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Goodbye to Year 11 and Year 13 and thank you
for all the amazing memories
Friday 10th July 2020
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Headteacher's Welcome

A
M r J B ritton
H eadteacher

t the start of this academic year, I was so very excited to see our children in Year 11 and
Sixth Form start the final year of their examination studies. As I saw them in lessons and
school, I still remembered when they started in Year 7. As children on their first day of
school, excited and looking forward to starting their studies at Woldgate School. I had, since
they joined our school, seen them every day enjoying school and learning. Often, like you do as
a parent, I needed to glance twice as I realised how much they had changed over a holiday or
over the years.

I could see in lessons, from speaking to them and looking through their books, that they were quite exceptional
and working so very hard. I knew they were lovely young adults, kind and thoughtful and expected that
they would try their very best and achieve exceptionally highly academically, in line with similar year groups
historically. They were ready for their examinations. I was so very proud of them and looking forward to the
prom at Barmbyfield Barns for Year 11 and in Fulford for Sixth Form.
That moment when they would sit their examinations was not to come. I know that education is more than
examinations – our whole school is based on providing our children with a wealth of experience, through a
varied curriculum, an enriched education. The many opportunities available to our pupils and students, within
our small, warm and friendly community. Examinations though were the focus for our Year 11 and Sixth Form
(Year 13) and I know how many were deeply frustrated, at times angry and most certainly disappointed not
to have had the opportunity to sit those tests or celebrate the end of their studies.
I know Mr Smith and Mrs Lawson are organising the Proms, once guidance allows, and we will celebrate with
our Year 11 pupils and Year 13 Sixth Form students their achievements. It is vitally important we do. I have
seen so many of our pupils and Sixth Form students since lockdown began and share those regrets expressed
by our children – it was not how any of us would have wanted their time at school to end. I hope and know
though that once we adapt, once venues reopen, we can celebrate the end of their Year 11 and 13 studies.
I do want, as we approach the end of this distressing period, to recognise the achievements of those
pupils and students. To say ‘thank you’ to them and to remind them of their many personal and academic
accomplishments over the last five or seven years. To let our children know it has been a privilege to join them
on that journey. They are kind, caring and able young adults, who I know will thrive, whatever their next steps.
So, thank you and I look forward to meeting again, in school, in the community in which we live or at your
celebration event. Regardless of the challenges you have faced, never lose sight of your accomplishments. I
am very proud of you.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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n the last two years it has been my privilege to teach three groups from across Years 11
and 13.

M r G Davies
Head of School

When the news broke suddenly that schools would close and that the exam season
would be cancelled, my colleagues and I found ourselves teaching what we suspected (but
couldn't be sure) would be our last lessons with these year groups - some weeks before we
had planned to.

As an English teacher I have spent many years - thousands upon thousands of hours speaking in front of young people. On those two days I found myself so many times genuinely lost for
words. So many children were too. The common rooms and classrooms quieter than usual. In a short
assembly we repeated that this would not be our last goodbye.
Today would have been the Year 11 Prom and I am grateful to Mr Smith, Mr Wright, and Ms Atkinson
for writing to parents of Year 11 this week to reassure them that their Prom will take place next year
once we are able to conduct it safely. I look forward to an event in the coming year where we may also
welcome back Year 13.
I know how incredibly hard the two year groups worked. As a teacher and as Deputy Headteacher
conducting interviews on a regular basis with young people about their subjects, their ambitions, and
their revision, I cannot imagine what it must have been like to hear the news that the exams, so long
prepared for would not, in the end be taken. I am confident, as our estimated grades are sent to the exam
boards, that we have represented their hard work over their time at Woldgate through this challenging
process. While we cannot be sure that our carefully collated grades will be awarded as submitted, I
can say that I know that my colleagues shared a genuine faith in the achievements these children were
capable of. I firmly believe their exams would have been some of the school's strongest.
We will write to families of Year 11 and 13 in due course about the arrangements for collecting results
but it will be an opportunity to see pupils and students again that I will look forward to.
This is not a final goodbye but we have asked colleague, pupils, and students to leave messages for each
other to share before the summer. We have included a selection here in the Newsletter and I know Mr
Smith and Mr Hardie will send the full messages home to each year group.
I look forward to seeing many pupils return as Year 12 students and am pleased at the prospect of
teaching many of them again in English Language A level and perhaps picking up where we left off with
the written and spoken word.
The class of 2020 will always be remembered due to the exceptional circumstances - but they will also
always be admired for their spark and brilliance. I hope they learn that while exams and grades are the
punctuation marks that end an education, they are not its message or its only treasures.

