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Two weeks ago Year 13 BTEC Applied Science students visited York University to participate in 
a DNA fingerprinting day where they completed practical techniques required for their Diploma 
qualification. This was a fantastic opportunity to work in a highly advanced and sophisticated sci-
ence laboratory which gave the students a taste of what university life will be like for them next 
year. The students used restriction enzymes to separate DNA fragments and then used gel elec-
trophoresis to identify the correct sample out of five from a crime scene. Dr Adrian Harrison, a 
senior lecturer at York University, then described to the students how the scientific principles of 
the techniques that the students had completed are used in forensics and scientific research to 
sequence and identify DNA. The students were all a credit to the school and thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. Many thanks to the York University Biology department for providing 
the opportunity.

Year 13 BTEC Genetic Fingerprinting 
Trip to York University
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

In 2017, Woldgate School became part of the Wolds Learning Partnership. A family of schools, who as 
part of a charitable Trust, work collectively to do the very best for the children in our care.  Over the 
last couple of years, our Trust has also grown, to welcome new schools and over that time we have built 

strong relationships, shared ideas, best practice and worked collaboratively to support our children, from 
age three to nineteen. For me, it has been a joy to see the educational journey and to work with fabulous 
colleagues and our wonderful children, to reflect, learn and work relentlessly to do all we can to ensure 
every child receives the very best education.  

You may also be aware, that over the last few months our schools, except for Melbourne Primary School,  
have been inspected by Ofsted. Some, like Pocklington Junior School and our partner Local Authority school, Longcroft 
School in Beverley, have undergone a full Section 5 Inspection. While others like Stamford Bridge and Woldgate School 
have had a Section 8 Inspection. It is now routine for all Trust schools to be inspected in sequence - our partner school, 
Longcroft, also just happened to be due. We have, therefore, had a rather busy start to the academic year but have, during 
the inspection process, reflected, learned and worked collectively to support each other, as a family would, to undertake 
an open and honest review of the education we provide our children.  

Teaching is a vocation for me and my heart felt desire has driven me every day, to do all I can, to try and provide the 
education I believe every child deserves. A good education transforms lives and with the support of parents, not only 
helps a child grow in knowledge but also as an individual. As they consider those principles that will inform their words 
and actions and alongside their experiences and academic knowledge, will shape their character and allow them to thrive, 
once they leave the safety of our school or Sixth Form, for the wider world. 

Therefore, Ofsted is for me an opportunity, however challenging, to review with fellow professionals, who are also 
experienced Headteachers, an objective view on all we do. I truly love Woldgate School, my children will hopefully attend 
one day, as for me it provides a unique education. When you become attached, the objectivity provided by another is 
helpful and welcome – as you work to prove and evidence all the education you provide to a stranger in a three-day period.  

After four inspections we have reflected, learned and worked with our fellow professionals. The process has been 
demanding, the days very long, but at the end, you are left feeling so very proud, as children, parents and colleagues 
work collectively to bolster you and support our community. Letters from children, parents and colleagues have sought 
to celebrate our work, acknowledge failure at times, but always to speak of our desire to do right. In a world where in the 
media, negatively rules, self comes first and personal opinions are stated as fact, it really does give you hope for the world 
our children will experience. 

The experience for all of our schools, as part of that reflection has reenergised us, to continue our work. We have thought 
very carefully about each lesson, topic and all the knowledge and wisdom a child learns from age three to nineteen. I am 
truly excited, motivated and impatient to take those next steps, as we ensure our ethos remains core to all we do, that 
we seek collectively to continue to build a partnership that will seek to follow each and every child from joining one of 
our Trust primary schools to leaving us at secondary school. It is a huge responsibility and although our work has been 
commended, I am excited by what we can accomplish together, as a partnership, community, with our children, parents 
and my fantastic colleagues. 

