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#ENTFEST 2019
Thomas, Zak, Ross, Matt, James & Skye

Twas the night before Entfest when all through the house,
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
But our Business students were getting ready with care,
And would soon be asking “Are we nearly there?”

The students were nestled, all snug in their seats,
As the Business Department embarked on this feat.
The coach left Woldgate, Buckingham bound,
And the students soon settled to make no sound.
Continued on page 3
Friday 12th July 2019
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Headteacher’s Welcome

s we approach the end of another brilliant academic year, the final events of the term are upon
us and we should take time to reflect and to be proud of all of our achievements. This academic
year, our school has continued to focus on our mission and motto, of great merit, character and
value. Our values define this community and we have sought to build on our many successes. It is a
true privilege to be part of this school and I am so proud that we have sought through our work and in
consultation with parents to ensure that we provide a very distinct education for our children.

M r J B ritton

In September, a wealth of new courses will also broaden our applied learning opportunities, providing
our children with the opportunity to study subjects that focus on applying academic knowledge in
context. We have also, although now heavily oversubscribed, maintained our year groups of a size where each child
can be known as an individual and our community can remain small. These decisions are right for our community.
Securing the very best outcomes for our children is fundamental, but schooling must also provide children with a
breath and wealth of opportunity to grow, learn and thrive as they aspire to become the very best person they can
be.
Headteacher

This year, everyone has worked extremely hard to once again, support our children, through our teaching but also
in the breadth of support that has been provided through tutorials, group sessions and departments to consolidate
learning prior to the examinations. I know from speaking to our Year 11 and 13 how grateful they are and I am
indebted to my colleagues who have gone above and beyond to support pupils and Sixth Form students.
Next week, we’ll celebrate the character of our children and the opportunities that have allowed our children’s
talents to shine. This week, I had the opportunity to see pupils taking part in our Creative Arts Days, the regional Big
Sing and the fabulous Summer Soirée. A very busy week and what a fabulous range of opportunities. These events
not only celebrate the arts, but also give each child the opportunity to develop the mental and moral qualities that
will help define them as individuals. It is, when the focus in education nationally is seen to be returning to how
schools develop character, to see our pupils through the week and the numerous taught lessons, trips and visits,
having such opportunities, with colleagues giving of their time freely before and after school, to make it happen.
I am also very proud of the work our children have done with the community. The Subject Ambassadors, our brilliant
Archbishop of York’s Leadership programme and our voluntary work internationally through the many expeditions.
It is very difficult, especially in our humanities building to walk along a corridor without seeing either visits that
allow our children to learn about different cultures and lessons from History about the best aspects of human
nature, to the displays that exhibit all of the voluntary work children have undertaken.
We, therefore, end another successful academic year and next week we will once again publish our review of the
year. This week, it is nice to reflect on why this community and school has thrived and to be reminded of those
principles and values that underpin the education we provide. I feel, as an individual and a wider community, we are
very excited about the next stage on our journey and the opportunities next year will bring. We strive to do our best
as public servants to do all we can for the children in our care, it is this vocation that inspires and I want the best for
all of our children. I am, therefore, so very grateful for the vast number of positive responses we receive every week
from parents and children, it really does make a huge different, as it does reinvigorate colleagues and help us to be
the best we can be.
Thank you once again for your support, as without you this community would not thrive.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Key Dates

#ENTFEST 2019
Our students, intrigued, soon vacated their seats.

Summer Term
2019

We were warmly welcomed to the event of the year,

3rd June - 19th July

Buckingham welcomed with quaint decorative streets.

The students asking, “Miss, is he here?”

The venue was stunning, and the weather was hot.

Autumn Term
2019

We passed student's stalls and saw such a lot.

4th September - 25th October

We took our seats for Entrepreneur of the Year,

4th November - 19th December

Everyone sat waiting, when would he appear?

Spring Term 2020

The audience started chanting, they said he was shy!
I think they were bluffing, perhaps a white lie.
He bounced down the aisle, seeming calm and at ease,
Eager to engage, giving selfies to please

6th January - 13th February
24th February - 3rd April

Summer Term
2020
20th April - 22nd May

The students recovered with lunch by the river.

