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Top Class
English &
Geography
Mrs McMurdo wanted to share a stunning
piece of creative writing from Amy Wheatley in
Year 10. Amy was asked to imagine and then describe a
battlefield scene inspired by studying ‘Macbeth’.
The battle scene wind
A singular lark soared overhead, spreading its delicate wings
as the breeze flowed past them, ruffling its pale feathers,
so pure and so white. Each undulation beat down the air
using it as no more than a tool for its own flight. Its dawn
song heralded the morning in a place where night seemed
to reign supreme and, with bead-like black eyes, it surveyed
all within its dominion.
As earth and metal rained, a feather, once so pure and so
white, drifted down, dragged by the wind on its final flight.
The feather lay by a boy with what should have been a
youthful, childlike face but had no such innocence displayed
in his eyes. He rocked quickly back and forth, while
simultaneously pressing himself so violently into the mud
wall it was as though he was attempting to become one
with it. Tears stained his face, carving tracks in the dirt that
clung to his cheeks.

far away. The scrawl stopped abruptly, the letter was
unfinished, as it would remain. So many thoughts unspoken
were contained on that parchment and the tear wiped them
away. The ink swirled in the most beautiful tragedy; as it
consumed the last thoughts of the writer, its power seemed
akin to that of machineguns, capable of silencing us, of
destroying that which we wish to say. While the tear ate up
the words, a golden ember spread through the parchment,
leaving black smoulders in its place.
The all-embracing wind smothered the fire, as though
taking pity on the letter as it plucked it from its resting
place, delivering it. Though not to where it desired to be.
The wind carried many things in its icy arms: cries of soldiers
not long for this world, flecks of dust and people so fine
they were weightless, it carried the heat of blasts and the
piercing sharpness of gunshots. It carried the heat of my
body. And as it flowed away, so did my ability to feel. My
warmth ebbed away, until I did not feel cold, but numb. The
wind’s bitter fingers pierced my heart and settled a deep
coldness inside me, one that would not be pried out easily.

A singular tear landed on a letter, written to a sweetheart
Amy Wheatley
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Mr Johnson was most impressed with a timed
assessment completed by Luke Watson in Year 12. In 50
minutes Luke produced six sides of exceptional work and
here is an excerpt with Mr Johnson’s feedback

Cont. Over
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Mrs Rowland wanted to
highlight the Geography
work of Rosie Kennedy
in Year 11. Mrs Rowland
writes:
Many of our Year 11 Geography pupils
are working extremely hard and
have been doing so throughout the
GCSE course. One such pupils is Rosie
Kennedy.
Rosie’s work is truly outstanding. You
can see the thought, time and effort
that she has put into each piece of work
as you look through her book. As a
result of Rosie’s consistent efforts, she
is achieving extremely high marks and
doing exceptionally well in tests.
I am sure that her efforts will be
rewarded with fabulous results in the
upcoming mock exams and beyond. Very
well-done Rosie!
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Media Studies

There is a common misconception around Media Studies that we focus upon
watching videos, but I’m here to declare this is ‘fake news’.
I hope this article will show you that we do so much more than that as we prepare
pupils to be intelligent consumers and critics in an age of ever more diverse media
content.
In this post-truth age there has never been a
more important time to ensure our young
people are media literate. When the leaders
of the free world spin their agenda through
the press, celebrities push sponsorship deals
through social and participatory media and the
place where the important (and unimportant)
topics of the day are debated endlessly is
online, we have no choice but to address these
new platforms head on. To say nothing of the
increasing number of young people who are
living their lives online.
Ask any of the Year 9 Media Class to explain
‘Uses and Gratification Theory’ to you or ‘Hall’s
Reception Theory’ and you may very well
reconsider your own media habits!
Cont. Over
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At Woldgate we teach Media through four key elements
of theoretical framework: Audiences, Representation,
Industries and Language.
Currently, Year 9 Media pupils are exploring Representation
and Narrative in print media developing their understanding
of Propp’s Character Archetypes and Todorov’s Narrative
Theory. Looking specifically at the way in which print
engages its audience on a ‘quest’ of self-betterment
regardless of whether that is a gossip magazine or the
Financial Times. It’s crucial that pupils understand the way
in which all media represents reality and offers a specific
‘window on the world’, not ‘fake news’ or ‘truth’, but
selective, mediated reality. The more critical pupils are of
all media the more likely they will be able to make their own
balanced opinions in the future.
Returning to the debate about Media Studies being
all about watching videos, I may have to make a slight
concession… Year 10 pupils are watching a video. A large
part of the Media Studies GCSE is exploring a wide range
of media we call the ‘CSP’s’ or Close Study Products; these
are updated yearly by the exam board, and provide a
framework for us to explore, audience, language, industries
and representation. Year 10 are exploring the changing
representation of young people on screen, through Dr Who,
the world’s longest running Science Fiction programme. We
are looking at the difference between the young people in
the first ever episode: An Unearthly
Child. First broadcast in 1963, maybe
some of you remember Willian Hartnell
as the first iteration of ‘The Doctor’
and comparing this to the most recent
spin-off BBC 3 show ‘Class’ starring
a former pupil of Woldgate Sophie
Hopkins in the lead role.

