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‘Ev ery thing you do shou ld be worth y, of gr eat m erit, ch a r acter a n d va lu e.’

Year 7 Mark Holocaust

159

Memorial Day 2019

This term Year 7 pupils have been studying the religion of Judaism. As part of this work pupils have asked
questions and thought deeply about the events of the Holocaust and the important messages we can learn
from this.
Mrs Geary very kindly gave all of our pupils in Year 7 a special booklet and sticker to mark Holocaust
Memorial Day from the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. The booklet remembers the six million Jews murdered
during the Holocaust, and millions killed under Nazi Persecution and in subsequent genocides in Cambodia,
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.
This year's theme "Torn from home" asks us all to consider what happens when individuals, families and
communities are driven out of, or wrenched, from their homes because of persecution or
threat of genocide.
Mrs Shearing
Friday 1st February
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Headteacher’s Welcome

T

his week our Sixth Form students had the opportunity to meet with their tutor to discuss their
academic progress. Last week Year 7 had similar meetings and eventually by the end of the
year every pupil will have had this opportunity to reflect on how well they are doing in their
subjects and to identify the priorities they need to focus on to improve.

These meetings provide valuable time for the tutor and tutee to discuss school and to celebrate the
pupils many successes. It also gives time to reflect on the academic progress they are making, where
it is strong and to identify potentially common issues that are becoming barriers to learning. To
identify if a barrier to learning exists across many subjects or in one particular subject.
M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Our new reports produced last year, following feedback from parents, colleagues and pupils, aimed to ensure that
progress information was easy to understand. Overtime it is now evident as a pupil works towards their target
at the end of Year 11, just how their learning is progressing as they start by building upon the foundation laid at
Primary school and then seek to grow in knowledge, develop their understanding, apply, analyse and evaluate
subject content.
As parents we can support our child by taking the time to discuss each of their subjects and help them identify what
they need to do to remain on target. It is often the case when we have these discussions that children will identify
external barriers to learning. It can, therefore, need careful questioning to ensure our children really do start to
reflect on what they have learned.
Start, for instance, by asking your child about a particular subject and then the topic they are currently learning.
Once they have described the topic, ask them for some key facts they can remember. Facts form the basis of
knowledge and our ability to recall important information that is relevant to what we are learning. Follow on by
asking them to explain what the fact tells them to see if they truly understand, as the recalling of information does
not necessarily demonstrate understanding.
Remembering or understanding information, in itself tough, is insufficient to be able to access the higher GCSE or
A-Level grades as we progress through school.
This can for pupils or students be a barrier in itself and one they may not realise is hindering their progress. I could,
for example, be able to quote a particular theory word by word, maybe explain it, but would then really struggle
to say why it is relevant or apply it to real life. Questioning our children, asking why (as they did when they were
younger!) is crucial.
Do have a good weekend.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Upcoming Dates For Your Diaries

Headteacher’s
Award

Options Evening for Year 9 pupils and parents
Thursday 7th February at 6.30pm

Year 7
Future Trips and Visits
4th February - BTEC science visit to Drax Power Station
(Sixth Form)

Michael Dunham
Lily Featherstone

Year 8
Freddie Blight
Sophie Rooks

5th February - Theatre visit to see Macbeth
(Year 10 and Year 11)

Year 9

12th February - Theatre visit to see Kes

K aspar Fairy
Daisy Haffey

(Year 10, 11, 12 and 13)

Year 10

Key Dates

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

Saffron Sunley
L ayla Roberts

CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate

Spring Term 2019

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

Year 11

7th January - 14th February
25th February - 5th April

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

Matthew Wake
Natasha Peck

Summer Term
2019
23rd April - 24th May
3rd June - 19th July

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Staff Training
Days
15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 1st February

Issue 159

3

LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

E

ach week, our pupils take part in STARS lessons. STARS
represents our school code of conduct and stands for
‘Society’, ‘Targets’, ‘Appearance’, ‘Responsibility’ and
‘Safety’. These lessons are opportunities for our Lower School
pupils to learn about the world they live in and British values,
debate key issues, ask questions and develop life skills such
M r L S loman
as money management and healthy living. Our Year 7 pupils
H
L
S
are currently learning about ‘community’, including local
communities, accepting differences and getting along with
people of all cultures and beliefs. After half term, Year 7 pupils will be looking
at the different types of jobs and careers, and how to access these.
ead of ower chool

At the same time, our Year 8 pupils are learning about Britain and its current
role in the European Union. This includes learning about the role of the EU
and the impact on the lives of British people. This follows on from their work
on local councils and elections, and ensures our pupils are well prepared to
play an active role in political life as adults.
Finally, our Year 9 pupils have spent the last few weeks considering their GCSE
options, and how their own strengths and interests and future plans influence
these. In addition, pupils have been looking towards future education and
career goals, and how their GCSE options fit in with these. This ensures our
pupils are well prepared for the next stages in their education
At Woldgate School, we believe all pupils should have the opportunities to
learn about and begin contributing to their local community and the world
they live in. Our weekly STARS lessons are just one of these opportunities,
and they provide our pupils with the chance to use their creativity, ideas,
talents and skills whilst learning how to be responsible citizens.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Ellie Woodward
Year 8: Georgia Dawson
Year 9: Catrina Kirk

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Stanley Beasley
Year 8: Lily Foster
Year 9: Sol Maynard

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Alfie Shenton
Year 8: Bobby Blenkin
Year 9: Marie Gowthorpe

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7MHO
Year 8: 8BSC
Issue 159
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UPPER SCHOOL

O
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

ur Year 9 Options Evening takes place on Thursday 7th February. The Options Evening event
is staffed with representatives from each subject area and provides the opportunity to speak
to staff and ask questions about the choices on offer, as well as learning about the topics
pupils will learn in core subjects such as English and Maths. The evening will start at 6:30pm and the
first talk begins then. If you miss it, or if it is full, you can make use of the time to visit our different
subject stands as these will be staffed from the beginning of the evening. There will be a second talk
at 7:10pm.

