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Head of School's Welcome

T
M r G Davies

he last few months have brought great challenge and I am so very proud of our pupils who
have, throughout this time - either in school or working at home - continued to work hard
and complete their studies. I am also so very grateful to you for your support over these
months in caring for and educating your child at home, or trusting their care to us during a
pandemic. Your kind words and letters have meant so much and helped myself and my colleagues
to continue to provide education in our school and remotely, over these last few months.

Head of School

In September we are excited by the prospect of welcoming back all of our children - our
community -together; being taught in a class with their teacher in school. We know for some of our pupils
they may be anxious after spending so many months at home and you yourself may also be worried about
them returning to school.
Over the last few months, we have implemented a range of measures, such as new drop off and collection
points, staggered start times, lunches in classrooms and specific areas to play, to list but a few. All the
changes have been made to ensure the continued safety of the children and will soon become our ‘normal’
in many ways, but it remains our aim that the school continues to be a safe, happy and warm place for our
children. I sincerely hope that despite the changes, your child still feels that the school is a great place to be.
The guidance for the reopening of schools was published by government recently. Colleagues have since
that point worked through the weekend to review the guidance, to read through the now amended historical
guidance, to comply to Health and Safety Executive directives and to attend the regional briefings with
Public Health England. It is clear, from all the documentation and meetings that our schools will need to be
very different come September. We have, based on this guidance and educational research, as part of the
Learning Partnership Trust, with Stamford Bridge Primary School, Pocklington Junior School, Melbourne
Primary School, Woldgate School and Longcroft School, established three key aims that will apply to all.
The safety and wellbeing of our children and colleagues.
As many parents of Year 10 and 12 will be aware, the school site has been carefully zoned into five areas with
pupils and students allocated an area of school to work in. Each has its own classrooms, toilet facilities, and
play area. From September, year groups will be allocated a particular area of school and they will remain in
that part of the building for their full week.
Each area has been allocated a colour and its own entrance: as you may have seen from our newsletter, a
coloured line leads from the school gate directly to each area of school on a one-way system. Your child will
simply arrive at their allocated gate and then follow the line to their classrooms. The start and finish of the
day will be slightly different depending on your child’s year group to ensure that not all children arrive on
site at once.

‘Everything you do should be worthy,
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Each ‘bubble’ in school will form its own community within Woldgate. Each will have a Senior Leader
allocated to it, at least one Care and Achievement Coordinator, Inclusion and SEN facilities, and plenty of
classroom space. In addition to this, the number of different classes your child will be in throughout the
week will be reduced where possible so that the number of pupils they are in close proximity to is kept
to a minimum.
In addition to this, each bubble will have its own dedicated teaching team. This means that my colleagues
will get to know their year groups particularly well and I hope that this will contribute to the feeling of
community so that even in these extraordinary circumstances each child will continue to be known and
cared for as an individual.
Arrival and departure at school. We shall continue to use a staggered approach to drop off and pick up.
There will be three main entrances identified for both morning drop off and end of day collection. Please
see the location of these below:

In order to accommodate the provision we have planned for your child to accelerate their progress,
please note that on some days of the week your child will finish later. I will talk about this in the Teaching
and Learning section of this letter. The table below provides the planned start and end times for each
year group on each day: our Heads of School will write to you again before September to confirm these
times, the colour pathway your child will follow into school, and the entrance your child will use.
We will pass this information on to East Riding to allow them to make provisions for buses and to contact
you directly with regard to the services they intend to provide in September.
Please note – we shall continue to provide a professional quality hand sanitizer with twenty four hour
anti-virus protection for children to use before entering the building.