Year 11 are putting the knowledge gained in Media last year into practise in their NEA (non-exam assessment) projects. These
are set by the exam board, but monitored and marked in school. The project, creating a series of print advertisements for a
radio station, involves a huge amount of independent planning; photo shoots for original images, selecting and reshooting,
creating the copy (text for the advert) and the creation and the editing process on the computers. This at the same time as
revising for their mock exams next month. I am constantly impressed with the quality of the images they create and the focus
and determination they display in their work ethic.
Cont. Over
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In Sixth Form next September we are planning to offer
Film Studies, a more focused and academic approach to
exploration of Media and one that I am very excited to
teach. As this is a new offering to Woldgate I hope to
see many of the current crop of Year 11 pupils taking
up the subject, and already we have film producers
and professionals who have worked on international
films such as the Fantastic Beasts franchise and the
production company responsible for a number of Disney
live action remakes, lined up to zoom chat during the
course of Year 12 and Year 13.
So, in Media maybe, we do watch videos, but I’d prefer
to say in Media we analyse stories.

“All mass media content, from news
and drama, through advertising, video
games and social media, is about the
stories we tell about ourselves as a
society and as individuals. So surely, we
need to understand who is producing
it, how it is produced, what it is saying
and what effect it is having?”
Louise Byrne lecturer in journalism and mass
communications at the American International
University in London.
Mr Chapman
Head of Media
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character
and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are
recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these
core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life,
and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

79,874

CHARACTER

8,124

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

VALUE

3,335

10,590

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to
each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

18,944

18,696
19,344

19,925
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:

Imogen Kendall

Year 7:

Freya-Poppy Senior

Year 8:

Sophie Found

Year 8:

Millie-Ann Bowie

Year 9:

Fred Nightingale

Year 9:

Emily Chantry

Year 10:

Bryn Thorne

Year 10:

Ella Bartram

Year 11:

Olivia Aldis

Year 11:

Ella Gogean

Year 12:

Flo Fitzpatrick

Year 12:

Harry Guy

Year 13:

Charlotte Burn

Year 13:

Georgia Bruce

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:

Dominik Cole

Year 8:

Katie Twigg

Year 9:

Matthew Bakes

Year 10:

Daniel Pollard

Year 11:

Sophie Bruen

Year 12:

Bella Aaltio

Year 13:

Nick Courtney

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look
at your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter and weekly
pupil briefing highlights examples
of our pupils demonstrating each of
these values, and we encourage all
of our pupils to embody each of these
values in everything they do.
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Executive
Headteacher’s Welcome

