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BTEC Science
Visit Drax
Power Station
On Monday 4th February Year 12 and 13 Science BTEC students visited Drax Power station to learn more about
how electricity is generated. We started our visit in the visitor’s centre where our guide explained the fuels
that were used at Drax, the process used and the measures taken to reduce the pollution produced. We then
went on a bus ride around the site, this gave us an understanding of the scale of Drax and the equipment used
to produce the electricity. The students were amazed by the size of the cooling towers and the exhaust pipes
that were wider than the channel tunnel. We then went inside the power station and felt the vibrations caused
by the coal grinders, stood under the boilers and saw the room full of turbines.
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Headteacher’s Welcome

he next ten weeks before the start of formal examinations will be absolutely key for our Year 11
pupils and Year 13 Sixth Form students. We know from previous years that the time invested at this
point by pupils and students will define their success.

M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Revision should never be terminal. I know from teaching my Year 12 students that we are already having
to revise the work we completed before Christmas, as they have already started to forget some of the
theory and key scientific vocabulary that they need to use, to be able to answer questions, when they sit
their examination in the summer of 2020.

The old adage that you never forget how to ride a bike does not apply to academic learning. We clearly retain knowledge
and through its regular use we are able to consolidate our learning, but in certain examination subjects, topics will only
be covered once and although the teacher will return, like myself, to check, inevitably pupils do need to take ownership
and proactively refresh their understanding.
This is the same for all year groups. It is not uncommon for pupils to believe that learning is simply a matter of being
taught knowledge, that their brain will then automatically store, retain and recite when required. If only this was the
case, we could all, as adults, recite information from every school subject and repeat with confidence everything we
learned at school. Unfortunately, as we all know, our memories do fade with time and although, as mentioned previously,
practising, applying and analysing knowledge at the time, does help us to retain information, even then, our ability to
speak confidently will be impacted upon, if we have not refreshed our practise and test our understanding in the interim.
It is why asking ‘why’ of your child is important. Constantly challenging them on what they are learning and why. For
Year 11 and 13, as young adults, with your support and ours, really do need to start an intensive process of revising.
Techniques that are key, or are even helpful earlier in school, can include the traditional making notes and highlighting,
but can also now include watching short ‘pod cast’ revision videos through GCSEPod and many other techniques, for
example:
Organise your information and try not to focus on too wide a topic at one time
Plan what topic to revise at each session and stick to it. Understand what you are reading and cover the topic in sufficient
detail.
Rehearse the subject aloud
Sometimes it helps to cement the information, and boost your confidence with it, if you talk through a topic with a friend
or family member. You often find you know more than you think you do!
Use diagrams, tables and charts
Pictures and colour often help trigger our brains to remember something, so diagrams, mind maps and posters can help.
Try organising post-it notes on walls with the subject, topic and all the key headline information listed underneath – so
you see it every day.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
Practise past papers
Use past exam papers to practise on. These really help you to get a feel for the type of questions you will be asked
and they also help to familiarise you with the way the paper is organised. They also give you something active to
do. This in turn will ensure you feel more confident on the day of the exam itself. These can be downloaded for free
from examination websites with the mark schemes.

For Year 11, a 50 minute session is ideal per subject with each subject revised every week. For younger children,
simply selected a range of subjects and using post-it notes to indicate what they are studying in each subject, is a
great way of starting conversations, keeping track of what your child is learning every half-term, while also looking
through their books and asking that ‘why’ question.
Do have a good weekend.

Headteacher’s
Award
Year 8
Freya Wales
Ethan Beck
L aura Found
Thomas Robinson

Year 10
Luke Watson
Skye Bowman

Noticeboard
Join Us!
Design & Technology Technician
Fixed Term to 31st August 2019
26 hours per week, Term Time Only
We are seeking to recruit a friendly and reliable Technician to proactively
support Teachers and pupils in our Technology Department. The successful
applicant will need to have a practical, flexible and hands on approach to
their work, strong ICT skills and experience of working with machinery and
hand tools. They will be a team player and have the ability to use their own
initiative.
The successful candidates will require an enhanced DBS clearance prior to
appointment.
For further details please see our website www.woldgate.net

of great merit, character and value.’
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

A
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

s we approach the half term holidays, it is a good time to stop
and reflect upon our Lower School pupils’ achievements so
far this year. In particular, this term has seen our Year 9 pupils
take their first steps towards choosing their GCSE options for the
next two years, culminating in our Options Information Evening
last week. With the support of both school and parents, our Year
9 pupils now know what they need to do to ensure they meet the
challenges of GCSE study in the coming months.