of great merit, character and value.’
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Lunch and Break Times. Lunch times and break times will operate differently so that distancing and
bubbles can be maintained. As our aim is to reduce where possible the time pupils are mixing across
wider groups, break times are staggered so that year groups may stay together. Please bear in mind that
lunch times and break times will be a little shorter but, due to the smaller number of children at lunch at
any time, we are confident that we can provide catering and other facilities in that time. All children will
still receive, in addition to their lunch break, a shorter break in the morning or afternoon.
Uniform and Equipment. All basic equipment that your child may need must be provided by home.
Please see the school website for an equipment list. Each child should bring this with them daily.. Their
safety is our prime concern and therefore we ask that they only bring a filled water bottle, hats/gloves,
coat and packed lunch (if you have chosen this option) in a single bag. On the day when they have PE,
children should bring a pair of trainers or shoes suitable for outdoor play.
In order to accommodate the provision we have planned for your child to accelerate their progress,
please note that on some days of the week your child will finish later. I will talk about this in the Teaching
and Learning section of this letter. The table below provides the planned start and end times for each
year group on each day: our Heads of School will write to you again before September to confirm these
times, the colour pathway your child will follow into school, and the entrance your child will use.
We will pass this information on to East Riding to allow them to make provisions for buses and to contact you directly with regard to the services they intend to provide in September.
Please note – we shall continue to provide a professional quality hand sanitizer with twenty four hour
anti-virus protection for children to use before entering the building.
Lunch and Break Times. Lunch times and break times will operate differently so that distancing and
bubbles can be maintained. As our aim is to reduce where possible the time pupils are mixing across
wider groups, break times are staggered so that year groups may stay together. Please bear in mind that
lunch times and break times will be a little shorter but, due to the smaller number of children at lunch at
any time, we are confident that we can provide catering and other facilities in that time. All children will
still receive, in addition to their lunch break, a shorter break in the morning or afternoon.
Uniform and Equipment. All basic equipment that your child may need must be provided by home.
Please see the school website for an equipment list. Each child should bring this with them daily.. Their
safety is our prime concern and therefore we ask that they only bring a filled water bottle, hats/gloves,
coat and packed lunch (if you have chosen this option) in a single bag. On the day when they have PE,
children should bring a pair of trainers or shoes suitable for outdoor play.
Hair and Jewellery. We would ask that children do not come to school wearing any jewellery, including
watches and that long hair is tied up away from their face.
Close Contact – First Aid and Illness. Each bubble will be provided with a first aid kit and has at least one
trained first aider within the bubble. Staff will wear PPE equipment (gloves, mask, apron and eye wear)
whilst treating children should first aid or intimate care be required. If pupils become unwell or develop
symptoms of Covid-19 during the school day, they will be moved to a well-ventilated room in the main
school where they will remain with a designated member of staff from their bubble until their parent
comes to collect them.
Further Protective Measures. Regular cleaning of used areas, social distancing, good personal hygiene
and thorough hand-washing are promoted by the government guidance as being the most effective way
of preventing viral spread. The cleaning staff have kept the school thoroughly cleaned during the lockdown period. We shall continue to complete a daily clean – ensuring door handles, desks etc. are fully
disinfected at regular intervals throughout the day. Internal doors (and external where possible) will be
kept open as much as possible to avoid extra touching of door handles and to ensure good ventilation
of classrooms.
Children will need to play their part too by ensuring litter and tissues go in the lidded bin in each classroom, that equipment isn’t shared and hands are washed regularly. Age appropriate signs are displayed
in classrooms and around the school to provide reminders
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Contact with teachers and the Office staff. To help keep our staff safe, we would kindly request that
parents and carers do not congregate around the entrances to school or wait in the school reception
area. If you wish to arrange to speak to your child’s teacher, please telephone your child’s Care and
Achievement Coordinator.
Teaching and Learning.
We expect, however hard we have all tried, that our children will have ‘gaps’ within their learning and
will need our support to ensure they are confident in the knowledge that has been taught remotely
and feel able to progress onto the content we would have normally have started to deliver as they progressed onto the next year group.
To help our children, we have adjusted the school day. These changes will make our schools safe but will
also provide an unrivalled experience for our children, as we know each child will need individual support and more teaching time than normal, to make the academic progress we would expect. Please see
the finish times for each year group in the table below:

Our school week will, therefore, now include additional teaching time on some slightly longer school
days. This will have benefits for each individual year group (for example, this will provide an additional
hour per subject for A Level subjects each week) but all pupils from Years 7 to 11 will now receive five
hours of English and Maths each week, an increase from four. We have not narrowed the number of
GCSE or A Level courses your child can take and we are confident that we can offer a broad range of
subjects to every child.
In addition, in week three we will introduce our Holistic Education programme that will include a breath
of activities to enrich our children’s learning by providing a wealth of exciting opportunities beyond the
formal curriculum, every day after school.
We know our colleagues are determined to support your child in making that accelerated progress, in
receiving more education within a week, ensuring they have the personalised individual support needed
and small group tuition, alongside also accessing a wealth of fun and enrichment activities.
We shall send more specific details of the enrichment and tutoring opportunities during the first week
back in September.
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MyLearning
September will also see the launch of our MyLearning platform. Over the last two months, my colleagues have been working hard to build an online learning system to provide children with access to a
range of resources – including video lessons delivered by Woldgate teachers.
We invested in technology in the pandemic to improve the quality of our remote learning. Schools
have for generations taught children in classrooms and the move from this model to where learning is
delivered online, in a few months, has brought great challenges. We have, however, sought to ensure
our model - unlike well-known platforms or video conferencing applications - is safe. Once your child
logs onto this platform, they can work in a safe ‘virtual’ environment overseen by our colleagues, with
‘firewalls’ and virus software protecting your child. MyLearning, our platform, is completely safe. The
quality of the learning, the methods by which children communicate and the fact that our teachers are
teaching content that would be taught at school, will make a tremendous difference to our children now
and in the future.
We will from September be continuing to invest, with the support of colleagues in this experience, so
children learning in school and at home can flourish, a transformation in how we learn in this new technological age – in a safe and supervised place online.
I am truly excited and cannot wait to see our children and to be together as a community. We will with
our new school day and smaller community ‘bubbles’ work hard to keep your child safe. Our school day
and week will prioritise your child’s needs. More time learning, one to one tuition and small group tuition, additional lessons, as needed happening throughout the week after school - no child left behind,
an opportunity for every child to succeed.
This crisis has tested us all but my colleagues, our school, and this Trust have an exciting vision for the
Autumn Term. These arrangements maybe different but we truly believe they will help your child return
to school safely, accelerate their learning and access new technologies. We believe and hope that you
will support your community and welcome the opportunities September brings as we do all we can
throughout the term ahead to make the difference and to warmly welcome our children back to school.
We will also contact you once again with the latest guidance in August in advance of the start of term.
Outlining any changes and once again explaining the changes to our school and community.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents, colleagues, governors and children
for the wonderful support. I look forward to a new year in which we can come back together as one community but in the meantime, I wish you and your families a relaxing break over the summer.
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I

am pleased to report that following the Government announcement two weeks ago, all
children will be returning after the summer holiday and that the work that Jonathan,
Gareth and their Team were already doing will underpin that safe return. The emphasis
has been on taking the guidance given, considering how that works for Woldgate and
then charting a careful path forward for all of our School Community. This will continue
throughout the summer and we look forward to seeing you all in September.

J ohn S inclair

Please be assured that extensive plans are in place to keep everyone as safe as we can
make them and we will flex and bend and consult to ensure this remains our priority.

Next term will not be the same as we have seen previously. However, our plans are that the “new normal”
will be exciting, challenging and fulfilling in a different way. Woldgate will continue to drive positive change
and to lead a strong and positive path forward into the new academic year. We hope that the return will be
taking all of the positives out of the very different world that we inhabit at this time.
John Sinclair
Chair of Governors
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September
Woldgate School opened the year with musical and sporting success, receiving a prestigious Music Mark award for
the high quality of its music provision and recognition for
one of our pupils from a football league club.

Luke has been an Academy Footballer since he
was 8. He plays Centre Half for Doncaster Rovers U13s and was voted Captain by his teammates and coaches. Luke went on tour with
DRFC to Milan where they played an international tournament at Inter Milan’s training facilities.
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We also welcomed Dr Hamlet Mbabazi from Kirima Parents' Primary School in Uganda. We
are proud to continue sponsoring one of their students.
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October

In October, our Open Evening attracted an amazing 2000 visitors across three hours. Our raffle
raised hundreds of pounds for Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

We also held a highly successful House Enrichment Day organised by Miss Russell and
focused on the process of creating a new business idea and then pitching for potential
funding. Dragons' Den, here we come!
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Our Sixth Form students also raised
£675 for worthwhile causes.

