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I
M r J B ritton

E xecutive Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome

do hope you and your family have remained safe and well throughout this national crisis. Your family,
our children, my colleagues and their families, have remained foremost in our thoughts. This is clearly
a difficult time for us all. Schools have had to take on a new and complex role, maintaining services for
some children, while also learning to teach remotely the majority of children who are still at home. Our
children of ‘key workers’ have continued to receive care and we have, through our actions, ensured that
NHS colleagues, those working in care homes, fellow teachers and others providing services essential to
us every day, can continue to work. I also know our most vulnerable children have either joined us in school
or have received regular calls, including some receiving food vouchers or parcels. I am proud of how we
have continued to provide education for children across the area under very difficult circumstances.

On the 15th June, our school will provide opportunities as per the guidance, for face to face contact for our children
in Year 10 and Year 12. For many of our children, after twelve weeks at home with family, we are conscious that this
may cause some to be anxious, but be assured, we will do our very best to allay those understandable worries pupils,
students and parents may feel. These meetings at school, will provide an opportunity for the children within these
year groups to review their learning to date, to identify those areas they have found relatively straightforward and
those where they have struggled. We will also offer support, reassurance and counselling, if required, as we are very
conscious of the impact of the partial school closure on the wellbeing of your child and their education.
Our Trust has already contacted parents with this information, but Woldgate School will also shortly be liaising to
book those appointments and to communicate how the individual sessions will be organised for Year 10 and Year 12,
to maintain social distancing and to keep your child safe. This will start a gradual and carefully managed process, as we
seek to support your child as they return to school.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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It is also our intent to supplement the work already being provided over the next few weeks for those children
who will continue to be educated at home. I would ask for your understanding as colleagues during this period
will be leading the school and home provision simultaneously. We also have colleagues who will need to continue
to self-isolate as per the national guidance, but who are also committed to supporting your child, even if they
cannot join us in school. We are determined to do all we can, under difficult circumstances, for you and your child
- we are very grateful for your support and understanding.
In order to support our Trust in leading both Woldgate and Longcroft secondary schools, Melbourne and Stamford
Bridge primary schools, Pocklington Junior school and our two partner schools, Mr Davies has volunteered to lead
on the day-to-day running of Woldgate School as an interim Acting Head of School, working alongside myself. Mrs
Fox-Nicholls and Mr Crisp have also kindly offered their support and will, in due course, become interim Acting
Deputy Heads, alongside Mr Sloman as the Senior Deputy Head. I believe they will be fantastic in these roles.
This will ensure the school has the additional leadership capacity it needs to manage the phased reopening and
the detailed planning required to help our children transition back to school, to evaluate the progress they have
made and to tailor the teaching as required to support each child.
I feel that the last few months have tested us all but it is good, once again, to communicate through our weekly
newsletter. I have in my position of Executive Headteacher, leading Woldgate School and our other four schools,
found the challenges both personal and professional. We have sought to care for our most vulnerable and the
children of our critical workers, while also moving in a number of weeks from a classroom-based education system
to one largely provided online. No small challenge, when schools have for generations been largely classroombased and dependant upon the passion, subject knowledge and flair, delivered by a classroom-based teacher.
We will over the next few months, work hard to make practical changes to our schools, to continue to make
remote education more accessible and to welcome children back into school, as government guidance allows.
In the interim, I hope this letter and the many newsletters to come, celebrate the work of our children and
our community, once again. During these last few months, the letters from pupils, colleagues and our wider
community, have encouraged, reassured and offered the support we so needed, as we faced daily challenges. I
know the ethos and values that underpin our community have given us great strength and although we may have
many opinions with regard to the crisis itself, the government and the impact upon us, our children and families,
I am so very proud that we in adversity have done our very best and held true to our beliefs.
I want to assure you, that as we take these next cautious steps, we will continue to do all we can to ensure your
child and my colleagues remain safe and well. I am so grateful to you, as I know as a parent of three myself, that
the challenges of home education, balancing work and family will have at times seemed impossible.
We know that some parents would like their child back in school tomorrow, while others do not wish to proceed
until the infection rate has lowered in this area. We understand that however you feel, there will be inevitable
frustration at times, but these decisions are not easy for anyone, including those who teach in your schools.
I am worried, cautious and know the responsibility that we shoulder to protect your child’s health and to further
their education. I am, as any teacher would be, deeply concerned that our children however good your endeavours,
are missing the classroom and their teachers - as remote education cannot match the classroom experience. It
will, therefore, be our goal to keep children and colleagues safe, to start closing those educational gaps, to adapt
and invest all of our energies to do all we can to ensure your child can once again experience the joy of school,
being part of this community and can make the academic progress we would expect, so they can achieve those
high outcomes.
We are committed, determined and ready, as we have been through these last few months, to continue to live
those values into being and to ensure our school and this community, continues to thrive.

