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M r J B ritton
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome

ny bookshop or even a search of Amazon will reveal the wealth of books that are now available to remind
us as adults about what we learnt in school. The retention of knowledge over time is rather fascinating
to someone whose vocation is teaching. It is something that we consider very carefully when planning a
curriculum, that crafts our questions in class and informs our assessment strategies. It is though, ultimately, one
of the greatest challenges in teaching. Even in a matter of weeks, knowledge can be lost if, as individuals, we do
not take charge of our learning, read through, test ourselves and aim to keep content fresh in our minds through
practise, until it is filed in our long term memory. It is why our ‘Love of Learning’ section in the newsletter is so
fascinating – an insight into learning and the research undertaken over centuries in education.

Our pupils in Year 11 and our Sixth Form students are currently thoroughly immersed in their studies as the examinations
approach, but the lessons about how we learn and the habits we develop, were shaped far earlier in our education. It is, therefore,
important to ensure the time after school, studying and completing homework, also allows time for your child to revisit old topics
and to focus on specific questions, once an assessment indicates a gap in their knowledge. As a parent, these conversations are
key – simply flick back through your child’s book and ask them questions from their notes about an area of knowledge or skills
they have documented. It is no different to reading with your child – taking an interest in their every subject book will make a
significant difference to their learning.
We’ve had another busy week with our Woldgate Tutorials starting again for our Year 11 pupils. Colleagues have also held one to
one interview with each pupil to review their learning, to offer support and challenge where needed which will help your children
manage the next few weeks and months carefully as we approach the final examinations. We will also, with Year 11, relaunch
our BeeKind programme to support our pupils in being able to access support as needed, to help them manage the inevitable
pressures that come with this time of year.
I personally met with twenty four Year 11 pupils through the day and found the conversations really useful. It truly is inspiring
to meet young people who are working so hard to achieve their goals and secure the grades they need for that next step. It is
though, also about prioritising and it was good to speak to pupils about ensuring they focus not purely on topic, but work at a
granular level, focusing on specific questions related to areas within topics, so they invest time in those areas that will make the
biggest difference to their understanding of the course.
It is impossible to cover two years’ worth of content, so focusing on these areas and also working systematically, starting with
areas that were studied early in Year 10, also ensures pupils have retained the information in their long term, rather than short
term memory. This recall is important, as time spent on these earlier areas of study, on specific questions, will ensure revision
is effective and manageable. Otherwise, it can easily overwhelm, if we don’t as parents and teachers set out clear parameters,
timelines and specific questions in topics and try to revise two years of content in a matter of months.
The revision schedule in the Newsletter and also the tutorials help our pupils to plan carefully. We will also after meeting each
Year 11 be writing to you, letting you know from our perspective on the basis of a short conversation, if we feel the revision is
going well. Hopefully all of this support will help our pupils. In addition, in a similar way to the ‘five a day’ motto, it is also wise
to use a range of revision techniques.
Finally, as always, I would ask parents to keep school informed through your Care and Achievement Co-ordinator, if your child in
any year group, does require any support with their academic studies.
My colleagues, as their title suggests, are equally focused on the care, wellbeing and support being provided, as
they are on ensuring children are succeeding in their subjects.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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DEVELOPING INDEPENDENT LEARNERS
Why do some students and pupils start a piece of work with good intentions of working hard at it, but sometimes fail
to live up to their starting aims?
To answer this question we can examine the findings of The Daffodil Study. Once a year, over four days in spring at
Cornell University, students and pupils are encouraged to buy a daffodil. All the money raised goes to the charity
American Cancer Society. A month before they were due to go on sale, researchers asked 251 students and pupils if
they were planning to buy a daffodil and if so, how many they would purchase. Over 80% said they would and that on
average they would buy at least two. However, when the researchers went back after the event, they found that less
than half of them actually bought one, and those that did, only bought a single daffodil.
It seems that there is a gap between someone’s good intentions and the actual follow through with the necessary
behaviour. This, in part, explains why some students or pupils struggle to revise and work independently. However,
research from cognitive psychology can help guide teachers and parents into helping them take more ownership,
responsibility and independence in their learning.
ENCOURAGE A SENSE OF PURPOSE: This is all about getting students and pupils to care about what they are
doing. If they care about it, they are more invested in it and are more likely to apply themselves.
A sense of purpose can be encouraged in a number of ways. If students and pupils can identify how the material will
help them or what skills they will develop as a result, it will increase their engagement levels. Something as simple as
completing the sentence ‘doing well at this will help me because…’ is a good starting point here.
FOCUS ON MASTERY, NOT COMPARISON TO OTHERS: Some students and pupils saw an upcoming exam as a
chance to see how much they had learnt, whereas others saw it as an opportunity to compare themselves with their
class-mates.
Research has shown that students and pupils who compare themselves to others tend to have lower levels of
motivation, confidence, self-regulation, academic performance and increased anxiety. We can help encourage
them to develop a mastery orientation by having them measure themselves against their previous efforts, focus on
‘improving themselves rather than proving themselves’ and actively reflecting on what they have learnt from their
experiences.
REMOVE DISTRACTIONS: Research shows that the ability to improve concentration and attention is something that
can be developed, even from a very young age. One study found that simply having your phone out, even if you are
not using it, can make you perform up to 20% worse in cognitive tests.
One of the most famous studies in psychology, the Marshmallow Test, found that students and pupils who did not
look at the temptation in front of them were less likely to engage with it. It is not just visual distractions either. A
recent study found that students and pupils who worked in silence during their study sessions performed 20% better
than those who worked whilst listening to songs that had lyrics. So, if you want to improve concentration, before any
work is started, ensure that potential distractions are removed.
GET STUDENTS AND PUPILS TO CHOOSE THEIR STUDY MATES CAREFULLY: Working with other people has been
associated with reducing stress, improving performance and developing resilience. It can also help boost focus and
work ethic. That was the finding of a recent journal which found that if the person next to you is working hard then
it increases your work ethic.
HELP PROCRASTINATORS AVOID THE PLANNING FALLACY: Left to our own devices, people tend to procrastinate.
In fact, some studies have found that 75% of students and pupils consider themselves procrastinators, with 50%
doing so regularly and to a level that is considered problematic. Research suggests that most students and pupils
are poor predictors at estimating how long a task will take to complete as they get distracted or face unexpected
obstacles along the way. This is called ‘The Planning Fallacy’.
One study found that one of the best ways to overcome the planning fallacy is if they set small regular deadlines.
This was proven to help students and pupils manage their time better and perform significantly better in their
coursework, achieving higher grades overall.
FINAL THOUGHT: Helping students and pupils become independent learners and take responsibility for their
learning is the holy grail of education. The older they are, the more important this skill is. Independent learning
requires motivation, concentration, effort and overcoming procrastination.
Mrs S Smith

