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Woldgate Students on Target Again in Schools Shoot
Thomas, Zak, Ross, Matt, James & Skye
This year’s Sporting Clay Shoot for what was previously referred to as the “North Wolds Gun Club Schools Challenge
Trophy” was held on Sunday 12th May. It is an annual competition in which Woldgate School and Sixth Form College pupils
compete against members of other local schools. The occasion and the trophy have been renamed. It is now “The Malcolm
Midgley Memorial Schools Challenge Shoot.” Malcolm was the long standing chairman of North Wolds Gun Club which
regrettably had to disband 2 years ago after losing their ground. It was Malcolm who was responsible for the school
shoots starting thirty years ago and then, more than any other individual, for them still continuing three decades later. For
the second consecutive year, Derwent Valley Gun Club hosted the event this year.
The shoot also provides an opportunity for complete beginners to “have a go” at a new sport and a number of participants
fell into that category, everyone breaking at least a few targets. A dry, sunny afternoon was enjoyed by all. All the trophy
winners this year were Woldgate pupils!
The “Senior” (Year 10 and above) section was won by Ross Tweedy. His excellent 22/25 targets was a well-deserved
reward for the excellent progress he has made over the past two years. In particular, he performs with great consistency.
Behind Ross, tying on 17/25, were Zak Melemendjian and Skye Bowman. It took an extended shoot off to separate them
and finalise second and third positions. They were still neck and neck after five extra targets each. Eventually, Zak’s
extra experience secured him second, but Skye’s very good performance during the course of the afternoon showed
considerable progress over previous shoots. A very well-deserved third.
The “Junior” (Year 9 and below) competition produced a clear winner in Matt Smith with an exceptional 24/25. Over the
years the competition has run, we have had a small number of 24s before, but no perfect score as yet. Maybe next time!
Matt is certainly one of a small number of “regulars” who has the potential to break that particular record. Second place
in the “Juniors” went to James Richardson, on 20/25, while Thomas Chantry’s 18/25 earned him third. It was good to see
James and Thomas among the trophies, both of them for the first time. With scores as good as this, we
are sure it won’t be the last time.
Chris Spencer
Friday 21st June 2019
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Headteacher’s Welcome

ast week we welcomed the Head of Children and Young People, Education and Schools, to meet
pupils, colleagues and to visit lessons. It is always wonderful to visit lessons and a complete joy
to see children thoroughly engaged and enjoying learning. The breath of subjects and especially
the topics taught truly excite and often leave you wishing you could repeat your own school years. I
asked Deborah, a highly experienced school leader to reflect on her visit and she kindly sent me the
following thoughts.

M r J B ritton

“I would like to say a huge thank you to staff and students too, for welcoming me and engaging in
conversation whilst we toured the school. What I witnessed yesterday was a vibrant school that is calm
and purposeful with engaging learning and focused students.
Headteacher

The school is one to which all members of the community should be proud. It is not easy to create an environment like
Woldgate underpinned with a strong ethos of achievement but yet one applicable to all students regardless of ability.
What I saw was a productive learning environment tailored to pupils needs and one which embraces students individual
talents.
The quality of the pupils artwork in particular is astounding and some of that displayed is still lodged in my head even
today”
Head of Children and Young People, Education and Schools.
It was also a pleasure last week to celebrate with our pupils as they left their last GCSE examination and began their
summer holiday. Memories often flood back as we recall leaving school ourselves and I am looking forward to the
Prom now the examinations are complete.
We have also this year, due to the changes in the examinations and their sequencing, moved the celebration event
for both Year 11 pupils and parents to the same night as the Prom. I do believe this will be a fitting celebration of
their achievements, as parents have the opportunity to see their children arrive and then, unlike in previous years,
the opportunity to join us in the main venue to reflect on the last five years and to prepare for the exciting times
ahead.
It will also be wonderful but sad, to say goodbye to our Year 13 who have now completed their examinations. It was
really wonderful this week to speak to our Sixth Form students and hear of their exciting plans for university, an
apprenticeship or employment. They are truly fabulous young people and I am confident they will thrive on the next
steps of their journey.
Finally, I would just like to thank parents who have kindly sent in letters to the school over the last few weeks, to
thank colleagues for the visits, events and support they have offered their child. Like anybody, it really is lovely to
receive any acknowledgement and especially so at this time of year.
Do have a good weekend.
							