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 5th June 2020
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T

he first time I set foot into Woldgate School it was almost completely deserted.

M r G Davies
Head of School

I was a Deputy Headteacher already in York but I’d heard wonderful things about the
school – I’d worked with colleagues who had worked here previously, seen article in
the Parliamentary Review, and heard about the remarkable school in the market town just
outside of York. I decided I needed to see it. On the day I had been invited look around it
was the peak of the big snowfall in 2018. Schools were closed and I’d expected that my visit
would be cancelled but it wasn’t. There were a few colleagues still in school, maintaining
the site.

Woldgate was, as I say, almost deserted. However, even so, it left an impression. The
artwork. The pictures of pupils that were everywhere. A hard copy of the prospectus in my
hand, I left and, later, (warming in front of the fire) there were phrases – now very familiar to me – that
cut to the core of my own principles. Lifelong love of learning. Challenging every pupil to excel. Holistic
education. A school where every child is known and cared for as an individual. When I got the job I was
utterly elated and indeed, I have loved my time here: I love to teach and, after working in six schools, I
can say the children I have taught here have been among the kindest and most interesting pupils I have
met anywhere. What has been most satisfying, however, is that the promise from the prospectus is kept.
This is an ethos lived into being.
As I write this, Woldgate is again relatively deserted - only now of course it isn’t a sudden snowstorm.
It is to safeguard our community, our families, our children against a global pandemic. Even so, I miss
the polite bustle and the crowds. I miss the classroom – having a lesson take flight like a kite in a breeze
as children suddenly seize on the thermals of a concept or an unexpected connection. I miss walking
the corridors when I am not teaching and, moving from J Block to A block, through C block and D
block, hearing through the doors the machinations of the Elizabethans melt into the mechanics of the
trumpet, heterozygous and homozygous, the irregular verb etre, Shakespeare’s use of pathetic fallacy,
and watching young minds grapple with the mystery of calculating the area of a circle with the magic
numbers 3.14159... The sound of a football match from the field. A school isn’t a school without the
gentle music of the classroom corridors.
I am grateful for the opportunity to take additional responsibility for the day-to-day running of the
school. Working with such talented people in this caring community makes this an absolute privilege. I
would like to assure you that I will continue to maintain the structures, systems, and routines that allow
your children to excel but also to nurture a lifelong love of learning.
I look forward to a time when we can all welcome each other back in person. Until then, I hope you and
your family are well and stay safe.
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Woldgate's Local Hero
When school closed, I felt I needed to do something to help with the situation. I had seen some posts on
DT teacher forums about some teachers in the London area making a very simple headband design for a
face visor and thought this was a good idea. However, these were basic and held together with an elastic
band. I knew the design could be improved, so I began developing some ideas.
I played about with various designs which provided much more support and comfort as well as being reusable to reduce waste. They also had to be adjustable for a range of sizes.
Once my initial idea was drawn up, I went
into school and made a prototype. I decided to manufacture the headband frame
using HIPS, (High Impact Polystyrene) and
acetate sheet for the face mask. I also took
the decision to use aluminium pop rivets
to assemble the pieces as this gave it more
strength and durability, making them last
longer and thus becoming reusable once
cleaned.
The first attempt showed a good level of
success but I wasn't happy with it, as it was
uncomfortable and kept slipping down
the forehead. I looked at a builder’s hard
hat I had at work and realized that it had a
strap going across the top of the head and
thought that would solve the issue of it
slipping down. I also needed a way of moving the acetate sheet away from the face.
Back to the drawing board!
Eventually after two more designs, I had
the prototype ready for a batch run. I had
managed to get the design down to just
five integral pieces to make the frame, two
pieces for the headband to make it adjustable, one to fit over the top of the head to
prevent slipping and two to bend and push
the acetate mask, lifting it clear of the face.
I also decided to laser cut the slogan of
'Save Lives' into the front fascia band just to
continue the message.
I exported the file to the laser cutter and
with careful tessellation, managed to
produce batches of between 18 and 20 at a
time.
Once all the pieces were cut, I brought
them home to assemble. My wife, Heather
and my children Oscar and Lucy, helped in
this process as each individual piece needed
to be wiped and sterilized before assembling all of the pieces with pop rivets. After
a couple were fully assembled, I realized
that a pop rivet was right in the middle of
the forehead and although it wasn't sharp,
it was uncomfortable. Looking around the
house, I found a packet of magic cleaning
sponges. Cutting one in half and using a hot
melt glue gun to stick the sponge over the
rivet not only solved that problem, but also
provided more comfort to the forehead and
help with the user sweating.
Friday 5th June 2020
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Once the first batch was completed, I photographed them and put them on the DT teacher forums and
my Facebook page to see if anyone would like some making. The first batch was spoken for immediately
by a group of nurses from York Hospital.
The response on Facebook was amazing. I was getting comments from all over the UK checking and asking for help. I also started to have orders come flooding in. So, I went back to school a couple of other
times and made as many as I could from the materials I had available. I think at the last count I had made
just over 100 visors in total costing just 49p each in materials. Another two days at school laser cutting
and two days at home assembling with my wife Heather and I started to complete the orders. At the last
check, I have sent visors to:
York Hospital who have also been sent many pairs of safety goggles
The Christchurch Group Neurological Centre in York
St James’ Hospital in Leeds
Local health care workers around Market Weighton and Pocklington
Midwives in the Market Weighton area
Hull Royal COVID Unit
Local care and nursing homes around York and Hull