I would, therefore, like to thank our pupils, parents and colleagues. I am also sorry that I could not join our 
Year 7 parents on Tuesday (due to Ofsted) as I was very much looking forward to meeting you. Hopefully, we 

might now have a little break from being inspected, for if I did have one improvement I’d like to make 
to the Ofsted process, it would be to leave a few more weeks between each school inspection. 

 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

 

How Drawing Can Boost Student and Pupil Revision

We’ve all heard the saying “a picture is worth a thousand words” - and it seems as though this may 
even be true for student and pupil revision. 

Recent research has shown that the simple act of drawing can not only enhance students’ and 
pupils memory of individual words but also textbook definitions. This subsequently leads to 
improved academic performance. But what makes drawing such an effective revision technique?

Why Students\Pupils Should Draw Their Revision

Research has shown that, in order to create a drawing from a word, students/pupils have 
to elaborate on its meaning. They have to really consider the word to decipher how best to 
represent it, create the necessary motor movements with a pencil and use pictorial processing 
to inspect their drawing once it’s finished. All of these actions allow for the creation of stronger 
memory traces, which makes retrieval at a later stage much easier. Therefore, when revising, 
students should be looking to interact with the material in as many different ways as possible.

Which Revision Techniques Can Drawing Replace?

Students/pupils often just sit and copy their notes from their textbook word for word. However, 
this strategy is one of the worst revision techniques, as it does not require them to elaborate on 
the information, unlike drawing. This reduces the likelihood that they can retrieve the material 
later. Drawing has also been proven to be a much more effective revision technique than 
visualisation. In one particular study, participants were asked to either visualise or draw a picture 
of a study word, before having their ability to recall the information tested. The researchers 
found that drawing led to much higher levels of recall than visualisation alone. Using drawing as 
part of your mind map, along with colours, headings and subheadings, has proved a very effective 
revision technique.

Final Thought

Drawing is a relatively underused revision technique that many students and pupils would never 
consider. However, recent research suggests that all students and pupils should experiment with 
drawing - through the integration of several modes of representation, this technique facilitates 
the creation of stronger memory traces. However, like all revision techniques, drawing should not 
be used in isolation despite its effectiveness, and they should consider using retrieval practice 
and spacing alongside it.

Source: innerdrive.co.uk

Mrs S Smith
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It has been a real pleasure to walk around school and to see so many highly focused and 
engaged Lower School lessons this week.  Pupils have made a positive start to the term 
which is clearly evident for most in the quality of book work and homework produced.  I'd 

like to make a special mention to the Year 7 historians this week who were asked to create 
their own modern take on the Medieval 'Doom Painting': a religious painting that depicts 
heaven and hell.  Pupils came up with some really creative ideas and it led to debates that 
touched on their role as global citizens with regard to plastic waste in oceans and political 
instability being part of what they described.  Well done Year 7 for your excellent efforts and 
in particular to Nancy, Martha and Alice.

I would like to take this opportunity to enlist your support in ensuring pupils come fully equipped to 
lessons.  It is crucial to learning that lessons begin on time and in a purposeful manner, so pupils having 
all the required stationery really aids this.  The full list of stationary is on page 10 of the Pupil Planners 
and I would be grateful, this weekend, if you could check that they have each item.  Pupils can also now 
purchase stationary from the Stationary Shop in school if they require anything. Many thanks for your 
support with this.

loWeR ScHool

Mrs  a Minton
Head of Lower scHooL

Mrs Minton Writes:
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On Monday, Year 11 pupils received their Mock exam results. During registration, they 
had time to reflect on the areas that they were most proud of and what they now 
need to do, in order to make their best academic progress. In lessons, this reflection 

continues as they purple pen the exam papers and find areas needed for further improvement. 
For many pupils, this experience can be an anxious time and so the targeted support from 
staff and you at home in the coming months leading up to the exams, is essential.