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 7 February 2020
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mrs Minton Writes:

I

t is with great pleasure that I get the opportunity to celebrate some amazing Lower School
achievements this week. If you have any other stories like this that you would like to share,
then please do get into contact with school. I look forward to finding out about them.

Taekwondo extraordinaire: Alice in Year 7 writes
I first started Taekwondo in Year 2 at the age of 7. Most of my friends went so I thought it
would be cool to try it out. By the time I was 9, I had won several cups and medals including
a bronze medal in TAG-team sparring at the British Championships. In 2018 I won a large
cup with my fling kicks and in 2019 I won a gold medal in sparring with two girls I had only met on the
day. I train four times a week now because I am doing my black belt in April. For a black belt you have
to learn Korean and memorise a pattern with 30 movements in it. The venue is two hours away so we
have booked a hotel above the Hall. I have to grade in front of eight grand masters – they shout a lot! If
I pass, I will get a nice suit and tie. Although I cannot grade again until I am 16 to earn my my 2nd Dam, I
will still have to train hard.
M rs A M inton

Head of Lower School

Acting star of the Shiptonthorpe Panto: Harriet in Year 8 writes
I first did the panto in Shiptonthorpe six years ago, when I was 6 years old, so this was my seventh one:
Dick Whittington, where I played Tom the cat. I started to be involved as my mum was doing it, and
now all of the family do it!
This is probably the biggest part I’ve ever had, as before I’d always been a cast
member or a minor speaking part.
We’ve been practising since the first Wednesday of September, and every week
since. As it gets closer to the performance we rehearse more often, ending with
six performances over two weekends.
It’s really fun and great to be part of something like it. There’s a great feeling of
togetherness and teamwork, as everyone helps each other with lines and parts.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Atkinson Writes:

L
M rs I Atkinson

Head of Upper School

ast Friday we were delighted to host Honest Wilkins from Kanungu, Mr Baker, Mrs
Goldenberg and Shelagh Devereux. The visit was to give us an update on Kirima and
more importantly, how well our sponsored child, Blessing Nimurungi was doing. Mr
Wilkins who was representing the parents of Kirima, spoke of the kindness and appreciation
felt by his community, and the impact that we were having. In assembly, he told the Year
Group how blessed he was to have had the opportunity to get an education so that now he
can give back to his community. He told us that Blessing consistently ranked in the top 10 in
her class, was healthy and happy, and that her and family had sent greetings and thanks to
the Year Group for their continued support.

