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Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2020 marks 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau.
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 is “Stand Together”
“Don’t be content in your life just to do no wrong, be prepared everyday to try and do some good”
(Sir Nicholas Winton, who rescued 669 children from Nazi-occupied Europe.)
Holocaust Memorial Day also marks the 25th anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia.
Genocidal regimes throughout history have deliberately fractured societies by marginalising
certain groups. Now more than ever, we need to stand Together with others in our communities
in order to stop division and the spread of hatred in our society
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I
M r J B ritton

Headteacher’s Welcome

can remember many lessons from my school days, and most are related to an inspirational teacher, a
school visit or activity that inspired me. I can remember at lunch and breaktimes, being glued to a BBC
Microcomputer, the first in school and learning basic programming to control a plotter. If I managed
successfully to get my coding correct then the plotter would (more times than not), jump into life and by
controlling a pen start to draw an image on the paper. I can remember spending many happy hours aged
11 drawing basic shapes and quickly with practise started to become someone who could teach my fellow
pupils.

Headteacher

I was inspired by the activity and with the teacher’s guidance continued to develop an interest in computers
and programming. Very soon, much to the dismay of my parents, I was building computers from scratch in my bedroom,
installing software and constantly upgrading.
It developed within me a passion and I invested hours, days, weeks and years in my new-found interest. I became more
capable as my knowledge and understanding grew alongside my interest in science and maths. As common sense would
dictate, the more I did the better (with good teaching) I became. I owe a lot to a great teacher and a BBC Microcomputer on
a red trolley with a plotter.
When I look back at that journey, to eventually studying Civil Engineering, I am reminded how, at primary school building
circuits and using logic gates to programming at secondary school, my talents had not only been recognised by my teachers
but also developed through the opportunities I was given. I met the teacher many years later, when I myself was training to
teach and his impact was such that I could not find the words to vocalise my utter gratitude to this man who had taught me,
and gave up his time outside of lessons.
I suppose from the experiences I describe, you might conclude that we all need a eureka moment within our education and
I only wish that could be so. It is, for me, a belief that we need to do all we can through our teaching to know each individual
child and to identify within them, those talents and passions that will help forge a career or develop a lifetime interest. I
would truly hope that would be the case, but I find it equally interesting why I succeeded in my chosen field of study.
‘Education is the kindling of the flame, not the filling of a vessel’ Socrates.
I loved learning. I devoured work that was given to me. I spent hours outside of lessons, I read ahead and purchased books
to read around the topic. In reflection, I realise that within me became a determination to be the best in my class and I
was aware that others were also learning quickly and therefore, to stay ahead I needed to give my all. Soon, the habits I
developed within these subjects spread and the investment of time and energy became the norm. I suppose my work ethic,
in reflection, was already well formed from watching my parents, but it established within me a desire to do the best I could
and if that was not good enough, then at least I would take solace in the fact I had given my all and try again, next time.
‘Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire’ William Butler Yeats.
I will remain ever grateful to the teacher who within me set the fire burning, as even to this day it still drives my passion for
my subject and teaching. It is though, the work and time I invested outside of lessons, the many evenings, weekends and
holidays I worked, that brought my success as I read around my learning. Whatever the subject, it is that work ethic
that, with guidance, has helped my knowledge to grow and helped to shaped my experience. For all of our
children, it is the commitment inside the classroom and also outside, that will help them shape their futures.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Instilling a love of reading
· Do you read aloud to your children purely for enjoyment?
· Are you reading a range of text types?
· Do you discuss your own reading preferences, experiences and recommendations with your children?
Studies have shown that as children grow older the adults in their lives, both at school and at home, stop
reading to them just for enjoyment.
When they are little we would read such classics as ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’, ‘The Gruffalo’ and ‘We’re
going on a Bear Hunt’ with gusto, and would even manage to do a few different voices for the characters.
Even students and pupils who didn't seem to enjoy English seemed to enjoy listening to these stories.
A recent large-scale study concluded reading for pleasure has ‘a powerful influence on children’s
learning’, particularly in developing vocabulary, but also on spelling and maths skills.
'Reading for pleasure made a substantial difference [on intellectual progress] – the difference made was
around four times greater than the difference made by having a parent with a degree' (Sullivan, 2014).
Unfortunately, all too soon we, often with the best intentions, stop reading aloud to our children.
Twenty-three per cent of parents said they stopped reading books aloud to their children before the age
of nine, the reasons being: ‘My child was old enough to read on his/her own’; ‘My child wanted to read
independently’; and ‘I wanted to promote independent reading’.
Looking at things from the child’s perspective offers a different story. Most children don’t really want
their parents or carers to stop reading to them the main reason was because it’s special time with their
family. Many said they got to listen to books that might have been too hard for them.
So, how can educators and parents encourage youngsters to read for fun in school and at home?
In the English Department here at Woldgate we are working hard to foster a love of reading among our
students and pupils by setting aside lesson time for independent reading and some time to read aloud
(just for the fun of it) without it always being tied to tasks and the curriculum.
We can choose a variety of text types and lengths – short stories, picture books, poetry, novels,
autobiographies and historical diaries – sometimes reading a complete book over a period of time or just
an extract, opening chapter, or description of a character or setting.
By reading both fiction and non-fiction texts students and pupils are reassured that you value both.
I recall saying to my students and pupils with Stone Cold [a novel for young adults] “I can’t tell you why
because it would be a plot spoiler, but I was really angry when I finished this book”. I then read the
opening chapter to them. Later that day, the librarian laughed and said: “You should have warned me. All
your students and pupils want to borrow Stone Cold and I only have one copy in the library”.’
Simply making time available during day for free reading individually or being read to will help.
Remember the English department is currently running a competition called ‘Get Caught Reading’ ask
Form Tutors or English teachers for further details.