To help to support with this, the Woldgate tutorials will commence on Monday 3rd of 
February. This is a cycle of revision sessions and small group tutorials which consist of a 

carousel of focused, subject-specific sessions in small groups, led by senior teachers. All Year 11 pupils 
are invited, and the sessions will take place from 3.35pm to 5.00pm on Mondays 3rd, 10th and 24th 
February, and 2nd, 16th and 23rd March. We will provide free transportation and refreshments for pupils 
to ensure all Year 11 pupils attend.

To further support your child at home, you will also receive a revision topic list for the spring half term 
and a parent guide; these were shared with those who attended the Study Support Evening last week. 
Please see page 8, 9, 10 and 11 for copies of these and look out for your copies in the post. On behalf of 
the staff who presented and supported on the evening, as well as the teaching and support staff who are 
working with your child each day, we would like to thank you for working in partnership with the school, 
in order to make your child become highly successful learners and individuals.

On behalf of the Year 11 team, we would like to congratulate last week’s GCSE POD winners. They were 
invited to breakfast and they will continue to work for a big prize of £25 for the top user.

The winners were: Jake Robinson-Makin, Henry Atkinson, Olivia McCrum, Charlie Taylor, Oliver 
Dunn, Benjamin Deadman, Rebecca Kay, Charlie Davies, Declan Booth–Hudson, Hannah Williams 
and Robert Jesse.

Year 10 pupils have now received their Progress Reviews. On behalf of the Year 10 Tutor Team and staff, 
we would like to thank the pupils for the maturity that they have shown while reflecting on their results. 
As they continue to prepare for end of topic assessments, and leading up to their Mock exams, we 
encourage them to use their time at home revisiting topics already studied and in so doing, begin to gain 
the benefits from a planned programme of revision.

Mrs i atkinson
Head of Upper scHooL

UPPeR ScHool Mrs Atkinson Writes:
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our 

physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well. 

As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health. 

Online safety: Understanding Apps

Over the following few weeks we will focus on on-line safety by providing you with information 
that will hopefully be helpful in keeping your children safe online. We will continue this series 
of articles by focusing on the most popular on-line applications your child may use.

Instagram

What is it used for: Photos and video sharing, content sharing, messaging, live streaming, 
location sharing, online relationships

We recommend: 14+ years minimum.

Instagram is a picture and video sharing app. Users can post content and use hashtags to share 
experiences, thoughts or memories with an online community. You can follow your friends, 
family, celebrities and even companies on Instagram. Instagram allows live streaming.

What do I need to know about Instagram?

We've spoken to children and young people to find out what they think about Instagram. Here's 
what they said:

What do children and young people dislike about it?

9% of the children and young people who reviewed Instagram thought it was unsafe. 

The main things they told us they don’t like about Instagram were:

· People you don’t know can comment on your posts, message you or follow you.

· Sometimes you can see upsetting or inappropriate posts.

· People write mean or bullying comments on your posts.

What do children and young people like about it?

The main things that children and young people told us they like about Instagram were:

· A fun way to see what your friends, family and celebrities are up to.

· It’s easy to communicate with your friends

· You can follow pages with things you’re interested in

· Posting photos and videos in a creative way
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Our Year 13 Senior Prefects have been planning their Sixth Form prom this week. 
It is a really exciting event to look forward to where students get to celebrate 7 
years at Woldgate and get the chance to relax after the hard work they have put 

into their exams. The Sixth Form prom is also about them seeing how they have grown into 
independent young adults. For this reason our Senior Prefect team do all the planning for 
the event, from choosing the venue to making the bookings, deciding on food, music and 
entertainment. A lot of time goes in to the planning of an event for so many people and I 
would like to thank the team for the work they have done so far, it sounds like it is going to 
be an incredible evening.

I would also like to thank parents of our Year 12 students for attending Parents Evening this week. It really 
is a crucial time for Year 12. Their mock exams start straight after the Easter break and the results they 
receive in these exams will impact the predictions that are sent to Universities so it is really important to 
have open and honest conversations with our students.

