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These Candles Will Get

You Buzzzzing!

Technology Ambassadors – Chloe, Cerys, Sophie, Evie, Emily, Eleanor &Ellen

A group of Year 7 pupilshave been working hard with Mrs Wilson in the Technology Department to set up a sustainable
business that could not only be profitable but be good for the environment too. One of the Bizzy Bee’s members has
a family Bee Farm and developed the idea of re-using the wax from the bee hives and re-using glass jars to produce
fragranced and coloured candles.
The Bizzy Bees presented their Business plan and were awarded a sum of money from the Peter Jones Enterprise Fund to
help them purchase the essentials for making and selling candles. The Bizzy Bees are appealing for any small glass jam jars
or small coffee jars that you would normally put in for recycling to be sent into the Technology Department where we can
put them to good use. If you do buy a lovely scented, coloured candle then please be sure to ‘burn and return’ the glass jars.
The local Bee Farmer will benefit from money raised and any profits will also be returned back to the Technology Department
where we are looking to re-invest in more tools and equipment to further expand this growing business.
The Bizzy Bees are thinking about the possibility of printing their logo onto re-useable tote bags, re-fillable water bottles,
and so watch this space for further information. Candles will be available at the main school reception
and the Bizzy Bees will be doing some ‘pop-up shops’ in and around school, so keep an eye out for us!
For an order form or more information please email: bizzybees@woldgate.net
Friday 14th June 2019
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Headteacher’s Welcome

t has been a real pleasure to see pupils in lessons this week engrossed in learning and having fun, due
to some quite extraordinary lesson planning by my colleagues.

M r J B ritton
Headteacher

In geography our pupils were engaged in a ‘top trump’ activity based on sea wall defences. They were
totally engrossed in discussions as they compared cards and possible options for a potential sea defence
- identifying all of the different civil engineering approaches, their advantages and disadvantages. It was
one of the very best and well informed discussions I have seen in a Lower School class, with pupils not
only seeking to understand every single detail of a particular solution, but also being very competitive in
trying to ensure the final and best solution met the needs of the given scenario.

It is the absolute joy of visiting lessons, to see such excellent teaching techniques and to have the opportunity to
join children as they learn, discovering new concepts and ideas. Techniques that colleagues have carefully sought,
alongside their enthusiasm for their own subject, to ensure the lesson flows and engages our pupils with their learning.
In languages I also loved how when sat with one pupil, he approached his analysis of a text by seeking to identify
specific words, understand the structure and then identify the meaning of the sentence as he translated the text. The
joy came through his palpable excitement as he deciphered every word and so enthused, then struggled to select the
right coloured ink on his pen as he rushed to write his answer in his book. Every single second counted.
I also had the privilege of seeing the subjects that will now form part of our broader curriculum offer for Year 9 in
September, through our new options process, allowing our pupils to maintain a broad curriculum offer.
A drama lesson where pupils were fully engrossed, acting out a scene with real passion as they sought to carefully
rehearse every aspect of the play, from the use of language to carefully considering every movement of their character.
I doubt you would see such careful consideration and enthusiasm if you watched professional actors.
I also thoroughly enjoy seeing our pupils as they move through the year groups. Nothing is more rewarding I feel than
seeing our child start in Year 7 and then having the privilege of seeing them become young adults – it is truly a joy.
In a chemistry lesson it truly was a pleasure to join a group of Sixth Form students who were undertaking an experiment.
I enquired initially to the purpose and like them, found myself swept away with their enthusiasm as they sought to
ensure their hypothesis came true as the experiment progressed. A chemical reaction had through the careful crafting
of the lesson become a focus for their enthusiasm and passion for chemistry.
It truly is wonderful as a Headteacher to work with such fabulous children and to have the privilege of working alongside
colleagues who invest so much in making sure lessons are carefully crafted – as such brilliant teaching is no accident, it
is the result of careful planning and the use of a wealth of resources and activities that bring learning to life and make
it exciting!
Do have a good weekend.
							