I would like to thank the Year 9 pupils and their parents for their continued support with this act of
kindness. We send a cheque of £15.00 each month to pay for Blessing’s tuition. We are very proud of our
young people who continue to show such great acts of character and who make a contribution, not only
to their local communities, but now also to a community thousands of miles away!
It was great to see so many of our Year 11 pupils attending the Woldgate tutorials on Monday. Please be
reminded that all pupils are expected to attend and that these tutorials will continue for the next five
weeks. A reminder also that it is the Year 11 Parents Evening next Thursday. Next Wednesday evening, we
have an information evening for Year 10 pupils and their families about work experience. Please continue
to send in your reply slips and we are looking forward to seeing you all there.

Friday 7 February 2020
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.
How to maintain good mental health and wellbeing
Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our physical
wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health. Here are a few
simple ways you can encourage them to look after their body and mind:
Sometimes it seems like we have little or no control over what we think and how we feel. But,
there are things that you can do that will help you to feel better.
Improving your self-esteem
Self-esteem is how you think and feel about yourself. Having healthy self esteem makes it
easier to cope with life’s ups and downs. If you have low self-esteem, the thoughts and feelings
you have about yourself tend to be negative. This can make you more prone to mental health
problems.
Try these sites for some different ways to boost your self-esteem:
Mental Health Foundation: wellbeing and positive thinking podcast
Young Minds: top tips on how to boost self-esteem
Taking time to relax
Regular relaxation is beneficial for your mental health. If you make a regular time each day to
practice relaxation techniques you will get better and better at relaxation and notice your dayto-day stress levels are lower. You will also become able to use relaxation at the times you need
them most.
Try this quick podcast from the Mental Health Foundation: ·
www.mentalhealth.org.uk/podcasts/stress-and-relaxation-quick-fix-breathing-exercise
However busy you are, it’s important for your mental health to take time out for yourself, relax
and recharge the batteries. For more relaxation tips visit young minds:
youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/take-time-out/
Mr Sloman
Deputy Head for Care and Achievement
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mr Hardie Writes:

T

M r J H ardie

his week I have been speaking to Mrs Draper about the upcoming expedition to India
and I started to feel very jealous that I am not going this year. I love seeing the world
and I am a big advocate of the phrase ‘travel broadens the mind’. When our students
go on expedition you get to see a genuine change in them as they experience new cultures
and face the challenges of leading a team. Seeing our students go through this change and
getting to witness first hand how they can act independently when outside of their comfort
zones has been one of the highlights of my job over the last 9 years working at Woldgate.

Head of S ixth Form

Sixth Form study is about much more than getting some A Level results that will lead to a
University course or apprenticeship, it is about preparing our young people for the real world. This means
that at the end of their time at Woldgate we would hope that they are mature, confident and independent
adults. This transition comes easier for some than others but for everybody in the Sixth Form this starts
by making the most out of their time. Making productive use of study time, choosing something truly
valuable for their enrichment activities and grabbing the opportunities available to them is the best
preparation they can get for university life and beyond.
As we approach the end of the third half term, I would ask all of our Year 12 students to reflect on the use
of their enrichment time to make sure it being used to help you develop as a person. If you feel that it is
not helping you to develop the skills you will need in later life or help you get valuable experience then
think if there is another activity you would like to do.

Raising vital funds for Lepra: Katie, Lola and Cerys in Year 7and 8
On Wednesday and Thursday last week, we sold cupcakes, biscuits and
brownies to raise money for the charity Lepra. Everything we sold was
homemade. We sold them for 20p and 50p outside of A7 and we raised
£41.34!! Thank you to everyone that bought our cakes!!

Friday 7 February 2020
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Revision
Strategies to support your child’s revision
The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create a clear revision plan
and method of studying that will make them feel in control of their work.
Tips for revision planning
•

Work out a revision timetable for each subject. Your child should be revising for at least one hour
each evening, and more at weekends.

•

Break revision time into small chunks - hour-long sessions with short breaks at the end of each session
often work well

•

Make sure your child has all the essential books and materials

•

Buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting

•

Go through school notes with your child or listen while they explain a topic they have revised.