Year 13 mock exams -begin 3rd February

Year 12 mock exams - begin 20th March

Mr J Hardie
Head of sixtH forM

SiXTH FoRM colleGe Mr Hardie Writes:
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Revision
Strategies to support your child’s revision 

The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create a clear revision plan 
and method of studying that will make them feel in control of their work.  

Tips for revision planning 

• Work out a revision timetable for each subject.  Your child should be revising for at least one hour 
each evening, and more at weekends. 

• Break revision time into small chunks - hour-long sessions with short breaks at the end of each session 
often work well 

• Make sure your child has all the essential books and materials 

•  Buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting 

• Go through school notes with your child or listen while they explain a topic they have revised. 

• Test your child on key terms, names or definitions etc using revision cards 

• Time your child's attempts at practice papers, and talk through their answers with them. 

Providing all-round support 

The best way to support your child during the stress of revision and exams is to make home life as calm 
and pleasant as possible. It helps if other members of the household are aware that your child may be 
under pressure and that allowances should be made for this. 

Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at 
regular intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's important 
to have a change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also encourage your 
child to take regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind before the next 
revision session. 

Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counter-
productive and will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision. 

It's important to get a good night's sleep before an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to 
cram, using their phone or tablet or playing computer games.  Make sure he or she eats a good breakfast 
on the morning of the exam. 

Treats and rewards 

Some children are 'bribed' to do well in exams and are offered cash or gifts to achieve good grades. But 
bribery is not a good idea as it implies that the only worthwhile reward for hard work is money and that 
you don’t trust your child to work hard. Negative messages like these will affect your child’s sense of 
self-worth. 

Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to please you. Explain 
that exams aren't an end in themselves but a gateway to the next stage of life – to Sixth Form, college or 
work. Good results are themselves the best reward for hard work and will make your child proud of his 
or her achievements. 

Make sure your child knows you're interested in their work and that you'll be proud if they do well. 
Although bribery isn't advisable, it's fine to provide small treats by way of encouragement - 

perhaps a piece of cake or some biscuits after a chunk of revision has been completed. The 
end of exams can be celebrated with a treat that everyone can look forward to, such as a meal 

out or a trip to the cinema. 



9Friday 24 January 2020 issue 197

The following are just some suggestions for effective revision strategies: 

1. Create a Revision Timetable: Building a revision timetable can add structure to your revision and 
help you identify which GCSE subjects you need to prioritise to get better marks. Creating a revi-
sion timetable is a great way to organise your study time, plus it also helps boost your motivation to 
revise for your exams. 

2. Take regular study breaks: There is no point forcing yourself to study for hours upon hours as this 
will not result in a positive outcome. Taking regular study breaks and exercising is proven to engag-
ing your brain in studying and improve your exam performance in the long-run. 

3. Use GCSEPod: All pupils have access to GCSEPod; a website of short revision videos on a wide range 
of GCSE subjects and topics.  Each video is usually 3 or 4 minutes long, and covers a key aspect of 
the course, from History to Maths.  Pupils can log onto www.gcsepod.com or the GCSEPod App with 
their school username and password.  

4. Use Mind Maps to connect ideas: If you find it difficult to remember lots of terms, dates, names etc, 
Mind Maps may be the key to improving your memory. The theory behind mind mapping explains 
that making associations by connecting ideas helps you to memorise information easier and quicker. 

5. Understand Your Learning Style: Everyone thinks that there is a best way to study but the reality 
is that each person is different. Once you understand whether you are a visual, auditory, reading/
writing or kinaesthetic learner, then remembering and recalling new information will become much 
easier. Practice will also tell you if you work better studying during the night or in the morning/day-
time. 

