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School will be closed* from Monday 23rd March 2020.
On Wednesday it was announced by Government that schools in the UK would close their doors on Friday
- except for vulnerable pupils or children of key workers (see below).

TAEKWONDO EXTRAORDINAIRE

*Provision will only be provided for pupils with Educational Health Care Plans, pupils who
have social workers and for the children of key workers, from Monday 23rd March. We
have been directed to close for all other pupils and not to fully reopen until instructed by
government.
Friday 20 March 2020
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O
M r J B ritton

Headteacher’s Welcome
n Wednesday it was announced by Government that schools in the UK would close
their doors on Friday - except for vulnerable pupils or children of key workers*.

From Monday 23rd of March provision will only be provided at Woldgate School
for pupils with Educational Health Care Plans, pupils who have social workers and for the
children of key workers. We have been directed to close for all other pupils and not to fully
reopen until instructed by government.

Headteacher

I can now confirm, following publication by the government, the key worker list (please see
below). If parents think they fall within the critical categories they should confirm with their employer that,
based on their business continuity arrangements, their specific role is necessary for the continuation of
this essential public service.
Do please note that schools are providing only basic child supervision during this time.
This reduced provision will initially be available at Longcroft School and Sixth Form College, Melbourne
Primary School, Pocklington Junior School, Stamford Bridge Primary School and Woldgate School and
Sixth Form College. Over time, we may centralise provision for primary/junior schools.
Pupils will need to wear uniform when attending secondary school, bring equipment and books as normal.
East Riding have stated that transportation will be provided.
We will continue at primary/junior level to provide wrap around care for the identified pupils only. Schools
will provide a reduced catering service.
If you believe your child would be eligible for this provision, can I ask that you use the link below (also
on the website) and submit the relevant information by 4:00pm on Saturday 21st March, so staffing,
resources and catering can be finalised and provision made in advance.
Link To Online Application Form
No SATs assessments, GCSE or A level examinations will take place this summer. I fully appreciate the
worry and distress this has caused our pupils sitting SATs, GCSE and A level qualifications. It has been
exceptionally hard for our pupils and colleagues today. They have worked so very hard to prepare for
these examinations. We are so very proud of them.
While there is lots of speculation about how the government might calculate outcomes for our pupils,
we have not yet received any information from OFQUAL or the government. We are told this will be
made available tomorrow. We have asked pupils to bring all of their books, mock test papers and in class
assessments in today to school, in-case additional material is sought by the government. We will then
document and store this information for the examination board

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Key worker roles:
Education and childcare
This includes nursery and teaching staff, social workers and those specialist education professionals who
must remain active during the COVID-19 response to deliver this approach.
Key public services
This includes those essential to the running of the justice system, religious staff, charities and workers
delivering key frontline services, those responsible for the management of the deceased, and journalists
and broadcasters who are providing public service broadcasting.
Local and national government
This only includes those administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the COVID-19
response or delivering essential public services such as the payment of benefits, including in government
agencies and arms-length bodies.
Food and other necessary goods
This includes those involved in food production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery as well as
those essential to the provision of other key goods (for example hygienic and veterinary medicines).
Public safety and national security
This includes police and support staff, Ministry of Defence civilians, contractor and armed forces
personnel (those critical to the delivery of key defence and national security outputs and essential to
the response to the COVID-19 pandemic), fire and rescue service employees (including support staff),
National Crime Agency staff, those maintaining border security, prison and probation staff and other
national security roles, including those overseas.
Transport
This includes those who will keep the air, water, road and rail passenger and freight transport modes
operating during the COVID-19 response, including those working on transport systems through which
supply chains pass.
Utilities, communication and financial services
This includes staff needed for essential financial services provision (including but not limited to workers
in banks, building societies and financial market infrastructure), the oil, gas, electricity and water sectors
(including sewerage), information technology and data infrastructure sector and primary industry
supplies to continue during the COVID-19 response, as well as key staff working in the civil nuclear,
chemicals, telecommunications (including but not limited to network operations, field engineering,
call centre staff, IT and data infrastructure, 999 and 111 critical services), postal services and delivery,
payments providers and waste disposal sectors.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 20 March 2020
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Support for Learning at Home
During this uncertain time, the majority of our pupils are going to be continuing their education at
home until further notice. We understand the difficulties and challenges this will pose to our pupils
and their parents or carers. We have therefore put in place the following learning packages to ensure
that all pupils can continue their education, make progress and develop their love of learning at home.