Mrs S Smith

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 31 January 2020
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mrs Minton Writes:

W

ith this week marking the 75th year since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau,
we have been remembering the victims of the Holocaust during Lower School
Assemblies. Pupils reflected on what it must have been like to be torn from home
in such a brutal way. I am really grateful to Mrs Shearing for sharing the following spotlight
on Year 7 R.S and I am proud of the way our pupils have engaged with such a sobering topic.

For the last eighteen years the Religious Studies Department have taken Year 9 pupils to
the National Holocaust Centre and Museum (Beth Shalom) in Nottinghamshire, to support
their work in the GCSE course. Pupils in Year 9 also get an opportunity to meet Arek Hersch
a Holocaust survivor at the end of the school year, as part of their work in History.
M rs A M inton

Head of Lower School

This week, Year 7 pupils in their Religious Studies lessons, as part of their work on Judaism, have looked
at what the Holocaust was and the story of Anne Frank.
Martha M of 7BTH writes :
“ We have been learning about the Holocaust in our lessons and it was very interesting to find out about
the story of Anne Frank. She had to hide away in the war years – just because she was Jewish. She was
not treated equally or excepted, just because of her religion “
Some Year 7 pupils, such as Ruby R in Year 7 have began to read the story of Anne Frank, to find out a
little more about her story. Mrs Geary has also given all pupils in Year 7 a booklet explaining all about the
Holocaust and Holocaust Memorial Day.

At age 11, Arek Hersh was taken by Nazis to a
small church in his hometown of Sieradz along
with his family and members of the Jewish
community. There, Arek was separated from his
family and would never see them again. Arek
survived his time in two ghettos and several
Concentration Camps, before being liberated at
age 16. Almost all of his family were murdered
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UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Atkinson Writes:

T
M rs I Atkinson

his is Lucy H, a most famous Year 11 pupil! She is reaching for the stars and beyond.
Lucy is a Clay Pigeon shooter who is in the Great Britain Team. She trains every weekend
and is an absolute star! Her most recent event was in Malaga on the 25th and 26th of
January, 2020, where she competed in the Costa Del Sol Junior Competition. She gained
a Gold Medal and this may lead to selection for the Olympics in Tokyo this year. We would
like to congratulate Lucy on her most amazing achievement and wish her the best in the
upcoming events in Portugal.