6. Practice, Practice, Practice: One of the biggest recommendations that past pupils recommend is to 
do as many GCSE past papers as you can. Practising past papers will help you get familiar with the 
exam format, question style, time pressure and overall improve your ability to retrieve information 
quicker.  Talk to your teacher if you need help obtaining past papers. 

7. Revise with friends: Revising with friends can help to make revision fun and interesting.  You can 
teach each other about topics, explain your learning and test each other on key information. 

8. Variation of revision activities: Mix up your study habits and methods by listening to podcasts, 
watching videos or documentaries (particularly GCSEPod), moving to new study area or even some-
thing as simple as using different colours for your study notes.

9. Adapt for Different GCSE Subjects: It may seem obvious but many students try to study for differ-
ent subjects using the same study methods. Your GCSE revision should take account of the differ-
ence between your subjects and the challenges they represent.  For example, Flashcards are an 
ideal study aid to help you prepare for subjects such as Science where you need to remember key 
definition, while Mind Maps are ideal for revising English Literature.

Top Revision Tips and Strategies for Pupils 



www.woldgate.netIssue 197

We would like to do all that we can to support you and your child with their revision at home.  Be-
low you will find a list of topics identified by our Heads of Department that offers a guide to the 
best sequence to cover prior material in order to make the best links to classwork and to pace your 
child's revision over the coming months.  We will update this each half term and do hope that it will 
be a useful resource in managing your child's time and workload.

Pupils should aim to be revising at least one hour per subject per week.

YeaR 11 ReViSioN ToPic liST
SPRiNG HalF TeRM 1

Week beginning 20/01/2020 27/01/2020 03/02/2020 10/02/2020

Art

AO3 Record – 
OBSERVATIONAL DRAWING 
FROM PRIMARY PHOTOS.  
Sketch, paint and produce 
detailed drawings based on 
your primary sources. 
At least 3 studies needed.

AO3 Record – 
OBSERVATIONAL DRAWINGS 
FROM SECONDARY IMAGES. 
Sketch, paint and produce 
detailed drawings based on 
your primary sources. 
At least 3 studies needed.

AO3 Record – DRAWINGS IN 
STYLE OF ARTISTS
Sketch, paint and produce 
detailed drawings based on 
your artists. Use your own 
photos and re-work in their 
style.
At least 3 studies needed.

AO1 Develop – 
EXPERIMENTAL 
WORKSHOPS: PHOTOPLUS 
1x Computer Lesson
You must have evidence of 
at least 9 digital 
manipulations of primary 
and secondary sources. 
Develop at least one 
manipulation into a drawing 
and painting.

Mathematics

Higher - Expressions and 
factorising, including 
quadratics and difference of 
2 squares
Foundation - Expressions 
and factorising, including 
quadratics 

Higher - laws of indices, 
including negative and 
fractional indices 
Foundation - laws of indices 
and standard form

Higher - Pythagoras and 
trigonometry including 
exact trig values
Foundation - Pythagoras 
and trigonometry

Higher - Simultaneous 
equations and algebraic 
fractions
Foundation - Simultaneous 
equations

English Revise English Language  P2 
– Q3

Revise English Language  P2 
– Q4

Revise English Language  P2 
– Q5

Produce a revision resource 
that includes details of the 
writer's big ideas for the 
seven conflict-themed 
poems. (Remains, Kamikaze, 
Poppies, Bayonet Charge, 
Charge of the Light Brigade, 
Exposure, War 
Photographer).

Biology Double and Triple

Watch GCSE Pod and online 
videos of the required 
practicals for paper 1 and 
make revision cards. 

Revisit the Cells and 
Microscopy booklet.

Purple pen the Cells and 
Microscopy booklet from 
last week's homework and 
lessons.

Revise mitosis and stem 
cells.  A booklet will be 
issued in class to help with 
this.

Physics Double and Triple Complete flashcards on 
Paper 2 equations.

Learn key units for 
calculations.

Revisit rearranging 
equations.

Write a method for the 
required practical - this is 
based on a past question.