This week, we have continued to see many of our children continuing to be educated
through our remote learning platform. A situation that for parents and colleagues
will inevitably, during this time of national crisis, create additional pressures and
worries, especially with regard to your child’s learning and education. It is a situation
we find immensely frustrating, but keeping our children, colleagues and your family
safe remains our priority, as we implement as directed by Public Health, instructions
with regard to asking members of our school to self-isolate on their behalf.
I am so very grateful to those parents who have supported my colleagues as key workers and this school, in those decisions,
however frustrating they may be, in the knowledge that schools reflect the communities they serve and currently our locality
continues to rank high nationally. I am also pleased that our school has also undergone a process of routine questioning and
testing of the measures in place, to ensure in a community of over one thousand, with buildings no larger than before Covid,
we have met and exceeded the guidance set-out by government. This situation is extremely difficult and continues to test us
all, I feel, shaping how we work, learn and teach, but hopefully not eroding common courtesy, empathy and kindness towards
each other, in person or over social media, as our children learn from our words and actions.
Last week, we focused on how pupils could use a simple technique to record the knowledge they’d been taught in lessons
and how this could then be adapted to aid long-term memory retention, while also helping our children to develop a daily
technique that in addition to their homework would establish ways of working that would help them understand how they
learn and retain knowledge.
This week, I thought it would be good to use the technique we examined last week to help children use the knowledge they
have collated in another manner, through elaboration. All of these techniques are not new, with many being around for
generations, but often although good at sharing knowledge, education has not been as adept at explaining how we learn and
retain knowledge. With this week’s technique we start through the process of completing a simple template to revise, test
our understanding at a more complex level and ultimately create links in our longer-term memory.

Cont. Over
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The central ideas can be from any topic and here we seek to compare and contrast the different theories or concepts.
It demands of us a higher level of thinking and analysis of the knowledge while also helping especially in preparing for
those longer answer questions that children will be required to draft throughout school and ultimately, in the new style
examination papers. It is simple, but within one diagram we are testing ourselves and helping to create those arguments,
hypothesis and links that will help us remember.
Do have a good weekend.
Mr Britton
Executive Headteacher
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Key Dates
Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 9 September
– Friday 23 October
Monday 2 November
– Friday 18 December
Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January
– Thursday 11 February
Monday 22 February
– Friday 26 March

The highlight of this
week for my colleagues
in the Year 11 ‘bubble’
and I has been speaking
to pupils in our one-toone Progress Reviews.
Talking to pupils, even at
a distance and through a
mask and screen, is a real
pleasure.
My colleagues and I have enjoyed
hearing about future aspirations
– including sports psychologist,
accountant, astronomer, electrician,
mechanic, and surgeon – and giving
pupils a chance to talk about their
experiences this year, including the
interests and hobbies that they
been engaging in. While these have
included jujitsu, cooking, football,
and coding, I have been heartened
to hear so many children say that
their favourite activity - especially in
lockdown - is simply spending time

with their family. For Year 7 pupils,
a series of settling in calls from
colleagues will, I am sure, provide the
same opportunity to make contact
and talk about how together we can
ensure your child is cared for as an
individual. In the next term we will
begin a similar series of conversations
with Year 9 and 10 to support them
in their options and review their
progress in the term so far.
As we approach the mock
examinations for Year 11, I am
delighted to see so many pupils with
strong and well-established revision
routines but that also pupils are
supported to work and rest at home.
This week we will be sending home
materials to help support your child
with their revision, including our
guide to various techniques to try in
preparation for the examinations as
well as an overview of the content
in the exams for key subjects. This
Cont. Over
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Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April
– Friday 28 May
Bank Holiday
Monday 3 May
(schools closed
on this date)
Monday 7 June
– Friday 23rd July.
Staff Training Days
Monday 7 September 2020
Tuesday 8 September 2020
Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 12 April 2021
Monday 26th July 2021
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week we also saw the first of our Woldgate Tutorials – a
series of revision sessions, coursework catch-up clinics,
and tutoring programmes for Year 11 to support them as
they approach the examinations. This, as well as our home
learning support for all year groups and our numeracy
and literacy interventions, is intended to ensure that all
children are able to receive the bespoke support they need
to make progress and achieve. I also look forward to the
recommencement of our enrichment programme from the
week after next, once the national lockdown has come to an
end.
This week we have had to move to home learning for Year
8. We do not take such decisions lightly and work with the
local authority and Department for Education in responding
to cases that are reported to us in order to ensure that
the safety of our community. I have enjoyed seeing the
range of tasks set for pupils and seeing the work that
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pupils have uploaded - including work from my own Year
8 class. I appreciate that home learning is not the same as
classroom based teaching with lessons delivered in person
by my colleagues but I am grateful to parents, carers, and
pupils – as well as to teachers – for coming together to keep
learning moving forward.
Finally, I would like to say congratulations to Martha
Whittaker in Year 7, Molly Cutting in Year 8, Joshua Eborall
in Year 9, Jensen De Vries in Year 10, Freddie Hara in Year
11, Nancy Child in Year 12, and Sam Price in Year 13 for
achieving the highest number of rewards for the previous
week.
All the very best to you and your family.
Mr G Davies
Head of School
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Safeguarding at Helping your
Woldgate School Child to Prepare
for Exams: Part 2
Mr Sloman writes:
Tests and exams can be a challenging part of school life for
children and young people and their parents or carers. With
our Year 11 pupils sitting their mock exams from Monday 7th
December, we have provided some advice about how you can
support your child before and during their exams:
Help them to study
•

contact your child’s Care & Achievement Coordinator if
we can support with this.