Bank Holiday Friday 8th May

Before sent on a treasure hunt, to find and deliver,

1st June - 17th July

And when they returned, they had certainly hit gold
A photo with Peter - luck favours the bold!

Miss Russell Head of Business

Staff Training
Days
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019
2nd September 2019
3rd September 2019
20th December 2019
14th February 2020
20th July 2020

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 12th July 2019
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LOWER SCHOOL

I
M r L S loman

Head of Lower School

t has been a very busy and exciting week for our Lower School
pupils. Throughout the week, our newest Year 6 pupils have
been in school for our ‘Welcome to Woldgate’ week; a chance
to take part in a range of exciting activity days to help them
get used to their surroundings, meet staff and begin to make
new friends. On Monday and Tuesday, our Creative Arts days
involved Year 6 pupils taking part in sport, music, dance and
drama activities.

On Monday and Wednesday evenings, our Year 6 pupils and their parents had
their first opportunities to try on their new school uniform. It was great to
see our new pupils looking proud as they walked around in their new blazers,
jumpers and ties, and some pupils even wanted to wear their uniforms home!
On Wednesday, we welcomed our Year 6 pupils back for another day of meeting
new friends, teachers and taking part in new lessons. These days are always
immensely enjoyable, and it is great for pupils, parents and teachers to begin to
get to know each other before the summer holidays.
Also on Wednesday, our Year 7 pupils travelled to Bridlington to take part in
the ‘Big Sing’ at Bridlington Spa, in which they sang a large repertoire of songs.
The event was a great success, and our pupils enjoyed playing on the beach
afterwards.
Finally, on Friday, our Year 6 pupils returned for an exciting day of sport and
Science. After meeting in their forms, pupils spent the morning out on the
school field competing in their forms in a ‘three in a bucket’ tournament.
Pupils spent the afternoon in the Science department carrying out a series of
fascinating experiments. All our Year 6 pupils have made a great start to their
life at Woldgate School, and we are looking forward to welcoming them back in
September.

Lower School
Weekly Awards
Great Merit Awards
Year 7: Jacob Hudson
Year 8: Matthew Breare
Year 9: Daisy Haffey
Great Character Awards
Year 7: Malcolm Reilly-Usher
Year 8: Chris Young
Year 9: Emily Hare
Great Value Awards
Year 7: James Newbound
Year 8: Adam Doherty
Year 9: Rebecca Robson
Form of the Term Award
Year 7: 7MHO
Year 8: 8NTE
Year 9: 9LMD
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UPPER SCHOOL

C

ongratulations to Year 10 for an excellent start to their Work Experience. We have received wonderful
feedback from employers about the exciting things they have been doing this week and staff have enjoying
visiting some of our pupils on their placements.

Meanwhile it was wonderful to see Year 11 pupils enjoying a well-deserved celebration at their prom last week. It is
amazing to see how pupils transition across Year 11 from pupils to young adults ready to take their next steps into
an exciting future and it was a pleasure to celebrate with them their time at Woldgate. We hope they enjoy their
summer and look forward to welcoming pupils and parents to GCSE Results Day on the 22nd of August.

Mr Davies
Deputy Headteacher

Friday 12th July 2019
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Bee
Kind

Safeguarding at Woldgate School
Woldgate recognises that listening to young people
is an important and essential part of safeguarding.
If you are feeling upset, you should tell someone you
trust, such as your friends, teachers, parents or another
family member.
Let people help to make things better, never do
nothing! Remember, you are not alone and there are
people who can help you!

Meet our team of Peer Mentors who can help you
by being a; Friend, Companion, Person to talk to,
Supporter, Advisor, Role Model or Resource for new
ideas and opportunities.

www.nspcc.org.uk

Come and meet them at lunchtime in B7 and B8

0800 1111

They cannot solve all your problems but if you are
worried about something, need some help with your
homework or even just want to see a friendly face, call
and see them. They’re waiting to meet you!

www.saferinternet.org.uk

0808 800 5000
www.childline.org.uk

www.thinkuknow.co.uk

“Everything you do should
be worthy of great merit,
character & value”
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Bee Kind is about showing kindness.
The act of being friendly, generous and considerate of others. It is a key part of our
Safeguarding and mental health strategy and is about keeping our children safe
and well.
As we approach the end of term, we thought the best way to conclude our BeeKind series of articles was to share an
excellent resource on coping with low mood. For a lot of children, the daily care, friendships and structure provided
by school can in itself support our children and we know from speaking to pupils that they thoroughly enjoy being
here and part of this community.

