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To the Year 12 Theatre Studies students.
Some absolutely stunning
performances on wednesday!

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

Well done!

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/
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One of the most improved
schools in the country.
From the Pocklington Post.

N

ick Gibb MP, who is the Minister of State for Schools,
has
contacted
Woldgate
to acknowledge the remarkable
achievement and to congratulate all
concerned.
The Minster wished to convey his
“warmest congratulations” to staff
Thursday 15 April 2016

and pupils for the “school’s excellent
improvement.”
Mr Gibb also said the “school is one
of the top 100 non-selective statefunded schools in England showing
the greatest sustained improvement” out of more than 3,800
schools nationally.

one of the very best in the region,
considerably outperforming its
neighbouring schools in York and
the East Riding, as one of the highest
achieving schools in Yorkshire.
The chairman of the governing body,
John Sinclair, has already
written to “thank pupils,
Continued on page 3...

The school is also now ranked as
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Welcome

Headteacher’s Welcome

W

e finished the Spring Term with a celebration assembly for our Year 11 pupils. I told our pupils how proud
I was of them as individuals. We are very fortunate
to have such young people in our community, individuals who
are committed to doing their very best and who, with both
joint care, guidance and support from home and school, will
excel. It was, therefore, a pleasure to see Mr Smith recognisM r J B ritton
ing the hard work and accomplishments of our pupils to date,
H
but also reminding them to use their time over Easter wisely
and, of course, to continue their hard work over the next few months. Pupils
are, as you would expect, excited by the Prom, but between now and then,
as they know well, the focus must be on the preparation that will ensure
they achieve the outcomes they both deserve and desire.

Key Dates
Spring Term
22nd February - 24th March 2016

eadteacher

We start this term as a community of pupils, staff and parents with deserved
recognition. It has been an absolute pleasure to walk around school and
to see the rise in outstanding lessons, as ultimately, as you would expect,
outcomes such as these are due to the quality of teaching. We have received
confirmation that we are now the second highest performing school in
the East Riding, third in York and now one of the ‘top 100’ most improved
schools in the country, with record results and outcomes in both main school
and Sixth Form. Our intake for Year 7 in September 2016, as you know, has
seen a 20% increase and we have now created additional Sixth Form places
to meet the significant increase applications for study. I would encourage
those who have not applied, to submit your application soon.
As a school, we are committed to continually improving, and the momentum
to date is testament to all involved. As we see significant national change in
education, funding, combined with external pressures, and potential distractions, it is more important than ever that we remain focused on achieving
those goals, agreed in our consultation and as set-out by pupils, staff and
parents in our three year plan. We are fortunate to receive national recognition, but I am driven to do the best for our pupils and to ensure the experience they receive every single day is the very best it can be, in every lesson,
every department and in our school as a whole. Therefore, we continue,
as being one of the best schools in Yorkshire is gratifying, outperforming
our neighbouring schools informative, but ultimately, this is about us as a
community and what we know we’re capable of achieving.
I am, therefore, looking forward to this term to ensure our young people
receive the very best education possible in this school. I know my colleagues
recognise that their teaching is their absolute first priority. We will, as a
school, continue to bring about the changes that will see our community
continue to evolve over the following few months and years.

Summer Term
11th April - 27th May 2016
6th June - 22nd July 2016

Staff Training
Days
25th & 26th July 2016

Internal Exam Weeks
w/c

Year 7
13th June 2016

w/c

Year 8
6th June 2016

w/c

Year 9
23rd May 2016

w/c

Year 10
27th June 2016

Finally, I would just like to remind parents of our Year 10 Parents’ Evening on
the 26th April and to invite you all to our second ‘Friends of Woldgate’ event
on the 20th May. A great opportunity to have an enjoyable family evening
and to support you child, the school and our community.
Do have a good weekend.

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge

CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate
https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/
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Noticeboard

PE Department News
The summer term extra curricular timetable will be published next week and will commence the week beginning
Monday 25th April. This is due to GCSE PE practical moderations taking place during the first two weeks back. If
you have any suggestions of clubs you would like to see on the new summer extra curricular programme please
tell a member of PE staff. and we will try our best!
...from front page.
parents and staff for their exceptional work in classrooms and within
the school community at large.”
He added: “The care provided for
our children and the results, not
only academically, but also in life
skills, pride and confidence, shine
through in our pupils. And that work
continues apace to make this school
exceptional.”
The Minister also expressed his
thanks for the school’s “work in this
important area of a young person’s
education” and passed on his
congratulations to the staff for their
“hard work and professionalism.”

