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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Last Friday, we said goodbye to our wonderful Year 13 Sixth Form students and this evening I am 
thoroughly looking forward to our Year 11 Prom. Mrs Wright has transformed the event, over 
the last few years, to one that is a true celebration of our children’s achievements, our parents, 

community and our children reaching a milestone as they progress onto Sixth Form, an apprenticeship 
or chosen career. The location is simply wonderful and special and it is a privilege to be in our locality 
with the beautiful views across the fields to the Wolds. The activities, fair park rides and music really 
do make this a special evening and something very special and unique to this school.

Before celebrating this milestone though, we welcomed our Year 11 pupils back into school on Tuesday 
for their Sixth Form College Induction Day and I’m once again so looking forward to the start of term in September 
and seeing those pupils return and start studying their A-Level and Applied courses.

Our parents are also meeting for the Vietnam expedition that will be leaving next week. Another extraordinary 
experience, I feel, for our Sixth Form students and one they will thoroughly enjoy as they work alongside voluntary 
organisations and communities, while also exploring this beautiful country.

Next week, we will welcome our new Year 7 pupils into school and start the transition process for our primary school 
pupils and their families to secondary education. It truly is another milestone in a child’s life. Pupils who have joined 
us for sports events and the numerous transition activities and opportunities, which my colleagues run throughout 
the year for our primary partner schools, have had a fabulous time and it is evident from speaking to them how 
excited they are about starting at Woldgate School.

It has also been a good week as our Governing Body have reviewed our progress this year as we continue to give our 
all to make this school and community and a great place for our children. I am fortunate to work with many schools 
as part of my role and every evening last week I attended an evening event, at all though, the single purpose of 
colleagues working so very hard to do their very best for the children was evident and truly inspiring. It is also a huge 
credit to the number of volunteers who support the school and seek through their professional expertise to offer 
advice and to run events, to give back to this community, to ensure those opportunities we all want for our children 
can become a reality. In giving their time, or even in just saying thank you, they ensure this is a partnership, helping 
to ensure all feel valued. Without their support I have no doubt this school would not be as successful as it is today.

These last few weeks of a summer term are, therefore, some of the busiest of the year but also the most rewarding. 
The joy of celebrating our fabulous children, the promise of the start of the next academic year and an opportunity 
to reflect. 

Do have a good weekend.

       

 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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KWL charts

The purpose of a KML chart is to help children to organise information before, during and after a lesson or unit 
of learning. A KWL chart will help you to engage your learners in a new topic, activate their prior knowledge and 
support them in monitoring their learning. KWL stands for:

What do I Know?

What do I Want to know? 

What did I Learn?

Here is an example of a KWL chart for you to use from the University of Cambridge:

1. Set your child a clear and explicit learning objective. This could be related to a project you’re doing at home, or 
why not sit down and go through their books with them, to find a topic they are studying in one of their subjects?

2. Ask your child to think about ‘What do I know?’

Learners start by thinking about what they already know that could help them respond to the learning objective. 
They record their thoughts in the left column of the chart. However, learners do not have to be limited to 
working alone. They could share their ideas with you as part of a discussion.

In addition to activating any useful prior knowledge, this first question can highlight any misconceptions in your 
learners’ current knowledge and understanding.

3. Ask your child to complete the middle column of the chart with their answers to the second question: ‘What 
do I want to know?’

Monitor the class carefully. If learners are having difficulty coming up with ideas prompt them to think about 
questions beginning ‘How…?’, ‘When…?’, ‘Why…?’ etc.

This stage provides a good opportunity for you to see what your child is interested in and what they already 
know. You can use this information to shape their future learning activities.

4. During the project or topic encourage your child to monitor their own progress and to adjust the strategies 
they are using as necessary. Prompt them to ask questions such as: ‘How am I doing?’, ‘What should I do next?’, 
‘Should I try a different strategy?’

5. At the end of the project or topic, ask your learners to complete the final column ‘What did I learn?’

At the same time ask your learners to reflect on what they wrote in the ‘What do I want to know?’ column. Do 
they have any questions that remain unanswered. Do they have any questions that they would like to add? Make 
a note of these unanswered questions and use them to help plan future activities.
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We have really enjoyed visiting Year 6 pupils in their schools over the past few weeks. It is 
great to start to get to know them and to be able to share some information about what 
life is like at Woldgate School and what to expect on the Transition Days.

