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Panathlon Challenge
Sport for All

176

Thomas, Zak, Ross, Matt, James & Skye

O

n Tuesday 18th June, a group of Sports Leaders from Years 8 and 9
helped to organise and deliver a Panathlon Challenge Event for pupils
from the local Primary Schools. Panathlon is an inclusive event aimed
at giving sporting opportunities to young people who may not have been
engaged with PE previously.
The Sports Leaders were trained in how to deliver a range of activities including target games such as ten-pin
bowling and basketball shooting. It was a great event, attended by five local Primary schools. Our Sports Leaders
were well organised and enthusiastic, and did a great job of encouraging the younger Primary School pupils, who
all left with a medal and certificate having had a great time.
Thank you and well done to all involved.
Mr Clarke
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Headteacher’s Welcome

ur third House Enrichment Day was a huge success and Sports Day saw our pupils thoroughly
enjoying the sporting activities and actively supporting each other throughout the competitive
events. It really is a joy to see a community come together on these days, with such passion
and enthusiasm, to see every single child in school participating in the numerous different events
and competitions that had been organised. Mrs Fox-Nicholls and her fellow House Captains made the
day a great success and with the support of colleagues and our pupils, made the event thoroughly
enjoyable.

Headteacher

I also had some great conversations with our Sixth Form students following their visit to the UCAS
Convention in Sheffield. Some were clearly very excited having visited all of the different universities, while others
returned a little daunted by the vast range of courses and options available to them for further study. It is for our
students, a big next step whether they decide to progress onto university, an apprenticeship or career and I look
forward with colleagues, to helping our pupils make those key next decisions as the opportunities available to them
are also very exciting!
We have had the Geography visits running this week for our Year 10 GCSE pupils – again another opportunity for
pupils to apply their learning outside of the classroom. I am so grateful to colleagues for these opportunities, as
the commitment and responsibility linked to providing visits in addition to teaching are significant. It is a wonderful
opportunity though for our pupils.
I will also join tutors and teachers to welcome our Year 13 to their final celebratory dinner in Fulford, York this
evening. The formality of the occasion and the effort both Sixth Form students and staff have invested in making
the evening a success, is always evident. It is also, as well as a celebration a little sad I must admit, as after seven
years at Woldgate School it is never easy to say goodbye to students who have spent so much of their time with us
and have given so much to our community. Those feelings though, are always balanced by the joy of hearing where
each and every student is going next year. It truly, is inspiring to work with young people and to see them continue
their studies, start careers and to pursue their passions.
Next week we welcome back those pupils who will be joining our Sixth Form and celebrate the end of Year 11 at our
School Prom. A wonderful occasion that is most certainly one of the highlights of the academic year.
Finally just a reminder about our Summer Soirée on the 11th July at 7pm. The event this year will be held inside due
to the inclement weather, but I’m sure that it will be a great success. So please do buy your tickets and help all to
celebrate the achievements and talents of our fabulous pupils.
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If you are new to metacognition, it will help to ask yourself the following questions about your teaching
practice.
1. Have I included clear learning objectives?
Children need to understand what their learning goals (areas for development) are in each subject so that they
can plan how to achieve them. The process of planning should involve learners identifying which strategies they
already know that could be applied in this new situation. Sitting with your child and going through each individual
subject exercise book is, therefore, an important way of showing an interest and also discussing what barriers
they are facing in each area.
2. How am I going to encourage my child to monitor their learning?
Effective learners commonly use metacognitive strategies whenever they learn. However, they may fail to
recognise which strategy is the most effective for a particular learning situation. Parents and teachers can ask
questions to prompt learners to monitor the strategies that they are using.
For example, before learners begin a homework, prompt them to identify where the task might go wrong and how
they could prevent this from happening. During the task encourage them to focus on the areas where they feel
they need support and get them to think about how they can maintain that focus. This will encourage learners to
think more actively about where they are now, where they are going and how to get there.
3. How can I create opportunities for my child to practise new strategies?
When you introduce your child to a new strategy, give them the opportunity to use it both with support and
independently. It is important to monitor your learners’ progress and provide them with feedback on the specific
strategies they are using to help shape their learning process. We included some of these strategies in a previous
newsletter.
4. How can I allow time for learner self-reflection?
Personal reflection enables learners to critically analyse their performance in relation to a particular task and
consider what they might do differently to improve their performance in future tasks. It is important that parents
and teachers dedicate time for learners to reflect, and provide them with the tools to do so. One way of doing this
is to use thinking journals as mentioned in a previous newsletter.
The journal/diary can be used in many ways including:
- to record ideas from a lesson, film, presentation, etc.
- to make predictions about what will happen next
- to record questions
- to summarise and restate the main ideas of a book, film, etc.
- to reflect upon and connect the ideas presented to other domains of knowledge.
(Costa, Bellanca and Fogarty 1992)
5. Does the home or classroom environment support metacognitive practices?
Parents and teachers are instrumental in shaping the culture of learning in a workspace or classroom. By
establishing a supportive learning environment (desk, work light, files, equipment) that fosters and anticipates
metacognitive practices, these practices will become an integral part of the learning process. Identifying a clear
workspace is, therefore, very important in establishing the correct approach.