FIRING THE CANON AT THE YEAR 8 CIVIL WAR
EVENT - SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS

Thursday 15 April 2016
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Lower School

Mr Sloman Writes:

A

big welcome back to our Lower School pupils! As
our pupils return from a well-deserved rest over
Easter and begin the summer term, it is worth reflecting upon the fact that they are now two-thirds through their
year. At this stage of the academic year, our pupils begin to
prepare themselves for next year by refocussing their efforts
and taking on new responsibilities. For example, our Year 9
M r L S loman
pupils, having chosen their GCSE options, are now working
H
L
S
towards the end of their Key Stage 3 studies and looking
ahead to beginning their GCSE subjects. Whether they are
continuing or finishing subjects next year, the next few months will play a
crucial role in developing their skills and understanding in Year 10.
ead of ower chool

Likewise, our Year 8 pupils will take on new responsibilities this term. In
particular, our Year 8 pupils will be invited to apply to become ‘Buddies’ for
our new Year 7 pupils in September. These ‘Buddies’ will play a vital role in
helping out with events and activities for our new pupils during the Summer
term, as well as mentoring and supporting our new pupils when they arrive
in September. Our Year 8 pupils will also be organising a ‘charity stall’ event
in May, during which they have to plan and organise their own stalls to raise
money for UNICEF. I am really looking forward to seeing how creative and
entrepreneurial our Year 8 pupils can be!
Finally, our Year 7 pupils have now settled into life at Woldgate School
remarkably well, and are confident and happy in their lessons and around
school. Our Year 7 pupils will also play a vital role in helping our new pupils
settle in September. Furthermore, our Year 7 pupils have lots to look forward
to this term, with a History trip to Helmsley Castle and the Big Sing concert
planned for June and July!
This promises to be a great summer term, full of opportunities and possibilities for all our Lower School pupils. Good luck to all of you!

Key Dates
S

u m m e r

Te

r m

2016

Year 7
29th June
History Visit to Helmsley
1st July
History Visit to Helmsley
6th July
The Big Sing
13th July
Parents’ Evening

Year 8
12th May
Charity Stalls
6th June
E xam Week
20th - 23rd June
Geography Coastal Fieldwork
4th July
Parents Evening

Year 8 Civil War Event

6th July
Teen -Tech STEM Visit

O

n Thursday 24th March, our Year 8 stepped back in time 350 years
to learn about life for ordinary soldiers during the Civil Wars. Five
volunteers from the Sealed Knot Society, a national organisation
that re-enacts life and battles from the Civil Wars, gave our pupils detailed
demonstrations of the equipment, weapons and armour used by soldiers
and women before giving our pupils the opportunity to ask questions and
try out the equipment.
In the afternoon, the re-enactors took to the school field and, with pupils
standing at a safe distant, demonstrated how to load and fire muskets and
cannon. Pupils were amazed at the noise and smoke made by the seventeenth
century weapons. The event was the culmination of Year 8 pupils’ work on
the changes in power and the development of democracy between 1500 and
1900, when political power transferred from the monarch to Parliament.

Year 9
20th April
Junior Team Maths Challenge
3rd May
Yorkshire Cup Cricket Match
23rd May
E xam Week
9th June
RS Visit - Beth Shalom
13th June
Injections
15th July
C areers Visit to Hull University
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Sixth Form

Key Dates
S

u m m e r

Te

r m

2016

21st April
Science BTEC Visit - York University
21st April
A2 Drama Moderation
13th May
Year 12 Study Leave Begins
13th May
Year 13 Leavers Afternoon
16th May
AS E xams Start
18th May
A2 E xams Start

Mrs Lawson Writes:

I

t was lovely to welcome back our Year 12 and 13 students
this week after the Easter break. With only four weeks
remaining before the exams begin, it was great to see
students start the term with positivity, enthusiasm and focus.
This week I have spoken to our Sixth Formers about success
and action, and how important it is to keep moving forward
at this crucial time. Students should have a clear action plan
M rs K L awson
about how they intend to prepare for their exams. Form
H
S
F
Tutors and Subject Teachers are available to offer support to
students in making these plans thorough and effective.
ead of

ixth

orm

As well as preparing for their final exams, many of our students are looking
ahead to the summer and how they plan to spend that time meaningfully.
This weekend, the students participating in the Malawi Expedition are taking
part in a training weekend in the Peak District. This weekend helps students
to prepare for and further develop the skills they will need for their actual
expedition, which takes place in July.
Recently, I was delighted to announce that one of our Year 12 students,
Beth Durrant-Walker, had been successful in her application to take part
in the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards. The Rotary Club have since been
in contact in order to re-interview two other applicants in the hope that
they may be able to fund an additional place on the scheme, as they were so
impressed by the students when they met them.

15th June
A2 Induction Afternoon
17th June
Year 12 UCAS Convention
27th June
Sixth Form Induction Day
28th June
Year 12 Physics Visit - Jodrell Bank
4th - 5th July
Business Visit to London

Thursday 15 April 2016

UCAS Update

T

he majority of our students have now received all of their offers from
their universities and should now be making decisions about their
firm and insurance choices. If students received all their offers before
March 31st then they must choose their firm and insurance offers by May
4th. Firm choices are stating a commitment to go to that university if they
get the grades. Insurance offers are not a second/alternative choice and will
only happen if a student fails to reach the grades required for their firm
choice. If a student chooses an unconditional offer as their firm choice they
will NOT be able to select an insurance offer. Students can, of course, put an
unconditional offer as their insurance choice.
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Upper School

Ms Longstaff Writes:

I

t has been a pleasure to walk round school this week and
see how focused our Upper School pupils have been as
they return to their studies. A number of staff have already
commented on their enthusiasm and motivation within
lessons and it is great to see so many pupils making the most
of the extra support available from staff outside of lessons.
It is inevitable that we turn our attention towards exams
M s A L ongstaff
during the Summer Term and whilst Year 11 pupils put final
H
U
S
preparations in place for their GCSE exams, Year 10 pupils
also need to be looking ahead towards their end of year
exams in June. It is important that all pupils bring the correct equipment to
lessons so they are in good habits and, in the case of calculators, learn how
to use them effectively.
ead of

pper

Key Dates
S

20th July
Prison Me No Way

Year 11
13th May
Celebration Afternoon
16th May
GCSE E xams Start

force to be reckoned with

As she goes on to describe her sport,
I understand why this stoicism is so
necessary to her success.
“Until last year, I was the only female
competitor in the country,” she said.
“At competitions, the boys tend to
like the fact I’m a girl at first. Then
when I beat them, they stop talking
to me!” It’s a good job she has a thick
skin, as this happens quite regularly,
and Katie has ranked second in the
country for the past three years.
This probably has something to do
with her Grass track racing background. She has been racing there
since she was 12 and on the way has
won a Junior Championship as well
as finishing second in the British and
National Championships 2014. She
also won the outstanding
Junior award two times
in a row!
6

2016

27th June
Year 10 E xam Week

Katie Milner is a feminine

K

r m

26th April
Parents’ Evening

Outside of the classroom, it has been a busy week as our Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh pupils make the final preparations for their assessed expedition
this weekend. Having carefully prepared and with final kit checks in place,
pupils are now hoping for mild, dry weather for them to navigate their
chosen route. Good luck to everyone involved and many thanks to Miss
Colston, for her encouraging support of the pupils involved. I look forward
to hearing about their adventures!

She could have continued in Autograss but with her eventual career
target being touring cars she needed
to make the step to tarmac racing.

Te

Year 10

chool

atie, 16, is the odd one out in
her family, in that her ride is
mechanical – racing a Citroen
Saxo in the national Junior Saloon
Car Championships. Asked about
her aspirations for 2016, she calmly
states ‘I want to win’.

u m m e r

10th June
Study Leave Starts
14th June
GCSE & BTEC Art Open Evening

Despite her young age, Katie is more
than capable of overcoming gender
stereotypes – and has recently
garnered the support of retired
female Formula 1 driver Susie Wolff,
who is campaigning for greater
equality for female racers. “We’ve
been brought up to believe we have
every right to win on merit, so we
just block everything else out and
focus on the job in hand.”

