
1Friday 17th May issue 171

Curriculum Survey 
Results - Page 6

On Monday we held our annual Year 8 Charity Fair in STARS, this year raising money for Duchenne UK, Martin 
House Hospice and Kirima Parents’ Primary School in Kanungu, Uganda. The purpose of the Charity Fair is to enable 
pupils to give something back to the community, be good citizens of the UK and practise using a wide range of 
employability skills.

Over the past few weeks in their STARS lessons, pupils have been busy planning a range of activities for the fair. 
There were a huge variety of stalls and activities on offer - ranging from stalls with tasty treats for sale to sporting 
competitions. At different points during their STARS lessons Year 7 and Year 9 pupils came down to the fair and 
perused the stalls to see what took their fancy and took part in some of the competitions. The atmosphere was 
great, helped by the beautiful weather, fun was had by all.

We are still counting up, but indications are that a lot of money has been raised. Please keep an eye out for the next 
newsletter to find out how much the pupils raised.

On behalf of the Year 8 team and staff, Mrs Atkinson would like to thank the parents and families 
for their kind contributions to these great causes. The busy stalls with cakes, foods and drinks were 
a success because of your encouragement and support, so thank you.

Year 8 charitY Fair
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week, our Year 8 ran their charity stalls on Monday to raise money for Duchenne UK, Martin 
House Hospice, York and Kirima Parents’ Primary School in Kanungu, Uganda. It was wonderful 
to see the amount of careful thought and preparation that had gone into each stall. It really is 

testament to our pupils, who with the support of tutors and parents, have invested so much time and 
energy to support others through their fundraising.

Year 7 were clearly wowed by the time, energy and range of stalls our fabulous Year 8 had prepared 
and impressed by the fundraising. Our Year 9 also encouraged their younger peers and actively sought 
to support through their giving and participation.

Our school motto, as you’ll be aware, focuses on acts ‘Of great Value’. The principles or standards of conduct we 
work to; our judgment of what is important in life. It is, therefore, heart-warming to see children recognising how 
they can, as individuals, seek to enact those principles and make a difference in their community. 

Community is so very important and our desire to do good, to make a difference and to help others, is all about 
being empathetic and recognising that we can collectively seek through our actions to help shape the society we 
would like to be part of. It is about realising that we may be individuals, but collectively we can work together for 
the betterment of our community and our wider society.

I have also had this week over 176 certificates to sign to recognise the achievement of our Archbishop of York’s Young 
Leader Awards programme. The Young Leaders Award is a unique active citizenship programme which empowers 
young people to make a difference in their local community whilst growing in key leadership skills at the same time.

By examining inspirational leaders from history and the present day, our children identify those altruistic qualities 
that have defined those individuals and have led to others recognising their achievements in their communities. 

It is though the difference these young people make after studying these individuals that I find truly special. I have 
spoken to so many pupils who have sought through their actions not only to listen and learn, but then to live those 
qualities into being. It is wonderful to our children receiving recognition for their work and I know through their 
actions they will have helped many other children and adults.

It is events like this that really do make me feel so very proud to be part of this community. The joy of being part of 
this school. The value our community places on helping others and in seeking to bring about change for the good.

“Be the change you want to see in the world” Gandhi

One of those inspirational figures our pupils’ study is Mohandas Gandhi. I believe his words really are at the heart 
of all I have seen this week and have clearly inspired our pupils to bring about the positive change they would like 
to see.

Please do congratulate your child for their acts of great value this week.

Do have a good weekend.

 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer



3Friday 17th May issue 171

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Our children are not going to learn how to be good learners unless we engage them in activities and discussions 
about how they perceive themselves as learners – and to see what approaches are working and not working for 
their learning.

Here are 21 statements you could pose to your child to start them thinking about how they think and think 
about how they learn. 

