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Matthew Bakes

The image on our front cover is a photo taken by William
Dalgliesh, from our Year 9 Media Studies group.
The class were asked to take images that reflected the
theme of ‘Time’ and their stunning work is shared here.

Eve Gibbens

Bethany Andrews
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Spotlight on Year 13
Mr Crisp writes:
I spoke to Maddie,
Georgia, Alistair and
Jacob from Year 13 and
asked them to reflect on
this crucial year as they
prepare for their A Levels.
How does it feel to be back in school?
Alistair: Different but I do prefer the
new timetable because it allows us more
time with our teachers and I am finding
that makes a big difference.
Georgia: I feel relieved to be back because I
value the opportunity to be with my teachers.
Maddie: I agree with Georgia, it’s great to have a
teacher in front of you, if help is needed.
Jacob: it feels different after so much time away but I too
prefer the 75 minute lessons on the new timetable.
How have your teachers tried to support you?
Georgia: In Psychology lessons our teachers are focusing on
Year 13 content but planning to leave enough time to go
back to things we might not have fully grasped from Year
12.

of the syllabus
by March and so
we were able to focus on
revision activities.

Maddie: I feel our teachers are really trying to listen to us as
individuals to identify what support we might need.

Jacob: You were able to contact teachers if you needed any
further help.

Alistair: I’ve been told there will be lots of focus on revision
at the end of the Year 13 teaching.

Maddie: For me the big drawback was that handouts
needed printing at home which was difficult sometimes.

Jacob: In Maths lessons are moving at a quicker pace to
ensure we have the time to revisit learning later.

If you could pass on a message to Year 11 pupils as they
prepare for their GCSEs, what would it be?

Were you able to work effectively during the school
closure, before the summer holiday?

Jacob: Good luck and make sure you revise at home on a
consistent basis.

Georgia: I am a hardworking student and so I felt I coped
well but nothing beats time with your teachers.

Alistair: Don’t waste any time in lessons! Lesson time with
your teachers is so valuable.

Alistair: In Geography and Biology we were quite far ahead

Georgia and Maddie: Make the most of the support and the
resources on offer.
Mr Crisp
Head of Standards and Action Research
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Georgina’s
not just
playing
around
Georgina in Year 10 is a talented
golfer and we are delighted to
hear about her success.

This week’s art gallery
contains examples of
excellent Year 11 coursework

Georgina writes:
At the age of 8, I began playing golf, starting with
beginners coaching and occasional practising with
my dad, who is also a keen golfer. It is only in the
past two years I have started to train a lot more and
play in many competitions. This has led to a major
decrease in my handicap and winning a number of
trophies and prizes.
Last year, I was given the opportunity to be Junior
Captain of my golf club and I hope to fulfil this role
into next year due to the lack of chances to play
competitions this year. I have also been very lucky
in receiving coaching with the elite Yorkshire Girls’
Golf Group.
Well done Georgina and we look forward to
hearing all about your future progress within the
sport.
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Knowledge organiser:
One of our new colleagues, Mrs McMurdo, has shared
a superb example of a Knowledge Organiser with the
English Department. This resource contains a plethora
of useful information about the play ‘Macbeth’, to
help pupils clearly identify the key points needed for
examination success. As a school we are developing
Knowledge Organisers across the full range of
subjects.
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Important information
for Year 7 parents

Nasal Flu Vaccine for Year 7
We have received guidance from the Immunisation Team that all applications, and
consents for Immunisations, are now going to be done online.
If you would like your Year 7 child to receive the Nasal Flu Vaccine in school, please
follow this link to complete the online consent form:
https://www.nhsimms.uk/FLU/information?Id=143588&Type=FLU
Please note - this link will only stay live until 12th October so please register your
child in good time.
The vaccinations will take place at Woldgate on 21st October 2020.
If your child has already had the Nasal Flu Vaccine since Sept 2020 please disregard
this message. If you have any problems accessing the link please telephone the
Immunisation team on 0333 358 3397 (option 9)