•

Test your child on key terms, names or definitions etc using revision cards

•

Time your child's attempts at practice papers, and talk through their answers with them.

Providing all-round support
The best way to support your child during the stress of revision and exams is to make home life as calm
and pleasant as possible. It helps if other members of the household are aware that your child may be
under pressure and that allowances should be made for this.
Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at
regular intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's important
to have a change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also encourage your
child to take regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind before the next
revision session.
Try not to nag or make too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counterproductive and will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision.
It's important to get a good night's sleep before an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to
cram, using their phone or tablet or playing computer games. Make sure he or she eats a good breakfast
on the morning of the exam.
Treats and rewards
Some children are 'bribed' to do well in exams and are offered cash or gifts to achieve good grades. But
bribery is not a good idea as it implies that the only worthwhile reward for hard work is money and that
you don’t trust your child to work hard. Negative messages like these will affect your child’s sense of
self-worth.
Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to please you. Explain
that exams aren't an end in themselves but a gateway to the next stage of life – to Sixth Form, college or
work. Good results are themselves the best reward for hard work and will make your child proud of his
or her achievements.
Make sure your child knows you're interested in their work and that you'll be proud if they do well.
Although bribery isn't advisable, it's fine to provide small treats by way of encouragement perhaps a piece of cake or some biscuits after a chunk of revision has been completed. The
end of exams can be celebrated with a treat that everyone can look forward to, such as a meal
out or a trip to the cinema.
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Top Revision Tips and Strategies for Pupils
The following are just some suggestions for effective revision strategies:
1. Create a Revision Timetable: Building a revision timetable can add structure to your revision and
help you identify which GCSE subjects you need to prioritise to get better marks. Creating a revision timetable is a great way to organise your study time, plus it also helps boost your motivation to
revise for your exams.
2. Take regular study breaks: There is no point forcing yourself to study for hours upon hours as this
will not result in a positive outcome. Taking regular study breaks and exercising is proven to engaging your brain in studying and improve your exam performance in the long-run.
3. Use GCSEPod: All pupils have access to GCSEPod; a website of short revision videos on a wide range
of GCSE subjects and topics. Each video is usually 3 or 4 minutes long, and covers a key aspect of
the course, from History to Maths. Pupils can log onto www.gcsepod.com or the GCSEPod App with
their school username and password.
4. Use Mind Maps to connect ideas: If you find it difficult to remember lots of terms, dates, names etc,
Mind Maps may be the key to improving your memory. The theory behind mind mapping explains
that making associations by connecting ideas helps you to memorise information easier and quicker.
5. Understand Your Learning Style: Everyone thinks that there is a best way to study but the reality
is that each person is different. Once you understand whether you are a visual, auditory, reading/
writing or kinaesthetic learner, then remembering and recalling new information will become much
easier. Practice will also tell you if you work better studying during the night or in the morning/daytime.
6. Practice, Practice, Practice: One of the biggest recommendations that past pupils recommend is to
do as many GCSE past papers as you can. Practising past papers will help you get familiar with the
exam format, question style, time pressure and overall improve your ability to retrieve information
quicker. Talk to your teacher if you need help obtaining past papers.
7. Revise with friends: Revising with friends can help to make revision fun and interesting. You can
teach each other about topics, explain your learning and test each other on key information.
8. Variation of revision activities: Mix up your study habits and methods by listening to podcasts,
watching videos or documentaries (particularly GCSEPod), moving to new study area or even something as simple as using different colours for your study notes.
9. Adapt for Different GCSE Subjects: It may seem obvious but many pupils try to study for different
subjects using the same study methods. Your GCSE revision should take account of the difference
between your subjects and the challenges they represent. For example, Flashcards are an ideal
study aid to help you prepare for subjects such as Science where you need to remember key definition, while Mind Maps are ideal for revising English Literature.