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Benefits of Having a Love of Learning
The benefits of loving to learn during the school years are obvious: Pupils who love to learn are more like to
engage in their schoolwork and receive positive feedback from teachers and parents.
Last week we started to look at Metacognition. This week we investigate some misconceptions about learning.
There are a number of misconceptions surrounding metacognition and the related construct ‘self-regulated
learning’.
1. Metacognition is simply ‘thinking about thinking’
Although metacognition does involve thinking about one’s thinking, it is more complex than that. A large part of
metacognition is actively monitoring one’s own learning and making changes to one’s own learning behaviours
and strategies based on this monitoring.
2. Any strategy used while performing a cognitive task is metacognitive
This is not always the case. For example, using phonics rules to decode an unknown word when reading is a
cognitive strategy. Flavell (1981) identified a useful distinction between the two: strategies used to make cognitive
progress are ‘cognitive strategies’; strategies used to monitor cognitive progress are ‘metacognitive strategies’.
3. A parent or teacher plays no role in their learners’ metacognitive practice
Although a metacognitive approach typically focuses on allowing the learner to take control of their own learning,
the parent and teacher is still required to help in the development of their metacognitive skills. For example, the
teacher needs to set clear learning objectives, demonstrate and monitor metacognitive strategies, and prompt
and encourage their learners.
4. Metacognition is only applicable to older learners
Some researchers (e.g. Veenman and Spaans 2005) believe that metacognitive skills do not emerge until a
child is 8 to 10 years old. However, Whitebread and Pino Pasternak (2010) document a number of studies which
indicate evidence of young children’s metacognitive abilities. Findings include children as young as 18 months
demonstrating error-correction strategies, 5-year-old children showing an awareness of forgetting, and 3 to
5-year-olds exhibiting a wide range of verbal and non-verbal indicators of metacognitive processes in nursery and
reception classrooms. These studies demonstrate that although young children may not be able to describe the
metacognitive processes they are exhibiting, it does not mean that these processes are not occurring.

PERFORMING ARTS TRIP TO LONDON - MEETING THURSDAY 27TH JUNE
A meeting will be held in the School Canteen on Thursday 27th June, 6-7pm, for
all pupils taking part in the trip. It is important for all pupils and their parents/
carers to attend this meeting to ensure they are fully informed of the trip details.
Thank you
Mr Schofield

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 21st June 2019
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ver the last week, our Year 8 pupils have been giving
great thought to their future studies and ambitions. On
Thursday 13th June, our Year 8 pupils and their parents
attended our Year 8 Options Evening. During the evening, our
Head of Curriculum, Mr Davies, explained how Year 8 pupils can
choose two subjects to study at GCSE from the beginning of Year
9. These subjects are rooted in ‘Performance’ or ‘Technology’,
M r L S loman
H
L
S
and ensure that all of our Year 8 pupils enjoy a broad and balance
curriculum. During the evening, and in choosing their options,
our Year 8 pupils have demonstrated their maturity, curiosity and enjoyment of
learning.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Pollyanna Busfield -Currie

ead of ower chool

This maturity, curiosity and enjoyment is clearly evident across all year groups
at Woldgate School. Our pupils understand that they play the most important
role in their own education. The pupils that make excellent progress are those
that take responsibility for their own learning by constantly reviewing their
understanding and setting themselves targets for the future. They manage their
homework effectively, and bring the correct equipment to each lesson. This
mature and responsible attitude of our pupils towards their own work is what
will help them to become successful adults.

Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Year 8: Eboni Burton
Year 9: Hannah Clark
Great Character Awards
Year 7: Frances Hall
Year 8: Grace McCarthy
Year 9: Holly Cooper
Great Value Awards
Year 7: Luke Hallam
Year 8: Ivo Morley
Year 9: Jamie Abrathat
Form of the Term Award
Year 7: 7ECR
Year 8: 8NTE

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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UPPER SCHOOL
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e would like to thank Year 10 parents and carers for returning their work experience confirmation forms
over the last week. Having spoken to many pupils about their placements already, it is clear that children
are very excited but also nervous about starting in the workplace. In STARS lessons they have been looking
at key pieces of advice – as well as case studies - to prepare them for the workplace.
To support them further, there are five key pieces of advice to help them get the most out of the two weeks:
1. Be organised. Turning up on time on the first day, suitably dressed and willing to get involved will make sure that
they are welcomed into the new environment and start the week well. Listening carefully to instructions, noting
down important times and dates for the weeks ahead can also help.
2. Ask questions. If they are given a job to do and don’t understand, your child should not be shy about asking
questions or being shown how to do it again. As the week progresses, suggest that they ask staff questions about
their roles and how they got to where they are now – understanding routes into the workplace is an important part
of their experience over the two weeks.
4. Get involved. Help them to be as enthusiastic as possible, even if this isn’t a vocation that they are ultimately
aiming for. Getting involved means that they will gain more experience and skills from the two weeks. As they
spend more time in the workplace, politely offering to help with particular projects and particular areas of the
business is a great way to broaden their experience – but please prepare their expectations: there may be some
aspects of the job that they will not be able to undertake.
5. Ask for feedback. Remind your child to gather feedback from their supervisor throughout the week, rather than
just waiting for the end – it gives them a chance to improve throughout their time there, and shows that they care
that they are doing a good job.
We wish your child the very best in their preparations for Work Experience. Remember that if your child needs
additional support, Ms Murray – our work experience coordinator – is in the ILC at breaks and lunchtimes on Mondays
and Wednesdays. She is also available on email at gmurray@woldgate.net.

Mr Davies
Deputy Headteacher

Friday 21st June 2019
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When we think about healthy living, we tend to focus on looking after our bodies – our
physical wellbeing – through food, being active and getting enough sleep.
It goes without saying that the needs of children and young people will vary depending on their age. As a parent you are
not going to treat a 16-year-old in the same way as you treat a 10-year-old. Broadly speaking we can say that the younger
the child, the more support and guidance they need. However appealing online activities are, do try and restrict the use
of screens for all ages, but particularly for the younger age groups. Do find alternative, non-technological activities, for
children to enjoy. It is useful to consider that there are particular ages where extra support may be necessary.
One such group is the 10- to 13-year-olds as they first start to negotiate the online world on their own. Professionals have
pointed out that the pressure to be popular, and to obtain as many “likes” as possible, is hard to resist at this stage when
peer relationships are becoming especially important. Although older teenagers may attempt to push adults away, it is
critical that parents keep an eye on what is going on for this group. New and tempting games, sexual or violent content,
pressure from certain websites, all these can, in some circumstances, lead to excessive use of the internet. Parents may
feel it is hard to monitor online activities in this age group, but this should not hinder proper oversight. Even the most
mature teenagers may sometimes find themselves pulled into behaviour that is not helpful. Parents should remain alert
for any signs of inappropriate use of the digital world.
One of the most difficult challenges for parents relates to screens at night. However much the teenager protests, all
the reliable advice is for parents to make sure that phones and other devices are switched off at night. In the best of
circumstances all devices will be left outside the bedroom, and turned off about a half hour before bedtime. This gives
the teenager time to wind down and prepare for sleep. Scientific evidence shows clearly that good quality sleep is hugely
important for young people. We now know that sleep is a time of memory consolidation, so that the quality of sleep will be
directly related to the individual’s capacity to learn and memorise. We have also learnt that the body clock works slightly
differently in teenagers than in adults, so many young people become sleepy later in the evening than their parents.
Yet sleep is essential at this stage. The more parents can do to encourage good sleep routines, the better for the young
person’s health and school work.

