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Headteacher’s Welcome

would like to welcome all our wonderful Year 7 pupils, Sixth Form students and parents to our
community. It was fabulous last week to visit lessons, to see our children at breaktime and lunchtime
being polite, showing kindness and working so hard in their lessons. School had a great feel and it
was a joy to see so many happy children enjoying learning and being together.
“Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit, character and value.”

M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Our school motto, as it has for generations, continues to provide a good basis for our pupils and Sixth
Form students to approach our studies.
"Acts of great merit."

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, homework or an outstanding assessment outcome.
"Acts of great character."
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, demonstrating good manners, kindness, offering support or
actively engaging with the wider community.
'Acts of great value."
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; our judgment of what is important in life. For instance, achieving a
consistently high attitude to learning score over a series of lessons or caring for others.
Of great merit, places a particular emphasis on the academic. It is about working hard in lessons, completing
homework and doing your very best in assessments. In the last academic year over 140,228 acts of great merit were
celebrated and rewarded. An incredible number when you consider that averages at about 134 rewards per pupil
for outstanding work.
We are though, as a school, about more than academic achievement. We are also committed to ensuring our
pupils receive the very best teaching, are challenged to succeed and to achieve outcomes that provide a wealth
of opportunity and choice. It is though important, we believe as a community, to ensure academic achievement is
also accompanied by a desire to create a community where every young person has the opportunity to develop in
personality, character, to become highly successful individuals and members of our wider community and society.
It is why we place an equal emphasis on character, namely good manners, kindness, and appearance, being polite
and courteous, considering how others are feeling and how our words or actions might affect people. Kindness
and showing good manners are about being friendly, generous, and considerate, they are qualities that remain as
important to the education we provide here today, as they did when the school was originally founded. It is also why
our professional dress, uniform and appearance is important. If your personal appearance is good, it represents
respect and etiquette to everyone within the community, a pride in being part of this school.
continued on page 6
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If at first you don’t succeed…learn from it!
In the classroom we often come across a pupil or student who believes it is better not to try than to try and fail.
These are the pupils and students who will only put their hands up if they are certain of an answer, if at all. Following
on from last week’s ‘Love to Learn’ where we extolled the benefits of effort being the path to success we felt it was
important to impart the idea that failure, far from being something we should try to avoid, is actually just another
part of the path to success.
After experiencing a failure, children often look to their parents and carers to see how they react. Research out of
Stanford University has shown that parents who see failure as a way of enhancing learning are more likely to have
more resilient children who will persevere in the face of setbacks, disappointments and mistakes.
Our failures are events, not reflections of who we are.
All events invite us to learn. By reflecting on what lies behind our failures we can convert them into learning
experiences. Great achievers have done this across the centuries sometimes at heroic levels.
Maybe get your child to find out about someone who has achieved things through first failing or making mistakes.
David Beckham, Jonny Wilkinson (had to practise 8 hours a day to make the most of their talent), Robert M Pirsig’s
novel (Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance) was rejected by 121 publishers and has now sold more than 5
million copies worldwide, Michael Jordan, Dyson, Edison (you could aim for ‘natural-born geniuses’ to really get the
point over) Beethoven, Newton, Sylvia Plath (late developers) JK Rowling, Winston Churchill etc.
Challenge: try to get children thinking about failure and how they can grow from them:
Try something new for a fortnight (e.g. kicking with their non-dominant foot, exploring a musical genre they normally
avoid, learning a new language) and record their mistakes, experiences and learning during this period.
At home please do:
•
Look at their homework (home learning/ independent learning) with them, and show interest in it.
•
Encourage children to include trial and error in their written work. For instance, by starting again,
showing working out and writing notes in the margin.
•
If it takes a few attempts point out what they are learning from each failed attempt and how it is
		
getting them closer to the solution
•
See problems (things people usually try to avoid) as ‘puzzles’ (a crossword or Sudoku anyone?)
Modelling mistakes:
As a parent we all know parenting involves making lots of mistakes. This is the fastest route to getting better at the job.
Steps:
1.
You try something.
2.
It doesn’t work.
3.
You think about why it didn’t work.
4.
You try something else instead.
5.
That works so you keep using it, making refinements as you go.
The beauty of this is you can share your experiences with your children. You can talk to them about mistakes you have
made during the course of your career and life and how they have helped you do better. The simple technique of writing
mistakes down can help develop a growth mindset it makes us more resilient and shows us we can overcome obstacles.
Benefits:
1.
2.

It normalises the process of making mistakes.
It gives pupils and students an opportunity to reflect on what they learnt from their mistakes.

What was the mistake?

Why was it useful?

What did you learn?