Unfortunately, I still had orders and inquiries I could not complete as I had run out of materials. However,
two schools in London contacted me and asked if I could email them my CAD files which I did and their
DT teachers started making visors using my designs.
I hope they helped and that they allowed some more people to stay safe while they carried out such important work. The feedback I received from some of the medical professionals who had used my visors
was very rewarding. The visor was very successful, comfortable and more importantly, safe. Attached is
a photograph of a nurse from the Christchurch Group Neurological Centre in York. I was just doing my
bit to help.
Mr Stathers
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Amazing books for Year 10 and 11 pupils
to read as suggested by your
English teachers
Here are some reading and drama suggestions from the English team for you to enjoy!
The amazing thing about reading is its ability to transport you beyond the confines of your own home and
into a whole new world! Why not keep a record of all you read/watch/ listen to? We would love to hear
about it!
A great way to start is listening to some of the classic novels in English Literature.
Check out this link to an entire range of exciting audiobooks. The starred suggestions are available for free,
as are many others at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/category/audiobooks
*Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte
*Jane Eyre – Charlotte Bronte
*Gulliver’s Travels – J Swift
*The War of the Worlds – H G Wells
*Frankenstein – Mary Shelley
*The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – RL Stevenson
*Kidnapped – RL Stevenson
*The Call of the Wild – Jack London
*The turn of the screw – Henry James
*A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens.
*The Sign of four – A Conan Doyle
*Mill on the Floss – George Eliot
*Life of Pi – Yann Martell
*Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy – Douglas Adams
*The Book Thief – Marcus Zusak
*The curious incident of the dog in the night-time – M Hadden
*Any of Evelyn Waugh’s novels – Mr Crisp’s favourites!
*To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee
*Great Expectations – Charles Dickens
*1984 – George Orwell
*Animal Farm – George Orwell
*Lord of the Flies – William Golding
*Emma – Jane Austen
*Persuasion – Jane Austen
*Northanger Abbey – Jane Austen
*Touching the Void – Joe Simpson
*The Moonstone – Wilkie Collins
*The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck
*The man who was Thursday – GK Chesterton
*The Pearl – John Steinbeck
*Catcher in the Rye – JD Salinger
*Agatha Christie’s novels
*Sherlock Holmes stories.
Anything out of copyright you are also able to download and read for free!
On the BBC iplayer there are also some excellent productions of William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet,
A Midsummer Nights Dream, Much Ado about Nothing, Othello and Macbeth. (All GCSE students will study
Macbeth and at A-Level, the more Shakespeare you can watch the better!) Simplified versions of the plays
‘the animated tales’ are available on youtube. There is a great range of live theatre from the National Theatre on youtube also!