Head of Upper School

The Woldgate Tutorials begin on Monday. Please be reminded that all Year 11 pupils are
expected to attend. Staff are looking forward to sharing their expertise and continuing to engage with
the pupils to further support their learning.
Last week's GCSEpod winners are: Henry Atkinson, Ritchie Dunham, Olivia Rogers, Shannon Ellie
Shuttleworth, Charlie Taylor, Amy James, Benjamin Deadman, Elspeth Steele, Georgie Taylor and Olivia
McCrum.
Please be reminded that the Year 9 Options Evening is next Thursday, February 6th.
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.
Revision tips to maintain good mental health
Being well prepared for your exams is the best way to overcome stress and anxiety, and gives
you the best chance of getting good grades. Below are some tips and strategies to use to help
maintain your mental health whilst revising effectively:
· Make a realistic revision schedule. Work out how much you have to do and the time you have
to do it in, then break it down into manageable chunks. Aim to do a few hours of revision each
day, and mix up your subjects so you don't get bored.
· Find a revision style that suits you. Studying alone in a quiet room suits some people, but not
everyone likes working in silence. Try playing music quietly in the background, or revising with
a friend (but don't let them distract you!).
· Customise your notes to make them more personal. Experiment with colour coding, notes on
postcards, diagrams or whatever helps you learn your topic.
· Make sure you understand everything. If you come across something you don't understand,
try to find a new source of information that will help you understand it. Just memorising it
won't help you in your exam. Always ask your teacher or a friend for help if you need it.
· Look at past exam papers. It means you can familiarise yourself with the layout and type of
questions you'll be asked. Practise completing exam papers in the set time limit to improve
your exam technique.
· Take regular short breaks. Studying for hours and hours will only make you tired and ruin your
concentration, which may make you even more anxious. A break every 45 to 60 minutes is about
right.
· Reward yourself. For example, you could take a long bath or watch a film once you have finished
your revision session.
· Do something physical. When you're not revising, use your spare time to get away from your
books and do something active. Exercise is good for taking your mind off stress and keeping
you positive, and it will help you sleep better.
· Ask for help. If you're feeling stressed, it's important to talk to someone you trust, such as a
family member, teacher or a friend. Lots of people find exams difficult to deal with, so don't be
embarrassed to ask for support.
Mr Sloman
Deputy Head for Care and Achievement
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mr Hardie Writes:

T

his week when visiting Sixth Form lessons I have been thinking about how different
they are to when I was at school. For my A Levels I studied Maths, Physics, Chemistry
and Economics so I always enjoy seeing Maths Science and Business lessons due to the
overlap with my own experience and having the safety net of understanding everything that
is being said. I always enjoyed these subjects and loved the black and white nature of the
content that is studied, as I have got older though I find myself wanting to step outside my
comfort zone more and I find it fascinating to learn about subjects that I didn’t particularly
M JH
enjoy when I was at school. I find myself much more engaged with different subjects now
H
S
F
and when I visit lessons and see students sat round a table discussing topics or see teachers
using creative ways to explain new concepts I often think that I would have enjoyed other subjects more
at school if I had the same opportunities at school.
r

ead of

ardie

ixth

orm

For our students they often find it hard to step outside of their comfort zone; with the biggest barrier
often being asking for support. A Level and BTEC study is extremely challenging and even the most
confident of students will encounter problems along the way. When our students do have difficulties,
they need to speak to subject teachers, sometimes this may be an individual question or sometimes it
might be a more general problem with their courses. It may feel like a hurdle to overcome but once they
make the first step in speaking to somebody they inevitably grow in confidence when they have been
given some help. Our most successful students are those who master this skill early and who make the
most of the support that is available to them. So particularly in the lead up to mock and real exams I
would encourage all students to step outside their comfort zones and speak to teachers about their
progress and what they can do to improve.
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Revision
Strategies to support your child’s revision
The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create a clear revision plan
and method of studying that will make them feel in control of their work.
Tips for revision planning
•

Work out a revision timetable for each subject. Your child should be revising for at least one hour
each evening, and more at weekends.