Our Upper School prospectus will be issued to pupils prior to the Options Evening and this covers the
full breadth of subjects available. Year 9 pupils are able to pick three courses to study alongside their core subjects
and we are pleased to be able to offer an extended selection of courses this year.
We will be offering a wide selection of GCSE subjects in technology, the arts, and humanities. There has also been
increasing interest amongst pupils around the possibility of taking the English Baccalaureate, which includes taking
a humanities subject and a modern foreign language alongside any other subject. Triple Science, which grants
pupils the opportunity to take three Science GCSEs instead of two, is also very popular each year at Woldgate. This
year it is with great pleasure that we will also be able to offer a high quality vocational Business and Enterprise
qualification through the Peter Jones Academy network.
We are also happy to be able to offer a vocational qualification in Sport alongside GCSE Sports Studies for pupils.
Sport is a key part of our ethos at Woldgate and it is a pleasure to be able to extend our provision for this further.
This is an exciting time for our Year 9 pupils with so many decisions to be made.
We look forward to seeing you at Options Evening and helping your child take the first steps toward a prosperous
future of their own choosing.
Mr Davies
Deputy Headteacher

Friday 1st February
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work of the week

Over the last few weeks, Year 7 pupils have been learning about the evolution of castles during
the Middle Ages, from simple motte and bailey castles to stone, concentric fortresses. They
have been learning about how improving attack methods in turn forced castle builders to adapt
and improve their designs over hundreds of years.

As part of this work, pupils designed and built their own castles, using any materials and
resources they chose. Some pupils even made their castles out of cake! The effort, care and
detail put into their castle models was fantastic. All of our pupils should be very proud of
themselves, and the skills they have used to complete their project, such as creativity, problem
solving and team work. Thank you too to everyone who helped and supported our Year 7 pupils
in their project, below are some examples of their work.

Mr Sloman
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

T

his week we held our Sixth Form Progress Interviews, which is an opportunity for all Sixth Form
students to have a one-to-one meeting to reflect on their progress and to set clear and actionable
targets going forward. For Year 12, this has been an opportunity to reflect on the start they have
made and how well they feel they have managed the transition into Sixth Form, and for Year 13 it has
been an opportunity to plan how best they can use the remaining months of their studies as they
complete their final stretch up to exams.

M rs K L awson

A level and BTEC studies are designed to challenge and stretch students, and the learning skills and
strategies that students develop throughout their time in Sixth Form will ensure they have the skills
for lifelong learning, be that in higher education or progression through their chosen career. Here are some top tips
for independent learning:
Head of S ixth Form

1. Motivated to learn
•

You need to take responsibility for your own learning.

•

Set yourself challenging goals.

•
Don’t procrastinate. It is easy to just talk about working and easy to put things off. A motivated learner will
get on and actually do the work they need to do.
2. Manage your time
•

Actively identify what is important to you in your studies and prioritise your work

•

Balance your studies with your social life and other interests

•

Use your time effectively and know where the resources are that you need

•

Understand how you learn best

3. Reflect on your learning
•

Develop your ability to reflect on your own progress (and be honest with yourself about how you are doing)

•

Record how you are developing a wide range of skills

•

Think about what feedback you need from your teachers and how to use it

Friday 1st February
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

I

wonder if you heard a Scottish “burr” in the air last weekend or had “Neeps and Tatties” for tea?
People celebrate the life of Scottish poet, Robbie (Rabbie) Burns on the 25th January each year. He
was a prolific 18th Century poet widely accepted as the national poet of Scotland and credited with
being one of the first ever Romantic poets. At school, he features as part of our exploration of poetry
in English lessons.

Of course, for many, Robbie Burns’ most famous poem or folk song is Auld Lang Syne, sung traditionally on New
Year’s Eve. The song begins by posing a rhetorical question: Is it right that old times be forgotten? The answer is
generally interpreted as a call to remember long-standing friendships. Many of our longest friendships are formed
in school and chatting with Year 7 recently, they talked about friendships which have developed since Infants’ School
if not before. Many of them have now settled into new friendships and have enjoyed widening their circle of friends
rather than neglecting old ones.
In Year 9 we have also looked at one of Burns’ famous poems as it is the title of our text: “Of Mice and Men.”
The full quotation from To a Mouse is:
The best-laid schemes o' mice an' men
Gang aft agley,
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain,
For promis'd joy!
In the novella, George and Lennie are itinerant workers moving from ranch to ranch, but unlike other ranch hands
they have each other. So even when things go wrong (*spoiler alert*) having a friend makes things easier to cope
with.
For some young people who struggle with managing emotions, navigating the pitfalls of friendships can be
problematic. Staff help pupils to work through friendship issues and encourage pupils to be more understanding
of the feelings of others. We also promote problem-solving such as using questions and strategies to guide and
encourage pupils to ﬁnd mutually-satisfying solutions e.g. understanding the other’s position, saying sorry and
looking for solutions that meet each pupil’s needs.
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We hope that as pupils grow up and eventually leave, they will remember the long lasting friendships they made at
Woldgate School.

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