Friday 5th June 2020
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Creative Writing by our pupils

Creative writing inspired by ‘Dracula’ by Bram Stoker
I have always loved wolves. The silvery fur, the diamond shaped ears that can
hear a mouse’s heartbeat from miles away. I admire how they are not afraid
of anything. I stare at the alpha. He is proud. His shoulders tilt in a defensive
manner. His behaviour is traditional to prey but there is also something irregular in his behaviour. The darkness of the forest is reflected in his eyes.
He gradually places his left paw forward, I flinch. Now, I am mirrored in the
wolf’s eyes. Like I am him and he is me. His fur is darker than the others,
making him stronger. White-ash fur defines his toxic eyes. Snow crystals are
buried in the fur from previous wintery nights. The alpha stands there unmoving. The other wolves seem confused. He stops the sense of doubt with
an echoing howl. I slowly creep backwards… there is a loud thud to my head.
Blackness…
Soon after, I wake up. The sound of rushing water floods my ears. I move my
head. It pounds with pain like a hammer hitting a nail. The icy wind screams
through the forest. The cold air itches against the right side of my forehead. I
raise my hand, lightly touching my forehead. My hand is smothered in blood.
A sense of panic surged through my soul. What happened? Thirst lingers in
my throat; I crawl towards the rushing water which glistened in the winter
sun. My blistered hands dip into the refreshing water, cupping the water and
throwing it into my mouth; savouring every drop. I peer at my surroundings.
The shadows of the trees made the forest dark. The river had a spotlight like
a path to heaven. No- one was in sight!
Georgina Dawson – Year 9

Issue 205

www.woldgate.net

Today and tomorrow
Tomorrow in the morning
The lark will leave his lair
spin his glassy symphony
and string it through the air.
It will ring against the trees
And ricochet to my feet
Eyes of ice staring at its spinner amongst the leaves.
Metal frozen, numb
Like the song which sliced my ear
Bullets crack and scream, some
welcome sound, but spitting sin
it whispers as it locks its aim
entrails snagged on a hawthorn tree
hanging perfect picture, red paint as its frame.
Heaving sepia feathers
Twisting to the ground
Shroud the victim vainly
like one person in a crowd
The sky began to blacken
And I turn to walk away
There will be no tomorrow
Just another today.
This poem was written by Maisie Howard in Year 9
as part of a murder mystery project. Maisie writes
from the viewpoint of the murderer, capturing their
disturbing vision of a dark world.

Friday 5th June 2020
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Pupils' Artwork
Some of the artwork we have been receiving from our pupils as they continue their studies at
home.
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mrs Minton Writes:

D

espite the world feeling so strangely different over the last few months, I am proud to say that the
positivity and hard-working nature of the Woldgate community is one thing that has not changed. I have
been inspired to hear of so many lower school pupils setting themselves well-structured working routines
whilst also taking the opportunity to develop new skills and techniques. I have heard stories of pupils assisting
parents in their primary school lesson planning, some learning British Sign Language and others becoming keen
bakers! This is all amazing and I really encourage you to maintain this all-important balance between academic
studies and extra-curricular challenge.