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 215 October 2020

Page 6

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 215 October 2020

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Executive
Headteacher’s Welcome

Last week, the suspension of education for our children in school was truly
devastating. I am so very grateful to our parents who have followed guidance and
continue to keep the school informed when they or their child shows symptoms. It
is deeply upsetting when your child becomes unwell and I would like to thank the
parents, child and Public Health England, for their support and guidance, in helping
to keep our community safe.
The closure of school is always deeply worrying, as we know
the impact of the lockdown on our children’s wellbeing and
learning. We have sought to radically change our school, the
day, lessons and our buildings to accommodate this change
and to separate our ‘bubbles’ to ensure our school does not
need to close fully.
We have not reduced the curriculum, hence why our
‘bubbles’ need specialists from every educational discipline,
to ensure our colleagues can teach in their chosen subject
and to help to maximise the progress of our children. We
could never have accepted narrowing the curriculum or
have the school run as ‘normal’ without the precautions we

www.woldgate.net
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feel are necessary, above and beyond the guidance. These
arrangements ensure children can continue to study their
chosen A-Levels and GCSE subjects. Our online platform
developed last July is being tested as part of this process
and although this can never rival teaching in the classroom,
I remain so very grateful to those colleagues and parents
who have given their time to help our school to provide
online learning through our own website and to my teachers
who are now populating the site. It will overtime become
a huge resource of lessons, curriculum, assessments and
a brilliant revision guide for children who want to revisit
key content, revise for examinations or who have missed
lessons due to absence.
Cont. Over
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I would also like to thank our parents who through speaking to our Care and Achievement Co-ordinators directly, have kept
us informed about their child’s wellbeing, health and have helped us to answer those queries with regard to their child’s
education this week.
Finally, I would like to continue to focus on those techniques we can use, as parents, to help our children to recall knowledge,
prior to and throughout the lockdown period. Last week, I suggested starting to consider how we could organise knowledge
and consider the content we had been taught throughout a lesson or topic. Other techniques though can be very simple, such
as using diagrams.
I could, for instance, ask a child to explain the process of water changing to become ice. Drawing a diagram makes it easier to
consider the relationship between the different factors and hopefully the terms we need to use to describe the processes.

Sometimes even drawing the diagram helps us visualise the process, aiding memory, especially if we then work to remember
the terms and definitions without refereeing to our notes. The scientific example from a primary school is simplistic, but
linear charts can be used in history, to show how knowledge can be sequenced and in doing this process we could even create
cards from each event that we then reorder.

So, why not take an hour this evening, to help your child practice one of these techniques, as they learn techniques to retain
and test their memory.
Mr J Britton
Executive Headteacher
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Key Dates
Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 9 September
– Friday 23 October
Monday 2 November
– Friday 18 December
Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January
– Thursday 11 February
Monday 22 February
– Friday 26 March
Summer Term 2021

I am sure that all parents
and carers have fond
memories of their
children in their first
years of education
running excitedly from
the school gates to show
off a ‘well done’ sticker
or a gold star they have
been given by their
teacher.
For my two boys – both at primary
school – it is still the very first thing
they tell me on days when they
have received one. While there is a
common stereotype that teenagers
can be more diffident and apathetic
to these moments as they grow
older, my colleagues and I would
insist that quality praise moves
even the oldest students. I love it