Safeguarding our children.
What do I need to know about ‘online gaming’?
Minecraft: Pocket Edition (13+ Minimum age according to Minecraft: Pocket Edition)
Minecraft is a game that lets you build and create a virtual world using building blocks. Other activities include using the
multiplayer function to explore the worlds created by other users and to combat, chat and play with them.
What do I need to know about Minecraft: Pocket Edition?
We've spoken to parents to find out what they think about Minecraft: Pocket Edition. We've also asked children and young
people what they think. Here's what they said:
What do children and young people dislike about it?
4% of the children and young people who reviewed Minecraft: Pocket Edition thought it was unsafe. The main things they
told us they don’t like about Minecraft: Pocket Edition were:
•

There are in-app purchases

•

You might play with people you don’t know and they can message mean things

•

There is some violence which might be upsetting to younger players

What do children and young people like about it?
The main things that children and young people told us they like about Minecraft: Pocket Edition were:
• You can be creative and build your own world
• If you don’t join a server then you can just play it with people you know
Issue 175
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

T
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

his week we have launched our Post-18 Progression Programme, and it was wonderful to welcome
so many parents and students to the information evening on Wednesday. Students should now be
focusing on completing thorough research into any of the pathways they are considering, be that
university, apprenticeship, employment or a gap year. If any parent would like a copy of the PowerPoints
from the evening, please email rbourne@woldgate.net . The UCAS exhibition on Friday was a fantastic
opportunity for students to make a start on that research; as always it was a highly informative event with
representatives from a huge number of universities, as well as businesses, apprenticeship providers, gap
year companies and the forces.

Students should now be working on completing the personal details sections of their online application form, alongside
actively researching their options. They will also be using time in registration to begin the first draft of their personal
statement, with support from their form tutors on structure and content. The UCAS website also provides a great deal of
information for parents and students on how to write a high quality Personal Statement.
In addition to this focus on progression, our young people are also getting to grips with their Year 13 courses as they move
in to their second year of A Level and BTEC qualifications. There is a step up again from Year 12 study, and students are
already realising the importance of using their independent study time effectively to make sure they are fully on top of
their workload from day one.
Of course we really do want students to have a wide range of opportunities in and outside of the classroom, and Sixth
Form students are set to take a leading role in the school Sports Day on Monday next week, which promises to be a
fantastic day for all involved.
Finally, we would like to congratulate Aaron in Year 12 who completed the Yorkshire Three Peak Challenge on 16th June in
approximately 10 hours 30 minutes. Well done to Aaron on this fantastic achievement!

Key Dates
Summer Term
2019
3rd June - 19th July

Staff Training
Days
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Friday 21st June 2019
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

A

re you a person who likes routines? To be honest, I need my routines in the morning to make
sure that I am up, breakfasted and ready for school on time. Some children like and need routine
more than others. In general, though, routines are seen to be beneficial for all of us especially
children as they develop.

An organised and predictable home environment helps children and teenagers feel safe, secure and looked after,
particularly in stressful times or during difficult stages of life like during transition and when facing exams. Having
tasks to do in family routines helps young people develop a sense of responsibility and some basic skills like the
ability to manage time. These are skills children can use throughout their lives.
Daily routines help set our body clocks too. For example, bedtime routines help children’s bodies ‘know’ when it’s
time to sleep. This can be a big help when children reach adolescence and their body clocks start to change.
Routines help pupils to manage their school day, too. The way in which they line up for lunch for example helps to
make the Canteen and the Hall calm and ordered places to eat which makes it a positive experience for everyone.
Having routines at the start of lessons such as getting equipment and Planners out on desks means that the lesson
has a smooth start and pupils can begin their “Prepare” tasks straight away.
When pupils have a routine with their homework, such as completing it on the night it is set, it is evidenced in both
the quality and the delivery of the homework.
Of course, there always needs to be flexibility in life and changes to routine can be positive too, such as Enrichment
Days and Numeracy Week. Some of our pupils struggle when their routine is changed and we work hard as staff and
Teaching Assistants to ensure that pupils are aware of changes and how they may be affected. Part of growing up is
finding a balance between routine and creativity.

PERFORMING ARTS
DEPARTMENT PRESENT

SUMMER

SOIRÉE
Thursday 11th July 2019
Doors @ 6.30pm
Starting @ 7pm
Hot Food & Refreshments Served
Tickets On The Door - £4 Adults £3 Concessions
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92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
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A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