A

s we draw towards the end of the summer term all is strange and new. However, one thing remains
the same: we are saying goodbye to many of you in Year 11 and Year 13. I have stated previously
that I hope that the best of what Woldgate has to offer will go with you all. I know how proud of
you all your teachers are, and I hope that you are equally proud of them.
On behalf of Governors I am pleased to wish you all the best and good fortune in your futures, whatever
road they take you down.
Stay safe, live well and good luck.
John Sinclair
Chair of Governors

of great merit, character and value.’
Friday 10th July 2020
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Last words from Mr Smith to Year 11
It has been a strange ending in strange times but the ending should not cloud the journey. Many of you
will be upset that you did not get the chance to say ‘goodbye’ in the traditional Woldgate way, especially
as today we would have been holding the Year 11 Prom; however, keep those prom dresses and suits safe
as Mrs Wright has a cunning plan. You should have received a communication regarding this and I hope
it will go a little way to make up for your disappointment and give us all something to look forward to.
Although the ending is unique, the journey was similar to many previous year groups. Entering the school
as a fresh-faced keen Year 7, we have seen you grow into mature young adults; a credit to yourselves as
well as the school. There have been some downs on the way but they are more than compensated for by
the numerous peaks you have climbed.
The team of Form Tutors and myself received you as Year 8s and we set you the challenge of being the
best year group. This challenge, to be successful, depended upon a strong relationship between you and
your tutors. Through your cooperation and their dedication, I believe we rose to the task. I would like to
thank them for their work. Every member of the tutor team has played their role and encouraged you
to succeed. Sometimes it required more than gentle persuasion but I am sure you agree that they were
always willing to go the extra yard for you.
I would like to share some of my personal memories of the year group. Don’t panic, I won’t be singling
out individuals, I will leave that to our prom! As you know I am very much a routines person and set great
emphasis on the daily routine and the form competition. My favourite was always the weekly quiz and
the way the competition spilled over to your tutors; they would argue more than you regarding results
and how much help had been given. The quote in the weekly PowerPoint was also a favourite. As you
know, I love my quotes but I will let you into the secret, it was meant as a way of ensuring you had read
the information, hence why it was always at the end!.
I was also always impressed by how you conducted yourselves around the school and were willing to play
an enthusiastic part in extra curricular activities. From our sports people, musicians, performing artists
to name but a few, there were always willing contributors from the year group. This was evident by how
many of you appeared in the school performances or represented school teams. The year group also
played its enthusiastic part in House Enrichment Days, Sports Days, the School Walk and other year enrichment activities, although I still wonder if some tutors enjoyed three in a bucket more than you!! This
enthusiasm was shown by the numbers participating in school trips and it was with great pleasure that
I frequently received news of your behaviour and conduct being a credit to yourselves and the school.
At the beginning of Year 11, I told you that you were Woldgate’s 1st Team. The year group on which the
school would be judged. Obviously, exam results play a large part in this but I am positive that if you had
sat them, you would have excelled. Let no one say that you were not worthy of your results. The hard
work you put in before lockdown showed your dedication and willingness to achieve. Combine this with
your contribution to the school and you are a 1st team who we are very proud of and you certainly played
in the Premier League. Most importantly, you will be missed.
Some of you will move onto new pastures and I, with your tutors wish you all the success you deserve.
Many of you will return to Woldgate and continue your journey with us and I look forward to seeing your
progress over the next two years.
And so, I will finish with a quote, one of my favourites which is attributed to Abraham Lincoln and I think
is sage advice.
Good luck, thank you for being a year group I can be so proud of and I wish you all the future success and
happiness your hard work so richly deserves. Until we meet again and remember:
‘Whatever you are, be a good one.’
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Messages from staff to pupils and
students
An ode to my Business students of 2020
The 2020 Business class were an eclectic collection of folk
With diverse aspirations and wide-reaching visions of hope.
I shall miss the waiting for Will, and the infamous Dixon Delay
With the habitual three second pause, before he would have his say
Then there’s Patrick patter, which always came with a smirk
And all of his excuses, as to why he had not quite done his work
And I am grateful for Mr Driver who helped me late one day
To set up the Enterprise Evening, where he should have had a say!
Together these three would tell me, how great they really were
So much better than the girls, they said, which always caused a stir
They made a loss on sweeties’ sales, as they ate up all their stock
So, not a great revelation, but they really were quite shocked.
Meanwhile, the business girls, sat basking in their glory
As they were, quite simply……………. a totally different story
Champions of the PJ challenges and winners of all their tasks
For Freya, Faith and Lily there was nothing they could not grasp
They supported me on Open Evenings, they were always by my side
My greatest Business Ambassadors, who gave me constant pride
Finally, there is Mr Loft, who sits towards the back,
He chose to flit between the groups and never joined a pack
He would shake his head in disbelief, as the banter filled the room
Our classroom was one of laughter, a place which held no gloom
You have asked me; will I miss you? I think you know I will
But it is time for you to go now, it’s not time to be still
The hardest part of my job is to stay when you all leave
But the greatest part of my job is to see you all achieve
So, take care my Business students, I really wish you well
And THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH, for making my job so swell.
Miss Russell