•

Break revision time into small chunks - hour-long sessions with short breaks at the end of each session
often work well

•

Make sure your child has all the essential books and materials

•

Buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting

•

Go through school notes with your child or listen while they explain a topic they have revised.

•

Test your child on key terms, names or definitions etc using revision cards

•

Time your child's attempts at practice papers, and talk through their answers with them.

Providing all-round support
The best way to support your child during the stress of revision and exams is to make home life as calm
and pleasant as possible. It helps if other members of the household are aware that your child may be
under pressure and that allowances should be made for this.
Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at
regular intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's important
to have a change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also encourage your
child to take regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind before the next
revision session.
Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counterproductive and will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision.
It's important to get a good night's sleep before an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to
cram, using their phone or tablet or playing computer games. Make sure he or she eats a good breakfast
on the morning of the exam.
Treats and rewards
Some children are 'bribed' to do well in exams and are offered cash or gifts to achieve good grades. But
bribery is not a good idea as it implies that the only worthwhile reward for hard work is money and that
you don’t trust your child to work hard. Negative messages like these will affect your child’s sense of
self-worth.
Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to please you. Explain
that exams aren't an end in themselves but a gateway to the next stage of life – to Sixth Form, college or
work. Good results are themselves the best reward for hard work and will make your child proud of his
or her achievements.
Make sure your child knows you're interested in their work and that you'll be proud if they do well.
Although bribery isn't advisable, it's fine to provide small treats by way of encouragement perhaps a piece of cake or some biscuits after a chunk of revision has been completed. The
end of exams can be celebrated with a treat that everyone can look forward to, such as a meal
out or a trip to the cinema.
Issue 198
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Top Revision Tips and Strategies for Pupils
The following are just some suggestions for effective revision strategies:
1. Create a Revision Timetable: Building a revision timetable can add structure to your revision and
help you identify which GCSE subjects you need to prioritise to get better marks. Creating a revision timetable is a great way to organise your study time, plus it also helps boost your motivation to
revise for your exams.
2. Take regular study breaks: There is no point forcing yourself to study for hours upon hours as this
will not result in a positive outcome. Taking regular study breaks and exercising is proven to engaging your brain in studying and improve your exam performance in the long-run.
3. Use GCSEPod: All pupils have access to GCSEPod; a website of short revision videos on a wide range
of GCSE subjects and topics. Each video is usually 3 or 4 minutes long, and covers a key aspect of
the course, from History to Maths. Pupils can log onto www.gcsepod.com or the GCSEPod App with
their school username and password.
4. Use Mind Maps to connect ideas: If you find it difficult to remember lots of terms, dates, names etc,
Mind Maps may be the key to improving your memory. The theory behind mind mapping explains
that making associations by connecting ideas helps you to memorise information easier and quicker.
5. Understand Your Learning Style: Everyone thinks that there is a best way to study but the reality
is that each person is different. Once you understand whether you are a visual, auditory, reading/
writing or kinaesthetic learner, then remembering and recalling new information will become much
easier. Practice will also tell you if you work better studying during the night or in the morning/daytime.
6. Practice, Practice, Practice: One of the biggest recommendations that past pupils recommend is to
do as many GCSE past papers as you can. Practising past papers will help you get familiar with the
exam format, question style, time pressure and overall improve your ability to retrieve information
quicker. Talk to your teacher if you need help obtaining past papers.
7. Revise with friends: Revising with friends can help to make revision fun and interesting. You can
teach each other about topics, explain your learning and test each other on key information.
8. Variation of revision activities: Mix up your study habits and methods by listening to podcasts,
watching videos or documentaries (particularly GCSEPod), moving to new study area or even something as simple as using different colours for your study notes.
9. Adapt for Different GCSE Subjects: It may seem obvious but many pupils try to study for different
subjects using the same study methods. Your GCSE revision should take account of the difference
between your subjects and the challenges they represent. For example, Flashcards are an ideal
study aid to help you prepare for subjects such as Science where you need to remember key definition, while Mind Maps are ideal for revising English Literature.
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YEAR 11 REVISION TOPIC LIST
Spring half term 1
We would like to do all that we can to support you and your child with their revision at home. Below you will find a list of topics identified by our Heads of Department that offers a guide to the
best sequence to cover prior material in order to make the best links to classwork and to pace your
YEAR revision
11 REVISION
TOPIC
LIST
child's
over the
coming
months. We will update this each half term and do hope that it will
be a useful resource in managing your child's time and workload.
SPRING HALF TERM 1

