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Staff From The English Department In Character
For World Book Day 2019!
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Headteacher’s Welcome

This week we received a letter from Philip Neville, the England Senior Women Head Coach. It is kind
when very busy individuals take the time to write, to encourage our pupils, and to recognise the
hard work and commitment of colleagues and parents in making this community great.

I have now received letters from a range of diverse and interesting correspondents. For example, in
addition to a lovely letter from Stephen Fry, we have heard from Ian Hislop (of Have I Got News for You
and editor at Private Eye) and Alan Sugar. We also received letters from public bodies and personalities:
M r J B ritton
H
Kensington Palace sent a letter, as did both the office of the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition. From the world of sport, we also received a fabulous poster from the Olympic champions
the Brownlee brothers.
eadteacher

“The harder you work the luckier you get” Brownlee brothers.
I have to admit to loving the Brownlee brother’s quote. I think the banners provided around school recognise that
fundamentally, success is not solely born of natural talent but is due to hard work.
In much the same way, I loved the response of a ballet dancer who was being interviewed on television last week,
when the interviewer said “you are so gifted”. The ballet start took immediate offence replying “gifted I may be, but
my success is due to hard work, long hours and a determination to succeed”. The offense was clearly caused by an
interviewer who seemed to purely attribute such gymnastic skill and the achievements of the individual, to nothing
more than an ability they had at birth. As we all know, our attributes at birth are seldom enough without hard work and
commitment to result in success.

“I wanted to write to you all to encourage you to continue working hard to achieve your dreams in life”
Philip Neville. Continued on page 3

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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continued from page 2
The messages, like Philip Neville’s emphasise the opportunities that education
can bring: how it can transform lives, help us for fill our potential and achieve
our dreams. These transformative years are so important and fundamental to
our future success in life. Our school, in the heart of a market town and part of
this wider community, sends our Sixth Form students across the country and
internationally upon completion of their studies. You would be surprised how
many anecdotes I hear every week as our former pupils leave university and
apply for positions. For instance, a former pupil who last week in an interview to
become an officer within the army, left other candidates from far more privileged
backgrounds behind and impressed the panel to such an extent that they let him
choose his specialism. His community work, the visits, expedition and academic
progress had helped broaden his experience and establish his credentials.

Headteacher’s
Award
Year 7
K alem Findlay
Samuel Leatherbarrow
Rowan Smithson
Bobby Blenkin
Kieran Sharp

Year 10
Elspeth Steele
Megan Jessop
“I taught many. Many decades ago at a school in North Yorkshire, not far from
Pocklington and I got to know and love the countryside around the Vale of York
and up towards the moors and dales too, of course, I myself grew up in the wilds
of rural Norfolk – “miles from the nearest lemon” as the 19th century wit Sidney
Smith put it in a letter to a friend, these days one might say “miles from the
nearest latte” or “miles from the nearest Nando’s”
It’s a privilege to live in the countryside and those of us who do have a chance
to engage with nature enjoy the rhythm of the seasons as well as avoiding the
stress and terror of urban life. However, and it’s a big however, human beings,
I often think, are endowed with a double instinct. One is to retreat into nature
and be solitary, the other is to belong to the busy, loud tribe. In other words, we
are equally drawn to the solitude and the countryside and to society and the
town.
The irony is that after ten or twenty years of city life a lot of people dream of
finding a place like Pocklington.
I send my love to you at Woldgate and hope that one day, if I’m passing nearby
I’ll be allowed to come and say hello” Stephen Fry.

Year 11
Verity Metcalfe
Holly C arver

Key Dates
Spring Term 2019

I send my love to you at Woldgate and hope that one day, if I’m passing nearby
I’ll be allowed to come and say hello”

25th February - 5th April

We may, therefore, be a small community school in a market town - within the East
Riding and near York - but I feel our pupils, my colleagues and parents should be
so very proud of all they have achieved and the support they have provided to this
community and school.

Summer Term 2019

We may not be far from the nearest latte now but we do, in this beautiful part of
the world, continue to strive to do the very best for our pupils so when they do
leave the nest they can enjoy the excitement that life away from Pocklington may
bring. Ultimately, however, I hope this small school and this market town will be a
place that will remain in their hearts as they strive to achieve their dreams.

23rd April - 24th May
3rd June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

of great merit, character and value.’
friday

15th March
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mr Sloman Writes:

R

espect for others is one of the fundamental values of Woldgate
School, and this is evident in the everyday school lives of our
Lower School pupils. Pupils frequently hold open doors for
other pupils as well as staff, and are always polite and courteous to
staff and other pupils. These values are embedded into every lesson,
form registration and assembly across all year groups and pupils
M r L S loman
are frequently reminded of the school ethos and expectations.
H
L
S
However, respect for others is not only taught through assemblies,
form registration and lessons; it is modelled by our staff and older
pupils who are role models for our younger pupils.
ead of ower chool

Respect for others plays a crucial part in the learning, progress and wellbeing of
all our pupils. Pupils are able to work with others, share ideas and discuss their
differences openly and reasonably. Our pupils are rewarded for showing respect
to others, with the award of ‘Great Value’, in their contribution to the school
community. With an understanding of the importance of respect, pupils are aware
of the impact of their actions not only upon their own learning, but the learning of
others. Most of all, pupils and teachers are able to work together most effectively
to ensure our pupils reach their full potential, each and every day.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Jessica O’Rourke
Year 8: Isabelle Wright
Year 9: Claire Farmery