Chemistry Double and Triple
Review your mock paper 
and identify revision topics 
using Concept Brain.

Create revision notes on 
energy changes.

Create revision notes on 
electrolysis.

Work through the Rates of 
Reaction booklet issued in 
class.

History

Week 1 – GCSE POD - The 
Origins of the Cold War - 5 
Pods.  Yalta and Potsdam 
Conferences, The Iron 
Curtain, Ideological 
Differences, The Truman 
Doctrine and Marshall Plan, 
The Berlin Blockade.

Week 2 - GCSE POD - The 
Development of the Cold 
War - 4 Pods  Events in Asia, 
The Arms Race, The Space 
Race, NATO

Week 3 - GCSE POD - The 
Development of the Cold 
War - 4 Pods The U-2 Crisis, 
The Vietnam War, Hungary 
1956, The Warsaw Pact

Week 4 - GCSE POD - 
Transformation of the Cold 
War - 5 Pods, SALT, The 
Berlin Wall, The Cuban 
Missile Crisis, 
Czechoslovakia 1968, 
Détente.

YEAR 11 REVISION TOPIC LIST

SPRING HALF TERM 1
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Geography

Purple pen mock exam and 
rewrite your lowest mark 
long answer question (e.g. 6 
or 8 mark questions).

Create a fortune teller to 
revise place specific detail 
for Zambia

Create a revision poster 
about Bottom up vs. Top 
down development –   use 
examples you have studied 
and say which you think is 
the most sustainable. 

Write a short article to 
explain how countries 
develop over time (i.e. 
Rostow’s modernisation 
theory). Use evidence to 
suggest which stage Zambia 
is in.

Drama

Re-read and revise An 
Inspector Calls in 
preparation for seeing the 
play.

Write up notes from seeing 
An Inspector Calls and 
annotate extracts chosen 
for the written exam.

Carry out extra research on 
play characters from the 
script extracts provided in 
lesson.

Re-read Blood Brothers and 
add revision notes and 
annotations to the text.

PE The Skeletal System, 
Components of Fitness

Player Violence, Ethics in 
Sport (Sportsmanship/ 
Gamesmanship)

 Respiratory System, Aerobic 
and Anaerobic Exercise

Social Groups and Barriers 
to Participation

Spanish

Purple Pen on Mock + 
completion of vocabulary 
gapfill document 
Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Viva Module 1: 
Travel and Tourism

Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Viva Module 2: 
School                                                   
Practice Exam Questions 
(listening, reading, 
translation and/or writing) 
related to Viva Module 1: 
Travel and Tourism

Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Viva Module 3: 
Family / Relationships and 
Technology                                
Practice Exam Questions 
(listening, reading, 
translation and/or writing) 
related to Viva Module 2: 
School

Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Viva Module 4: 
Free Time                                                
Practice Exam Questions 
(listening, reading, 
translation and/or writing) 
related to Viva Module 3: 
Family / Relationships and 
Technology

French

Purple Pen on Mock + 
completion of vocabulary 
gapfill document 
Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Studio Module 
1: Family/Relationships

Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Studio Module 
2: Free Time and Technology                                                
Practice Exam Questions 
(listening, reading, 
translation and/or writing) 
related to Studio Module 1: 
Family/Relationships

Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Studio Module 
3: Festivals and Traditions                                                   
Practice Exam Questions 
(listening, reading, 
translation and/or writing) 
related to Studio Module 2: 
Free Time and Technology

Memrise.com vocabulary 
learning for Studio Module 
4: Home, Town and Local 
Area                                               
Practice Exam Questions 
(listening, reading, 
translation and/or writing) 
related to Studio Module 3: 
Festivals and Traditions

RE The incarnation, Last days of 
Jesus’ life

Nature of Salvation, 
Christian eschatology -

The problem of evil and 
suffering, Solutions to evil 
and suffering. Make a mind 
map of the different sources 
of authority you could use in 
this section for the exam.