of great merit, character and value.’
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LOWER SCHOOL

A

s we approach the end of the school year, our Lower
School pupils will receive their Progress Reports for the
year. These reports provide a detailed and informative
summary of their progress throughout the year across all
their subjects, as well as their attitude to learning in class and
towards their homework. The Progress Report also states each
pupil’s attendance to date, rewards and House points, together
M r L S loman
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with comments from their Form Tutor and their Head of Care
& Achievement. The Progress Report is therefore an invaluable
summary of each pupil’s progress and achievement across an entire academic
year.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Jack Cholmondeley

ead of ower chool

However, the Progress Report is also an essential tool in helping pupils to reflect
upon their learning and progress, and in setting their targets for the future. When
pupils receive their Progress Reports in Form Registration, they carefully read
through the report identifying areas of strength and areas where improvement
can be made. They stick a copy of the Report into their Planner, and note down
their reflections and targets. The Progress Report can then form the basis of
focussed targets and discussions between pupils, parents and teachers. The
Progress Report therefore plays a central role in helping our pupils to review
their progress, and to ensure they continue to make excellent progress into the
future.

Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Year 8: Ella Wilkinson
Year 9: Sean Feehan
Great Character Awards
Year 7: K ane Knight
Year 8: Tyler Boynton
Year 9: Oliver Goddard
Great Value Awards
Year 7: Fred Nightingale
Year 8: Samuel L ane
Year 9: Freddie Taylor
Form of the Term Award
Year 7: 7ECR
Year 8: 8ECW

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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UPPER SCHOOL

T

his week it has been a real pleasure to visit lessons and see our Year 10 children preparing for their mock
examinations. In addition to seeing high quality learning, from key priorities identified through recent
assessments, many pupils have been proudly showing me their revision notes including cue cards used in
Language lessons and other helpful resources, such as mind-maps for their Chemistry revision. It is clear that pupils
are very keen to succeed and do their very best.
As well as offering children the chance to excel and gain confidence, the mocks also offer a wonderful opportunity
to make mistakes. In fact, this is potentially the most important part of the mock exam process as it highlights the
areas that pupils still need to revise, the topics where there may be misconceptions, or the skills that need further
development. In understanding the specific areas where they need to improve they sharpen the focus of their
revision. In overcoming these they further build their resilience. In preparing as well as they can pupils ensure that
these exams are a true reflection of where they stand.
I hope your children thrive in the exams and achieve marks that they are proud of but that they also draw from them
a very clear idea of where they can prioritise their efforts in Year 11.
We wish them all the best.
Mr Davies
Deputy Headteacher

PERFORMING ARTS
DEPARTMENT PRESENT

SUMMER

SOIRÉE
Thursday 11th July 2019
Doors @ 6.30pm
Starting @ 7pm
Hot Food & Refreshments Served
Tickets On The Door - £4 Adults £3 Concessions

Friday 28th June 2019
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Bee Kind is about showing kindness.
The act of being friendly, generous and considerate of others. It is a key part of our
Safeguarding and mental health strategy and is about keeping our children safe and well.

This week we start to look at strategies that help in starting an ‘open’ conversation with your child that helps them to
express their feelings and helps maintain good mental health.
Encourage your child to talk. Try ‘open-ended’ questions like, “How are things for you?” “What’s happening with you?”
“What do you think or feel about…?” or “What’s on your mind?”, rather than questions that have “yes or no” answers.
When discussing their problem, don’t try to ‘fix’ it. For the most part, young people simply need to know you are
there to support them. Listen and be understanding. Listen calmly and try not to judge your child. Let them know
you are happy to listen while they chat about anything and everything, whenever they want to. Never underestimate
the importance of being an attentive, non-judgmental listener. Remember, you don’t need to know all the answers,
listening without responding is often enough.
Give your child reliable self-help information from trusted sources, based on sound evidence. They can read and use
this at their own pace, allowing them some privacy, but at the same time you are showing you are there to help and
they are not alone. Self-help links include:
• epicfriends.co.uk
• youthspace.me
• studentsagainstdepression.org
Tell them, and show them how much you care and how important they are in the family. It is not easy when stress
levels are high, but a peaceful, loving home life can really help recovery. Keep family routines as normal as possible
and do simple things together – maybe watching a film, or having a meal, going for a walk or playing a game. Just
doing simple everyday things together (like grocery shopping or cooking) can provide a really helpful distraction. This
can bring everyone in the family closer. Enjoy the time you spend together but understand that it might be a while
before your child starts enjoying activities again. Try not to pressurise them and, if they need a little space, support
them with that while not leaving them isolated.

Noticeboard
We've had a number of inquiries about boys wearing shorts and can confirm
that shorts are part of the current school uniform.
Shorts must be mid grey, be formal, classic and tailored in the same material as
a standard pair of school trousers. They should be loose fitting (not skin tight)
and plain (without brass zips, logos or studs on the pockets for instance).
They should be waist height, so not to expose underwear. (Not sports
leggings/treggings/jeans/cargo/chino style). They should also be knee length
and worn with plain white or black socks.