Friday 7 February 2020
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YEAR 11 REVISION TOPIC LIST
Spring half term 1
We would like to do all that we can to support you and your child with their revision at home. Below you will find a list of topics identified by our Heads of Department that offers a guide to the
best sequence to cover prior material in order to make the best links to classwork and to pace your
YEAR revision
11 REVISION
TOPIC
LIST
child's
over the
coming
months. We will update this each half term and do hope that it will
be a useful resource in managing your child's time and workload.
SPRING HALF TERM 1

Pupils should aim to be revising at least one hour per subject per week.
Week beginning

20/01/2020

27/01/2020

03/02/2020

10/02/2020

Art

AO3 Record – DRAWINGS IN
AO3 Record –
AO3 Record –
STYLE OF ARTISTS
OBSERVATIONAL DRAWING OBSERVATIONAL DRAWINGS
Sketch, paint and produce
FROM PRIMARY PHOTOS.
FROM SECONDARY IMAGES.
detailed drawings based on
Sketch, paint and produce Sketch, paint and produce
your artists. Use your own
detailed drawings based on detailed drawings based on
photos and re-work in their
your primary sources.
your primary sources.
style.
At least 3 studies needed.
At least 3 studies needed.
At least 3 studies needed.

AO1 Develop –
EXPERIMENTAL
WORKSHOPS: PHOTOPLUS
1x Computer Lesson
You must have evidence of
at least 9 digital
manipulations of primary
and secondary sources.
Develop at least one
manipulation into a drawing
and painting.

Mathematics

Higher - Expressions and
factorising, including
quadratics and difference of
2 squares
Foundation - Expressions
and factorising, including
quadratics

Higher - Simultaneous
equations and algebraic
fractions
Foundation - Simultaneous
equations

English

Produce a revision resource
that includes details of the
writer's big ideas for the
seven conflict-themed
Revise English Language P2 Revise English Language P2 Revise English Language P2
poems. (Remains, Kamikaze,
– Q3
– Q4
– Q5
Poppies, Bayonet Charge,
Charge of the Light Brigade,
Exposure, War
Photographer).

Biology Double and Triple

Watch GCSE Pod and online
Revisit the Cells and
videos of the required
Microscopy booklet.
practicals for paper 1 and
make revision cards.

Purple pen the Cells and
Microscopy booklet from
last week's homework and
lessons.

Revise mitosis and stem
cells. A booklet will be
issued in class to help with
this.

Physics Double and Triple

Complete flashcards on
Paper 2 equations.

Learn key units for
calculations.

Revisit rearranging
equations.

Write a method for the
required practical - this is
based on a past question.

Chemistry Double and Triple

Review your mock paper
and identify revision topics
using Concept Brain.

Create revision notes on
energy changes.

Create revision notes on
electrolysis.

Work through the Rates of
Reaction booklet issued in
class.

History

Week 1 – GCSE POD - The
Origins of the Cold War - 5
Pods. Yalta and Potsdam
Conferences, The Iron
Curtain, Ideological
Differences, The Truman
Doctrine and Marshall Plan,
The Berlin Blockade.

Week 2 - GCSE POD - The
Development of the Cold
War - 4 Pods Events in Asia,
The Arms Race, The Space
Race, NATO

Week 3 - GCSE POD - The
Development of the Cold
War - 4 Pods The U-2 Crisis,
The Vietnam War, Hungary
1956, The Warsaw Pact

Week 4 - GCSE POD Transformation of the Cold
War - 5 Pods, SALT, The
Berlin Wall, The Cuban
Missile Crisis,
Czechoslovakia 1968,
Détente.

Higher - laws of indices,
including negative and
fractional indices
Foundation - laws of indices
and standard form
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Create a revision poster
about Bottom up vs. Top
down development – use
examples you have studied
and say which you think is
the most sustainable.

Write a short article to
explain how countries
develop over time (i.e.
Rostow’s modernisation
theory). Use evidence to
suggest which stage Zambia
is in.

Geography

Purple pen mock exam and
Create a fortune teller to
rewrite your lowest mark
revise place specific detail
long answer question (e.g. 6
for Zambia
or 8 mark questions).

Drama

Re-read and revise An
Inspector Calls in
preparation for seeing the
play.

Write up notes from seeing
An Inspector Calls and
annotate extracts chosen
for the written exam.

Carry out extra research on
Re-read Blood Brothers and
play characters from the
add revision notes and
script extracts provided in
annotations to the text.
lesson.

