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Executive
Headteacher’s Welcome

I am so very grateful to my colleagues who quickly sought to keep our children safe
and to make the changes we had been planning for months; to parents and the kind
messages of support we’ve received, when I’m conscious that some parents are
understandably worried about their child returning to school.
School as you know, is now working as three distinct schools
on one site, keeping children of a similar age together
and providing a sense of community as children work, play
and eat within their own buildings and facilities. We have
tried our best to keep children and colleagues safe. It is
important we remain vigilant over the following months
with your support – reporting any symptoms to school and
following national guidance should a member of your family
become unwell.

Walking around one of those ‘mini’ schools today, you
would be so very proud of your child, for they have anxieties
of their own and know of ours, but they settled into school
life quickly, were engrossed in the learning, enthused and
clearly excited to be in lessons and in school once again.
It is the joy I experienced every week when visiting the
classrooms, but after several months it was truly special
and a real privilege to see teachers and children together,
learning and at the same time enjoying being part of their
community and school.
Mr J Britton
Executive Headteacher
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Key Dates
Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 9 September
– Friday 23 October
Monday 2 November
– Friday 18 December
Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January
– Thursday 11 February
Monday 22 February
– Friday 26 March
Summer Term 2021

I hope this first
newsletter of the
academic year finds
you and your family
safe and well.

Heavy lightness. Sweet sorrow.
Cold fire. Fearful bravery.

Like my colleagues, I spent the
days prior to the start of term
planning lessons with which to
welcome our children back into
school. I’ve particularly enjoyed
planning a lesson based around
an extract from ‘Romeo and
Juliet’ - after many years, I have
yet to tire of introducing new
readers to Shakespeare. It is in
this play that we see him using
one of his favourite techniques:
oxymoron. The bringing together
of seemingly contrasting ideas to
create opposites to try to explain a
complex emotion.

This is a week that has often called
for an oxymoron: after months
of preparation this has been a
week of careful joy. Measured
excitement.
As you will be aware, colleagues
have been at work over the
summer to transform the site
into a series of small, welcoming
communities in which each has its
own dedicated teaching team, its
own facilities, and its own access to
outdoor space.
Ultimately at the core of our
planning has been retaining the
closeness and community spirit
that defines the school while
creating the distance to keep that
community safe. Separate – but
together.
Cont. Over
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Monday 12 April
– Friday 28 May
Bank Holiday
Monday 3 May
(schools closed
on this date)
Monday 7 June
– Friday 23rd July.
Staff Training Days
Monday 7 September 2020
Tuesday 8 September 2020
Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 12 April 2021
Monday 26th July 2021
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During our training days on Monday
and Tuesday it was a pleasure to
welcome our colleagues back into
these clusters and to see classrooms
in each area awaken after the summer.
On Wednesday, opening the gates to
welcome our school, my colleagues and
I were deeply moved to see children
return. We were delighted to see
children again able to interact with
each other and to move to classrooms.
A calm celebration.
It has been an utter delight to be able
to walk the school again and feel the
music of the corridors – to see through
each door children learning with
their peers and to see my colleagues
practicing their craft. I would like to
thank you for supporting the school
in ensuring that children follow our

guidance, our systems, and our routines
in order to allow them to relish the
creativity, the fun, and the learning in
their lessons safely. As wonderful as
it has been to see children enjoying
their first days back in school – and as
committed as we are to ensure that
they make great gains after their time
away – our central priority remains the
safety of our community.
In this issue of the newsletter my
colleagues will outline our procedures
for absence for the coming term,
outline some of the steps we are taking
to ensure that we are proactively
addressing gaps in learning from the
last term, and welcome new members
of our community. If you do have any
further questions, do remember that
each year group has its own dedicated
Care and Achievement Coordinator:
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these colleagues do not have a teaching
commitment and so are available to
support children and families in these
challenging times.
I would also like to take this
opportunity to congratulate our Year
11 and 13 classes of 2020 for their
results over the summer. This cohort’s
grades derived entirely differently
from previous years but nonetheless
their strong academic performance
was consistent with our expectations
of them and the performance of the
school in recent years. Nothing should
take away the fact that these grades
were earned – a true reflection of two
wonderful year groups who will not be
defined by the circumstances of their
exams but will be remembered for
their acts of great character, merit, and
value.
Mr G Davies
Head of School

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 212 September 2020

Page 4

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 212 September 2020

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Safeguarding at
Woldgate School
At Woldgate School,
we recognise
that listening to
young people is
an important and
essential part of
safeguarding.

alone, and there are always
people around who can help
them.
In particular, every year
group has a dedicated Care
& Achievement Coordinator
who is there to support all
the pupils in their year group
and be the first point of
contact for parents and carers.
The Care & Achievement
Coordinators are based in
pupil bubbles, and pupils can
discuss any concerns or worries
they have with them. However,
pupils can talk to any member
of staff, who will ensure they get
the necessary support.