School Uniform Shop - Opening Times
The uniform shop continues to be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2pm - 4pm, until the end of term.
Uniform can be ordered from main reception on the following days during the summer holidays
- Mon 22nd and Tues 23rd July and Wed 28th & Fri 30th August from 10am - 3pm.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

S
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Head of S ixth Form

ixth Form students were once again a credit to the school at our final House Enrichment Day of
the year on Monday, as they supported PE staff and younger pupils at Sports Day. Students were
exemplary in their conduct and were fantastic role models for younger pupils. All Sixth Form
students were involved, be that as leaders in the sports activities or as members of the Sports Day
band, or helping Mr Clarke keep a track of the scores. We passionately believe that these experiences
help to develop the skills that students will need in the future, beyond those they gain in the classroom.
It was wonderful to see our Sixth Formers embracing this opportunity and getting involved. Well done
to all!

This week in the Sixth Form we have continued to focus on post-18 options and providing our Year 12 students with
the tools to complete thorough and detailed research on their chosen career, apprenticeship or university course.
Students have approached this task with gusto, and it has been wonderful chatting with them about the courses
they have been looking into as well as the careers they have been researching.
There are a huge range of fantastic websites to help students with this process, as well as a wealth of wisdom that
young people can tap into around them: teachers, family and friends will all have advice to offer and information
that can be taken on board assimilated along with their wider research. Here are some of our favourites:
www.ucas.com A wealth of information available here,regarding alternative pathways to university such as
apprenticeships, internships and gap years
www.whatuni.com One of my personal favourites: a course finding website that also acts as a university comparison
site. Courses can be filtered by entry requirements, rankings and employment rates. Students can create their own
account to save their search information and come back to it later.
www.sacu-student.com This is a fantastic starting point for research for students that need inspiration and ideas
about their longer term plans. Students can work through activities on the website that allow them to complete
quizzes about their future careers, and then work backwards to find information about the university courses
available to help them achieve these goals. There are lots of ways this website can be used, making at an excellent
resource for all students to have a look at.
Finally, we are very much looking forward to celebrating with our Year 13 students at their Leavers’ Prom this
evening. The Senior Prefects have done a fantastic job organising this event and we are sure it will be a wonderful
evening to close their time at Woldgate.

Noticeboard
Wider Community Transport
There are many applications for wider community transport still outstanding from current pupils. If parents wish
their child to continue with wider community transport applications must be returned as soon as
possible. Please be aware that we are now receiving applications from Year 6 pupils for their
transport in September and places are being allocated on a first come first served basis. Any
queries about wider community transport can be sent to acharlton@woldgate.net.
Friday 28th June 2019
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Head of Inclusion

ast Thursday, Midsummer’s day was also World Music Day.
Each year there are events in over 120 countries and 700 cities
around the world. World Music Day originated in France in
1982 and since then the idea has spread across the globe with each
event holding to the same simple set of principles: that the day is
held on the mid-summer solstice and that all concerts and events
are free and accessible to the public.

Key Dates
Summer Term
2019
3rd June - 19th July

There have been many studies which show that children display long-term
positive results from playing musical instruments or joining choirs. In fact, some
research suggests that the benefits of music have been proven more effective in
strengthening abstract reasoning skills in younger and older children than even
teaching them computer skills. Music has been shown to reduce stress, increase
productivity, develop creativity, and build confidence.
Chelsea Hall in Year 7 said: “I love to play the guitar as I like to be challenged and
to try new things” Year 9 pupils: Claire Farmery, Rosie Kennedy, Caitlin Harries,
Emily Hare and Emily Heseltine who are all play instruments and enjoy being
part of Woldgate School ensembles agreed that Music was an important part
of their lives. They liked to have goals to aim for, such as Grade exams and also
the pleasure of performing in groups means that they make friends across year
groups.

Autumn Term
2019
4th September - 25th October
4th November - 19th December

Spring Term 2020
6th January - 13th February

There are a wide range of opportunities for pupils to be involved in Music at
Woldgate School and to experience music from around the world. Pupils’ lessons
are creative and collaborative in KS3 learning to play in ensembles such as Samba
Bands and composing using Garageband programs even creating film scores. At
GCSE pupils’ listening and appraising skills are developed as they study pieces
from the classical repertoire.
Of course, we are privileged to have many pupils who play instruments and sing
at an advanced level and who perform in school and in East Riding ensembles.
The opportunity to perform enhances pupils’ skills and the joy of performing to
an audience is a lasting memory. We are so proud of our musicians who commit
time each week to practise and to attend extra-curricular clubs; we think that the
standards are fantastic. But don’t just take our word for it, join us at the Summer
Soirée on 11th July.

24th February - 3rd April

Summer Term
2020
20th April - 22nd May
Bank Holiday Friday 8th May
1st June - 17th July

Staff Training
Days
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92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
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22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019
2nd September 2019
3rd September 2019
20th December 2019
14th February 2020
20th July 2020

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
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