Pupils should aim to be revising at least one hour per subject per week.
Week beginning

20/01/2020

27/01/2020

03/02/2020

10/02/2020

Art

AO3 Record – DRAWINGS IN
AO3 Record –
AO3 Record –
STYLE OF ARTISTS
OBSERVATIONAL DRAWING OBSERVATIONAL DRAWINGS
Sketch, paint and produce
FROM PRIMARY PHOTOS.
FROM SECONDARY IMAGES.
detailed drawings based on
Sketch, paint and produce Sketch, paint and produce
your artists. Use your own
detailed drawings based on detailed drawings based on
photos and re-work in their
your primary sources.
your primary sources.
style.
At least 3 studies needed.
At least 3 studies needed.
At least 3 studies needed.

AO1 Develop –
EXPERIMENTAL
WORKSHOPS: PHOTOPLUS
1x Computer Lesson
You must have evidence of
at least 9 digital
manipulations of primary
and secondary sources.
Develop at least one
manipulation into a drawing
and painting.

Mathematics

Higher - Expressions and
factorising, including
quadratics and difference of
2 squares
Foundation - Expressions
and factorising, including
quadratics

Higher - Simultaneous
equations and algebraic
fractions
Foundation - Simultaneous
equations

English

Produce a revision resource
that includes details of the
writer's big ideas for the
seven conflict-themed
Revise English Language P2 Revise English Language P2 Revise English Language P2
poems. (Remains, Kamikaze,
– Q3
– Q4
– Q5
Poppies, Bayonet Charge,
Charge of the Light Brigade,
Exposure, War
Photographer).

Biology Double and Triple

Watch GCSE Pod and online
Revisit the Cells and
videos of the required
Microscopy booklet.
practicals for paper 1 and
make revision cards.

Purple pen the Cells and
Microscopy booklet from
last week's homework and
lessons.

Revise mitosis and stem
cells. A booklet will be
issued in class to help with
this.

Physics Double and Triple

Complete flashcards on
Paper 2 equations.

Learn key units for
calculations.

Revisit rearranging
equations.

Write a method for the
required practical - this is
based on a past question.

Chemistry Double and Triple

Review your mock paper
and identify revision topics
using Concept Brain.

Create revision notes on
energy changes.

Create revision notes on
electrolysis.

Work through the Rates of
Reaction booklet issued in
class.

History

Week 1 – GCSE POD - The
Origins of the Cold War - 5
Pods. Yalta and Potsdam
Conferences, The Iron
Curtain, Ideological
Differences, The Truman
Doctrine and Marshall Plan,
The Berlin Blockade.

Week 2 - GCSE POD - The
Development of the Cold
War - 4 Pods Events in Asia,
The Arms Race, The Space
Race, NATO

Week 3 - GCSE POD - The
Development of the Cold
War - 4 Pods The U-2 Crisis,
The Vietnam War, Hungary
1956, The Warsaw Pact

Week 4 - GCSE POD Transformation of the Cold
War - 5 Pods, SALT, The
Berlin Wall, The Cuban
Missile Crisis,
Czechoslovakia 1968,
Détente.