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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What is the research behind metacognition?
Educational psychologists have long promoted the importance of metacognition for supporting pupil learning
and it continues to be a rapidly growing field of interdisciplinary research. American developmental psychologist,
John Flavell, is most commonly recognised for introducing the term 'metacognition' as a result of his research in
the 1970’s which focused on children’s knowledge and control of their memory processes.
However, Flavell was not the first to study metacognitive processes. Since the beginning of the 20th century
researchers focusing on reading have identified the importance of monitoring and control in the reading
comprehension process. Since the 1960s, researchers examining memory have been investigating how we monitor
the contents of our memories. From the 1970s, theoretical models describing how we process information included
a ‘central executive’ which controls basic cognitive processes.
Soviet psychologist Lev Vygotsky (1896–1934) theorised processes that would be regarded as metacognitive.
Vygotsky developed the idea of the Zone of Proximal Development. This zone lies between what a learner can
achieve alone and what a learner can achieve with expert guidance. The expert, a teacher for example, initially takes
responsibility for monitoring progress, setting goals, planning activities and allocating attention for example.
Gradually, the responsibility for these cognitive processes is given over to the learner. The learner becomes
increasingly capable of regulating his or her own cognitive activities. This transition described by Vygotsky would
now be considered metacognitive development.
As a result of research into metacognition, we understand that the effective use of basic cognitive processes is
a fundamental part of learning. These cognitive processes include memory and attention, the activation of prior
knowledge, and the use of cognitive strategies to solve a problem or complete a task. For a learner to ensure that
they are making the best use of these basic cognitive processes, they need to have an awareness and an ability to
monitor and adapt them.
A key challenge for parent and teachers is being able to recognise how well their children and pupils understand
their own learning processes. David Perkins (1992) defined four levels of metacognitive learners which provide a
useful framework for teachers:
1. Tacit learners are unaware of their metacognitive knowledge. They do not think about any particular strategies
for learning and merely accept if they know something or not.
2. Aware learners know about some of the kinds of thinking that they do such as generating ideas, finding evidence
etc. However, thinking is not necessarily deliberate or planned.
3. Strategic learners organise their thinking by using problem-solving, grouping and classifying, evidence-seeking
and decision-making etc. They know and apply the strategies that help them learn.
4. Reflective learners are not only strategic about their thinking but they also reflect upon their learning while it is
happening, considering the success or not of any strategies they are using and then revising them as appropriate.
Discussions with your child about how they learn are really important and hopefully, with the different types of
learners above may help you to discover your child’s approach to learning.

NOTICEBOARD:
Wider Community Transport
Many thanks to those parents who have sent in their applications for Wider Community transport from September
'19. If you haven't applied for a bus place yet, please get your applications in as soon as possible as, once the first
payment has been made, places will be allocated on a first come first served basis. Please be aware that balances
for 18/19 need to be cleared before applications will be sent out for next year. If you have any queries about Wider
Community Transport please let us know.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 14th June 2019
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LOWER SCHOOL

O
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

ver the next few weeks, Mr Butcher, Miss France and I will
be visiting our local primary schools and talking to Year 5
and Year 6 pupils about life at Woldgate School. During
these talks, we will be describing all the amazing opportunities
available to our pupils, including opportunities to take part in
the school musical, become subject ambassadors, or represent
the school in sports teams. We will be discussing our school
motto, our ‘Reach for the STARS’ ethos and our House system.