I got question 7 wrong, even though I can do this It was only a practice test, so I can do better in To check that the question
sort of problem in my sleep.
the actual exam.
what I assume it’s asking.

is actually asking

Of course the more challenging we make our activities, the more likely that pupils and students will make mistakes and
the more likely they will learn from them as a result.

of great merit, character and value.’
Mrs Smith
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mrs Minton Writes:

L

ower school pupils have settled back into the routine
of school life really well this week. It has been excellent
to see such vibrant and focused learning environments
as I have popped into various classrooms. Pupils have been
keenly engaged in discussions and activities, the success of
which is reflected by the rewards in many of their planners.
This was also a theme touched upon in assemblies where Mr
M rs A M inton
H
L
S
Davies challenged pupils to consider the kind of character
and resilience that is created when you produce work of great
merit. Both Year 7 and 8 were asked to reflect upon the unbeatable feeling
of accomplishment as a result of perseverance, looking ahead to success
even when the journey is challenging.

Key Dates
Autumn Term
2019

ead of ower chool

I would like to commend our new Year 7 cohort for the maturity with which
they have transitioned to secondary school life. I and other staff have seen
so many smiling faces and received thoughtful greetings which has been
lovely; they really have upheld the important Woldgate value of having
great character this week.
I would like to encourage conversations at home regarding children signing
up to some of the many extra- curricular clubs that have been presented
to them this week by their Form Tutors. This is an excellent opportunity
for pupils to build friendships as well as develop key skills. Please direct
your children to their Form Tutors if they have any questions about this.
Similarly, I would request your support in ensuring our Year 7s and 8s are
developing purposeful routines outside of school in order for homework to
be completed on time and to a high standard; this will further build on the
wonderful work being produced in school.

4th September - 25th October
4th November - 19th December

Spring Term 2020
6th January - 13th February
24th February - 3rd April

Summer Term
2020
20th April - 22nd May
Bank Holiday Friday 8th May
1st June - 17th July

Congratulations:
George Iveson who passed his guitar exam with a merit.

Staff Training
Days
2nd September 2019
3rd September 2019
20th December 2019
14th February 2020
20th July 2020
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UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Atkinson Writes:

I

t does not seem that long ago that I was visiting Year 9s in the Primary Schools, and here they are
now, at the start of their GCSEs. This year group was the first to be able to choose their options in
Year 8. I know that they feel privileged to have been given an early choice and so will make every
effort to continue to develop their love of learning.
Year 10s have had a good start to their GCSEs and I look forward to getting to know them better.

M rs I Atkinson

Head of Upper School

In assembly this week, I spoke to Year 9 and 10 pupils about new beginnings and the challenges that
come with this. I have asked them to give of their best and to make a good impression. If they find
that they have not yet done this, then to start over again, with even more determination to do it right and better.
They know how brilliant their Form Tutors are, and, with the support of Miss Black for Year 9, Mrs Wright for Year
10, colleagues and their families, they will continue to be brilliant.
Year 11s have a great year ahead, full of challenge, to look forward to. They have hit the ground running with
preparations for the Mock Exams in December. There is so much to do but I am confident that the plans that staff
have in place, as well as, their own commitment to their learning, will get them there. In Mr Smith’s assembly, the
high expectations and the pride that he has in his Year Group was evident.
I ask that you look after yourselves and each other. Make the best of each day; do something special for someone
else; it is the smallest of things that can make the biggest difference. Please know that we are here to support you
so that you may become the best version of yourselves.

Extra Curricular Music Groups Start This Week
Monday

12.35pm String Group J17
1.00pm Boys Vocal Group J15

Tuesday

Morning Registration Chamber Orchestra (players from last year)
Lunchtime 1.00pm Orchestra (everyone Grade 1 including Year 7!)

Wednesday

Lunchtime 1.00pm Choir

Thursday

Morning Registration Wind Band (players from last year)

Friday 13th September 2019
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.

Online Safety Advice for Children and Parents
The internet is a great way to connect with your friends and learn new things. But it's also important to stay safe.
There are a few ways you can help make sure you're not in danger when you use the internet:
Be careful what you share online
•

When you choose a profile picture for a social networking website like Facebook or Twitter, avoid photos that 		
could give people you don't know information about where you live

•

Check your privacy settings regularly, including on smart devices like wearables.

•

Think about what should be shared in public and what shouldn't be kept private

•

Check your location settings – some sites, apps and devices let you share your location with other users.
Turning off location settings can help protect your privacy

•

Learn about how you can take care of your digital footprint.