Simple Approaches to Learning Questions

1. I find I have to concentrate on just memorising a good deal of what I have to learn.

2. I am not really sure what’s important in lessons, so I try to get down all I can.

3. I tend to read very little beyond what is actually required.

4. I concentrate on learning just those bits of information that I have to know to pass.

5. I like to be told precisely what to do in essays, homeworks or other assignments.

6. I often seem to panic if I get behind in my work.

7. Often I find myself wondering whether the work I am doing here is really worthwhile.

Strategic Approach to Learning Questions

8. I think I am quite systematic and organised when it comes to studying for exams.

9. I am pretty good at getting down to work whenever I need to.

10. I organise my study time carefully to make the best use of it.

11. Before starting work on an assignment or exam question, I think first how best to tackle it.

12. I look carefully at my teacher’s comments on course work to see how to get higher marks the next time.

13. I put a lot of effort into studying because I am determined to do well.

14. When I have finished a piece of work, I check it through to see if it really meets requirements.

Deep Approach to Learning Questions

15. When I am reading I stop from time to time to reflect on what I am trying to learn from it.

16. When I am working on a new topic, I try to see in my own mind how all the ideas fit together.

17. Often I find myself questioning things I hear in lessons or read in books.

18. Some of the ideas I come across on the course I find really gripping.

19. I usually set out to understand for myself the meaning of what we have to learn.

20. I like to play around with ideas of my own even if they don’t get me far.

21. It is important for me to be able to follow the argument, or to see the reason behind things.
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Over the next three weeks, our Lower School pupils will 
be sitting exams across a range of subjects. Exams often 
incite a range of emotions and responses from people 

across all walks of life; some positive and others negative. Our 
purpose in holding exam weeks for our Lower School pupils is to 
equip them with the skills, confidence and resilience to ensure 
they achieve their full potential in their GCSEs and beyond.

To this end, the exam weeks help pupils in their preparation for exams, namely 
effective revision techniques, but also in ensuring they get plenty of sleep and 
eat healthy breakfasts in the morning. Exam weeks also highlight to our pupils 
the importance of exam skills, such as planning their time effectively, reading 
questions carefully and checking their answers. Finally, exam weeks also give 
pupils an experience in receiving their result and, in particular, a sense of 
achievement and pride when they have done well. Exam weeks are therefore 
an essential part of learning and I wish all our Lower School pupils the best in 
their exams.

Our Lower School pupils should therefore be revising all their work to date 
over the next few weeks to ensure they are prepared for their exams. Please 
help your child with their revision by testing them on key information, listening 
to their explanations of topics or asking questions. Effective revision involves 
doing something, and discussion is one of the most effective methods. 

Thank you for all your support and good luck to our Lower School pupils.

Lower SchooL  
weekLY awardS

Great Merit awardS

Year 7: LiaM nortHcott

Year 8: isaBeLLe Kears

Year 9:  LucY Preston

Great character awardS

Year 7: cheLSea haLL

Year 8: charLie cLover MiLne

Year 9: GabrieLLa bijSter

Great vaLue awardS

Year 7: hattie eLLa

Year 8: wiLLiaM cree

Year 9: aMY wheatLeY

ForM oF the terM award

Year 7: 7rMG

Year 8: 8dro

Year 9: 9jbw

Lower SchooL

Mr L sLoMan
Head of Lower scHooL
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We would like to thank parents and carers for contributing to the first part of our curriculum survey, which 
looked at the structure and variety of the courses available at Upper School. We were delighted with the 
number of responses and comments.  As well as providing information on the courses pupils may like to 

see offered in coming years, it was interesting to gather views about the amount of choice available to pupils and to 
hear your thoughts on the ways that we can continue to improve the quality of our provision.  

Please see page 6 for the results of the curriculum survey.

The next part of the survey, focusing on enrichment and extra curricular sessions, will take place after half term.

We would also like to thank Year 11 for their excellent engagement with our revision sessions over the last week.  
The following additional sessions are due to take place next week:

Monday 20th May P4, P5 -GCSE Maths revision for all. Preparation for Tuesday 21st.

Tuesday 21st May P2, P3 - GCSE Geography revision. Preparation for Tuesday 21st.

Tuesday 21st May P4 - GCSE Spanish revision. Preparation for Wednesday 22nd.

Wednesday 22nd May AM - English Literature. Preparation for Thursday 23rd.

Wednesday 22nd May AM - Triple Science Physics revision. Preparation for Wednesday afternoon.

Thursday 23rd May  P4, P5 Product Design. Preparation for Friday 23rd.

Mr Davies

Deputy Headteacher

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

Governor vacancieS 
We are currently looking for new co-opted governors to join our friendly governing body.

Our governors come from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experience but all share a common interest 
of wanting the best possible education for the children in our school. The school would welcome those who can 
contribute to the leadership of the school as a community, but who can also assist the charitable trust in the 
management of the schools finances, with education law, employment law and those who have extensive experience 
in leadership positions within business.

For more information please visit our website www.woldgate.net/jobs.html

uPPer SchooL
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continued from page 5

reSuLtS oF the curricuLuM SurveY
Thank you again to parents and carers for contributing to the first part of our curriculum survey. Please find the results 
below:

Would you be interested in your child being able to choose four - rather than three - subjects at GCSE?

If we were to add an additional choice it could reduce the amount of time spent in other subjects.  Would you be 
in favour of your child starting one or two of their GCSEs in Year 9 in order to ensure that the total time across all 
subjects stays the same as at present?