These visits are always rewarding, and the primary school pupils we speak to
are always incredibly excited about starting at Woldgate School. These visits
also serve as a good reminder about how much our pupils have achieved as a
community.
On Friday, our Design & Technology department hosted the Woldgate
Technology Challenge at the KP Club in Pocklington, and Year 5 and Year 6
pupils from a range of local primary schools took part. The afternoon was
great fun, with pupils working together to create an effective, cost efficient
packaging for an egg. They then had to present their design to the rest, with
Mr Stathers and Ms Russell acting as judges. Everyone had a great time, and
thank you to Mr Stathers for organising the event.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Savannah Roberts
Year 8: Charlie Nixon
Year 9: Morgan Hines
Great Character Awards
Year 7: Connor Godliman
Year 8: Holly Grayston
Year 9: Ashley Fletcher
Great Value Awards
Year 7: Lola Shuttleworth
Year 8: Jorja Thornett
Year 9: Rosie Kennedy
Form of the Term Award
Year 7: 7ONU
Year 8: 8KSF
Year 9: 9BJE
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UPPER SCHOOL

T

he class of 2019 finished their last examination this morning. We would like to congratulate them for their hard
work and excellent conduct during the exam season and look forward to celebrating their time at Woldgate at
their Prom on the 5th of July. We would also like to thank parents and carers for their support over the years.

As we move toward the Year 10 examinations, we allow Year 10 to experience first-hand the pressures and demands
of the exam period. Further to our information evening, we would like to remind you that your child can use GCSEPod
at home to help them with their revision. This website allows your child to access a series of professionally-produced
podcasts, each between 3-5 minutes long, that encapsulates the key topics that they need for each exam. There are
thousands of videos covering a full range of subjects and GCSE specifications.
It is pleasing to see that 89% of Year 10 pupils have already begun to make use of this to assist their revision. To
ensure your child has activated their GCSEPod account, follow these simple steps:
1.

Go to www.gcsepod.com and select ‘login.’

2.

Click ‘New Here? Get Started’ and ensure your child has specified that they need a pupil account.

3.

Enter their personal details as requested and create a username and password.

If your child has already activated their account, they simply need to log in with the username and password they’ve
created. If your child has forgotten their password – or if you are experiencing problems logging in or using the site,
staff in school will be happy to help but you can also contact GCSEPod directly on support@gcsepod.com or access
help through their live chat server.
As your child enters Year 11 we will continue to run competitions and incentives to reward pupils for using the site.
Using this in preparation for the Year 10 Mock examinations is a great way to become acquainted with the site.
Mr Davies
Deputy Headteacher

Friday 14th June 2019
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.

Social Media and Mental Health and Wellbeing
This week we focus on social media and mental health. It is important though to be clear that the internet provides many
positive experiences, not just for teenagers, but for those of all ages.
These include:
• Instant access to information
• Ease of communication
• A means of sharing and networking with groups of friends
• A medium for an extraordinary range of creative activities, including art, music, design, and a multitude of other
possibilities
• A way of meeting new people
• Access to the buying and selling of goods
These are just a few of the many positive opportunities that have been made possible by the internet and the online
world. Of course it is also possible to construct a list of the opposites, the threats posed by the digital world. We must be
clear that, as with any new technology, there are both positives and negatives. The online world is not going to go away,
so the challenge for us is to do all we can to make it as safe a world as possible for our young people.
The first thing to say is that parents do have a role, and this role does not stop when the child moves to secondary school.
As the teenage years start, our parenting does change, this is partly because our child can appear to be more interested
in their friends than in their parents, and partly because it is more difficult to find a role if a teenager is being rather
challenging at times. However, the parent’s role is so very significant during the teenage years as it is in the early years; it
is just significant in a different way.
All the evidence shows that outcomes for teenagers are better when the family remains involved, continuing to offer
support and guidance during these sometimes difficult years. There is another reason why parents are especially
important at this time, and this is because it is not just the teenagers who are using social media! Parents too want to look
at their phones at all times, they want to share images, purchase goods online, and generally access all the good things
that the internet provides. Parents are digital role models, and their online behaviour is going to have an effect on the
behaviour of their children and young people. You cannot expect your teenager to manage the digital world well if you
are constantly looking at your phone!
It goes without saying that the needs of children and young people will vary depending on their age. As a parent you are
not going to treat a 16-year-old in the same way as you treat a 10-year-old. Broadly speaking we can say that the younger
the child, the more support and guidance they need. However appealing online activities are, do try and restrict the use
of screens for all ages, but particularly for the younger age groups. Do find alternative, non-technological activities, for
children to enjoy. It is useful to consider that there are particular ages where extra support may be necessary.
One such group is the 10- to 13-year-olds as they first start to negotiate the online world on their own. Professionals have
pointed out that the pressure to be popular, and to obtain as many “likes” as possible, is hard to resist at this stage when
peer relationships are becoming especially important. Although older teenagers may attempt to push adults away, it is
critical that parents keep an eye on what is going on for this group.
In the coming weeks we’ll look at the strategies we can use as parents to support our children, teachers and
schools in ensuring social media is used responsibility and to protect our children against the use of social
media and its potentially negative impact on a child’s health.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A