Pupils have been shown a mock Year 7 timetable and a map and we have practised finding out how 
the timetables show us the times of lessons and then where classrooms are on the map; we have 
been very impressed with how quickly pupils have grasped the idea. We have talked about the school 
lunches and the choice on offer: pasta seems a popular choice and the independence which Year 7 
have in making decisions about what to eat. Of course, we always recommend that pupils discuss 

what is on the menu with someone at home and look at the website for the various options.

Year 6 were really interested in the variety of subjects which they will study in Year 7, especially ones which are 
unfamiliar or which they have had only a little taster, such as Technology, Computer Science and Languages. Some 
pupils will start a musical instrument in September or become involved in the choir or orchestra which will challenge 
them to continue to develop their musical skills. Many pupils were amazed at the amount of sports which they can 
try at Woldgate School, although some were not sure about Cross Country.

The most common question was inevitably “What if I get lost?” We were able to reassure pupils that as daunting 
as it may seem to have a big site with lots of classrooms, they would soon find their way around. To help them, we 
will have Year 9 buddies who will be with them during their Transition Week and the first few days, lots of staff and 
prefects on duty and Mr Butcher always on hand to help them to find their feet.

When asked what they were most looking forward to at Woldgate School most pupils said “Making new friends.” 
What a great philosophy; we look forward to watching this come to fruition.

Noticeboard

Warmer Weather

The weather forecast although still uncertain is improving. Please encourage your child to bring a water

bottle to school. Blazers should still be worn to school but pupils are encouraged to remove them in lessons.

LoWer ScHooL

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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Year 10 are to be congratulated for two weeks of mock exams in which their conduct and effort have been 
wholly impressive.  Mock exams give pupils the opportunity to show what they have learned and the progress 
they have made across all subjects but they also give an insight into the demands of the GCSE exams, in which 

they may find themselves taking more than one exam in a day and where they will find periods of time in which 
exams follow on across consecutive days.  Undertaking a challenge like this takes maturity and self-discipline and 
we are delighted with the way our young people approached their exams.

As Year 10 now head into work experience we wish them the best of luck for what we hope will be a fascinating 
insight into the world of work. 

This evening also offers us a chance to congratulate Year 11 at their prom: it has been a pleasure to see so many of 
the year group returning to school for our Sixth Form Induction evening.  It is exciting to see that in a week where 
we celebrate the end of one journey at Woldgate, we begin the first steps of another.

Mr Davies

Deputy Headteacher

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

acHievemeNt & 
care co-ordiNatorS

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

Noticeboard

Annual School Walk - Friday 19th July

Letters regarding the Annual School Walk will be sent home soon via the pupils and students. Please return 

slips as soon as possible - without your permission your child cannot take part. 

Many thanks

UPPer ScHooL



www.woldgate.netIssue 177

Bee Kind is about showing kindness. 

The act of being friendly, generous and considerate of others. It is a key part of our 

Safeguarding and mental health strategy and is about keeping our children safe and well.

People with a healthy striving for excellence have very high standards but the standards are potentially achievable; when 
they do not reach their goals, people with healthy striving for excellence are able to stand back and reflect objectively on 
their mistakes so that they can learn from them. They are able to tolerate uncertainty and don’t react to their failure with 
intense self-criticism. It is  important though to ensure that a healthy desire to succeed does not become negative and lead 
to children becoming self-critical. 

We have, therefore, sought to share a few questions that might form the basis of a good discussion with your child, or could 
be dropped into conversation to ensure they reflect upon their learning but also maintain that balance so they have a healthy 
body and mind.

How hard are you pushing yourself to meet your goals? 

Do you tend to focus on what you have not achieved rather than what you have achieved? 

Do other people tell you that your standards are too high? 

Do you feel pressure because you have not succeeded in meeting your goals? 

Are you afraid that you might not reach your standards? 

Do you raise your standards after meeting them? 

Do you judge yourself on your ability to meet your standards? 

Do you repeatedly check how well you are doing at meeting your standards (for example, by comparing yourself to others?) 

Do you keep on trying to meet your standards even if you miss out on other things? 

Do you react to small mistakes with intense self-criticism? 

Do you avoid tests of your performance in case you fail?

Striving for perfection is admirable, but it’s always important as we encourage our children to succeed to ensure we keep 
asking those questions and encourage them to talk about their everyday and how they feel.