M rs A M inton

I continue to ask for the support of parents in helping our pupils to engage with the work their teachers are
setting on Doddle. Setting aside timetabled slots in the day to complete work with regular breaks, and lots
of fresh, air is really important. As a reminder, last week we unlocked a new function on ClassCharts to allow parents and
carers to award their children Great Merit, Character and Value Rewards (one each per day) through the ClassCharts Parents’
App. This has already proved to be incredibly popular. This will help with motivating and
supporting pupils, and we are seeing many parents and carers using this. In some subject
areas, Lower School pupils can also begin to upload their completed work on ClassCharts,
so that feedback can be provided and merits awarded! Please do email your child’s year
group email account: Year7@woldgate.net or Year8@woldgate.net if you have any queries
about work that has been set.
Head of Lower School

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Year 8 parents for the pivotal role they
have played in our Year 8 Options process this Year. Amidst challenging circumstances,
Mr Davies and I have been so grateful for the comprehensive discussions you have been
having with our pupils as well as the careful option choices that have already been made.
I would just like to remind you of the online platform dedicated to this process that has
information on the choices pupils need to make as well as an outline of the process. This
online platform was shared via your child’s email account. The link to make the final choices
has also been emailed to parents.
Meanwhile our Year 6 pupils have been stepping up to the challenges set via videos
shared on our brand new transition website. They are already
displaying the Woldgate values of great character in the amazing
hope jars they have been creating. These jars contain all the hopes
they wish to come true once lockdown is lifted and their smiley
faces have certainly made us smile too! Keep up this brilliant work
Year 6!
I would be delighted to hear of other extra-curricular challenges
that lower school pupils have been setting themselves so please
do send photos of these to office@woldgate.net so that I can
share them next week. Please take care and stay safe over the
coming weeks.
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UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Atkinson Writes:

A

warm hello from the Upper School Team. We do hope that you and your families are keeping
safe in these challenging times. It has been lovely to hear that many of you have been
developing new skills, while enjoying the time being spent at home. Mrs Wright, Ms Black and
I have really enjoyed keeping in touch and so please look out for these calls, especially if we have not
been able to reach you yet.

M rs I Atkinson

Head of Upper School

Where we have heard that you and your families are safe and well, we breathe a sigh of relief. It
is great to then hear that many of you are getting on with chores, knitting, painting, decorating,
building sheds and bird feeders, cooking and baking cakes, working on farms and really taking the time to learn
new skills. Please take photos of your projects; it would be lovely if you could share these with us.
Many of you seem to be getting the balance right, so well done and keep up with your learning. You are mastering
your organisational skills, as well as, building up resilience. These are skills that are essential as you continue
your studies and as you plan for the future. We know that it is not easy and that you have met many challenges.
However, you have also told us how proud you are, when you have taken steps to overcome these challenges and
gone on to achieve the goals that you had set yourselves. Please know that we are very proud of the dedication
and commitment with your independent learning.
For those of you who are still not engaging with the home learning, it is important that you let us know what
extra support you may need. We know that the changes that you are experiencing are unprecedented and we
understand that your motivation may not be as great as when you are in school. However, keeping your brain
active and engaged with your school work is important, as well as, maintaining a lifelong love of learning. We
will be back in school at some point and practicing these good habits during this time will be beneficial to your
continued development.
Just a reminder to you and your families, that the schoolwork is being set via ClassCharts. You will have received a
login code for this. If you need support with any of this, please contact Mrs Wright or Ms Black. As we continue to
prepare for your return to school, please know that your Form Tutors and the rest of the staff are looking forward
to seeing you. Please continue to engage in your home learning, enjoy learning new skills and, most importantly,
value the time with your families. Take care of yourselves and each other, until we see you again.