Friday 10th July 2020

Issue 210

5

To all my Year 11 geographers: I'm sorry
that we never got the opportunity to say
'goodbye' - hopefully I'll see a lot of you
back for Sixth Form. It has been a pleasure teaching you for the last year - what
a shame I wasn't with you for Year 10 as
well. I'll never forget some of the more
'interesting' questions and debates we've
had.
Miss Rowland
To my Year 11 English class
Amazing memories... amazing progress...
amazing ability to put years on your poor
teacher.

Dear Year 13
I am so sorry that you were not able to
see your final year out at Woldgate. I was
so sad to see you leave, not having had
the chance to sit your exams or to enjoy
all of our usual end of year celebrations.
Thank you for being a really great Year 13,
it’s been a pleasure having you all in Sixth
Form and I will miss you! You are all fab
and I have no doubt will go on to do great
things.
I am looking forward to when we can all
get together and celebrate your time
here at Woldgate, when we are allowed
to, and to hear how you are all getting on.
Wishing you all the very best for a very
bright, happy and healthy future.
Love and best wishes.

Missing you.

Mrs Bourne

Mr Crisp

Year 13:
I have really enjoyed our time together
even though it was unceremoniously cut
short. I am proud to be able to say that
I was one of your tutors and have been
impressed by your motivation as individuals and your tenacity as a group. Rosie,
Chloe, Imogen, Ellie and Laura - you have
all been a pleasure to teach and I hope
that you achieve all of your goals and,
most importantly, stay healthy and happy in the challenging times ahead. All the
best and keep in touch.
Year 11:
After the tears that were shed when
you left abruptly in March I hope that
you realise how important you were
to our community at Woldgate. I know
that I miss the chatter and buzz that you
brought with you into B2. You worked
brilliantly as individuals and had a great
rapport as a group. You have all been
a pleasure to teach and I hope that you
achieve all of your goals and, most importantly, stay healthy and happy in the
challenging times ahead. Looking forward to working with some of you again
in the future. All the best and keep in
touch.
Mrs Draper
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I would like to wish all of the students in my Year 11 Double and Year 11 Triple Biology
classes a happy future. I hope that you are all well and go on to make a positive difference
in the World.
Mrs Reid

“If everything was perfect, you would never
learn and you would never grow.” Beyoncé

“Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about
creating yourself.” George Bernard Shaw

The 20 students in A level Biology 2018 to
2020 are the loveliest group of students we
have ever had. Your work ethic has been brilliant for the whole two years, you have worked
with us and taken on board our advice. You can
go on to do great things, just believe in yourselves, try to realise and accept how good you
are. We wish you well for your future, whatever this may be. Please pop in and see us
next year and tell us how you are doing, you
can then pick up your Woldgate Biology 20182020 pencil too, as some of you only need this
to complete your full set!

Miss Burrows

Mrs Reid

This year will never be forgotten. It was the
year everything stopped. Although it has
been disappointing to have your exams cancelled you have achieved so much and should
be really proud. It has been a pleasure to work
with you and watch you grow as artists. I wish
you all the luck with your future adventures!

To my Year 11 English class I would like
to say how sorry I was not to get to say
‘goodbye’ properly and how exceptionally
proud i am of you all. You were a pleasure
to teach and will be amazing in whatever
you choose to do next. I wish you every
success for the future and keep reading!