Make sure your child has somewhere comfortable to
study. Ask them how you can best support them with
their revision.

•

Help your child to face their fears and see these
activities through rather than escape or avoid them.
Encourage them to think through what they do know
and the time they have already put into studying to help
them feel more confident.

•

Help them to come up with practical ideas that will help
them revise, such as drawing up a revision schedule or
getting hold of past papers for practice.

•

•

To help with motivation, encourage your child to think
about their goals in life and see how their revision and
exams are related to them.

Encourage exercise during exams

•

Help them to log into the My Learning and GCSEPod
websites.

Talk about exam nerves
•

•
Exercise can help boost energy levels, clear
the mind and relieve stress. It doesn’t matter what it is walking, cycling, swimming, football and dancing are all
effective.
•
Activities that involve other people can be
particularly helpful.

Remind your child that feeling anxious is normal.
Nervousness is a natural reaction to exams. The key is
to put these nerves to positive use.

•

Read more about the benefits of physical activity.

Don’t add to the pressure
•

•

If anxiety seems to be getting in the way rather than
helping, encourage your child to practise the sort of
activities they will be doing on the day of the exam. This
will help it feel less scary on the day.
This may involve doing practice papers under exam
conditions or seeing the exam hall beforehand. Please

•

Support group Childline says lots of the children who
contact them feel that most pressure at exam time
comes from their family.

•

Try to listen to your child, give support and avoid
criticism.
Cont. Over
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•

Before they go in for a test or exam, be reassuring
and positive. Let them know that failing isn’t the end
of the world. If things don’t go well they may be able
to take the exam again.

•

After each exam, encourage your child to talk it
through with you. Talk about the parts that went
well rather than focusing on the questions they had
difficulties with. Then move on and focus on the next
test, rather than dwelling on things that can’t be
changed.

Of great merit,
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Make time for treats
•

Think through with your child some rewards for doing
revision and getting through each exam.

•

Rewards don’t need to be big or expensive. They can
include simple things like making their favourite meal
or watching TV.

•

When the exams are over, help your child celebrate
by organising an end-of-exams treat.

Mr L Sloman
Deputy Headteacher
Head of Care and Achievement
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Ms Minton
writes:
“A thousand words will not leave so deep
an impression as one deed”
The words from Norwegian playwright
Henrik Ibsen have really resonated with
me this week. In times of challenge, it
is the little things that can make such a
profound difference. As such, it gives
me great pride to see Lower School
pupils going out of their way to make a
difference.
The Year 7 Great Value Appeal
launched last week with a plea for
donations to be made towards the
People’s Pantry and Pocklington
District Lions Christmas Appeal.
So far, we have had a steady
stream of donations and I must

www.woldgate.net
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say a massive thank you to
all the Year 7 parents, pupils
and staff who have already
contributed. Please do keep
these donations coming in
as I would love to share that
we have run out of space to
store them all next week!
These donations really will
make a massive difference to peoples’ lives this Christmas.
In Year 8, Tilly and Evie took part in a sponsored litter pick
for Children in Need and Guides at the start of this month.
They walked the length of Barmby Road and back and
managed to pick up two bags of rubbish! What an amazing
contribution to your community girls and a lovely act of
value.
Ms Minton
Head of Lower School
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Mrs Atkinson writes:
This week, Year 11 pupils
have had interviews with
members of the Senior
Leadership Team and Mrs
Wright. It has been an absolute treat for
us to meet one to one with our pupils to
check on their well-being and reflect on
their academic progress. For so many,
their concerns lie with the uncertainty
of the summer exams and for some, the
amount of time spent away in recent
weeks due to the partial school closures.
They have spoken of the importance of
showing outstanding work in lessons
and their efforts with showcasing their
true ability.
When they reflected on their most recent Progress Review,
they could speak openly about where their gaps were and
most knew what they must now do to make better progress.
They have all been given their mock exam timetables and
have identified ways in which they can prepare well for
these. They have been reminded that there is work on
MyLearning, as well as, the use of their revision websites
like GCSE Pod.