Our Year 7 pupils were already settling in
and producing superb work.

Finally, Business Studies pupils went behind the scenes at Manchester
United to see how this multi-million pound enterprise worked.
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November

Woldgate pupils played their part on Remembrance Sunday.

Our first House Dragons' Den Competition produced impressive pitches.
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George secured a brown belt for
superb Jujitsu skills and...

A Level scientists visited Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre.
Friday 17th July 2020
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December

Our traditional Christmas Concert was held at All Saints Church on Tuesday 17th December.

These winning designs for our Christmas Card
Competition were printed and then sent to friends
and family.
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January

More Woldgate winners: our unbeaten Year 8 football team.

Commemorating Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 marking 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau.
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February

Lucy from Year 11 hit the mark with the Great Britain team and Alice from Year 7
was a Taekwondo Extraordinaire.

World Book Day led to strange behaviour from the English Department as the books
donated to school piled higher.

Issue 211

www.woldgate.net

March

Bizzy Bees: Year 8 pupils showed that they were entrepreneurs to be reckoned with.

Ella in Year 9 won a coveted place in the Yorkshire Triathlon Talent Squad and has represented the county in competition.
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April

School remained open for the children of Critical Workers. They created a rainbow of
hope and paid tribute to the NHS.
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June

High quality work continued to arrive from pupils studying at home.

Mr Stathers found a way to support frontline health workers.
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June

Year 6 pupils showed their talent in The Great Woldgate Bake Off.

We created the rainbow to safely welcome back our
Year 10 pupils and Year 12 students.
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July

We said 'goodbye' to Year 11 and Year 13 and treasure the memories they gave us.
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Staff say a final 'Goodbye'

To my lovely form (11SJE)
Well it ended like a 'Manic Monday' but in the
words of another 80s song 'Never look back'.
It will be the future that counts so make it a
good one!
Stay safe and hope to see you all at a 'Reunion
Prom' next year and Zuhdi, we did it!
YNWA
Mrs Jones

It was a pleasure to go through the highs and
lows of my first Year 11 class with the pupils of 11EN3. I hope that you learnt as much
about yourselves as you taught me about myself and I wish you nothing but the absolute
best for the future. I'm sorry that your Year
11 journey at Woldgate ended so abruptly but
look at it as a head start for the next chapter of your lives. My advice is to always grow
through what you go through! All the best.
Ms Crookes

Para 'Las Chicas del Year 13'
Os deseo salud, amor y pesetas.
May you have a lifelong love of Spain and all
things Spanish/Hispanic.
Un abrazo
Señora Jones

Year 13 French
John, Tilly, Ellie, Emily and Lily, you have all been so
dedicated and hard-working throughout the course.
I have enjoyed teaching you so much and hope that
you continue to keep up with your passion for languages and all things French in the future. My sincere
best wishes to you all, I know you will have exciting
times ahead of you. Bon courage!
Year 13 Form
Although I only became your tutor in September I
have really loved our form time, the debates, the discussions and, above all, learning about your exciting
plans. You are caring, funny, warm and feisty sometimes too. Good luck for your next steps as you move
away from Woldgate and on to your new adventures.
Year 11 French
I have taught some of you since Year 8 and I am so disappointed not to have been able to say a proper farewell. You may not have got to do your final speaking
exam or work your way through whatever bizarre situations the listening exams may have thrown at you
but you have certainly grown as individuals and I am
so proud of you. Remember - all you can ever do is
your best. I hope that you go on to see more of the
world and grab every opportunity that comes your
way. Bonne chance!
Mrs Nicholls
I would like to thank you for the enthusiasm and brilliance that you have shown in Chemistry, including
when I shared stories of Belize with you. If you get
the opportunity to visit one day, you should. I hope
that you get to do the things in life that will make you
feel happy and successful. I feel privileged to have
been a tiny part of that.
Mrs Atkinson
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