For Pupils in Year 7 and Year 8
We are providing our Year 7 and Year 8 pupils
with access to Doddle; an online teaching
resource containing lessons and assessments
across all Key Stage 3 subjects, including
Maths, English and Science. All Year 7 and
Year 8 pupils will be provided with a username
and password, and can access Doddle via a computer with internet access (www.doddlelearn.co.uk), or
via the free app available on both Android and Apple phones or tablets.
Once logged, Year 7 and Year 8 pupils can access lesson resources and activities in all subjects set
by their class teachers. The lesson resources are engaging and interactive, and regular assessments
accurately measure pupils’ understanding and progress. Lessons in each subject will be set on a
regular basis, and pupils can submit completed assessments via the Doddle website or app.
We will write to parents and carers of Year 7 and Year 8 pupils separately with detailed instructions
on how to set up your child’s login details and get started with Doddle. If you have any technical
queries regarding setting up your child’s login, or how to use Doddle, please contact support at www.
doddlelearn.co.uk/support or call on 01865 208 440.

For Pupils in Year 9, 10 and 11
We are provideing our Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils with access to GCSEPod.
GCSEPod is an online revision resource which supports pupils in their revision
and understanding of GCSE subjects, and has been proven to improve GCSE
outcomes when used regularly and effectively.
All Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils have been given access to GCSEPod, and can access
this valuable resource from home via the GCSEPod website (www.GCSEPod.com),
or as a mobile app available on both Android and Apple phones and tablets.
If your child does not already have an account, visit www.GCSEPod.com and click
‘login’. Your child should click the ‘New Here? Get Started’ button and follow
the onscreen instructions to setup her username and password. If you have
any technical difficulties creating an account, logging in or using GCSEPod, you
should click the ‘Need Help’ speech bubble, where you can access live support.
Once setup, pupils can watch or listen to GCSEPods on a vast range of subjects and topics, including
Maths, English and Science. They can build playlists of their preferred Pods and can watch or listen to
them on their phone, tablet or computer and complete activities and quizzes. There are also a range
of Pods focussing on improving study habits, revision techniques and exam skills.
If you have any technical queries regarding setting up your child’s account, logging in or how to use
GCSEPod, please contact the live support available on screen or call 0191 338 7830.

For Sixth Form Students
We are providing access to Pearson Active Learn for our
Sixth Form students. This online resource gives our Sixth
Form students access to a wealth of digital textbooks
and other resources, that will ensure that our pupils can
continue their learning and make progress.
We will write to parents and carers of Sixth Form
students separately with detailed instructions on how to
set up your account. If you have any technical queries,
please contact support at www.pearsonactivelearn.com.
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Revised timetable for bus routes - 6W, 5W & 4W

Hagg Bridge between Melbourne and Sutton Upon Derwent is due to have planned repair work
commence next week. This work has been delayed and residents have been informed. Please can all
children of keyworkers who may be planning on using this service next week please be aware that the
revised route, as sent to you by ERYC, will still commence on Monday. This new route will stay in place
until planned works are completed or you are further advised by ERYC. Many thanks.