s we move further into this final half-term, Year 12 students are well on their way with their
second year of A level studies. The second year content is another step up from Year 12 and
students will find it necessary to continue to work hard right through to the end of the summer
term to ensure they are fully prepared for the challenges of Year 13. Support is available for all
students if they feel they would like additional help with their subjects or managing their independent
study time. Form tutors, subject teachers, Mrs Bourne and myself are on-hand to help.

M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

We are also launching our Progression Programme next week, beginning with our Post-Woldgate
Progression Evening on Wednesday 19th June at 6:30pm in the Main Hall. This event is for both parents and
students and will cover the range of options available post-18 as well as the application processes for each of these
options. I would be grateful if reply slips for this event could be returned as soon as possible to enable us to make
catering arrangements. We look forward to supporting our students and their families as they make these important
decisions about their future pathway, whether that is university, apprenticeship or employment. Therefore, in
these initial stages of the Progression Programme we will be encouraging and supporting our students to complete
detailed research about all of the options available to them before making any final decisions.
On Friday 21st June, students will be attending the UCAS Higher Education Exhibition in Sheffield. All students
are expected to attend this event and representatives will be there from universities, apprenticeship providers,
employers and gap year specialists, making this a valuable experience whatever possible pathway students are
currently considering.
For many of our Year 13 students, they are down to their final few exams. I would like to congratulate them all on
their exemplary conduct throughout the exam period and look forward to seeing them on Results Day in August,
and of course at their Leavers’ Prom.

Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Friday 14th June 2019

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

S

ome readers of this Newsletter will be aware of a programme which was aired this week on TV
entitled: “63 UP”. It is the latest edition of an initially ground breaking project to follow the
lives of various children as they grow up. It began as “7UP” in 1964 focussing on children with
their futures ahead of them and re-visited the group every seven years, through their teens and into
adulthood.

What I have found fascinating is the way the dreams and aspirations of the children at seven years or fourteen
years have come to fruition or were not pursued and especially the way that Nick, the boy from the Yorkshire Dales
became a nuclear physicist and lecturer in the US; a long way from his one room school house in the middle of the
countryside.
Looking back at footage from the 60s and even the 80s, the world has changed almost unrecognisably in terms of
fashion, transport and of course technology. Many of the types of courses and careers available to the 14 years old
in the 70s were very different from those of our pupils, choosing their options and heading into the Sixth Form or to
University. When we support our pupils at Woldgate School through any transition process we are conscious that
the pupils’ future careers maybe as unrecognisable as those living through the previous decades.
One of the ways which we prepare pupils for the future is through the Skills for Life programme, which aims
to broaden education beyond the purely academic to provide opportunities for pupils to develop leadership,
communication, organisational and other skills deemed important by employers and universities. Through these
skills, we believe that pupils will develop the confidence and resilience to succeed in the ever changing world.

NOTICEBOARD:
Immunisations
The Immunisation Team will be visiting school on Monday 17th June from 9am. This visit will be to catch up
with any children who were absent during recent HPV, Meningitis & Mumps, Measles & Rubella immunisations.
Any parents or carers who have received a consent form and wish their children to be included, must return
the form before 9am on 17th June.
Thank you.
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If you have any queries, the Immunisation Team can be reached on 07718 192106.

A family of schools
with shared values
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