when I pass a lesson and a colleague
invites me in to single out a class
or individual for praise. I relish
moments when a child shares their
work with myself and colleagues.
This week, Mrs Nicholls invited Mrs
Atkinson and I in to see the excellent
coursework her Year 11 Applied
Sport pupils were producing: Callum,
Luca, Jack, Kyle and Oliver were all
hard at work at their coursework
comparing autocratic, democratic
and lassaiz faire approaches to
sports leadership and coaching.
(Dropping by also gave me the
chance to award Caleb Oliver his
certificate for this week’s Year 11
Head of School award for the most
rewards this week in his year group
– well done Caleb!) Elsewhere,
Mr Stathers invited me in as I was
passing to see his Year 10 working
on their practical coursework and it
Cont. Over
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Monday 12 April
– Friday 28 May
Bank Holiday
Monday 3 May
(schools closed
on this date)
Monday 7 June
– Friday 23rd July.
Staff Training Days
Monday 7 September 2020
Tuesday 8 September 2020
Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 12 April 2021
Monday 26th July 2021
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was great to see Ben and James so utterly intent and hard
at work on their sawing and sanding that I am not sure they
noticed I was there. Among the other highlights of the week
was visiting Mrs Draper’s Art lesson. It was such a pleasure
to see Jenson’s intricate architectural drawings, Rachael’s
striking pastels of a tiger, and – on a grey early autumn day
to see Michael’s vivid illustrations of a tropical paradise.
In all three subjects pupils were working at coursework and
with these pieces of work, taking place over many lessons
in which pupils will make mistakes, experiment, research,
and excel, I can see how much children invest themselves
in these tasks. In such cases, praise means a great deal as
children can already see the value of the work they have put
in – the children I spoke to were already proud of what they
had done. Praise reinforces this. I accompanied Ms Atkinson
again as she visited Year 11 classes to hand out her weekly
certificates for great Merit, Character, and Value. The looks
on their faces said it all.
Of course, praise at school means even more when it is
reinforced at home. My sons still rush out of the school
gates to show me their stickers partly because the praise
from the teacher meant a great deal at the time but also
because my pride and joy in their achievements allows
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them to experience that afresh through sharing it with
me. Thank-you for supporting us in praising your child in
their achievements – big and small – by reviewing their
ClassCharts profiles with them and talking to them about
the merits they have received and the work they have
completed in the day that they are proud of.
In the same way, please do let us celebrate in school the
achievements that your child experiences at home. We
would love to hear about sporting success, hobbies, and
acts of merit, character and value outside of school. Please
do share these stories with us by contacting your child’s
Care and Achievement Coordinator. We have remarkable,
talented, and hard working children at Woldgate School and
it is a pleasure to celebrate with them.
My congratulations this week go to Caleb Oliver in Year 11,
Daisy Yellup in Year 10, Jacob Eate in Year 9, Leah Coleman
in Year 8, and Chloe Mahon in Year 7 for being awarded the
Head of School award this week.
I wish you all the very best,
Mr G Davies
Head of School
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Mr Sinclair
writes:
What a few weeks we have had at Woldgate. Getting
back to school has been anxious but also exciting for
everyone. Finding our feet in the “new normal” that
we have heard so much about has been hard work for
all.
What has become evident is that the new normal of three bubbles on the
site at Woldgate alongside a new school day arrangement is working well.
Feedback I have received from pupils has been largely positive. There was also
a real understanding as to why we were having to be so disciplined, to prevent
the spread of the virus and the deadly potential that it has.
What we have also begun to understand is just how delicate the new normal
is. We are seeing nationally the impact when someone has symptoms and does
not immediately self-isolate with their immediate family and get a test. Put
simply, one mistaken attendance in school can impact a whole year group
or bubble for up to two weeks. This includes the pupils and staff, which as
you will realise, can very quickly escalate. It is vital we support our schools in
maintaining the ‘bubbles’ in and out of school.
I would like to thank the families in our community for doing the right things:
for making the right choices and ensuring that they safeguard the families and
communities in our area. In short, we really are all in this together. The new
normal in schools is the need to minimise the risk of infection getting into the
Community, both in and out of school itself.
One thing is crystal clear: the new normal is incredibly delicate and we need
your help to keep it running. So please, if you have symptoms self-isolate and
get that test.
Thank you.
Stay safe and well.

Message from
the Office
The school
photographer called
last week. Images
were taken of those
pupils and students
for whom we have no
record on our system.
Therefore, all Year
7 and 12, and some
individuals from other
year groups, will be
bringing home a proof
copy for you to look at
this week.
If you would like to
place an order please
return to school
before Friday 16th
October.

