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In Flanders Fields
BY JOHN MCCRAE
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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Headteacher’s Welcome

would start by congratulating those pupils, who following our House Enrichment Day will be attending the
Dragon’s Den competition next week. It was wonderful to start the enrichment day with a personal video from
Peter Jones for the pupils and Sixth Form students at our school and we will look to upload the message to our
Twitter and Facebook account. For those pupils and students who were successful with their business concepts,
then an exciting opportunity awaits to present to a wider audience and impress.

I am very grateful to colleagues and parents who kindly offered their support so I could be with my
family for the birth of our third daughter, Beatrix. It has been, therefore, wonderful to visit classrooms
this week upon my return. School has felt calm, purposeful and I’ve seen outstanding teaching and
learning, with pupils engaged, focused and making superb progress in their studies.
M r J B ritton
Headteacher

The quality of teaching, activities and resources is so very impressive. It truly is such a privilege to see such high quality
planning and teaching engaging our children. I could have quite easily stayed for the whole lesson many times, simply
intrigued by the subject or inspired by the passion of the teacher.
On Thursday evening, we also welcomed parents and prospective Sixth Form students into school to meet current
students and subject teachers. A ‘Sixth Form Taster Day’ in the near future will allow our pupils to explore each subject
in greater depth, as they join Sixth Form lessons for a day and have the opportunity to consider potential progression
routes onto university, an apprenticeship or a career.
The Sixth Form Open Evening was well attended and I thoroughly enjoyed speaking to pupils and parents about
potential options for further study following the completion of their Upper School studies. The subject combinations
have over the last few years become even more important for our young adults, as universities become more specific
about prior knowledge and progression routes. To help our pupils, we will be looking to arrange individual one to
one meetings over the next few weeks to help provide impartial guidance and ensure our young people are carefully
considering all of their options for university, but are also reviewing potential apprenticeship and employment
opportunities. Our intent, to ensure both pupils and parents are equipped with the necessary information to make an
informed decision.
We have also this year, in partnership, sought to broaden our curriculum offer, as we have done in Year 9, to ensure
pupils have access to both traditional and applied qualifications. Providing a breath of study while also ensuring in
those areas where the applied route is becoming more favoured by certain employers, that we are able to tailor our
qualifications to suit.
Applications for Sixth Form College places are due by 13th December.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
Issue 189

www.woldgate.net

TO HAVE A GROWTH MINDSET WE MUST KNOW OUR MIND CAN GROW
Neuroplasticity
Neuroplasticity is the brain’s ability to adapt and change throughout an individual’s life. Research has shown
that the brain is constantly re-shaping, re-wiring and changing itself. Therefore, everything we do, or do
not do, has an impact on our brain. Think about when you had to learn a new skill, such as driving, it felt
impossible at first but the more we repeated the process the stronger the connections in our brains became
and to most of us it is like second nature now, like a muscle memory. However, when we neglect a skill, when
we stop doing it or rarely do it, those connections are weakened or can be lost over time.
Unfortunately, many people still believe that their brain (and therefore their abilities) are fixed; that what
we’re born with determines how well we do. However, years of neuroscience research have shown us that is
not true – and also that being aware of the brain’s malleability can have very positive consequences.
WHY TEACH STUDENTS AND PUPILS ABOUT NEUROPLASTICITY?
Growth Mindset, Motivation and Attitude to Learning A meta-analysis which looked at the findings of 10
different studies found that teaching students about the neuroplasticity of the brain induces a growth
mindset, which in turn leads to improvements in students’ and pupils motivations to learn.
There were also positive effects in terms of students’ and pupils academic achievement, in regards to reading
but also in particular maths, an effect that was most prominent amongst struggling studentsand pupils. This
effect likely occurred because struggling students and pupils often wrongly believe that success in maths is
a result of a “natural” talent that you are either born with or without, causing them not to put any effort into
maths.
Enhances Student Revision The vast amount of information that students and pupils have to be able to recall
for exams is often a source of demotivation, as they believe that they will never learn all the material, no
matter how many hours they spend revising.
However, teaching students and pupils about the neuroplasticity of their brain should help instil a belief
that effective revision is possible. They would then know that if they put in the necessary effort and practice
(using strategies such as retrieval practice), their brain will be able to adapt and make new connections,
allowing them to learn and recall lots of new information – more than they previously thought they could.
FINAL THOUGHTS
Understanding about the neuroplasticity of the brain can have a range of positive impacts on us all. It can
be very motivating to know that our brain is developing and improving and that we can help accelerate this
process. This will hopefully spark a love of learning, it can also lead to an improvement in how we think about
ourselves and what we could achieve in the future.
Reference: blog.innerdrive.co.uk
Mrs S Smith

