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NEWSLETTER
‘Ev ery thing you do shou ld be worth y, of gr eat m erit, ch a r acter a n d va lu e.’
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Pictured: A Level Business Studies students, Freya, Faith & Lily

Congratulations to our Peter Jones
Enterprise Academy Winners
Huge congratulations to Freya Borrie, Faith Dawson, Lily Edwards and Nick Courtney for winning the PJEA Levi
Roots Flash Challenge. We are exceptionally proud of this achievement as this was our first entry into a PJEA Flash
Challenge. The Flash Challenges are set by the PJEA and are only available to PJEA students across the network.
Each challenge is sponsored by a business or an entrepreneur and takes just one week to complete. Once they are
finished all entries are emailed to the PJEA and the business sponsor of that challenge, with the best
entry from all the PJEAs being selected as the Flash Challenge Winner.
Read more on page 3
Friday 8th February
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Headteacher’s Welcome

his week, our Year 9 pupils started the process of considering the GCSE subjects they would like to
opt for in Upper School, while our Upper School pupils in Year 11 are making their final decisions
about where they would like to study, with the vast majority deciding between the large numbers of
qualifications available at our Sixth Form College. Upper School and Sixth Form really do provide a wealth
of choice from a broad range of subjects.

Our Upper School pupils have also been suitably inspired with a visit to see Macbeth. Macbeth was written
sometime in 1606/07 and published in the First Folio of 1623 from a playbook or a transcript of one. Some
portions of the original text are corrupted or missing from the published edition. The play is the shortest
of Shakespeare’s tragedies, without diversions or subplots. It chronicles Macbeth’s seizing of power and subsequent
destruction, both his rise and his fall the result of blind ambition. It is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to see the
words leave the page and to enjoy one of our more famous works as it was intended to be seen, on the stage.
M r J B ritton
Headteacher

This week our Sixth Form students also visited a power station as part of their applied studies. It is a visit I have been
on many times and one of my favourites, as the scale of the building is overwhelming, combined with the noise and the
vibration. Standing at over 114 metres high, each of Drax’s 12 cooling towers are 86 metres in diameter at their base, 53
metres at their summit, and could comfortably fit the Statue of Liberty inside. Everything about them is huge, but they
are not the unsophisticated masses of concrete they appear from afar. “Look at a cooling tower and you might think it’s
a substantial, thick structure. It’s not,” explains Nick Smith, a civil engineer at Drax. “It’s basically like an egg shell. It is
the shape that gives it its strength.” For the majority of their height, a typical cooling tower is between just 178 and 180
mm thick. An impressive combination of science and engineering that with the introduction of biomass, will mean nearly
two-thirds of the power produced by Drax will be sustainable.
Be it visiting Drax or going to see Macbeth, such opportunities truly are awe-inspiring and bring learning to life. Our Year
9 pupils this week also started to consider the additional subjects they would like to opt for in Upper School. It is not an
easy decision as the need to maintain a breadth of subjects, to ensure a good foundation for further study potentially at
Sixth Form and university.
As your son or daughter starts to consider future options you will be offered a wealth of advice and guidance and, at
times, it can easily become confusing. It is therefore important to have those discussions with your child, as you will be
acutely aware of their strengths. Teaching staff will know your child through their previous studies and, of course, can
offer advice about particular courses. Your child’s friends will also be offering advice and sharing their preferred options
and they may even try to persuade your son or daughter to study subjects alongside them. This is the wrong reason for
selecting a subject as we know, as your child will be committing to a further two years of intense study to develop their
academic knowledge and skills, not to further a friendship.
At this moment in your child’s education you’ll be considering two scenarios – this is completely normal. If your child has a
clear end point in mind, then do speak to the staff concerned, the Head of Sixth Form and of course search the university
websites for potential courses and entry requirements. If your child is uncertain then you need to keep your options
broad and balanced, to keep as many routes open as possible for your study at Sixth Form. It can be advantageous to
study a subject at GCSE in preparation for Sixth Form, but it is not essential. The key to success here is to seek advice,
guidance and speak to as many teachers as possible in the subjects that may interest you or form part of your
balanced suite of qualifications.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,