KATIE AND HER TWO SISTERS - A RACING FAMILY.
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HER DAD’S CAR, KATIE’S CURRENT CAR, AND THE AUTOGRASS MINI SHE STARTED OUT IN.

Dad, Jonny, had Katie driving an old
car around the yard from the age of
six or seven. Propped up on cushions
and with blocks attached to the
pedals to help her reach them, it
was Katie out of her sisters who was
finally bitten by her dad’s bug. “He
was determined to make a racing
driver out of one of us!” she laughs.
Her first tarmac season was always
meant as a learning season and
Katie has certainly learnt fast with
new circuits, weather conditions
and all kinds of incident testing her
abilities. It certainly helped that
she had Adriano Medeiros as her
driver coach. He has years of racing
knowledge and his help in the Friday
test sessions helped Katie get up
to speed in the quickest possible
way. Katie has performed better
than would normally be expected
of a driver in their first circuit racing
season with her best result of fourth
only narrowly missing out on a

Competition
In aid of the ‘Teenage Cancer Trust’ Jonny Milner is offering a ride
in his ‘British Championship Winning Corolla’ at Croft Circuit on the
weekend of 24th July. The prize will include free passes to the Croft
circuit for the weekend and a

5 lap passenger ride round the circuit.

https://www. justgiving.com/katiemilner50
podium. She’s the only female driver
to have made the top five in JSCC in
its history since it was launched by
the BARC. Despite missing several
rounds for logistical reasons, she still
finished ninth in the championship
out of twenty four drivers with many
of them having more experience.
19th March marked the start of the
competitive calendar for Katie. To
be in with a chance of achieving her
aspirations, Katie has to be utterly
committed. “We’ve been brought
up to believe that having talent, or

money, is only a small element of
success – and needs to be matched
by pure hard work,” added Katie.
Motorsport runs in the Milner family,
Dad Jonny is a former Autograss,
rally cross and rally driver. He has won
several titles and was double British
rally champion in 2002 and 2003. He
also won the National Gravel Rally
championship in 2010. He runs the
family team; Merlin International,
that’s helped Katie to her success in
Autograss and continues to support
her in her transition to circuit racing.
Katie, in her GCSE year at Woldgate
School, is planning to go on to study
at Loughborough College in the
‘MSA AASE Athlete Academy’.
“We’ve been brought up not to just
have things handed to us, but to get
out what we put in,” added Katie.
Beyond 2016 she would like to head
to Fiesta racing, then the Clio cup
before ultimately entering the BTCC
following in the footsteps of previous females like Paula Cook and
Fiona Leggate.

KATIE’S CAR HAS A NEW LOOK FOR 2016

Thursday 15 April 2016
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Celebrating Shakespeare

I

t is 400 years since William Shakespeare’s’ death therefore the TLCI team have decided to bring forward the June
Literacy week to week beginning 18 April and have organised a range of Shakespeare themed activities for tutor
groups to participate in during registrations. All pupils in years 7-10 will have the opportunity to participate and
as in previous Numeracy and Literacy weeks, there will be certificates for the winning tutor groups.
Monday 18th April

Tuesday 19th April

Wednesday 20 th April

Thursday 21st April

Year 7

M asquerade Ball

Shakespearean Insults

HOCA A ssembly

Year 8

M asquerade Ball

HOCA A ssembly

Shakespearean Insults

SLT A ssembly

Year 9

HOCA A ssembly

M asquerade Ball

SLT A ssembly

Shakespearean Insults

Year 10

M asquerade Ball

SLT A ssembly

Shakespearean Insults

To quote or not to
quote

To quote or not to
quote

Friday 22nd April
SLT A ssembly
To quote or not to
quote

To quote or not to
quote

HOCA A ssembly

Good luck everyone! We look forward to marking the entries.
The TLCI team

Care & Achievement
Co-Ordinators

Please Share
If you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the
community with us, then please feel free to email Mr
Ben Wall at: ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
S ixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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Woldgate School & Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Upper School

IP

Mr S Butcher

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Lower School

A family of schools
with shared values
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