Coping with
your low mood

The summer holiday, although often seen as hugely positive for children, does also remove the support network
and routine in which some children thrive. It is, therefore, a good time to reflect on all of the areas we have talked
about this academic year and will continue to discuss next, so we are all aware of how we can support our children
in remaining physically and also mentally healthy as they start the summer holidays.

9 Common Causes of Low Mood
Bullying

Family problems
and arguments
Falling behind with
school work

Loneliness
Moving school or
home

Physical health
problems

Friendship and
relationship difficulties

Family history of
depression

Traumatic events

Symptoms - Mind and Body
Psychological

Physical

Lack of interest
and motivation

Frightened, worried
or anxious
Upsetting thoughts

Aches and pains

Isolating yourself
Guilt

Sad and tearful

Changes in appetite

Self-harm

Tired
Disturbed sleep

8 Ways To Help Yourself Feel Better

Spend time with a friend

Keep active

Avoid drugs
and alcohol

Sleep well every night

Listen to music, draw,
read or write a diary

Speak to an adult (parent,
teacher or health worker)

Eat healthily and regularly

Plan something
to do each day

Places where you can get more help
Charities
Youngminds.org.uk
Youthhealthtalk.org
Childline.org.uk; 0800 1111
Samaritans.org; 116123

Books
For a list of helpful books:
Reading-well.org.uk

Contact a parent,
teacher or:

Friday
12th July 2019
Issue 178
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Bee Safe Online

Tumblr
Content sharing | Photo / video sharing | Messaging | Live streaming
14+
Minimum age according to Tumblr
Tumblr is a social networking site that lets you share text, photos, quotes, links, audio clips, slideshows and videos.
You can customise your page and share other people’s posts. You can also send private messages. Tumblr allows
live streaming.
What do I need to know about Tumblr?
We've spoken to parents to find out what they think about Tumblr. We've also asked children and young people
what they think. Here's what they said:
Children’s views.
What do children and young people dislike about it?
10% of the children and young people who reviewed Tumblr thought it was unsafe. The main things they told us
they don’t like about Tumblr were:
There are lots of inappropriate images
There’s inappropriate or upsetting content
People can write hateful comments
What do children and young people like about it?
The main things that children and young people told us they like about Tumblr were:
Sharing your interests with others
Getting creative ideas
It’s a space to share opinions with others
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Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award success
In June, twenty eight Year 10 pupils ventured out to complete their two day assessed expedition to complete their
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award despite threat of heavy showers all weekend!
Groups were navigating their way around the Howardian Hills, initially in the sunshine, but as promised they were
greeted by heavy rain showers in the afternoon. The groups persevered and managed to get themselves to the campsite, some wetter than others, and some slightly late after accidentally taking diversions which added on a few miles!
Day two brought better weather and groups were eager to set off. A little wearier, the groups took slightly longer than
planned but all managed to complete the expedition. Thanks again go to Mrs Bartlett for taking time off her maternity
leave to come and help, and for Mr Painter’s unwavering support - waiting for 4 hours at the same check point and
dealing with some very stubborn horses!
Mrs Painter

Cara Rugby and Netball Success
Congratulations to Cara Durkin, this year she has been selected for the U15 Yorkshire Rugby Union
Girls team. She has also been selected for Leeds Rhinos Netball Academy which means automatic
selection for the Humberside County Academy. What an achievement, well done Cara!