Mr John Sinclair
Chair of the Governors

Many thanks.
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Safeguarding at Children’s
Woldgate School Mental Health

Mr Sloman
writes:

With 75% of mental health problems in
adult life (excluding dementia) starting
by the age of 18 - it’s clear that the signs
in childhood are spotted, the better.
This has never been so important, with
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic
and subsequent lockdown having a
widespread and profound impact on
mental health nationwide.
At Woldgate School, our staff and Care & Achievement
Coordinators understand the signs and behaviours that
could point to a child or young person needing support
to maintain their mental wellbeing. It is vital that parents
and close family members also understand these signs, so
children get the support they need immediately.
If you have urgent concerns about your child’s mental health
and wellbeing, please speak to your GP or call the Young
Minds parents helpline on 0808 802 5544 for advice. Please
also contact your child’s Care & Achievement Coordinator to
arrange a meeting to discuss how we can support your child
in school.
‘MASK’ is a simple acronym to help you remember some of
the signs and what to look out for if you’ve started to feel
concerned about your child’s mental health.
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Mood

They get irritable, argumentative or
aggressive towards you. They may blame
you if things go wrong. They can also
become withdrawn

Actions

They may experience changes in eating and
sleeping patterns.

Social

They suddenly appear especially bored,
lonely or withdrawn. Losing interest in
friends and other things they liked to do or
missing school are common warning signs.

Keep Talking

Refusing or being reluctant to talk about
how they’re feeling is common. But keep
listening and ask how they are feeling.
When they do open up, make sure they
know there’s someone there who really
cares.

What can I do to help?
Talking to your child is a key part of understanding what
they might be going through. The best way to approach
this is with a casual conversation – ask them how they are
feeling and letting them say what they want to say will help.
The chat doesn’t have to go straight into asking about their
mental health, it’s more about asking about their day and
making sure you make the time to listen. The more you talk
and listen - the sooner your child will know that they can
talk to you when they need to.
Linking a young person to self-help information they can
read and use at their own pace will allow them some privacy
and the opportunity to do this in their own time.
It is important to encourage a child or young person to
look after themselves by eating healthily, getting enough
exercise and sleeping well. How they feel physically will
have a huge impact on their emotional health.
Mr L Sloman
Deputy Headteacher
Head of Care and Achievement
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Ms Minton
writes:

This week I would like to carry on
celebrating the achievements of
our Lower School pupils and put
the spotlight on our Year 8 marvels.
Katie and Samantha have both been
developing their sporting talents
outside of school and truly reflect the
Woldgate value of great character. Their
dedication and hard work is clearly
evident and I would like to say a massive
well done to them both!
Samantha writes;
I have been doing Karate for 5 years
and have worked my way up to a
green belt. The type of Karate I take
part in is Shotokan. Karate is a form
of self-defence, literally meaning
“empty hand” which symbolizes that
its practitioners (Karateka) are unarmed
but will use hands and feet for blocking and
striking. I train twice a week on Mondays and Thursdays and
really enjoy getting stuck in. Karate teaches me self-defence
strategies as well as developing my strength and speed.
My Dad also does Karate, so it is something we are able to
discuss and work on at home. I would highly recommend
Karate to those thinking of trying it!
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Katie writes:
I play netball for Stamford Vikings,
cricket for Stamford Bridge Cricket
Club and I dance as part of Pirouette
Dance Academy.
I play netball from the start of the
school year until the Easter break every
Wednesday night at my local club and the
league matches are on a Sunday. I enjoy it because there are
lots of different positions to suit your strengths and netball
really is a team game. I play wing attack because I am not
tall enough to be a shooter or keeper, and not fast enough
to be centre. I started playing at the beginning of Year 7 and
really enjoy it.
I also play cricket during the summer for Stamford Bridge
Cricket Club. I practised in Year 7 but played properly this
summer. I started playing because I had watched my sister
and it looked like good fun, so I tried it and loved it too. I
am strongest at being wicket keeper. I have played in a few
matches and really enjoyed them.
Finally, I do street dance at Pirouette Dance Academy and
have done since I was 6 years old. We do shows and exams.
I enjoy dance because it is exciting to learn routines and
perform them. I also like dance because it is a fun way to
keep active and learn new skills.
Ms A Minton
Head of Lower School
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Upper School
Awards
for Acts of Great Merit,
Character and Value for
week ending 18th and
25th September
– Many congratulations!
Great Character Award
Sula Heseltine
Dylan Granton
Bradley Towse
Paige Morris
Nathan Noakes
Jacob Eate