Do have a good weekend.
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Peter Jones Enterprise Academy (PJEA) Winners
of the Levi Roots Flash Challenge
continued from page 1
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n this challenge the students were asked to innovate a product that would extend the existing Levi Roots range
and appeal to his target market. Finally, they had to write a Marketing Mix, highlighting the product’s viability
and a strategy to take it to market. The student’s decided that they would produce a Caribbean Lunch Pot, called
RASTA FASTA, after noticing that Levi’s convenience range was quite limited. There were two varieties, the regular
pot with chicken pieces and the vegetarian pot with Quorn. Both pots contained Levi’s Coconut Crisps, a lime
flavoured dip and a salsa made from Reggae Reggae sauce, so that the consumer could experience a little taste of
the Caribbean on the go!
As a reward for winning this challenge the students will receive £120 worth of vouchers and will be recognised
at the end of year PJEA Entfest, held at the University if Buckingham, which celebrates all the achievements of
Business Students across the PJEAs.
At the moment Flash Challenges are only available to our A Level Business Studies students, however this week we
were really excited to offer a new BTEC Business’ course in conjunction with the PJEA to Year 9 students at option
evening and I am very much looking forward to teaching more young entrepreneurs next year.
Miss Russell
Head of Business

Headteacher’s
Award
Year 7
Ryan Harrison
C arys Wilkinson

Year 8
Skye Harrison
Penny Garside

Year 10
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Isabella A altio
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Year 11
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Ellieanna Burns
Elena Lusby
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of great merit, character and value.’
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

A

t Woldgate School, we encourage our pupils to always
try their hardest in everything they do in every lesson
and staff, in turn, recognise and reward not only great
work, but great character as well. Since September, we have
been using the ClassCharts online reward system. This system
enables teachers to issue a range of rewards to pupils both in
M r L S loman
class and around school. The rewards are based on the school
H
L
S
motto, and are awarded for work of great merit, acts of great
character, or acts that are valued by the wider community,
such as leadership. We also recognise and reward pupils when they display
life skills, such as effective communication. Pupils receive a stamp in their
Planner, as well as the reward being recorded online.
ead of ower chool

Information about the number of rewards earned each week, both individually,
as a Form and as a Year group. However, we believe strongly that parents
and carers have a crucial role in also recognising and rewarding our pupils’
achievements. We therefore encourage parents and carers to download
the free ClassCharts Parent App from either IStore or Google Play. We have
previously provided each parent or carer with a unique access code for their
child, which needs to be entered along with an email address and password.
Parents and carers can then check their child’s rewards regularly on their
mobile phone. If you cannot find the letter with the unique code, please
contact Mr Butcher or Mrs Wright who will be happy to help.
By frequently accessing ClassCharts to review their child’s rewards, parents
will be helping to further develop communication between our pupils, home
and school. ClassCharts also gives parents and carers the opportunity to
frequently praise their child’s achievements and attitude to learning, and
further reinforce our school ethos that everything our pupils do should be
worthy of great merit, character and value.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Daniel Lonsdale
Year 8: Lily Foster
Year 9: Jenny Strafford

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Chelsea Hall
Year 8: Hayden Taylor
Year 9: Chad Beevers

Great Value Awards
Year 7: William Gant
Year 8: Eilidh Smith
Year 9: Alfie Nichol

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7ECR
Year 8: 8DRO
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UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Longstaff Writes:

A

s Head of Upper School, I work extremely closely with Heads of Care and Achievement and
Heads of Department to provide the very best education and experience for your child as
they study for their GCSE qualifications at the end of Year 11. Alongside parents, we support
your child through the process of selecting their option subjects and work closely with them as they
make their transition into GCSE study.

We aim to create a positive and motivated atmosphere within our Upper School, in which your
child can flourish both in terms of academic achievement and in developing their own unique
talents. Upper School can be challenging for many pupils, not least because we have extremely
high expectations of all the pupils under our care and will always encourage them to be the best that they can be.
Alongside the qualifications they will achieve, we encourage our pupils to develop strong social skills and a sense
of community to enable them to develop into responsible and successful young adults on both an individual and
team basis.
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

Our partnership with parents is vital to the success of our pupils, particularly as they move through the next two
years of their education and we work continuously to develop strong relationships between all pupils, parents and
staff, together with our partner agencies to enable our pupils to fulfil their potential. Our combined focus on Care
and Achievement ensures that in caring and supporting our pupils, we provide an ideal environment for them to
thrive academically.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Friday 8th February