Mrs Painter

Friday 12th July 2019
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In our last article of the academic year we thought we’d share some of the key terms we’ve been looking
at this term, as part of our Love Learning series. I know a lot of parents have contacted the school
wanting to learn more, so these key headings I’m sure will help with your research into how we learn, so
you can support your child in the classroom and at home.
Cognition - The mental action or process of acquiring knowledge and understanding through thought,
experience and the senses.
Exam wrappers - Also called cognitive wrappers. Exam wrappers are worksheets that learners complete
before and after they receive their test feedback.
Executive functioning - Describes a variety of cognitive processes that are required to attain a goal,
including working memory, inhibitory control, attention control and attention shifting.
Meta Meta - Means about, after, or beyond. In terms of metacognition this refers to a higher level of
cognition (beyond cognition).
Metacognition - In simple terms, metacognition is being aware of and in control of one’s own mental
processes. See above for a more detailed description.
Metacognitive control - Involves the learner making changes and adapting strategies. This will often
happen following monitoring, for example, if the monitoring indicates they are not doing so well on a
certain task.
Metacognitive knowledge - The learner’s knowledge of tasks, strategies and their own cognitive
abilities.
Metacognitive monitoring - Monitoring of one’s own cognitive processes.
Metacognitive regulation - How learners monitor and control their cognitive processes.
Metacognitive talk - Metacognitive talk involves a person saying out loud what they are thinking while
they are carrying out a task.
Mnemonics - A memory tool, device, or a technique created for remembering information that is
difficult to recall.
Reciprocal teaching - A metacognitive approach to reading that involves teachers working with small
groups of learners and modelling the use of four key strategies: summarising, questioning, clarifying
and predicting. The learners are then asked to teach these strategies to other learners.
Scaffolding - The teacher provides appropriate guidance and support to enable learners to build on
their current level of understanding progressively to acquire confidence and independence in using
new knowledge or skills.
Self-regulation - The ability to monitor and control our own thoughts, emotions and behaviour.
Self-regulated learning - A term which describes self-regulation in academic settings.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A

s we approach the end of term, I know that our Year 12 students are looking forward to the
summer break. I have no doubt that the students heading to Vietnam will have an incredible
and life-changing experience in their time on expedition. All the staff at Woldgate wish them a
safe and enjoyable trip.

It is always a pleasure to celebrate the end of term with students and, for our Year 12s, this is the year
when they step up into the roles of marshals for their final ever school walk, which takes place on the
last day of term. Students also have a day of year group activities planned for the final Thursday of the
term, which we are all looking forward to.
M rs K L awson

Head of S ixth Form

The summer is also an opportunity to consolidate and prepare for the next challenge in students’ educational
journey. Year 13 has its own unique set of challenges, not least the requirement to be able to recall and apply two
years’ worth of study in their final exams. It would be beneficial for students to take some time over the six weeks
of summer to look over their Year 12 work, perhaps creating study resources such as flashcards to consolidate their
knowledge, and therefore be confident as they begin Year 13 that they are secure in their understanding.
Students should also be continuing to explore their future options to ensure they arrive at the start of September
with clear decisions made about universities and courses, or the alternative option they wish to pursue.
Above all, I would encourage students to relax and find time to do the things they enjoy the most over the summer,
and wish you all a lovely summer break..

Achievement &
Care Co-Ordinators

Friday 12th July 2019

Mr S Butcher

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Lower School

Upper School

Sixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

A

community can be defined as a “small or large social unit (a group of living things) that has
something in common, such as values, or identity.” Woldgate School is very much a community
where we share the values that everyone is known and cared for as an individual and we support
each other throughout the changing stages of life and experiences.

Within school, there are a range of different communities formed through shared interests such as sport or music or
volunteering. It is always a delight to share successes with pupils and to celebrate achievements such as “Personal
Bests” at Sports’ Days or passing Music exams. Our pupils encourage each other to be the best that they can be and
having the support of a community helps them to keep going, even when things are difficult.
As we watch Year 6 move up, we begin to see them form their own community and to understand what being a pupil
at Woldgate School might mean to them. They are ready to understand our ethos and the aim that everything they do
should be worthy of “great merit, character and value”.
Our community comes together at the end of term to share in our Woldgate School Charity Walk where we experience
together the beauty of the Wolds, right on our doorstep. The walk has been a long standing Woldgate School tradition
and an important part of what makes us community.
As part of a community, we also care for each other in the happy times such as great exam results and hard-earned
places at University but also in the more challenging times and it is important to remember our dearly loved and
missed teacher and friend Kate Amin as we reach the anniversary of her death.
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
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A strong community thrives on supporting each other and we are proud of our school community.

A family of schools
with shared values

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