So many memories of you all, you have
been an amazing year group and I will truly miss each and every one of you.
I have seen you all accomplish so many
things in the last five years at Woldgate .
Myself and Mr Smith are so very proud to
have had a wonderful year group.

To my A level Media class: being a student
of media never stops and I'm sure you've
all been applying your learning to the
news coverage over the last four months.
It was an absolute joy to teach you and to
be a part of your media education. Well
done and good luck for the future!

Good luck, aim high and reach for the
stars
Mrs Wright

To my A level English Language class:
studying English Language with you all
was an absolute privilege. You did yourselves proud and I was so impressed by
the progress and dedication you showed
to the course. We don't need an exam to
show how brilliant you are. It was obvious
in every lesson. Well done and all the best.
To my Year 13 form: although I was only
your form tutor for six months, it felt like
I'd always known you and what an honour
to know such brilliant individuals. I am so
proud of you all and you should be too. I
know that you will be fabulous at whatever you choose to do next. Enjoy it, be kind
to yourselves and well done.
Ms Barker

Friday 10th July 2020
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Messages to staff from Year
11 pupils and Year 13 students
Thank you to Mr Smith for being
such a brilliant Head of Year, especially when he helped get me back
on the right path in Year 8.
What really stood out for me at Woldgate
was the belief that my science teachers
had in me at A level. They pushed me to
work harder by showing me how to improve so that I could experience what it
takes to achieve well both at school and
in life.

Oliver Hudson – Year 11

A big thank you to Mrs Bourne and my
form tutor Mr Stathers for supporting me
through my UCAS application for university; including assisting me when writing
my personal statement as well as helping to arrange experience in the field I’m
hopefully going to work in, and finally, for
being there for myself and my year group
throughout my time in sixth form.

James Kilham - Year 13

Maddie Gray - Year 13
Thank you to the Drama Department,
for all the work you’ve put into our year
such as, trips and getting to school for
a ridiculous time in the morning, so we
could rehearse before our devising performance.
Thank you to Mr. Crisp for always encouraging me and helping me never to feel at
a disadvantage in English.
Miss Russell, my form tutor and A level
Business teacher has been very helpful
and supportive throughout my time in
the Sixth Form. Miss Russell’s enthusiasm
for her subject has inspired me to study
Business Management at university.

Elspeth Steele - Year 11

In my seven years at Woldgate, I could
never have predicted that my time at the
school would end like this. I would like to
say a massive thank you to all my A level
teachers, as well as the other Sixth Form
staff who have supported me over the
past two years. I am looking forward to
taking the next step in my education, no
matter what the future brings. Thanks
again to all at Woldgate for a great seven
years!

Whilst at Woldgate, we have had some
amazing opportunities as a group being
part of the Peter Jones Enterprise Academy, and completing flash challenges
throughout the two years. A particularly
good memory is being part of a team of
four A level Business students winning
an enterprise competition in York pitching a new chocolate product to the York
Cocoa House, which we later developed,
produced and packaged for sale in the
York store.

Tilly Mitchell - Year 13

Will Dixon - Year 13
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I would like to thank Mr Clark for making Computer
Science so much fun to learn. The amount of effort
and dedication you put into your lessons is astounding. Whenever any of us had problems understanding the content you very happily spent the extra time
during lunch and break to ensure that we felt happy
about what we had learned. By taking the initiative
to change the course from AQA to OCR you gave us
a greater chance of achieving our best grade. You ensured that everyone worked towards improving their
knowledge - from marking practice questions and
past papers in detail to creating individualised revision booklets - taking full advantage of any resource
that gave us further details about the topics which
would inevitably decide whether some of us got a
level 5 or a 6. Your persistence and encouragement
led to homework being completed on time and books
being kept neat so that we felt confident in our work.
Thank you.
Skye Bowman - Year 11
I would like to say thank you to all of the
staff at Woldgate School for making my
seven years there so memorable. Every
teacher I have had from Year 7 to Year 13
has helped me grow and become the person I am today. In particular, I would like
to thank Miss Russell for everything she
did for me during my time in Sixth Form,
she really helped me to discover what I
am passionate about and therefore what
I would like to pursue my future career in.
I have had so many amazing memories at
Woldgate, including Charity Week in Year
12 and 13, the Berlin trip in Year 11 and
the Year 11 Prom. These are memories I
will keep forever. 10/10 and would definitely recommend to a friend on TripAdvisor.