these sessions until next year and we have told them that
we will review, based on their specific needs. For now,
it if very important that their focus is in preparing well
for the upcoming mocks by completing the revision work
that staff has set. This independent work, alongside the
focussed work being done in lessons, will give each child the
opportunity to make even better progress.
We were so proud of those pupils who have already
have a Post 16 Plan! We heard of careers in the military,
engineering, mechanics, sports studies, as well as, options
linked specifically to A Level courses. To be this young, and
already have a clear career pathway, is most admirable.
Please know that we are here to support with your child’s
learning and preparation for the outside world. Please let
us know if there is anything else that we can do to further
their development. We look forward to seeing more of the
Year 11 at Monday’s enrichment sessions and accessing all
the resources that staff have put in place in preparation for
the upcoming mock exams.
Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School

On Monday it was lovely to see the number of Year 11
pupils who showed up to the various enrichment sessions
led by staff. Pupils have asked if they need to remain in
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Mrs Lawson writes:
As our students continue to submit their university applications, we
are beginning to see the invitations for interviews coming in. This
year, universities are offering online interviews via Skype, Zoom or a
similar platform. While there are also some benefits to this approach, it
also comes with challenges, so this week I am focusing on how to approach online
interviews in order to make that all important good impression.
Try to see the interview as a positive opportunity
The purpose of an interview is to give the university chance to get to know you better and find out a bit more about how
well-suited you are to the course. It is also an opportunity for you to get to meet one of your possible future tutors and get a
feel for the course and the university’s approach. Remember it is just as important that you are happy with the university as it
is that the university is happy with you!

“Interviews tell us important things about a candidate which are not captured by
grades or test scores. We can see candidates think, not merely parrot information.”
Practise Makes Perfect
Completing a mock interview is incredibly helpful, otherwise the first time you learn whether you are any good at being
interviewed is when it really counts! A mock interview is a chance to try out some of your answers and be pushed to think on
the spot. If you would like a mock interview please speak to Mrs Lawson or Mrs Bourne to arrange. You can find a lot of mock
interview questions online and we would always advise going through some of these beforehand. It is also helpful to look
through the prospectus to focus these questions towards the course you are applying for.
Cont. Over
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“Not only should you have a mock interview but you might also want to practise being
on camera –why not set up your laptop in your chosen interview location and give your
friend/ family member a call as if it was the real thing. Not only is this great practise
but it’s the perfect way to make sure all the technology is in working order!”
Location, Location, Location
If your interview is happening during the school day we can arrange a quiet office space for you to sit in while you complete
your interview. If you are going to be at home for your interview, pick a quiet room with a clear background – this may be hard
if you live with others and everyone is currently at home but do your best to find somewhere quiet. Politely ask those you live
with to not interrupt you or come into the room. Set up your camera and make sure the wall behind isn’t busy and distracting.
The device you use needs careful consideration also – avoid using your phone to make these calls. Try to use a laptop or
desktop computer with a webcam built in/ attached where possible.

“If working from has taught us one thing it’s that we can’t get through a meeting
without someone’s phone falling over no matter how they have tried to prop it up.”
University of Chester
Feeling Camera Shy?
Switch your camera view so you can only see your interviewer and not yourself - there aren’t many people who like to watch
themselves on video so why would you want to watch yourself being interviewed? Not only do many of us cringe when seeing
ourselves on video it can be very distracting when you’re talking to someone and you keep catching yourself in the camera.
Most video calling apps allow you to change the view on your screen so that you can’t see yourself. I would recommend
testing this beforehand and see if it works for you.
The usual Interview etiquette still stands
Dress Smartly - You might not need a suit, but dress smart enough to show you’re taking it seriously.
Get there early – Have your setup ready the day before and be ready for interview in plenty of time, we all know how
technology likes to mess up when we need it.
Good body language - Don’t slouch, yawn or fold your arms. You may be at home but pretend you’ve arrived at University
ready for interview – stay calm and alert, sit up straight and make eye contact.
Don’t panic – If you lose connection, or can’t answer the question asked, don’t panic, ask for a repeat of the question and try
your best to answer.