PE

The Skeletal System,
Components of Fitness

Player Violence, Ethics in
Sport (Sportsmanship/
Gamesmanship)

Respiratory System, Aerobic Social Groups and Barriers
and Anaerobic Exercise
to Participation

Purple Pen on Mock +
completion of vocabulary
gapfill document
Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 1:
Travel and Tourism

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 2:
School
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Viva Module 1:
Travel and Tourism

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 3:
Family / Relationships and
Technology
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Viva Module 2:
School

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Viva Module 4:
Free Time
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Viva Module 3:
Family / Relationships and
Technology

Purple Pen on Mock +
completion of vocabulary
gapfill document
Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
1: Family/Relationships

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
2: Free Time and Technology
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Studio Module 1:
Family/Relationships

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
3: Festivals and Traditions
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Studio Module 2:
Free Time and Technology

Memrise.com vocabulary
learning for Studio Module
4: Home, Town and Local
Area
Practice Exam Questions
(listening, reading,
translation and/or writing)
related to Studio Module 3:
Festivals and Traditions

RE

The incarnation, Last days of Nature of Salvation,
Jesus’ life
Christian eschatology -

The problem of evil and
suffering, Solutions to evil
and suffering. Make a mind
map of the different sources
of authority you could use in
this section for the exam.

Marriage, Sexual
relationships. Plan for the
question: “ Same- sex
marriage is wrong”

Computer Science

Revise the 4 computational
thinking terms and give
there definitions. Students
Revise all the common
with targets greater than a
network protocols and their
six should be able to
purpose.
recognise where
computational thinking has
been used.

Revise the definition of
analogue data and why it
needs converting to digital.
They need to be able to
explain what sampling is and
the relevance of sample
frequency and sample
resolution to file size

Revise definitions for high /
low level programming. And
give for and against for
each.

Product Design

New and emerging
technologies - critical
evaluation and planned
obsolescence.

New and emerging
technologies - people,
culture, and society.
Inclusive design.

New and emerging
technologies - production
techniques. CAD Cam.
Commercial printing
processes.

Spanish

French

Friday 7 February 2020
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Wolgate Sport!
Girls Rugby Festival
After the hugely successful boys rugby festival before the Christmas holidays at Pocklington
Rugby club in joint partnership with Market Weighton School, it was suggested that we offer
the same to the girls. We opened up the offer to all our Year 9 and 10 girls who have opted for
our sports courses and the response was unbelievable. 40 girls across both year groups registered an interest ..... so off we went.
The festival included 3 different stations working on skills such as tackling, passing and kicking and then placing the skills into small sided games. The girls got involved brilliantly. By the
end they were covered in mud, chatting away about their favourite station and full of massive
smiles. A massive thank you must go to Pocklington Rugby Club for organising the coaches
and putting the engaging sessions on....hopefully we will see more girls involved in rugby as a
result.

Congratulations to this week's Upper School winners!
Form of the Week
Award for gaining the highest number of rewards during week ending 31st
January 2020.
9HAS 10HLR 11TDW
Great Character Award
Gabriella Lawton, Holly Johnson and Robin Gordon
Year 9 Great Value Award
Ella Adrian, Emma Brothers and James Jackson
Year 9 Great Merit Award
Bradley Towse, Grace Foster and Madison Stanton

Year 10 Badminton
The Year 10 Badminton tournament has been eagerly awaited by the Year 10 pupils. So much
so that we had that much interest we had to hold a preliminary Woldgate tournament before
Christmas to find the top four boys and top four girls to take to the competition and compete against Longcroft. Over the course of the night they played a combination of singles,
doubles and mixed doubles and both schools saw brilliant levels of success within the games
they played. Thank you for having us Longcroft, hopefully we will be back again for round two
soon.

A
M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

ll the recent talk about Europe has led me to consider the importance of learning
languages. As someone who has experienced living abroad and finding out
about another country’s culture and traditions I know that I would have truly
missed out had I not had the experiences afforded to me by learning other languages.
From my first holidays abroad aged about 6 years old, being given the task of buying bread and
shop
and
having
thethe
satisfaction
of not
onlyonly
being
served
but complimentmilk or
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One of the most rewarding aspects of human experience is our ability to connect with others. People with
even a basic understanding of another language and culture have a unique opportunity to communicate
with a wider range of people in their personal and professional lives.
It can also offer a significant competitive advantage when applying for University courses and beyond.
Having a second language can mark you out as someone who stands out from the rest and experience of
another culture can certainly make your CV seem more appealing.
Being able to communicate also fosters an appreciation for the traditions, religions, arts and history of the
people associated with that language. Likewise, this greater understanding promotes tolerance, empathy
and acceptance of others. There are studies which suggest that pupils who have studied another language
are more open toward the cultures associated with that language.
Learning a language also provides cognitive benefits including improved memory skills, problem-solving and
listening skills. It also helps pupils have a better understanding of English through grammatical structures
which are key in both languages.
Pupils at Woldgate School have a great opportunity in learning French or Spanish and the passion and
commitment of staff make it a worthwhile investment in their future.
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