This week I spent
some time speaking
with pupils about their
love of sports. I love
that every break and
lunch, we can see our
pupils playing football
and basketball, and
sometimes just simply
throwing and catching a
ball!
They love competition and fair
play is important to them. I have
played many different sports in my
life, but basketball remains one
of my passions. Each time I play, I
remember the fundamentals that
were drilled into us at every early
morning training session. These

included hard work, commitment,
determination and willpower. I
believe that engagement in sports
has played a huge part in the person
that I have become.
This week, I would like to share
Callum’s passion for his sport,
Autograss Racing. We would like to
thank Callum and his family for the
opportunity to share in Callum’s
successes. Please know how very
proud the Woldgate Community are
of his achievements and we wish
him the best in his future races.
Since the age of 12 Callum has
raced competitively in National
Autograss, driving his 1200cc junior
special car against the country’s
top drivers in the British Autograss
Series. Callum has achieved many

Great Value Award
Michael Artemiou
Shanice Smith
Will Ashworth
Alfie Robinson
Matthew Bakes
Emily Nevill
Great Merit Award
Max Brown
Edgar Thompson
Amelia Wilson
Ivo Morley
Lily Featherstone

Cont. Over
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personal goals with
reaching a British final,
multiple podium finishes
and last season ranked in
the top 16 at the National
Championships.
Callum has raced in many
locations over the years,
with favourites being in
Ireland and Wales. His local
club is Scarborough and for
the past three seasons he
has been club champion!
Unfortunately, COVID-19
restrictions have prevented
the 2020 race season

happening, but 2021 will
mark Callum’s final year
in the junior class, before
stepping up to senior level
and driving a brand new
super powerful Class 8.
Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School
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Mrs Lawson writes:

I love getting the opportunity to visit a wide range of
lessons as part of my role in leading the Sixth Form. It is a
chance to see the interesting and wonderful subject areas
that students are learning about, but, more importantly, it is
a chance to see the students themselves in the classroom.
It is always particularly
rewarding when this
shows a student in a new
light, demonstrating skills
and knowledge that they
are perhaps more reserved
about sharing outside of a lesson
situation. During the last week I was able to spend time
in a Year 12 Business Studies lesson where students were
completing a flash challenge to design a new product for
the Levi Roots range. Competition was fierce and I was
particularly struck by the competitive spirit of Jacob Farrar,
Ethan Martin and Theo Beedle as they battled it out to come
up with the best product. In A level PE, Year 13 students
were tackling some particularly challenging material as they
worked on how to calculate momentum. There were great
contributions in this lesson from Alistair Deacon, Sid McCoy