Great Character Awards
Year 7: Malwina Rozanka
Year 8: Lily Foster
Year 9: Emily Hare

Great Value Awards
Year 7: Eva Harris
Year 8: Lucy Jones
Year 9: Ryan Hoy

Form of the Week Award
Year 7: 7MHO
Year 8: 8KMC
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Year 9: 9VJE
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[:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
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UPPER SCHOOL

A
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

s part of Woldgate’s Literacy Week, pupils in Years 7 to 11 spent their lunchtimes last week
attempting to solve a murder mystery puzzle. Forty clues were hidden around the site – some
helpful, some misleading, some irrelevant. The only way to solve the mystery was to read carefully,
make links and connections, be sensitive to which information in each text is the most important and
which can be discarded, and to use a dictionary or the internet to look up words that they were unfamiliar
with. For example, a scrawled note found in Professor Plum’s office would suggest he was involved in a
cruel and calculated poisoning attempt – unless pupils used a reference book to discover that Muroidea
are a superfamily of rodents that includes rats. The only enemy Plum was attempting to remove was the
one nibbling his cheese sandwiches.

We have been overwhelmed with the number of entries and the winners will be announced on Monday.
Literacy Week is about reminding pupils of the importance of key skills that will lead to success in their examinations
but that are also essential for adult life. With World Book Day falling in the week of Literacy Week it is also a chance
for pupils to become swept up in a story; it has been a pleasure to hear some very imaginative and creative responses
to the murder mystery – many of the solutions contain pages of backstory and intrigue. It has also been a pleasure to
talk to pupils about the books they are reading and to see pupils enjoying a book in tutor time.
For pupils in Key Stage 4, reading is just as important. As well as being the best way to develop vocabulary and prepare
for the sort of quick and insightful reading required in examinations, reading is also a great way to relax. I am sure you
will be aware of the advice that we all try to have some screen-free time prior to sleeping and selecting a book with
your child and encouraging them to spend some calm time at the end of the day is another way to help them stay stress
free in the weeks and months ahead.
Mr Davies, Deputy Headteacher

friday

15th March
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On World Book Day 2019 Ms Barker asked some of her Year 7
pupils "why should we read?" - These are some of their responses!

Reading makes
you better at
writing. It's
fun and it helps
you in all other
subjects.
Reading gives

you knowledge .
It teaches you
new things.

If you
read
you can
explore
so many
other
worlds!

If

you r
ead
you w
i
fulfi ll have a
lling
life!

Reading is good
because you absorb
all of the different
words that you
read. It takes
you into another
dimension.

Read more =

live more.
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You learn a lot
more vocabulary
when you read.
Reading
expands your word
range.
www.woldgate.net

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

T

his week I have spoken with Year 13 students about moving forward from their mock exams to
ensure they use their remaining time in school as productively as possible. The mock exams are not
only important in terms of informing students of where they are in terms of their current progress,
but also, and perhaps most importantly, in terms of telling students where they need to go next.

Students will receive their mock exam results on Monday 18th March and will be given time to reflect
on their results and plan their next steps. It is really important that students reflect honestly on their
revision and their exam performance. What went well? What were the challenges and how are they going
to overcome them? What do their next steps need to be?
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

As students move forward with their revision, it is crucial that this revision is planned in light of what they have learnt
from their mock exam results and the feedback they are receiving from their subject teachers. Students should be
focusing on any areas of weakness as a priority in their revision, planning revision strategically to ensure they spend
the most time on the areas with the most need.
Revision should be a 3-step process:
1.
2.
		
3.

Review/consolidate/revise (re-cap or re-learn the information, answer structures etc.)
Check this information has been retained by testing yourself or getting someone else to test
you (if information hasn’t been retained, repeat step 1)
Practise applying this information to exam-style questions or practice papers

If students are unsure how to approach their revision, support is available from their subject teachers, form tutors, Mrs
Bourne and myself.

Attendance, Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

friday

15th March

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs K Milne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

07980 702715
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

e are always keen to celebrate the success of our pupils and we are particularly proud of
two of our Year 11s. Owen Bray and Jack Wright are both accomplished footballballers who
are on the books of League clubs. Owen was first spotted by Leeds Utd when he was four
year’s old, playing for the Howden Under 6 team. He has worked hard to progress within the club and
trains three nights per week at Tadcaster with matches at the weekend. Football has always been his
passion and his favourite player is Lionel Messi because of his creativity with the ball. Owen’s advice
to young footballers is to work hard, especially in training, be dedicated and the commitment will pay
off. He will have hard work next year fitting training around being the boot boy and studying, but he
thinks it will be worth it.

Jack was signed for York City last year after playing for Pocklington under 16s. As a member of the prestigious
academy he will study at York College as well as training with the club next year. Jack is a defender who enjoys
being part of a team because of the support it gives you. He trains on Wiggington Road three evenings per week
and travels some distance for matches at the weekend. His footballing idol is Virgil van Dijk because of the way he
handles the ball. His advice to younger pupils is keep your head up and be prepared to work hard for what you want;
take every opportunity offered to you.
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Both boys and their families have had to make many sacrifices over the years but being determined to succeed they
think it is worth it. We wish them every success in the future.

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