Friday 5th June 2020
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.
With the increased amount of time that your children are spending online, it is more important than ever that they
are confident in knowing how to keep themselves safe. We have therefore included two Online Safety Information
documents to help your children stay safe online during this period and beyond. The documents contain links and
age-appropriate activities for pupils that help to reinforce these important skills.
We have also summarised below other ways in which you can support your child with their online safety below:
•

Explore together: Ask your child to show you their favourite websites and apps and what they do on them.
Listen, show interest and encourage them to teach you the basics of the site or app.

•

Chat a little and often about online safety. If you are introducing them to new learning websites and apps while
school is closed, take the opportunity to talk to them about how to stay safe online.

•

Help your child to identify a trusted adult who can help them if they are worried. This includes you as their
parent and other adults in the home.

•

Be non-judgemental: Explain that you would never blame them for anything that might happen online, and you
will always give them calm, loving support.

•

Supervise their online activity: Keep the devices your child uses in communal areas of the house such as the
living room or kitchen where an adult is available.

•

Talk about how their online actions affect others: If your child is engaging with others online, remind them to
consider how someone else might feel before they post or share something.

•

Use ‘Safesearch’: Most web search engines will have a ‘safesearch’ function or button, which will limit the content
your child can access when online. Look in the ‘settings’ for the search engine.

•

Use parental controls: These enable you to limit the content your child can search and view, apps they can
download, and even control screen time and ‘bedtime’. These are available through broadband providers, as
well as Google and Apple.

•

More information can be found on the following website: www.thinkuknow.co.uk and www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
parents.

Please take the time to go through the following activities with your children, and the advice summarised above.
Thank you once again for all of your support in what is a very difficult time for everybody.
Mr L Sloman
Senior Deputy Headteacher
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Activities for 11-13s

Number 1, 24/03/2020

Activity 1: Watch First to a Million




Download the First to a Million Powerpoint file here. It’s a big file so it may take a few
minutes.
Open the Powerpoint and watch the film. First to a Million is an interactive drama where
you choose what happens next.
In the final scene of First to a Million Jamal looks to camera and says “You were there,
what do you think we should do?”. Write down and answer these questions:
o How has each character been affected by what has happened? (Jamal,
Meg, Tariq, Aleeya, Lucas)
o What do you think each character should do next?

Activity 2: First to A Million – What Happened Next?




Re-open the Powerpoint file and watch the ‘Character Films’, which show what Meg,
Lucas, Tariq and Aleeya did next.
While you watch, write down the name of all the support services for young people
which get mentioned.
After watching, write down and answer the following questions:
1. Which services can remove a nude image or video of an under 18 year old?
2. Where could Tariq get emotional support?
3. How did CEOP help Lucas?
 Tell your parent/carer about what you have learned, either straight away or later on.
 Optional extension task: There is no ‘Character Film’ for Jamal. Write your own
ending to Jamal’s story, or create a film script or storyboard.

About Thinkuknow
Thinkuknow is the online safety education programme from the National Crime Agency.
You’ll find lots of support and advice for young people at www.thinkuknow.co.uk.
Parents and carers: Once a fortnight, on Tuesdays, we will produce an activity sheet to help
you support your child while schools are partially closed. There’s also plenty of advice for
parents and carers on keeping your child safe online at www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents.

Friday 5th June 2020

Issue 205

15

Activities for ages 14+

Number 1, 24/03/2020

Activity 1: Mind map - School’s out... What could this
mean for young people’s lives online?







Get a blank sheet of paper and a pen.
Write the question “School’s out… What could this mean for young
people’s lives online?” in the middle.
Make a mind map based on the question. Think about how the current
school closures could affect young people’s lives online, and write down
as many ideas as you can think of. Try to come up with both positive and
negative possible impacts.
Think of any questions this makes you want to get answers to, and write
these on the paper too.
Keep this sheet as paper as we will come back to it!