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715
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Humberside Cross-country Championships
On Thursday 31st January, we took a group of 13 pupils to compete for the East Riding team in the Humberside Cross-country
Championships against pupils from Hull, North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire. These pupils had qualified for the
team at the East Riding Championships in October.
They all did an amazing job and deserve great credit as the weather was extreme to say the least! -6 degrees, with freezing
fog and solid ground were not ideal conditions but they all rose to the challenge and enjoyed the day.
We achieved some excellent results including a win for Dan Eastwood in the Senior Boy's Race, a win for Emma Waudby in
the Intermediate Girl's race, and 4th place for Rose Ella in the Intermediate Girl's race - all have now qualified for the English
Schools Championships in March which is a fantastic achievement.
Woldgate Cross-country team:
Dan Eastwood, Year 13, Emma Waudby, Year 11, Rose Ella, Year 10, Abbie Eastwood, Year 9, Sam Asquith, Year 9, Sol
Maynard, Year 9, Dan Pollard, Year 8, Bradley Towse, Year 8, Hattie Ella, Year 7, Noel Belshaw, Year 7, Will Dalgliesh,
Year 7, Will Kennedy, Year 7 and Harry Scrowston, Year 7
Mr Clarke

I love fishing
I have fished since my 6th Birthday, starting on small farm ponds learning to use a float and ledger rod. It wasn’t
too many years before I started showing an interest in carp fishing. I soon learnt the basics and progressed to
using the specialist equipment and began to fish carp specific waters.
I must have been doing something right as I was given a position as junior consultant with a local bait firm.
I am now sponsored by the bait firm along with 2 other companies where I am a member of their promotional
teams.
Throughout 2018 my fishing really came together, I achieved several personal bests, finishing off with a lake
record set in the summer holidays. My dream would be to be spotted by a big company and land a role in the
fishing circuit.

by Ryley, Year 8

Issue 160

www.woldgate.net

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

I
M rs K L awson

t has certainly been a very focused week in the Sixth Form as Year 13 students have been preparing
for their Mock Exams. These exams are an opportunity for students to accurately gage how well
they are doing in their subjects and make any necessary improvements prior to the ‘real thing’ in the
summer. Mock Exams help to answer questions such as, do I know and understand the content I have
been taught? Can I apply this in exam conditions? How well am I able to cope with the time constraints
in my exams? Are there any gaps in my knowledge and understanding? What do I still need to do to
make sure I achieve my target grades in the summer?

Head of S ixth Form

For students to gain accurate answers to those questions,
revision needs to have been thorough and I know that this can be a difficult
balancing act. I have been very impressed by how our students have kept
on top of their current class-work whilst making sure they set aside time
to revise. As they move forward from their mocks, this will prove to be a
vital study habit: in the lead up to their summer exams, students should be
regularly reviewing and consolidating their work, completing practice exam
papers and making revision a regular part of their independent studies. I am
sure that we will see some excellent results in the mock exams and they will
prove extremely useful helping our students to progress.

Key Dates
Spring Term 2019
7th January - 14th February
25th February - 5th April

Revision Tips
Self-assess your learning before you start revising to check where your
strengths and weaknesses lie.
Use this self-assessment to help you create a strategic revision plan where
you dedicate more time to areas of need.
Build in time to review revision and to complete practice questions to ensure
information has been retained.
Take regular breaks, eat well and make sure you get plenty of sleep – all
of these things are important for your brain to be able to retain and recall
information.

Summer Term
2019
23rd April - 24th May
3rd June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days
15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Friday 8th February
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

P

eer mentoring is a well-established part of the support which we offer pupils at Woldgate School.
Buddies are chosen and trained by Mrs Vickers when in Year 9 and then begin their roles when
Year 6 join us for Creative Arts’ days and the main transition events in the Summer. They are an
integral part of helping the new Year 7 pupils find their way around in September and then go on
providing support for all pupils as the year progresses.

It is a successful project, but one which we hope to expand in coming months and so we were so grateful to receive
a cheque for £223.29 from Bielby Parish Group, Chairman Paul Ward and Secretary Gabrielle Rose and our very own
Mrs Kendra, who raised money for us by carol singing at Christmas.

The money will be used to develop the training and to provide more opportunities to raise pupils’ awareness of the
support in a higher profile way, such as a stalls in A Block corridor.
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Alicia Sanerivi, on behalf of the mentors said: “It is a very rewarding thing to do. Pupils talk to us about friendship
issues and things which they are struggling with and we are friendly face. We help them to speak to a member of
staff when something is more serious.” “We enjoy getting to know the new pupils and helping them to settle in
quickly.”

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