Higher - laws of indices,
including negative and
fractional indices
Foundation - laws of indices
and standard form
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Create a revision poster
about Bottom up vs. Top
down development – use
examples you have studied
and say which you think is
the most sustainable.

Write a short article to
explain how countries
develop over time (i.e.
Rostow’s modernisation
theory). Use evidence to
suggest which stage Zambia
is in.

Geography

Purple pen mock exam and
Create a fortune teller to
rewrite your lowest mark
revise place specific detail
long answer question (e.g. 6
for Zambia
or 8 mark questions).

Drama

Re-read and revise An
Inspector Calls in
preparation for seeing the
play.

Write up notes from seeing
An Inspector Calls and
annotate extracts chosen
for the written exam.

Carry out extra research on
Re-read Blood Brothers and
play characters from the
add revision notes and
script extracts provided in
annotations to the text.
lesson.

PE

The Skeletal System,
Components of Fitness

Player Violence, Ethics in
Sport (Sportsmanship/
Gamesmanship)

Respiratory System, Aerobic Social Groups and Barriers
and Anaerobic Exercise
to Participation

Purple Pen on Mock +
completion of vocabulary
gapfill document
Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 1:
Travel and Tourism

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 2:
School
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Viva Module 1:
Travel and Tourism

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 3:
Family / Relationships and
Technology
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Viva Module 2:
School

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 4:
Free Time
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Viva Module 3:
Family / Relationships and
Technology

Purple Pen on Mock +
completion of vocabulary
gapfill document
Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
1: Family/Relationships

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
2: Free Time and Technology
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Studio Module 1:
Family/Relationships

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
3: Festivals and Traditions
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Studio Module 2:
Free Time and Technology

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
4: Home, Town and Local
Area
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Studio Module 3:
Festivals and Traditions

RE

The incarnation, Last days of Nature of Salvation,
Jesus’ life
Christian eschatology -

The problem of evil and
suffering, Solutions to evil
and suffering. Make a mind
map of the different sources
of authority you could use in
this section for the exam.

Marriage, Sexual
relationships. Plan for the
question: “ Same- sex
marriage is wrong”

Computer Science

Revise the 4 computational
thinking terms and give
there definitions. Students
Revise all the common
with targets greater than a
network protocols and their
six should be able to
purpose.
recognise where
computational thinking has
been used.

Revise the definition of
analogue data and why it
needs converting to digital.
They need to be able to
explain what sampling is and
the relevance of sample
frequency and sample
resolution to file size

Revise definitions for high /
low level programming. And
give for and against for
each.

Product Design

New and emerging
technologies - critical
evaluation and planned
obsolescence.

New and emerging
technologies - people,
culture, and society.
Inclusive design.

New and emerging
technologies - production
techniques. CAD Cam.
Commercial printing
processes.

Spanish

French
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Wolgate Sport!
Football
The English School's Football competition continued on Monday with the Year 8 team travelling to play against St Robert of Newminster School in Tyne and Wear. Mr Clarke took the boys
at break to start the journey up north to see if they could end up being victorious once more.
Unfortunately the road ended there for the squad with the score at full time ending on 3-0. A
fabulous effort to get to the final 16 in the country for U13 Football and no doubt the comeback will start once more in the next academic year in September.

Cross Country
Mr Rees and myself took 30 pupils from Year 7-11 to the Yorkshire and Humber round of Cross
Country at Central Park in Scunthorpe on Tuesday. The pupils had qualified either as individuals or as a team from the previous East Riding round at Cottingham before Christmas. The pupils knew they had a big task on their hands as finishing in the top 15 meant they had a chance
to make the English School's Cross Country round in Liverpool in March. This was a tough
challenge as there were over 80 runners in each race representing East Riding, Humberside
and North Lincolnshire, which is a lot of runners to overtake and compete against. All pupils
gave it their absolute best, running their heart out and some running distances over 5k. Every
single pupil in the squad represented Woldgate fantastically and were an absolute pleasure
to take with us. Huge congratulations to Harry and Rose from Year 11 and Abbie from Year 10
who have been provisionally selected for the English School's Squad to represent Yorkshire
and the Humber in Liverpool.
Miss Wilkinson