A huge thank you to Mr Wise for
being a great form tutor and for
putting up with us when we were
grumpy in the mornings.
Charlotte Schofield and Harry Guy –
Year 11

Thank you to the English Department for endless encouragement
and biscuit Friday, the Biology Department for the cups of tea on a
Monday afternoon and the courage
you gave me that I could do anything
I put my mind to and finally to the
Drama Department, without them I
wouldn't be who I am and I wouldn't
trade the experience of our final
performance for the world.
Sarah France - Year 13

My favourite subjects have been the
sciences, especially during my GCSE years.
I would like to say a special thank you to
my science teachers; they have all been
happy to help and supported me in being
able to understand the subject and hopefully achieve good grades in my exams.

Faith Dawson - Year 13

Alicia Reed - Year 11

I want to thank my maths teacher, Mr.
Hardie, for helping me get through GCSE
maths whilst making the lessons entertaining - even when everyone sees maths
as their worst enemy. I'm also extremely
grateful for his extra help outside of lessons, when I was struggling. This helped
me so much and has encouraged me to do
A level maths.
Rose Ella - Year 11

Friday 10th July 2020
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LOWER SCHOOL

Mrs Minton Writes:

I

t will be a real pleasure to welcome Year 7 and 8 pupils into school over the next week to
meet one-on-one with a member of our Lower School Form Tutor team before the summer
break. We are hopeful this opportunity might help your child with their transition back to
school in September. The interview will provide an opportunity for pupils to leave home, the
first time for many, and to join us in school where we can hopefully ease any anxieties they
might have about returning full time in September.

M rs A M inton

Please note that pupils will not be required to wear school uniform. It will be a supportive
interview intended to reflect on home learning over the last few weeks but also to look
forward to September and getting back into school routines. I know as a team, our Form Tutors are not
only looking forward to discussing the academic side of your child's life over the last few weeks but also
to catch up with any new hobbies or pursuits they may have taken up as result of lock down. I loved to hear
about Sophia in Year 8 this week, who has supplemented her schoolwork with riding lessons at Burnby
Equestrian Centre every Wednesday morning. Sophia has been thoroughly enjoyed this and has found a
love for horses and riding. Well done Sophia! It would be lovely to hear more stories like Sophia's and to
catch up on what all our pupils have been doing over what has been a very challenging time.
Head of Lower School

If you would like your child to have the opportunity to meet with a member of the Form Tutor team
then please do book an interview using the following link: https://
woldgateschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/
We have also been busy this week getting our Year 6 pupils ready for
September by starting our uniform 'click and collect' service. If you
have not yet ordered uniform for your Year 6 child then please follow
the step by step process outlined in the letter sent home last week.
All information can also be found on the transition website, linked via
the green button here: https://www.woldgate.net/year-6-transition.
html
If you have not yet obtained your login details for the site then
email: transition@woldgate.net with your child's name and date of
birth. Please note that all Year 6 uniform orders must be made and
collected by Friday 17th July and that you must leave two working
days between making your order and booking an appointment time
to collect it. I would like to thank parents for their patience and
continued support with this and I hope that pupils have enjoyed trying
on their new uniform for the first time at home and feeling
part of the Woldgate community. We are so excited about
meeting you all in September!
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UPPER SCHOOL

Mrs Atkinson Writes:

U

nder normal circumstances, we would be in the final stages of planning for the School
Walk, Prom and Enrichment Activities. For all of these, we would be hoping for good
weather!

M rs I Atkinson

The Woldgate School walk is a long-held school tradition and generations of pupils remember
fondly the chance to enjoy the countryside around school, to appreciate time with friends
before breaking up for the summer and raising money for a charity chosen by Year 7.