Our Year 7 pupils continue to settle in well to life at secondary school. They have
come a long way in a short space of time and it is great to watch them walk around
the school with confidence, with new and old friends alike. I and all the Year 7
Form Tutors are very proud of how well our Year 7 pupils have settled in, and the
valuable contributions they make to school life everyday.
On behalf of all our Lower School Heads of Care and Achievement and Form
Tutors, I would like to say well done to all our Lower School pupils for a great half
term.
Enjoy your holiday and I look forward to seeing you next half term.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: William Kennedy
Year 8: Corry Thornton
Year 9: Callum Barker

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Fred Nightingale
Year 8: Finlay Gant
Year 9: Dylan Granton

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Lewis Bielby
Year 8: Freya Wales
Year 9: Isaac Williamson

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7ONU
Year 8: 8KMC
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UPPER SCHOOL

I

f your child hasn’t done so already, now is an ideal time to take stock of their learning. For Year 11
pupils, the first GCSE exam is a little under ten weeks away and for Year 10 pupils they will have
completed at least one – if not two or three – of their key units at GCSE. While revising and revisiting,
taking a moment to test their understanding as they move forward is important.

It might be as simple as taking three highlighters and adding a small symbol or code next to their notes
or on the contents page of a revision guide but alternatively, post-its or lists work just as well. However
they do it, asking your child to read over the topics they are studying – or better yet, talk through them
with you, - and prioritise the things they have to learn not only makes revision seem less pressured, it
also makes it more focused.
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

A good start is to begin by highlighting in green the things they can do well – these are the topics or subject terms that
they remember and are comfortable with. It might be that they have been assessed on this recently and done very
well – or that they have tested themselves and managed to remember it. It doesn’t mean your child can forget these
entirely but it at least starts to take away from the amount they have to revise and make it seem less intimidating.
The next step is to colour in amber the material that they understand but have not yet mastered completely. This can
then become a very manageable list of topics for them to cover in their revision – something they can come back to and
revisit regularly and, when they have secured them, change them to green. Again, this adds the satisfaction of letting
them see the work in front of them as being more and more manageable.
Red should be reserved for topics that your child has been taught but still doesn’t understand. This is the action list.
These are the areas where your child needs to speak to their teacher to gain more clarity and it is important that they
are proactive in receiving that help. Staff will only be too happy to provide assistance in re-explaining or providing
more practice material.
To support this process in Mathematics we will be providing Year 11 with a summary of their performance in the latest
mock exams to allow them to see their progress in each area of the subject. In English the department is revisiting
systematically each of the four exam papers and is offering catch-up revision twice a week to pupils who fall behind.
You can also support your child through GCSEPod – a great way for them to receive repeat teaching in the key GCSE
topics. We are currently halfway through our GCSEPod competition where we will reward the five pupils in Year 11
with the most usage in February with a trip to Inflatanation. Currently almost a thousand pods have been streamed in
the last two weeks. We will also be writing to invite Year 11 pupils to our Woldgate Tutorials, taking place for pupils
from the 4th of March.
We are keen to do all we can to support your child – any help you can provide in helping your child to continue to adopt
revision routines at home and prioritise their learning will be greatly appreciated. Working together
we can help them to achieve their full potential.
Mr Davies, Deputy Headteacher
Thursday 15th February
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Work of the Week! My RS Project “The feeding of the 5000”
I decided to make my Religious Studies project because I was asked to create a piece of work that shows the story of
“Jesus and The Feeding of the 5000”. Given no guidelines we were able to create whatever we wanted. It allowed me
to be more creative and let me think outside the box, which is great to do once in a while!
I made my project using egg boxes, glue, paint and a lot of hard work it took me around 7-8 hours to create it.
The Project consists of:
•A small hill made from egg boxes, papier-mâché and paint mixed with sand. The Jesus, Disciple and The Boy characters
were made from plasticine.
•The story that I wrote was placed on the inside back of the lid. I drew 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish on paper to cover
the story. Around the inside of the box I created the scenery of the 5000 people by drawing them by hand with a
pencil, then outlining them in pen and coloured them piece by piece using a computer at home.
•Pieces of dried moss for grass tuffs, twigs for logs and trees and pinecones for bushes.
•The outside of the box was covered in brown paper and I drew a basket pattern with a gold pen on all the sides to
make it look like a basket.
By Zachary Year 8