Think before you post
Don't upload or share anything you wouldn't want your parents, teachers or friends seeing. Once you press send, it is no
longer private. Anything you send can be shared with other people and you can't be sure who will end up seeing it.
Live streaming and apps like Snapchat can feel safer because they aren't permanent. But anything you post online can be
screenshotted and recorded and if that happens it's out of your control.
Never share or reveal your passwords
Use strong passwords that are hard for others to guess, using a mix of letters, numbers and symbols like (like £, $, &, !,
etc.). Keep passwords to yourself and change them regularly.
Be careful who you chat to
If somebody you don't know adds you as a friend, ignore them and delete their request. Don't share personal information
like your address or phone number with somebody you don't know.

Headteacher's Welcome continued from page 2
Demonstrating qualities such as showing manners, kindness and etiquette may no longer be seen to be ‘fashionable’
within our society, but they are, within our community, values we believe in passionately and see as fundamental to our
children preparing to become successful individuals and productive members of our society.
Of great value, is about how as individuals we seek to support and care for others within our community. The principles
we hold with regard to how we relate to others within and outside of our community. It is ultimately a judgement on
what is important in life, our individual needs balanced against the desire to be part of a caring, supportive, community,
working alongside others who wish to do good, learn together and bring about positive change. It is also about giving
something back and recognising that for a community, that is also a registered charity, to be successful, it is important
to remember that for pupils, colleagues and parents to make this school successful, it cannot simply be about taking, it
must also be about giving, for the betterment of all.
With over 409,601 acts of great merit, character and value celebrated last year, we continue to recognise those
qualities that define this school. I do hope, you will join us, download our online application for your phone,
tablet or access your child’s rewards online to celebrate their achievements. For the rewards we issue are
not won easily and do recognise the incredible achievements of your children and our community.
Issue 181
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mr Hardie Writes:

I

t has been very enjoyable this week to walk around school and see so many great Sixth Form
lessons. Every single lesson has had such a calm and purposeful atmosphere, with students clearly
engaged in their subjects. Getting into good routines is clearly extremely important for sixth form
students. The transition from GCSE to A-level gives them much more independence over their time.
The most successful students are often the ones who are able to best manage their time and are
often incredibly organised as well.

M r J H ardie

Head of S ixth Form

The Sixth Form study room has been busy this week and it is great to see Year 12 students following
the lead of our Year 13 students and working independently from the beginning of term. Next week is our welcome
to KS5 evening for Year 12 students and their parents. The event is on Wednesday 18th September at 18:30 and
is an chance to share an overview of the year along with the opportunities, expectations as well as support and
advice that is available to students in the Sixth Form. The Sixth Form are currently in the process of selecting
our senior prefects. The selection process takes into account, Attitude to Learning, attendance, their application
forms, their willingness to take part in school activities as well as a student vote. The standard of the applications
I have received has been incredibly high and I am looking forward to revealing our Senior Prefect team to you next
week.

Junior Stoxkart Champion

This is Thomas. He has a passion for racing and trains really hard.
Thomas reached the finals of the Junior Stoxkart Competition
and went on to win the race that took place in Aldershot on
Sunday 30th June.
Thomas became the 2019 Junior Stoxkart Champion. It was
great for the Year Group to be able to share in his success, when
he brought in his huge trophies and spoke to us about his racing,
in an assembly. Thomas has spent a lot of his summer training
and his next big race will be at Stoke on 21st September.
We are very proud of Thomas' achievements and wish him all the
best in the future events.

Friday 13th September 2019
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T
M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

his week, the annual photographs were taken of each pupil from Year 7 to Year 13. They were
taken as individuals for use in school for example on the pupil’s lunch account and Classcharts
and to be shared at home. I don’t know about you, but my parents and grandparents still have
my school photos which for an embarrassingly long time were proudly displayed on the mantlepiece.
Our pupils look extremely smart in their uniforms and it is with that sense of pride that they take
their place to be recorded for history. The photos are often collected as a memento; embodying key
milestones and the start of a new term with all its potential.

The pupils also have their photos taken as part of a Form Group. The Form Group is just one of our communities
in school and the relationships created in Form and with Form Teachers is one of the most important ways in
which we fulfil our aim to know and care for each pupil as an individual and to support them in their journey
through the school. Our Form Tutors take time to get to know the members of their forms and to encourage,
nurture and guide. Through the Form Tutor and the pupil’s Planner, a relationship is also built with parents and
developed over the course of the years.
We hope that when pupils and families look back on these photos, it will be with fond memories of their time at
Woldgate School.

Care & Achievement Co-Ordinators

Mr M Elwers

Miss S Black

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs R O'Brien

Year 7 & 8

Year 9

Year 10 & 11

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07980 702715

07790 351281

07790 351276

07983 959031

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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