Head of Upper School

The wonderful scenery which is around Woldgate School, is often taken for granted by
those of us who see it every day, but over the past weeks, more and more of us have had the opportunity
to experience nature changing and to watch trees first grow buds, then flowers and finally fruit.
The sense of community is very clearly shown on the school walk, as pupils follow the well-trodden route
of previous years. It is often further than some pupils regularly walk and the encouragement of the back
markers, is much appreciated, but the sense of achievement at the end is very clear. It is always lovely
to see the smiling faces, even on rainy days, knowing that the pupils have completed the challenge, and
accomplished yet another, end of term goal.
Over the past few weeks as we have been speaking with Year 9, Year 10 and Year 12 about how their
“Lockdown” is going, it has been great to hear what has been achieved by so many: excellent pieces of
work and projects; long walks with families and the ubiquitous banana bread! We have heard about virtual
cooking with Scouts, music lessons, auditions, sewing and decorating, and the loveliest birthday surprise
by a group of friends, to one very special young person.
All this is so positive and yet in normal times we would have had so much more to celebrate in the coming
days. We have missed the exciting sporting and enrichment activities that bring the school to life, at the
end of a very long term. We have also missed the buzz of having the Year 11s and 13s around school. They
must know that we value their dedication and the contributions that they have made during their time
here. With the support of their families and under the Leadership of Mr Smith, Mrs Wright and the Year 11
team, they have flourished into a most amazing set of young people, who, through no fault of their own,
have found themselves in the most extraordinary circumstances.
As we say “goodbye”, albeit not in the way we would have planned, we hope that they feel that they
have accomplished so much on their journey through Woldgate School and we wish them every success
for the future wherever their paths take them. We look forward to a time when we can celebrate these
achievements, see them, in their beautiful dresses and suits, arriving in the most amazing vehicles;
celebrating their ‘Prom’.
For now, know that you are special; know that you are valued; have the confidence to follow
your dreams.
Friday 10th July 2020
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our
physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well.
As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health.
Social Media – Advice for parents
During this challenging time, social media has been a lifeline for many people all over the world. Social
media has enormous power to unite people, to share ideas and experiences and help build a more united
world. However, social media, like all tools, needs to be handled carefully, ideally after a degree of training. We have therefore included some advice on potential risks and challenges that young people may
face on social media to support them and help them make smarter choices about how they interact and
share with others on social media platforms:
Has your child been affected by content shared online?
· Encourage your child to think about why friends may share certain posts. Show them how to gently challenge their friends if they find their content offensive. Remind them they can always talk to you about
things happening online.
· Judge what effect the content is having on your child. Ensure they know that they should report abusive
or inappropriate content on the social platform and consider blocking anyone that may be saying hurtful
things.
· If they are deeply affected by the posts, consider advising them to take a break from the social network
and concentrate on other activities that might make them happier.
· If you feel that the comments may be affecting your child’s mental health and wellbeing, it’s best to go
and see your GP. Depending on the seriousness of the comments, it might be advisable to file a police report. If you do take this step, make sure you keep some evidence that records what’s happened and how
it’s affected them.
Are they chatting to strangers online?
· Make sure your child understands that people may hide behind fake profiles for dishonest reasons and
the person they’ve been chatting to could easily be someone with bad intentions.
· Remind your child that they should never give out personal information to someone they don’t know
online. Make sure they understand what personal information is. According to research on average 6 out
10 of children’s online friends are not ‘real’ friends offline.
· Be clear with your child that they should never meet someone face to face without your consent. Show
them how to block and report anything offensive. Your child should know they can come and talk to you if
someone or something is making them feel uncomfortable online.
Posting embarrassing images online
Remind your child that these images are their personal digital footprint for years to come and advise them
to use settings that only let them share with friends they know.
You can also help them maintain a positive presence online by:
· Encouraging them to think before they share. They should understand that their actions online can affect
both themselves and others.
· Teach your child that it’s difficult to keep things private online. Even messages sent between friends get
passed on and accounts can be hacked. You should also tell your child not to post anything they wouldn’t
want thousands of people to see. If they’re not happy to wear it on their T-shirt they shouldn’t post it online.
· Be a role model so your child understands that you’d never post anything that you wouldn’t want them
to see.
Mr L Sloman
Senior Deputy Headteacher
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SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Mr Hardie Writes:

I

t would be easy for our Year 13 students to leave Woldgate with a bitter taste in their mouth
as their final weeks at school were taken away from them but I would hope that many will
think of the hundreds of positive experiences and memories they will have created in their
time with us and will leave feeling proud of the adults they’ve become.

M r J H ardie

Head of S ixth Form

I have very fond memories of this year group. I have taught many of them at varying times
throughout their school life and there are several students who I taught in Year 7 and then
had the pleasure of teaching again in Year 13 for A-level Maths.