Mrs Shearing writes:
Zachary from 8HAS has worked very hard this week on his Religious Studies homework task. Year 8 pupils have just
begun the Archbishop of York Young Leaders Award in their lessons and have been looking at some key stories and
Bible teachings to start their work for this award. Pupils have been looking at Jesus's parables and miracles.
Pupils have looked at how and why communities are important and how communities can support each other. Zachary's
class looked at the story in the Bible "The Feeding of the 5000" and Zachary decided he wanted to be far more creative
to show what this story is about and also be able to explain how people can use this story today.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A

s the half-term break approaches, this is an excellent time for our students to take stock and
to make an action plan for the next weeks and months. For Year 12 students, they are now
halfway through their first year of A level or BTEC study. For these students, good habits should
be embedded and independent learning at its fullest should be taking place in their study periods
and at home. Independent learning is about going beyond completing homework, for example by
completing extra reading or extra practice questions, or by reviewing and consolidating knowledge
by looking at class notes or back through relevant sections of the text book. Students should be in
M rs K L awson
the habit of being proactive and seeing their subject teachers if they are finding work challenging, or
H
S
F
not achieving the grades they wish. The half-term break is the
perfect time to get caught up on any work and to review learning from earlier
in the year.
ead of

ixth

orm

Our Year 13 students are busy preparing for their mock exams, and have
been spending time in their STARS lessons on a Monday working on revision
techniques and approaches. Students should now all have a detailed and well
thought-through revision plan. There are also a number of excellent online
timetables, where students can input deadline dates, exams and designated
revision hours. The following websites are highly recommended
https://getrevising.co.uk/planner

Key Dates
Spring Term 2019
7th January - 14th February
25th February - 5th April

https://revisionworld.com/create-revision-timetable
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.
php?r=22543-The-revision-timetable
Students may, of course, prefer to work in the old-fashioned way and write
their own timetables with pen and paper!
Subject teachers and members of the Sixth Form team are available to offer
support with revision, and the study room will be open to students throughout
their exams if they would prefer to work in a supervised quiet environment.

Summer Term
2019
23rd April - 24th May
3rd June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days
15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Thursday 15th February

Issue 161

7

M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

T

his week, we received a lovely letter from Martin House Hospice thanking us for the gift of £250.00
donated at our Christmas services. At the start of December, Year 10 Form Representatives on
behalf of the Year Group chose this charity and Head Case as the ones to support this year.
Having carried out lots of research, the Reps created a PowerPoint presentation for each Form group
with background and the reasons they had chosen these charities.

As part of the three services on the last day of term, Georgie Taylor and Harry Forman gave an excellent speech
about the work of the organisations and how the money is spent. Having first-hand experience of Martin House,
Georgie was particularly passionate about raising money for this vital work.
On behalf of the fundraising committee of Martin House Hospice the letter thanks Woldgate School for our kind
gift. They say: “Thank you so much for your kind donation…it is the generous support of our local community
which enables us to provide the support for children and young people with life-shortening conditions. Families
tell us that we are a “lifeline” as we are available around the clock, each day of the year.”
Thank you to the Year 10 Form Representatives, to Harry and Georgie and to everyone who donated to this special
cause in such a generous way.
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92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
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A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
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