At the moment most pupils take Religious Studies (RE) as a GCSE subject on an hour of teaching a week. Are you 
in favour of making RE part of the option process so that pupils can choose an additional subject of their own 
preference instead?

15

15

15

30 45 60 75 90%

30 45 60 75 90%

30 45 60 75 90%
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This week marks the final week of formal study for our Year 13 students as they prepare to 
take their first A level examinations next week. I am incredibly proud of all the students in this 
year group and would like to take this opportunity to wish them the very best of luck in their 

forthcoming exams. I would like to remind students and parents that the Sixth Form is open throughout 
Study Leave, for academic or pastoral support, advice and guidance. Students are welcome to revise in 
school and the Study Room will be supervised throughout the exam period to ensure there is a quiet 
and focused study environment where students can complete final revision without any distractions.

There will also be a number of final revision sessions which students can attend. These will be structured sessions 
and will cover elements such as final reminders about exam technique and structure, exam timings, interpreting the 
questions, and will also be an opportunity for students to have any questions answered and receive reassurance 
and support.

Please find below the revision sessions planned for next week. The timetable for sessions after half-term will be 
published next week and notices will be placed in the Sixth Form Study Room and common room.

Monday 20th May AM Psychology revision, KRU. Preparation for PM. P1 -2. KRU in E3.

Tuesday 21st May AM History revision. Preparation for PM. P1 – GEM drop-in, J8. P3 - KLM, J9.

Tuesday 21st May PM Sociology revision. Preparation for Wednesday 22nd LMD P4-P5. J4 for both sessions.

Wednesday 22nd May AM - Geography revision, JBW. Preparation for PM. Sessions to take place in J4 P1-3.

Thursday 23rd May AM - PE revision, CEF, BSC in E7. Preparation for PM. P1 - BSC P2 - CEF P3 - CEF

Thursday 23rd May AM - P1-2 English Literature revision, PSJ/ VJE TBC. Preparation for PM.

Thursday 23rd May PM - Business Revision, KRU P4-5. Preparation for Friday 24th.

Term-time Holidays

As we move into the final half of the summer term, I would like to remind parents and students that term-time 
holidays are not permitted. Students in Year 12 will spend the summer term working on content for the second year 
of their A level courses. The qualifications they are sitting are rigorous and there is a huge amount of content to 
cover, in a relatively short period of time. By Easter next year all content should be covered and this means every 
lesson really does count. We would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring your child is not missing critical 
lessons in this final term.

Mrs K Lawson
Head of sixtH forM

SiXth ForM coLLeGe Mrs Lawson Writes:



Mrs s GearY
Head of incLusion

Last week was National Deaf Awareness Week.  Each year, the charity aims to raise the profile of 
those who cope with hearing impairment day by day.  The UK Council on Deafness, founded in 
1993 the national umbrella organisation for charities and professional bodies working in the field 

of deafness, co-ordinates deaf awareness week which involves UK wide  national and local events 
to raise awareness of the needs of the 1 in 6 deaf or hard of hearing people in the UK. Accessibility, 
equality and inclusion are the cornerstones of their work with Deaf, Hard of Hearing, deafened and 
Deafblind people throughout the UK.

At Woldgate School, we have had a number of pupils whose hearing is impaired and we aim to support them in 
main stream classrooms whilst making allowances for any potential challenges for pupils with levels of deafness.   
The pupils are visited regularly by the Hearing Service, usually in school.  The visits are important in supporting the 
pupils as they are tested for any changes in their hearing and then given time to ask questions about any changes 
which have happened.  The service also offers practical support for pupils; they can offer advice to teachers and 
Teaching Assistants but also speak to classes about the effects of hearing loss and how the pupil might be feeling 
especially if they are wearing hearing aids.

Most pupils manage their hearing loss incredibly well and staff use strategies such as seating plans, facing the 
pupil directly when addressing them and speaking clearly in order to help the pupils.  Last year, we had a pupil 
who benefitted from a microphone which was worn around the teacher’s neck in order to help her in lessons and 
assemblies.  The use of visuals and power points in the classroom have really benefitted pupils with hearing loss 
since gone are the days of “chalk and talk”!

MentaL heaLth and weLLbeinG, what’S it aLL about? 

Taking time to relax

Regular relaxation is beneficial for your mental health. If you make a regular time each day to practice 
relaxation techniques you will get better and better at relaxation and notice your day-to-day stress levels 
are lower. You will also become able to use relaxation at the times you need them most.

Try this quick podcast from the Mental Health Foundation: · 

www.mentalhealth.org.uk/podcasts/stress-and-relaxation-quick-fix-breathing-exercise

However busy you are, it’s important for your mental health to take time out for yourself, relax and recharge 
the batteries. For more relaxation tips visit young minds:

youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/take-time-out/

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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