I always found Year 13 to be full of incredibly polite and positive individuals. I always enjoyed talking
to them, while doing lunchtime duties with lunchtime prefects, planning charity week with the senior
prefect team, during progress meetings and even just in the common room and study room.
I would imagine that a lot of students’ memories of school will revolve around school trips. The highlight
of my Year as Head of Sixth Form was probably taking the Year 13 students to Inflatanation in Beverley,
where they enjoyed the giant bouncy castles as if they were still in Year 7. The next day I certainly felt my
age when I woke up with a sore neck. I also had the pleasure of joining students on our annual expedition
last year. We took fourteen students to Vietnam, where they got to experience a different culture while
learning to travel independently. They went trekking through Sapa, explored islands around Halong Bay
and helped a local tribal community building roads and teaching children. We had an amazing time and
everybody there did themselves, the school and the community proud.
I would like to finish with a quote by Tim Minchen that I discussed with them in their first assembly with me
this year. I feel it especially fitting as many of our plans have inevitably changed over the last few months
and many of our students anxiously wonder what future awaits them.
‘You don’t have to have a dream. I never had a dream, so I advocate passionate dedication to the pursuit
of short-term goals. Be micro-ambitious, put your head down and work with pride on whatever is in front
of you.’
Dear Year 13
When I think of you as a year group, I think of you as strong, independent and determined. I remember
meeting you as Sixth Form students at the start of your post-16 journey and finding it so rewarding to get
to know you better. You were a year group full of personality; a group of unique individuals who knew
their own minds.
Of course none of us could foresee, at the start of Year 12, what the world was going to throw at you
this year, but I have no doubt that your strength and resilience has triumphed and that you will be going
out into the world as young adults even brighter than you were before. You have been in my thoughts
throughout the last few months and I can’t wait to celebrate with you as soon as we are able.
Mrs Lawson

Friday 10th July 2020
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Mrs Geary Writes:

O

ne of the cruellest aspects of the Covid -19 virus has been losing the chance to say
‘farewell’.

Under normal circumstances, we would be celebrating Year 13 finishing at Woldgate
School after seven years. We would be proudly watching them arrive at their Prom,
H
I
sophisticated young ladies and gentlemen and wondering where the time had gone. We
would be excited to hear of their plans for university and future careers and their chance to
travel and to see the world. It still seems very strange that for these young people, some of the plans they
had made are now on hold for a little while longer and the future is more unpredictable.
M rs S G eary

ead of nclusion

We were devastated in April to learn of the death of one of our pupils, Elliott Salter. Formerly known as
Emma, he was such a talented pupil who set himself high targets in everything he did. He had a talent for
Drama and his baking was of a professional standard. He is much missed by us here in school and we are
so sad that we have not had a chance to formally say goodbye to Elliott, but we hope that we will be able
to arrange something in his memory before too long.
I had many proud moments as Head of Care and Achievement for this year group: netball matches won,
goals scored in football and rugby, runs and catches in cricket games, patience and care shown to more
vulnerable members of the cohort, small victories in learning, eating beautifully made cakes for “Bake
Off”; watching them arrive at the Year 11 Prom.
When Year 13 had their final assembly as Year 11, Harrison Michaels gave a speech which summed up our
thoughts; it seems especially pertinent now:
It is a universally acknowledged truth that all things must come to an end. Sometimes these things
end abruptly and without warning. Others we see coming from a mile away and we wait in agonising
anticipation for that moment.
However, endings are just another part of life, and we all have to face them, some endings like those of a
particular lesson, make us feel good, others we hope will never come. Most of us dislike these endings, the
last day of summer, the final chapter of a great book or parting ways with a close friend.
No matter how much we hate these endings, no matter how much we wish these days never come, they
are in fact inevitable.
The leaves on the trees begin to fall, we close the book, we say goodbye and we walk away. And we sigh
in both sadness and excitement because even though these endings have pained us, new adventures are
waiting for us, just around the corner…Just because we are leaving and that hurts us, there are people
who will stay with us and stay in our hearts forever, no matter what. No matter what we do or where we
are, they will always be our solid ground, our north star on a dark horizon, leading us home.
I am sorry that we cannot formally say ‘goodbye’ to Year 13 as we had planned, but I hope that they know
they go with our very best wishes for their futures, whatever they hold and I look forward to a time when
we can be together again and hear of all their successes.
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