As our pupils return to school
during this unusual and
challenging time, we know it
is more important than ever
before to listen to our pupils,
and encourage them to share
anu concerns they have with us.
We know and understand each of
our pupils, and we ensure that we
support each of our pupils with all
and any issues, concerns or problems
they may face. Furthermore, we work with
pupils to help them develop the resilience and
strategies to manage their own wellbeing as they grow into
adults. In particular, our BeeKind posters are all around the
school, and remind our pupils to:
•

Watch their thoughts, for they become words

•

Watch their words, for they become actions

•

Watch your actions, for they become habits

•

Watch your habits, for they become character

•

Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.

If a pupil is feeling anxious, worried or upset upon their
return to school, they should tell someone they trust,
such as friends, teachers, parents, carers or other family
members. Let people help to make things better. Never do
nothing. We want our pupils to remember they are never

Our Care & Achievement
Coordinators and their contact
numbers are listed below:
Year 7		

Mrs S Clark		

07790 987139

Year 8		

Miss G Parkin		

07790 987137

Year 9		

Mr M Elwers		

07790 987131

Year 10		

Miss S Black		

07790 987142

Year 11		

Mrs C Wright		

07790 987007

Sixth Form

Mrs R Bourne		

07790 987009

For pupils who require more support, our Designated
Safeguarding Lead, Mr Sloman, and our Deputy
Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Wright, are available in school
for pupils, parents and carers to ensure they receive the
support they need. If you have any questions or would like
to know more, please do contact Mr Sloman or Mrs Wright
for more information.
Mr L Sloman
Deputy Headteacher
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Attendance Policy
It has been wonderful to welcome back all our pupils and students.
We would like to take this opportunity to pass on some key messages about attendance.

It is vital that pupils attend school every day as far as possible to ensure they are in
lessons and making progress in their learning. Good attendance is proven to have a
significant impact on a child’s progress and GCSE results, and it also helps to develop
a child’s confidence and social skills.

Current government guidance
states that attendance at
school is mandatory, and the
usual rules and expectations
on attendance apply, including
parents’ and carers’ duty to
ensure that their child attends
school regularly.

When deciding whether or
not your child is too unwell to
attend school ask yourself the
following questions:

We would like to remind you of
our Attendance Policy:
DAY 1 OF ABSENCE – School to
be informed as soon as possible
on the day of absence giving the
reason for your child’s absence, any
medical advice received relevant for
school and when you expect your child to
return to school.

•

Is my child well enough
to do the activities of the
school day?

•

Does my child have
a condition that could be
passed on to other children
or school staff?

• Would I take a day off if I had this
condition?
Unlike with younger children there is no
requirement for pupils to stay away from
school for 48 hours following a bout of illness.

DAY 3 OF ABSENCE – School to be updated on your child’s
progress, any medical advice given and when your child will
return to school, if changed from initial information.
DAY 5 ONWARDS – Update school on your child’s progress
regularly. Any absence for longer periods may need
to be supported by medical evidence. For example, an
appointment card/letter, medication or prescription etc.
This does not equate to a doctor’s letter.

Please think carefully before keeping your child from school
for medical reasons. If they wake up saying they are unwell,
consider whether the symptoms mean they have to stay at
home. If your child requires a routine medical appointment
they should be made outside of school hours whenever
possible.
However, if your child has an appointment in school time you
should take an appointment card or the appointment letter
to the Pupil Reception so your child’s absence can be marked
correctly in the register.
Pupils’ attendance will be monitored carefully and reported
to parents regularly including in their Progress Review
report.
Cont. Over
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Attendance regarding
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Symptoms:
However, there are occasions when a
pupil is unwell and unable to attend
school, or where they or a member of
their household has symptoms of or
confirmed COVID-19. In such cases,
parents or carers must contact our
Attendance Officer, Mrs O’Brien, at the
earliest opportunity by phoning
01759 302395 and selecting the
option for ‘Attendance’. Please leave
a message if calling outside of school
opening hours and Mrs O’Brien will call
you back.
Mrs O’Brien will ask you some
questions about your child’s symptoms.
In particular, she will seek to establish
if your child (or anyone in your child’s
household) is displaying any of the
following symptoms:

www.woldgate.net

•

A new persistent cough

•

A high temperature

•

A loss of sense of taste and/or
smell

If your child (or anyone in their
household) is not displaying any of
these symptoms, your child should
return to school as soon as they are
able to minimise the impact on their
learning.
If your child is displaying any of these
symptoms, both they and all members
of their household must self-isolate and
you should request a COVID-19 for your
child test as soon as possible.
If your child tests negative for
COVID-19 and they no longer
have symptoms, please contact our
Attendance Officer to discuss the next
steps in your child’s return to school.
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If your child tests positive for COVID-19,
your child must continue to self-isolate for
at least 10 days from the onset of their
symptoms. Towards the end of this period,
you should contact our Attendance Officer
to discuss your child’s return to school.
If someone in your child’s household has
symptoms, the entire household must selfisolate and the affected individual should
book a COVID-19 test. If the individual
tests negative, please contact our
Attendance Officer to arrange your child’s
return to school. If the individual tests
positive, your child and the household
must self-isolate for at least 14 days from
the individual’s onset of symptoms.
In all cases, please maintain
communication with our Attendance
Officer as to your child’s symptoms and
health. If you have any queries regarding
your child’s attendance, please contact our
Attendance Officer.
Mrs S Geary
Head of Inclusion
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Key information regarding
purchasing uniform
Due to current restrictions we are
unfortunately unable to accommodate
trying on any uniform. However, orders can
be placed via email to office@woldgate.
net and you will then be contacted when
your order is ready.
Collections are strictly by appointment
only and will be on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons between 2 - 4pm. Due to social
distancing rules, these times must be
strictly adhered to and we thank you for
your cooperation with this.
Your uniform can be collected from the
main school reception. Please wear face
covering when entering reception and
use the hand sanitiser provided as you
enter the building. Please do not enter the
reception area if more than 2 people are
already inside.
Payment by card is preferred, however, if
you wish to pay by cash or cheque please
bring correct money.

I have been so excited
to have our Year 8
pupils back in school
this week; we really
have missed you.
Alongside this, it gave me great
joy to welcome our new Year 7
pupils to Woldgate School for the
first time and to see them get
involved in our school community
so enthusiastically. Nothing
compares to moving around the
school and walking into classrooms
to experience the ‘buzz’ that comes
from seeing pupils enjoying their
learning, fully engaged in what
their teacher is asking them to do.

While there have been
considerable changes made to the
school site, pupils have embraced
these measures and ‘walking the
blue line’ or ‘taking the green line’
have become common phrases in
the Lower School repertoire.
It has been lovely to see our Year
7s build new friendships as well as
feeling supported by existing ones.
As we continue to foster positive
learning routines amongst our
young community I am grateful
for your continued support as
parents in ensuring that pupils
have all their equipment and wear
correct uniform. As I mentioned
in assembly this week, the small
things really do matter- they are
the building blocks for success.
Cont. Over
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We kindly request that uniform is taken
home to be tried on, there is not sufficient
time between collection appointments for
uniform exchanges, however, uniform can
be exchanged within 28 days as long the
labels have not been removed.
Due to COVID restrictions, orders cannot
be picked up from reception by students/
pupils. Arrangements can be made for
pre-paid orders to be taken to them in
their bubble but only if already paid in
full.
Many thanks for your understanding.
It is very much appreciated.

General
Due to current restrictions can we make
you aware that we can only have two
visitors in Main Reception at one time.
Your patience and understanding is
appreciated.
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‘If I have learned anything, it is the power of
hope. The power of one person. A Washington, a
Lincoln, King, Mandela, and even the young girl
from Pakistan, Malala. One person can change
the world by giving people hope.’
Admiral William Mc Raven

I would also like to take this
opportunity to introduce our new Care
and Achievement Co-ordinators for
lower school: Mrs Clark overseeing Year
7 and Miss Parkin overseeing Year 8.
Their role is to support pupils on a day
to day basis, ensuring they not only
have all the practical things needed for

www.woldgate.net

learning but that they also have the
emotional support required to succeed.
These colleagues are experienced in
working alongside pupils and ensuring
that they get to know and understand
everyone in their care. I know that they
will ensure each pupil is cared for and
helped to settle back into learning
routines over the next few weeks.
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I would like to end by sharing the
following quote which was part of my
assembly this week- it truly captures
my vision for our Year 7 and 8 pupils
this year as they not only develop
academically but also as people. I am
so excited to witness them flourish this
year.
Ms A Minton
Head of Lower School
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Enrichment Activities

March seems such a
long way away but
that is when we last
had all our pupils
with us and when our
school life, as we knew
it then, was turned
upside down.
Since that time, we have been looking
forward to having you all back. It was great
to see the Year 11s on Results’ Day and we wish,
for those who have gone elsewhere, the very best in the
next chapter of their lives and of course, we are excited to
have many in our Sixth Form.
When the government announced that the schools would
reopen, we had a real sense of excitement and anticipation.
We have spent the last few months preparing for just this.
As it would not have been possible to have whole school
assemblies, I created an online welcome assembly to let the
pupils know how much we have missed them, as well as, to
explain how we have created a safe and caring environment
in line with the new guidance and expectations. I know how
important it is for us all to feel safe and cared for.
On Tuesday it was like Christmas Eve, with staff getting
prepared for the return and I could not wait to see pupils
back again. On Wednesday, my expectations were met. It
was great to visit the different form groups and to share my
joy of having them back. Pupils looked happy even if a bit
apprehensive, but glad to be with friends that they had not