The Reading Journey Appeal
What has been your reading journey? What books first inspired you and excited you and, as you grew
older and your understanding of the world grew and became more sophisticated, which books followed you and helped to guide you – to help make you the person you are today?
This week, as part of Reading Week, we launched our Reading Journeys Appeal through year group
assemblies. The theme – don’t judge a book by its cover – was taken very literally in looking at the
obstacles presented to young people in choosing a book. It was also a chance to share my own experience of reading – from being a reluctant reader in my early teenage years to becoming an avid reader
and, ultimately, an English teacher – as well as that of my children who are now beginning to become
drawn into a world of reading and the steps they are taking toward that wider world.

Ultimately, our passion for reading comes from having the choice of books to read and while we are
very fortunate in school and our community to have so many texts for children to choose from, there
is always room for more. Consequently, our Reading Journeys appeal aims to expand the choice of
books immediately available to our pupils in school.
For the appeal, we are asking pupils and students to donate a book they have read and enjoyed but
have since moved on from so that it may form part of our school library and refresh our form room
book boxes. While this may have been the last step in their reading journey, it is perhaps the next step
for one of their fellow classmates. To reward pupils in doing this, we would like to give them a house
point for each book they donate and will offer additional prizes as the term progresses. For example,
all pupils that have donated a book by the 5th of March will be able to attend school in their own
clothes on the day. Many thanks for your support in this appeal.
In addition, parents of Lower School pupils can look forward to receiving a letter in the coming week
with a web link and unique code based on our recent reading tests. This code, when typed into the
website, will provide a list of books that would at this stage present the ideal balance of challenge for
their next read. We hope that this will be of use in helping your child to continue their own reading
journey.
Mr Davies
Head of Curriculum and Achievement

Welcome to Business & Enterprise
			

Head of Department: Miss Russell

Ian Gilbert once wrote that schools are like Passport Offices, with their purpose to ensure that all students have the necessary stamps in their passports to be able to board their desired flight when they
reach the Airport of Life. Based on this analogy the Business and Enterprise Department attempts to
equip all students with the knowledge, stamps, skills and experiences that will allow them to realise
their dreams and potential.
Our Ethos
Believe that everyone has the capacity to be creative and innovative.
Utilise strengths and help students improve and practice areas for development.
Success comes from building resilience, hard work and overcoming obstacles in our path.
Initiative is important to ensure that students don’t miss out on unique opportunities.
Nostalgic learning experiences promote fond memories for students to cherish.
Essential learning for the future.
Satisfaction is fostered by doing great work.
Success is the educational outcomes defined by the learning journey.
Believe that everyone has the capacity to be creative and innovative
This year the Business and Enterprise Department has reached out to all students to encourage them
to create and innovate. The Whole School Dragon’s Den Competition, the Christmas Card Competition
and the Tycoon Tenner Week aimed to celebrate International Enterprise Week. Students were challenged to think divergently, to do something a little different and even those who did not formally
study any of our Business Courses met the challenge.