“You said something that on reflection does not seem so clever after all? No big deal.
‘Oh - sorry - I take that back...’ (big smile) ‘perhaps this might be a better way to think
about it...’ Everyone makes mistakes, good candidates spot their own mistakes and
recover from them.”
Mrs Lawson
Head of Sixth Form
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Mrs Geary
writes:
In English lessons in Year
9, we have been studying
poems from different
cultures and encouraging pupils to learn
about how events shape people’s lives.
Often the poems deal with experiences
affected by growing up in countries
which are very different from the
pupils’ own.
Some of the poets express how it feels to face racism and
injustice such as the poem Not my Business by the Nigerian
born poet Niyi Osundare.

They picked Akanni up one morning
Beat him soft like clay
And stuffed him down the belly
Of a waiting jeep.

First they came for Mane
But I didn’t speak out
‘Cause I was not black
Next they came from Salah
But I did not speak out;
Cause I was not Muslim
Then they came for Firmino
But I did not speak out
‘Cause I was not Brazilian
Then they came for me
And there was none of the front three
To speak out for me.
Dylan Walker

What business of mine is it
So long they don’t take the yam
From my savouring mouth?

Parody Of Not My Business

The personae in the poem selfishly refuses to get involved
with the ill-treatment of others, until it happens to him.
We compared Osundare’s poem with the famous quotation
of Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) He was a prominent
Lutheran pastor in Germany who emerged as an outspoken
public foe of Adolf Hitler and spent the last seven years
of Nazi rule in concentration camps. He is perhaps best
remembered for his post-war words: “First they came for
the socialists, and I did not speak out because I am not a
socialist….then they came for me and there was no-one left
to speak out for me”
I challenged the pupils to create their own parodies of the
poems:

They came for him one day
Chewed him up and ran away
Not my problem
Never will be.
They came for her the next day
broke every limb and ran away
Everybody just looked away
Not my problem
Never will be.
They came looking for me while I hideaway
Everybody just looked away
Everybody ran away
But they finally found me.
Felix Jones

Mrs S Geary
Head of Inclusion
Cont. Over
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First they judged a girl playing football
But I did not say anything, because I didn’t
know her
Then they judged a girl playing rugby
But I did not speak out
Then they judged a girl playing X-box
But I did not speak out
Then they came for me,
I was that girl.
Lily Dunn

Why should I help?
He’s sat begging,
Hoping that someone will help.
I walk past,
Why should I help?
Someone else can…
He asks for change
He is ignored by one,
The rest don’t have change,
Why should I help?
I’m doing fine…
One day,
My pockets empty,
I’m begging for someone to help,
But I am ignored,
There is no one to help me.
Jake Atkinson
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Are you interested in
becoming a parent
governor for Woldgate
School?
Becoming a governor is a significant
commitment but a very rewarding
one. The full local governing body
meet once per half term in addition
to the subcommittees and other
training and visits. A governor’s
contribution to school life and ethos
is highly valued and appreciated.
Our Governing Body has colleagues from education,
business, bringing skills in finance, Personnel and
Law. As long as you have a child at the school, you can
express an interest in becoming a governor. It falls to
the judgement of the board that any parent wishing to
act as a governor has the relevant skills to compliment
the existing board, experience to govern effectively
and contribute to the success of the school. Prospective
candidates are invited to contact school for more
information about the responsibilities and expectations
of the role before putting themselves forward for
election. You would also need to be DBS checked
before starting post as a governor. The term of office is
four years and so may extend beyond your own child’s
time in school.
Schools fill parent governor roles through elections.
Any parent with a child at the school is eligible to apply
for the position of governor, but there is no guarantee
of being elected to the board.
If you are interested in becoming a governor please
direct expressions of interest to our office email –
office@woldgate.net – marked for the attention of
Mr Davies, Head of School. / John Sinclair Chair of
Governors.
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Care and Achievement
Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs S Clark

Miss G Parkin

Mr M Elwers

07790 987139

07790 987137

07790 987131

sclark@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Miss S Black

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

07790 987142

07790 987007

07790 987009

sblack@woldgate.net

cwright@woldgate.net

rbourne@woldgate.net
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