Care & Achievement Co-Ordinators

Mr M Elwers

Miss S Black

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

Mrs R O'Brien

Year 7 & 8

Year 9

Year 10 & 11

Sixth Form

Attendance

07790 351283

07980 702715

07790 351281

07790 351276

07983 959031

Friday 20 March 2020
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mrs Minton Writes:

F

ollowing Mr Davies' launch of the Year 8 Options process last week, Year 8 welcomed Miss
Wilkinson and Mr Trevaskiss into their Lower School Assembly to introduce the Options
of Sports Studies and Music. This was a really informative time where pupils were able
to understand what would be expected of them if they took these subjects, but also where
the skills developed in these areas might take them in the future. In the build up to making
final decisions about Options, pupils will continue to have potential subjects introduced to
them and have the opportunity to ask questions of staff who lead these subject areas. It
M AM
H
L
S
seems timely that in SLT Assemblies this week, pupils have been challenged to 'shoot for
the stars' and consider John F Kennedy's quote when talking about space exploration: "do
things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard". Let's continue to encourage our pupils
to step out of their comfort zones as they consider their future options and ensure that they consider
subjects that will stretch and challenge them.
rs

inton

ead of ower chool

The 'Book Drop' continues to be a huge success with the stage currently being filled with books brought
in by pupils across all year groups. I do have a rather competitive streak however so I would really love
the Lower School contributions to outstrip their Upper School counterparts!! Your continued support to
build an amazing collection of books for our pupils to enjoy would be much appreciated.

As we plan for pupils to access the curriculum from home over the next week, I am really excited to
introduce 'Doddle'. This is an online resource platform that will enable pupils to access materials from
a range of subject areas and independently complete tasks and projects. This platform, managed by
Woldgate staff, will not only build knowledge and understanding around the curriculum pupils would
have been studying in school, but will also develop resilient and self-motivated learners. Pupils will
also have access to Pearsons textbooks online which will provide them with a wide range of innovative
and creative resources to foster successful learning. We will imminently be providing further
information and login details for these online sites, both of which can be accessed via mobile phones.
We would really appreciate continued parental support in helping pupils access and use these sites
effectively.
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[:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Atkinson Writes:

T
M rs I Atkinson

Head of Upper School

he staff are very proud of the hard work and dedication that the Year 11s have put
into their school work in the past five years. They have taken the support and advice,
attended the Woldgate tutorials and extra support in school time, as well as, the Upper
School Support evenings. The huge uptake of the use of GCSEPod in recent weeks have
also shown their commitment to their learning and their desire to do well. We have today
shared with them their disappointment that they will no longer be taking their GCSEs. We
have been proud of the maturity that they have shown and we will ensure that all parents,
families and pupils are aware of any further announcements. On behalf of all the staff, we
extend our best wishes.

We would like to take the opportunity to thank all the families and staff for their hard work and dedication
given to these pupils. The Year 11 team, headed by their Head of Care and Achievement, Mr Smith and
Care and Achievement Coordinator, Mrs Wright, extend their very best wishes to Year 11s and look
forward to seeing everyone back soon. Please know that they will do their very best to make the Prom
a reality for such a wonderful group of young people. Please continue to check for updates via email,
letters, the website and the newsletter.
In assemblies this week, we spoke to pupils about the guidance that the government has given us
regarding school closures and the importance of keeping themselves safe. To ensure that pupils can
continue to learn at home, I have shared with them, how to access GCSEPod. This is an online resource
that Year 11 pupils have been using as an effective revision tool to support their understanding of the
GCSE content. Year 9 pupils will now be able to access this resource, so please look out for a letter with
the details on how to do this. Once they have logged on successfully on a computer, they will then be
able to access the content on their smart phones. Please also note that Year 10s have been sent a letter
with their usernames and passwords for those who have already accessed this resource, and for those
who have not, details on how to do so.
Another valuable online resource that is available to your child is Pearson. It offers pupils books and
revision guides online, to help your child with revision and understanding of key concepts. It is important
that, as Upper School pupils, that they continue to develop their independence, commitment and love
of their learning.
Year 9 pupils and families must continue to complete their Option Forms and get these to us as soon
as is possible. We thank the staff and the families for their support with this. We are very proud of the
maturity that our young people are showing with these important decisions. We look forward to seeing
you all very soon. Look after yourselves and each other.