Utilise strengths and help students improve and practice areas for development.
Everyone is good at something and if you disagree, then
maybe you still haven’t found it yet, so keep looking. This
year the Enterprise Challenges focused on developing areas outlined by the CBI that were lacking in school leavers;
Confidence, Attitude and Resilience (CAR). Pitching, Participating and Persistence were built into all our challenges,
so I hope you all managed to succeed in one of these three
key areas this year.
Success comes from building resilience, hard work and
overcoming obstacles in our path.
Of course, all teachers want their students to achieve their
potential. But every now and then there is one student
that stands out, not because they are the most academic
in the class but rather because their sheer determination,
resilience and hard work has paid off. Last year it was Jon,
a Business A - Level student predicted a grade C/D. Jon realised the importance of overcoming obstacles and appreciated why I valued purple pen work. I once told Jon, that
failing isn’t necessarily a negative, instead it is an opportunity to learn. Jon would repeat countless tasks and exercises, sometimes whole assignments until he got it right. Jon
emailed me at 9.15am on results day to thank me for all my
help in achieving a grade A in Business Studies and to tell
me that he would be studying Business at Manchester University. It was the highlight of my year, seeing Jon, against
all the odds, boarding his desired flight from his Airport of
Life.
Initiative is important to ensure that students don’t
miss out on unique opportunities.
Extra curriculum opportunities can add depth and meaning
to learning, so far this year we have visited: Manchester
United, entered inter-school enterprise competitions,
interviewed an external speaker, run pop up shops, managed the school stationery shop, entered the IFS investors
challenge and participated in the Peter Jones Enterprise
flash challenges. Many of these activities are optional and
students need to seize the initiative to participate and
develop.

Nostalgic learning experiences promote
fond memories for students to take with
them.
Last June at the Peter Jones Entfest, the A
Level Business students fortuitously came
across Peter Jones wandering around the
event, he happily agreed to a photo with the
students and they were still talking about
it last week! Something great that they will
always remember.
Essential learning for the future.
Working in business is an inevitability that
few of us can avoid. It is therefore essential
to grasp some of the business basics to prepare us for the future, which is why studying
business is such an important choice.
Satisfaction is fostered by doing great
work.
I am always asked “Miss, why don’t you work
in business?” The answer is simple, I love
teaching. I spent 7 years as a manager in
industry and while it, gave me great insight
and knowledge, furthering someone else’s
profit margin gave me very little satisfaction.
Two years ago, I received a card from a parent
from my last school, she wrote to tell me that
her daughter had got a first in Economics at
university and she had been looking for me
to thank me for inspiring and supporting her.
Now that is what I call great work and great
satisfaction.
Success is the educational outcomes defined by the learning journey.
I have always had an issue in measuring
achievement by numbers, of course outcomes can be crucial but what about the
journey taken to achieve them and more
importantly the journey once they are attained. We aim to provide students with skills
and attributes that promote self-sufficiency,
so that they can flourish in further education
or the realm of work. It is not just about what
students achieve; it is how they learned to
achieve it.

I
M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

wonder, last time that you sat down to write a card or a shopping list how you felt about
your handwriting? The way we form letters often says a lot about us and in these days of
technology it may seem less important whether our writing is legible or not. However,
for the majority of our pupils their main form of work in their books is handwritten and,
as they head towards A Levels and GCSEs it is imperative that their answers are legible for
examiners. Whilst we don’t insist on cursive script in secondary school, “joined up” writing
has been proven to help pupils who are dyslexic as well as offering other benefits for pupils.

Handwriting activates the brain more than keyboarding because it involves more complex motor and
cognitive skills. It also contributes to reading fluency because it activates visual perception of letters. Pupils
can have a very hard time with writing in print because many of the letters look similar, particularly b and d.
Also, it can feel very uncomfortable and disjointed writing in print.
Handwriting is critical to creative, well-crafted text affecting both fluency and the quality of the composition.
Legible writing that can be produced comfortably, at speed and with little conscious effort allows a pupil to
attend to the higher-level aspects of writing composition and content. Handwriting contributes to better
writers; many pupils who have mastered it are more creative writers.
Some pupils who experience difficulty mastering handwriting may avoid writing and produce poor written
work and some with poor handwriting will find it hard to proof read their own work. They will then fail to
spot their mistakes and this may affect their confidence.
Mrs Wellock offers support with Handwriting in a weekly club on Thursdays, where pupils are encouraged
to practice key movements, which if they follow them, will overtime help to support neater and more
legible handwriting. Pupils commented: Clearer handwriting means "your teacher can read it and help you
improve."
Having clear handwriting is important so that "you aren't marked down by examiners - making a good
impression"
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