seen for so long. They have been
respectful of the new guidance
and measures that we have
put in place, to keep everyone
safe. I could not have asked for
more and so I thank each and
every pupil and our staff for
contributing to a great first day. A
huge thank you also to the families
for supporting your child with their
return to school life.
Things have changed in school and we will have
to embrace the differences we will see around us
with open minds. Perhaps the new routines will help us to
appreciate what we had before, or give us the opportunity
to be flexible and resilient in a way which we had not
previously imagined. In line with government guidance, we
have created separate mini communities within year goups
and, in Upper School, we have the Year 9 / 10 ‘bubble’ and
the Year 11 / 6th Form ‘bubble’.
As well as staggered start and finish times, each of these
mini communities have been allocated their own entrance
and exits and playground area. We have staggered lunches
and specific catering areas for each ‘bubble’. Each block will
even have their allocated cleaner who will ensure that all
areas are cleaned regularly.
In order to continue to nurture aspiration and a lifelong
love of learning, there are specialist teaching staff who will
challenge our pupils to excel. There is also a dedicated Care
and Achievement Team, as well as, members of the Senior
Leadership Team, who are allocated to each ‘bubble’. Your
child will be known and cared for.
Cont. Over
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In addition to this, we know that our community is worried
about ‘lost time’ and so we have extended the lesson times
from one hour to one hour and 15 minutes. This will allow
us to address any gaps in learning, cover more content and
give us time to further the understanding of key skills within
each subject area.

like you to know that Core PE has not been timetabled
for Year 10 and Year 11s but so that this key part of the
curriculum is also offered by specialist staff, pupils will be
able to sign up for PE Enrichment Sessions on Mondays.
The same will happen with Religious Studies, where opt-in
twilight sessions will be offered.

We know that many pupils have done some absolutely
amazing work during lockdown and for this we thank
the families for their support. However, this time will be
invaluable in ascertaining what areas of study or key skills
we will need to address in the coming months.

It is said that one of the greatest benefits of trying
something new is that we learn about the world at large.
We learn what really matters in life and what matters to us.
We are all unique and we have much to offer the world and
school life.

In the coming weeks, we will also be offering some exciting
Enrichment Activities that your child will be able to opt
in for. We will let you know as soon as these are up and
running and how you can book a place for your child. I would

What we can achieve is incredible, which is why we ask each
Woldgate School pupil to be the best version of themselves
and that everything they do should be “Of Great Merit,
Character and Value.” Even in these changing and unusual
times we hold firm to this challenge.
Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School
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Welcoming Sixth Form students
back to Woldgate this week has
been an absolute joy

Sixth Form at Woldgate has always had its own unique identity, a school within a
school, and as we move into the new term it is clear that this community of school,
students and parents is going to be stronger than ever.
Students, as always, did themselves proud and were an asset
to the school, setting a fantastic example to the younger
pupils in their calm and mature conduct around site, and
their focus in lessons.
They have very quickly adapted into the new routines,
following their designated Yellow route around site and
being considerate to others in their conduct. The Sixth Form
block, or E block, provides the ideal base, with the quiet
Study Room environment for students to work in and their
own café area to keep them refreshed throughout the day.

In my assembly to Sixth Form on Wednesday morning, I
spoke about the value of education and why it is of such
importance to be given the right to an education. We know
that it unlocks doors for young people, now and in the
future.
It helps us grow as individuals, it allows us to follow our
passions, and it makes our society better. That idea of
education for betterment is one that we are absolutely
committed to at Woldgate Sixth Form, and that we want to
provide for each and every individual student that chooses
to study with us.
Cont. Over
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As we move into this academic year we will be doing
everything possible to maximise students’ education.
For example, students in the Sixth Form will now receive
5 taught hours per subject per week. We will also be
supporting students through individualised support plans
and one-to-one mentoring, particularly in Year 13, as we
move closer to their final exams.
Our expectations of students remain high, and we are
expecting all Sixth Form students to work towards being
adept independent learners. Students should be completing
at least an hour independent learning outside the lesson for
each hour spent in the lesson. This should be more than just
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completing homework. Independent learning means things
like making notes from the lesson or text book, making a
revision resource, reviewing content previously covered,
or reading around the subject and completing additional
research.
We will also be putting student well-being first, with Mrs
Bourne and myself available to support students in E
block with any barriers to learning they may experience
during the year. We know that there will be challenges to
overcome, but we also know that if we work together, in our
community of school, students and parents, that all of our
students can reach their full potential this year.
Mrs K Lawson
Head of Sixth Form College

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 212 September 2020

Page 13