Friday 20 March 2020
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.
How to support your child
Children are hearing about Coronavirus (COVID-19) from all angles at the moment. It is important
that they get reliable information, and it is important that they hear this from people they
trust, particularly from parents and carers. Here is some advice to help you discuss Coronavirus
with your child:
1. Find out what your child already knows and follow your child's lead. Some children may want
to spend time talking. But if your child doesn’t seem interested or doesn’t ask a lot of questions,
that's OK.
2. Focus on helping your child feel safe but be truthful. Don't offer more detail than your child
is interested in.
3. If your child asks about something and you don't know the answer, say so. Use the question
as a chance to find out together. That way, you have the facts and children don't see headlines
that might worry them more.
4. Speak calmly and reassuringly. Explain that most people who get sick feel like they have a
cold or the flu. Children pick up on it when parents worry. So when you talk about coronavirus
and the news, use a calm voice and try not to seem upset.
5. Give children space to share their fears. It's natural for children to worry. Let your child know
that children don't seem to get as sick as adults. Let them know they can always come to you
for answers or to talk about what scares them.
6. Know when they need guidance. Be aware of how your children get news and information,
especially older children who go online. Point them to age-appropriate content so they don't
end up finding news shows or outlets that scare them or have incorrect information.
Important Contact Numbers
During this time, it is essential that the safety and wellbeing of children remains at the centre
of all decisions and actions taken by parents and carers. Below are important contact numbers
where you can report concerns, and seek advice and support:
If you have serious and immediate concerns about your or another child’s wellbeing and safety,
you should contact either the police or ambulance service on 999.
If you are worried about your child’s wellbeing and safety, or you are worried about the wellbeing
and safety of another child, please contact the East Riding Early Help and Safeguarding Hub on
01482 395500.
In addition to East Riding Early Help and Safeguarding Hub, you can contact Mind at www.mind.
org.uk or call on 0300 123 3393 if you are worried about your child’s mental health, and would
like advice.
Mr Sloman
Deputy Head for Care and Achievement
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mr Hardie Writes:

L
M r J H ardie

Head of S ixth Form

ast Friday and earlier this week all of our Year 13 students took part in one to one
meetings. These meetings were to help them reflect on their progress so far including
their mocks and to help support them to formulate action plans moving forward. I
would just like to say how impressed I was by all the Year 13 students I met with and the
overriding level of positivity from other members of staff about the meetings was really
great. Students were open, honest and mature about where they were up to in terms of
progress and how much work they had been putting in. This led on to discussions about
their plans for next year and beyond and the ambition of our students was clear to see.

The hard work and drive of the students really came across in these meetings and their understanding
of what they needed to do showed they had been proactive in seeking advice and they had well thought
out plans of how to succeed. It left me feeling very positive about the work they were doing and Year 13
should be very proud of the work they have put in.
We would ask all students to ensure they have access to their school email accounts so that we can keep
them updated of any developments over the coming weeks and we are looking into Pearson online textbook resources so that we can ensure all Year 12 students have access to appropriate learning resources.

Friday 20 March 2020
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I

love how creative Woldgate School pupils are! In Year 8 English lessons we are studying
Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo. In the story, the two Peaceful brothers Tommo
and Charlie enlist in the army during the First World War. Their initial impressions that
it was all adventure change as soon as they reach France and their experiences of war in
the trenches show the horrors of war for many young men not much older than our own
pupils. 												
M SG
					
H
I
Having researched the differences between German and English trenches, pupils were
given the task for homework of drawing or creating a model of a trench. The German
trenches they found out were well constructed: clearly built to withstand bombardments and to
provide protection for long periods. Given that many of the English soldiers naively thought that the
war would be “over by Christmas” the English trenches were less substantial and prone to flooding
and full of mud.
rs

eary

ead of nclusion

I hope you agree that these models are exceptional and clearly show the effort which pupils put into
their homework. Thanks as always to parents who support, too.

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Follow @Woldgate

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535
Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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