parts.  She went onto study Drama at a specialist college; some of our former cast have already 
had parts in the West End and on television. 

One of our Year 7 pupils also had a fantastic opportunity to perform this week.  As part of Razzamataz Performing 
Arts group Holly made her debut at the Indigo O2 Arena in London with a performance dedicated to independent 
women and celebrating woman gaining the right to vote.  Holly, who has already appeared twice in The West End of 
London said that it was a “Really good experience and it was exciting to perform on a big stage focussing on Votes 
for women”

Well done, Holly; a fantastic experience and like all shows the memories will last a lifetime!

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.