Activity 2: The Thinkuknow 14+ website








Visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk/14_plus/
Explore the website, paying particular attention to the advice articles
under ‘Need advice?’
On a blank piece of paper, draw a line down the middle to make two
sections for ‘pros’ and ‘cons’. Write a list of what you like and don’t like
about the website.
Get your mind map from Activity 1 and think about the current situation in
the UK. Is there any advice you feel young people need at the moment
that isn’t currently covered on the website?
We want to hear your ideas! Tell your parents about your work and
encourage them to fill in the survey for parents at
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents. They can use this to tell us what you have
come up with

About Thinkuknow
Thinkuknow is the online safety education programme from the National Crime
Agency. You’ll find lots of support and advice for teens at www.thinkuknow.co.uk.
Parents and carers: Once a fortnight, on Tuesdays, we will produce an activity sheet
to help you support your child while schools are partially closed. For more advice on
keeping your child safe online visit: www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/.
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mr Hardie Writes:

I

hope you and your families are all well!

I am very pleased to confirm that from September our Sixth Form is going to be
collaborating with Longcroft Sixth Form in Beverley. This exciting collaboration has
allowed us to offer an even wider range of A-level and BTEC courses to pupils transitioning
from Year 11 into Year 12. We already have very close ties to Longcroft School and
M JH
extending this partnership will allow pupils to study courses at both sites and gives us
H
S
F
the opportunity to introduce brand new courses. It also gives us the opportunity to invite
students from Beverley to join us at Woldgate for some of their studies. For our Year 11 pupils who are
joining us in September you will be receiving in the post some transition packs which will provide you
with some course information and some areas of work to start looking at over the summer. I would
strongly recommend you use these booklets to give yourself a strong foundation for starting in the
Sixth Form.
r

ead of

ardie

ixth

orm

I would like to say well done to our current Year 12 students who continue to work incredibly hard under
these very difficult circumstances. I have received so much positive feedback from staff on the work you
are completing and submitting. Next week you will be receiving information about post 18 options and
the UCAS process. Please do start to give some thought to what those next steps might look like for you
and start those conversations with family.
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Mrs Geary Writes:

A

s I write this, the sun is streaming through the open windows and the blackbirds nesting near
by are serenading me with their joyful symphonies. It seems that this has been the pattern for
many mornings as days have melded into weeks; the sky has been a brilliant blue and the air

M rs S G eary

Head of Inclusion

clear.

Perhaps I have just had more time to appreciate them.
WH Auden famously wrote: “What is this life if, full of care, We have no time to stand and stare. /No time to stand
beneath the boughs/And stare as long as sheep or cows. /No time to see, when woods we pass, /Where squirrels
hide their nuts in grass…A poor life this if, full of care, /We have no time to stand and stare.
Perhaps you too have noticed the clarity of the air or the extended birdsong ringing out, not having to compete with
the noise of traffic?
Lockdown has been hard in so many ways, but nature has continued. The tiny buds on the trees in March have
now become full blossom and the beginnings of fruit; taking walks for our permitted exercise has helped us to see
change and growth in the hedgerows and fields.
I think back to the cold Autumn day when a small group of Year 7 pupils, Mrs Bellwood and myself planted tulip and
daffodil bulbs in the quad in D Block.
I asked the pupils: “Who believes that these bulbs will grow? They all answered confidently that they all believed
they would, but as the days passed and they kept checking, there didn’t seem to be any hope. But gardening is all
about patience and, just before Easter, I was able to take a photo of the beautiful blooms.
In my back garden at home, I have an impressive peony which was a gift from Y11, now Y13 as they stood down
before their GCSE exams. It has taken two years to blossom but definitely worth the wait. Looking at the amazing
flower it brings back fond memories of a wonderful Year Group.
So, a challenge, as we have to have patience before we can return to school; why not find something in nature which
you have not noticed before or you could plant a seed such as a sunflower? Perhaps take a picture, draw it, write a
song or a poem about it or just watch as grows and changes.
Audrey Hepburn the actress is quoted as saying: “To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.” It’s a quote about
inspiration, and about trusting that the seeds you sow today will one day blossom into something beautiful and
meaningful. Even this difficult time may turn into the start of something positive and hopeful.
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