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 15 November 2019

Issue 189

3

LOWER SCHOOL

Mrs Minton Writes:

A

s part of Literacy week this week, it seemed fitting during Lower School Assemblies to reflect
on John McCrae’s famous poem: In Flanders Fields. John McCrae served as a Major and a
military doctor during the First World War, and it is believed that the death of his friend, Alexis
Helmer, was the inspiration for “In Flanders Fields”. McCrae and Helmer were just two names among
over 70 million who were mobilised during the First World War; some went willingly, others less so.

It has been lovely that a number of pupils from both Year 7 and 8 have come to share with me either
stories of family members who fought in various conflicts, or acts of remembrance that they have
personally been part of. Carla from Year 8 who is part of the Amy Cadets shared: “We marched from
Pocklington School to the First World War and Second World War memorials in Pocklington. We stood to attention
and remembered all those who have been lost through conflicts during the 20th century. It made me feel proud
as I remembered those that had fought for my freedom”. Ed, also Year 8, can be seen in the photo marching for
Sea Cadets in a Remembrance parade at the weekend too. These acts of remembrance reflect commitment and
respect which is definitely to be commended. Molly in Year 7 was proud to share the story of her Great Grandad
Frank Watmuff from Allerton, who served on the HMS Salamander in the Second World War and was present at the
D day landings. For his service, he was awarded a Legion d’honneur medal. What an incredible story to be able to
share Molly.
M rs A M inton

Head of Lower School
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UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Atkinson Writes:

I

t has been a real pleasure visiting lessons in the Upper School in the last week. I have found pupils
speaking so highly of their Option Choices, as well as, the joy and excitement in their Science,
Geography and History lessons. Pupils were keen to say what they had been learning and I was
pleased to hear how brilliantly they could explain the work that they had been doing. They knew
where the topics would lead to and could even make links with other subject areas. The calm and
caring environment was evident and much praise was being given by the teachers.

M rs I Atkinson

Head of Upper School

In the coming weeks, Year 11s will be having interviews with various members of SLT and the Sixth
Form team. They will use this time to discuss their future career aspirations and choices for Post 16
Study. As well as the Sixth Form Evening, the school is spending time with the Year 11s, to ensure that they are
reflecting well on their academic and personal aspirations. Please look out for upcoming Progress Reviews for Year
11s and Year 10s.

DRAGONS DEN FINAL 21st NOVEMBER 2019
After our Enterprise Day in October, where students and pupils from each house spent the day thinking of a new product, planning a poster and presenting a pitch, we are delighted to be hosting our
first House Dragon’s Den final on the 21st November 2019. The teams representing the Houses were
chosen by the students and pupils and I am delighted to inform you that the following teams will be
pitching on their ideas to local business people on behalf of their houses:
Tickets to the event are available at the stationery shop on A Block corridor, Students/Pupils £1.00
and Adults £2.00. There will be refreshments and Christmas Stalls available on the evening. This
event is open to both students,pupils, parents, family and friends and we hope that you will come
and support the students and pupils and your Houses, during what will be a very exciting evening.
Millington Dale:
Sixth Form:
Guiding Light
School:
The Creators
Thixendale:
Sixth Form: Students4Students
School:
The Inventors
Warrendale:
Sixth Form: The Bin Boys
School:
Team Sliceit
Kirby Underdale:
Sixth Form: Bubbles for Life
School:
Society of Stars
Great Givendale:
Sixth Form:
Team Glu
School:
#Access Squad
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.
Anti-Bullying Week 2019
Anti-Bullying Week happens in schools across England each November. This year's Anti-Bullying
Week has the theme Change Starts With Us and is happening from Monday 11th November - Friday
15th November 2019.
Woldgate School is a warm, happy and caring place, and bullying in any form is not tolerated.
Throughout this week, I have been holding assemblies with all our pupils discussing bullying, and
how any reported incidents are dealt with swiftly and effectively in school, and the range of support
and help available.
Bullying is deliberate behaviour that:
· Is carried out by one or more people, against another specific person
· Is intended to make someone unhappy and/or feel bad about themselves
· Takes place over a period of time i.e. at least one week
Bullying can take many forms, but the most common examples are:
· Purposefully making someone feel bad or upset
· Calling people names
· Excluding people or ignoring them
· Threatening or intimidating people
· Physically hurting someone
· Damaging or stealing their property
· Spreading rumours about people
· Online bullying, which can include many of the above
Any pupil who feels that the behaviour of another pupil towards them might constitute bullying,
must report this to a member of staff as soon as possible. It is important to keep any evidence
of actions or comments made and pass these on to your Care and Achievement Coordinator or
Form Tutor. Any potential incidents reported are investigated and dealt with in line with our
comprehensive and effective anti-bullying policy, and this can be found on our school website.
Our Peer Mentors are always available in school to support pupils, particularly at break and
lunchtimes in Room B8. Our Peer Mentors may also be asked to meet and support specific pupils if
necessary. Staff are also always available to talk in B8 at break and lunchtimes.
At Woldgate School, we pride ourselves on our close, caring school community. Pupils treat each
other with respect, and the staff know each and every pupil. If you or child do have any concerns,
please do encourage your child to speak to a member of staff, particularly their Form Tutor or
Care and Achievement Coordinator. Alternatively, please do contact us if you would like to discuss
matters in more detail.
Mr Slomen
Deputy Head
Head of Care and Achievement
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mr Hardie Writes:

T
M r J H ardie

Head of S ixth Form

his week has been our Sixth Form Open evening event. There was a real buzz around the site
and we really do feel it was a valuable experience for those that attended. Year 11 pupils
from Woldgate and from other schools were exploring their options for study next year. They
were paired up with our current Sixth Form students based on subjects the pupils are potentially
interested in studying next year. Our Sixth Form students accompanied pupils and families around
the school and it was great to see those honest conversations about what Sixth Form study entails
and talking about all the incredible opportunities available for our students.

The conversations between Sixth Form students and Year 11 pupils were not just about the academic subjects
available to them but also about the wide range of opportunities available to them. These include enrichment
opportunities such as the Sixth Form football team, Leadership opportunities such as the senior prefect team,
our enterprise work with the Peter Jones Foundation and of course, our once in a life time expeditions.
Our expedition launch process is underway this year and we have chosen eSwatini in southern Africa for our
destination. The rest is down to the students involved as together with our expedition company they plan the
itinerary, decide the activities and the project that they would like to support. Our expedition company is coming
in on Wednesday 20th of November at 5:30pm to talk through how students can sign up and to offer information
and reassurance to parents. We would love to see you there, but if anybody is unable to attend but would like
more information please do contact us.
When deciding what courses to take in Sixth Form it really is important to get as much information as possible
and to make sure that the decision made is an informed one. Next week every Year 11 pupil will get a personal
interview to help give them as much information and guidance as possible to make sure whatever decision they
make is right for them.
Thank you to all the Sixth Form students who supported the event, it really does highlight the sense of community
that we have in the Sixth Form.
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M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

On Monday morning, the 11th day of the 11th month at 11am, the school held its annual act of
remembrance. By observing 2 minutes’ silence, the pupils,students and staff showed their respect
and thanks to all those who died during the First World War and in subsequent conflicts over the last
hundred years. Across the country on Sunday, Remembrance or Poppy Day parades took place in cities,

At Woldgate School, we help pupils to understand the devastating consequences of war, in a variety of subject
areas including History and Religious Studies, and in English lessons through the novel Private Peaceful which we
study in Year 8.
One of the privileges of being a teacher is helping pupils and students to understand the relevance of History in
our lives today. We visited the Belgian and French Battlefields with groups led by our much-missed History teacher, Mrs Amin and laid wreaths at Thiepval Memorial, overawed and humbled by the sheer size of the cemetery and
the numbers of names recorded on the monument for those who were never found.
We asked pupils this week why remembrance is important to them. “The soldiers died for us so we need to remember them. They gave up their lives for us”. “People fought for us and died for us so it is important to remember this.” “They fought for us and died to protect us” “A lot of our families went to war. Husbands, sons, brothers,
dads, everyone. Some even lied about their ages so they could go early. We remember because soldiers sacrificed
themselves for citizens of the future so they can live.” “We also wear poppies to raise money to help the hurt soldiers who came back or for the families who lost someone. The poppies grew on the battlefields in the first world
war.” “It is important to take time to thank those who lost their lives and to remind those in service and veterans
of our gratitude for what they do and have done”
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.
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