Marriage, Sexual 
relationships.  Plan for the 
question: “ Same- sex 
marriage is wrong”

Computer Science

Revise the 4 computational 
thinking terms and give 
there definitions. Students 
with targets greater than a 
six should be able to 
recognise where 
computational thinking has 
been used.

Revise all the common 
network protocols and their 
purpose.

Revise the definition of 
analogue data and why it 
needs converting to digital. 
They need to be able to 
explain what sampling is and 
the relevance of sample 
frequency and sample 
resolution to file size

Revise definitions for high / 
low level programming. And 
give for and against for 
each.

Product Design

New and emerging 
technologies - critical 
evaluation and planned 
obsolescence.

New and emerging 
technologies - industry of 
enterprise, sustainability 
and the environment.

New and emerging 
technologies - people, 
culture, and society.  
Inclusive design.

New and emerging 
technologies - production 
techniques.  CAD Cam.  
Commercial printing 
processes.



Dance Showcase

On Thursday I had the pleasure of taking our Year 7 and 8 dancers to a Dance Showcase at 
Snaith School. Over 75 performers attended the showcase from schools such as Market 
Weighton, Snaith, Goole and Woldgate. As soon as we entered the stage was set. Profes-
sional lighting was shining on the stage, the wings were cleared and ready for entrances 
and exits and 75 faces were sat waiting excitedly in the audience. Our performance was 
a contemporary dance piece, performed to Karl Jenkins, Palladio. The girls have been 
rehearsing and practising the piece after school on a Wednesday ready for the showcase 
since September at Dance Club. When our turn came, the girls professional walked onto 
the stage, in complete silence, lined up in formation in the wings, ready to enter and to 
perform. The music started and the girls came to life. They showed a professionalism on 
that stage that I have not yet had the pleasure of seeing. They were truly outstanding 
and showed the other performers and schools that they were a force to be reckoned 
with. I am so excited to see what they can produce next, which will hopefully be bigger 
and better than before. 

Miss Wilkinson



World Amateur Snooker Championship

It is always good to celebrate ex pupils achievements and this week we were very pleased to 
welcome back Ashley Hugill.

Ashley had a keen interest in snooker when at Woldgate and was released for training days when 
in Year 9 and 10. As a result of some very hard work and application he has just won the World 
Amateur Snooker Championship in Malta! Ashley won 7500 Euros and a 2 year card for the pro-
fessional circuit.

It was lovely to see him and we all wish him well for his future.

Good luck Ashley!
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T he third Sunday in January is known as World Religions’ Day. It was initially started by 
followers of the Bahá’í faith. Bahá’ís believe that all religions have common features and 
that all religions should be respected. It was first known as being a day for World Peace 

Through World Religion in the state of Maine, United States, in 1947. By 1949, the event was 
being held at other communities in the US. It became known as World Religion Day in 1950. 
It was decided that for one day a year, all religions should be celebrated and their similarities 
appreciated.

At Woldgate School in Religious Studies’ lessons, we start in Year 7 by researching the major religions of 
the world. We found that there are six major religions: Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism and 
Sikhism. These are the most widely practised religions in the world. We learnt that nearly seventy-five per 
cent of the world practices one of these six religions.

During the Year 7 Parents’ Evening last Thursday, pupils enjoyed telling parents what they had learnt about 
the different places of worship, holy books and how the religions started. Having looked at Christianity in 
the first term, Year 7 are now finding out about Judaism and the various artifacts and symbols which are 
important to Jews. Pupils were amazed at the length of the scroll or Torah and used a Yad to point to the 
Hebrew words. The boys tried on a Kippah or cap and they all discovered that the Tallit or shawl has knots 
in the fringes to remind Jewish people of the Ten Commandments.

At Woldgate School, we believe that pupils have an experience of the diversity of life and faiths which make 
the World such an interesting place to live.
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