and Tilli Dixon. Despite the difficulty of what they were
learning, the students were enthusiastic and fearless in
their approach to the material, which was wonderful to see.
Mrs McDaid’s Sociology lesson provided yet more evidence
of the excellent start our Year 12 students have made, as
they demonstrated their understanding of education policy
by designing their own. These were fascinating to listen to
and I especially enjoyed hearing Katie Stewart’s ideas as she
shared these with the rest of the class. I also dropped in to
A level Biology and Chemistry lessons where students were
absolutely focused and making the most of every minute
of their longer lessons. It is very humbling and heartening
to see how hard our students and staff are working in their
A level and BTEC lessons. The habits our Year 12 students
are forming now will shape their experience of Sixth Form
and ultimately their results. Likewise in Year 13 the focus
and determination of our students to put their best foot
Cont. Over
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forward and focus on gaining their qualifications, will no
doubt serve them well in the summer.
Next week our Year 12 students will embark on their
additional qualification, and for the majority this will
be the EPQ or Extended Project Qualification. The EPQ
is an independent, research-based qualification where
students choose a topic which they research in-depth
and then develop into an extended piece of writing.
This qualification helps students to demonstrate many
of the skills universities and employers are looking for,
including independence, time management and research
skills. Research also suggests that completing the EPQ
helps students to achieve higher marks in the coursework
elements of their other subjects, and is therefore a highly
valuable qualification to obtain.

Of great merit,
character and value

UCAS Key Dates
Early Entry
(medicine, veterinary, dentistry, Oxbridge)
– student deadline 9th October
Standard Entry
Student deadline for completed
applications and personal statements –
23rd October

Mrs Lawson
Head of Sixth Form
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Mrs Geary writes:
Over “Lockdown”,
I enjoyed
watching Chris
Packham and his
step-daughter
share some
of the nature
around them in
Springwatch. The
presenter is clearly
passionate about animals
and birds and the extra time at home
gave him the chance to follow them
more closely as they developed the
‘Self-isolating Bird Club’. But Chris
Packham also shared something else
during this time: he is autistic.
“I experience the world in hyperreality. Sensory overload is a constant
distraction. I’ve just been for a walk in the
woods, and it was very different for me
than it would be for you – the sights, the
smells, the sounds,” he said recently.
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Autism is a lifelong developmental disability which affects
how people communicate and interact with the world. One
in 100 people are on the autism spectrum and there are
around 700,000 autistic adults and children in the UK. We
have pupils with a diagnosis of autism at Woldgate School
and knowing and caring about them as individuals helps
us to be able to support them and ensure that they are a
much-valued part of our school community.
How we support pupils with autism in the classroom:
Having a child with autism in the classroom can be a
challenge, but also incredibly fulfilling Sometimes, it’s
helping them to maintain their routine or handle sensory
overload, or it might be enabling them to engage in learning
in a way that resonates with them.
Strategies to help children with autism include:
•

Establishing a routine with them and helping them
through each day and its expectations

•

Considering the learning environment: where sensory
sensitivity or overload is an issue, thinking about how
best to make it all see less overwhelming

•

Managing changes and transitions: The last few
months have been very confusing for our pupils who
have a diagnosis of autism, but we have worked hard
to help them to navigate the new rooms, teachers and
bubbles. We are so impressed with the way which they
have coped with the changes

WoldgateSchool
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•

Communicating clearly: although it varies between
pupils, autism can affect how a pupil understands
language used in the classroom. Euphemisms such as
“It’s raining cats and dogs” or metaphor and inference
can all cause confusion. Giving clear instructions which
are direct and unambiguous is key

•

Working closely with parents/carers. We know who
the true experts are and we appreciate it when the
parents help us to prepare for a difficult day because
they have recognised the warning signs first thing in the
morning or suggest strategies and interventions which
have worked at home. We also do our best to support
parents -we know that pupils work really hard to stay
focussed in school and that can lead to a “melt down”
when they get home. We hope that parents and carers
see Woldgate School as part of the team in supporting
their child.
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My ‘Star of the Week’ is Chelsea from
Year 9. Chelsea has made a fantastic start
to the term. She is always on time for
lessons, is constantly working hard and
as a result, she is collecting lots of merits.
Mrs S Geary
Head of Inclusion
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Care and Achievement
Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs S Clark

Miss G Parkin

Mr M Elwers

07790 987139

07790 987137

07790 987131

sclark@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Miss S Black

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

07790 987142

07790 987007

07790 987009

sblack@woldgate.net

cwright@woldgate.net

rbourne@woldgate.net
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