SUMMER
SOIRÉE

14TH JULY 2016

PERFORMING ARTS 
DEPARTMENT PRESENT

Thursday 11th July 2019
Doors @ 6.30pm
Starting @ 7pm

Hot Food & Refreshments Served

 Tickets On The Door - £4 Adults £3 Concessions

Summer Soirée  2019

We hope you will join us next Thursday 11th July to celebrate the talents of our pupils and students at our Summer Soirée. 

Chartwells Catering will be serving the following refreshments for you to enjoy during the evening:
  

  Hot Pulled Pork Sandwich with Apple Sauce and Stuffing £2.50
  Large Beef Burger in a Bap £2.00
  Cumberland Sausage in a Bap £2.00
 Vegetarian Burger in a Bap £2.00

 All of the above served with various slaws and salad
 

Hot and cold drinks available. Cash sales only.
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Last Friday, 28th June, our Year 13s came together to celebrate the completion of their time at 
Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, and to have an opportunity to say goodbye to the staff 
and fellow students who have been a part of that journey with them. It was such a wonderful 

evening, and I was very proud to be part of it. The Senior Prefect team did an amazing job of 
organising the event, and the venue and the students looked absolutely stunning. As I looked around 
the room during the course of the evening, I was struck by the sense of community, camaraderie and 
companionship which I feel has really summed up this year group. As a small Sixth Form, we are very 
privileged to be able to grow together over the two years and I know that the friendships that have 

been fostered in that time have helped to shape our young people as they begin the next part of their journey. 

Sixth Form is really a microcosm of society, and as we say goodbye to our Year 13 students I have absolute confidence 
that they are ready for the next chapter of their lives: I have seen them flourish in their time here, as they have learnt 
about themselves and grown closer to the type of person they want to be. It is that sense of self-reflection and 
self-improvement that has impressed me most about this year group; it is their resilience and their support for each 
other. As I looked around the room on Friday evening I felt immensely proud.

As we said goodbye to one year group, we welcomed the next with our Sixth Form Induction Day on Tuesday. 
It is incredible to think that in just two short years those students will have completed their A Level and BTEC 
qualifications and will be preparing to leave to begin their degree, apprenticeship or employment. Those two years 
will fly by, and it is important for our new Year 12s to be able to make a swift and smooth transition into Sixth Form 
studying. The Induction Day is a key part of that process, in beginning to think like a Sixth Form student and be 
ready to hit the ground running in September. It was therefore wonderful to be able to make a very positive start on 
Tuesday, with pupils approaching the day with focus and maturity. We are very much looking forward to welcoming 
them in September.

More Year 13 Prom photographs will be shared in our end of term Newsletter

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

SiXtH Form coLLeGe Mrs Lawson Writes:



MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion

It’s the time of year when some people start to think about the Summer reading.  Newspapers publish 
their lists of recommendations for holiday reading and airport bookshops are full of ideas for even the 
most reluctant readers.  Interestingly, UK book sales fell for the first time in five years in 2018, although 

sales of physical books still account for 80% of the combined print and digital UK book market last year. 
This has coincided with a surge in Audiobooks across the country.  

Reading is such an important part of life at Woldgate School and as teachers we try to set a good example by having 
posters of our last read on our classroom and office doors.  Audiobooks are a good way of hearing a story and increasing 
vocabulary; they also help pupils to remember GCSE Literature texts such as A Christmas Carol.  

There are some avid readers amongst the pupils at Woldgate School and have many recommendations.  Year 10 
suggested: The Book Thief and The Diary of Anne-Frank as it ties in with their GCSE History course. A Year 8 boy likes 
Stormbreaker  by Anthony Horowitz and of course Harry Potter remains a popular choice in Year 7. 

The CILIP Carnegie & Kate Greenaway Children’s Book Awards are always a reliable source of new books and in the past 
Woldgate School pupils have had the privilege of reviewing these books.  

This year, two which stand out are:  Rebound by Kwame Alexander The story of a 12 year old boy who is packed off to 
spend the summer with his grandparents who teach him to play basketball despite his reluctance to learn.

A Skinful of Shadows by Francis Hardinge is set in the time of Charles I. Intrigue and plotting are rife and families are 
divided between supporting the King and Parliament whilst trying to survive disease and rumours of witchcraft which 
are spreading across the country.  

This year’s shortlist can be found on the CILIP Carnegie & Kate Greenaway Children’s Book Awards website.

If you have a book to recommend for the Summer holidays, why not let us know?

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.


