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Year 8 Runner Up Mysti-Rae Harlad

Year 8 Runner Up Alice Parkinson

Year 7 Runner Up Katie Greensted

Year 7 Runner Up Emelia Motiejunaite
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Spotlight on:

Drama

“Great theatre is about challenging how we
think and encouraging us to fantasise about
a world we aspire to”
William Dafoe

It fills us with enormous pride when pupils
want to devise pieces that push boundaries,
question choices and challenge our views.
Just before we entered the first lockdown, A Level students delighted
at Kneehigh Theatre’s political take on ‘King Ubu’, transforming it into
a satirical singalong whilst driving deeply thought provoking questions
about our own beliefs and through audience participation, proving how
we can be so easily led astray. We left the theatre with such a fire in
our bellies, inspiring us to create work influenced by their passions and
eager to educate audience.
Two weeks later, lockdown hit, theatres closed and Drama ceased.

Drama goes beyond the lesson and
classroom. Our Year 13 students were
devastated not to be able to perform their
final exam pieces as it becomes a very
personal journey but nevertheless, their
achievements did not go unnoticed and we
couldn’t be happier and prouder of them all.
Performing is such a passion and a joy to our
pupils and it has been great that we have had
the opportunity to experience practical work
again in a safe environment this term.
We have been so impressed with the positive
start Year 7 have made to the year. They
have been introduced to new techniques
and skills, partaking in performances along
the way. Their physical theatre work has
been particularly memorable especially in
Cont. Over
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the Darkwood Manor scheme we are currently working on,
creating characters and objects with their bodies whilst
developing a range of atmospheres. Their ability to jump into
the deep end, collaborate with peers they had only just met,
work as a team to create practical work and perform these in
class in a supportive environment has been a joy to see.

“This term in Drama, we have learned
many Drama terms and had loads of fun! I
didn’t do Drama at Primary school or over
exciting activities or practical, fun games.
I have managed, not only to improve
my acting skills, but to understand the
characters I play as well. I love Drama
and I’m glad I have the opportunity to
do it Woldgate.”
Hannah O Connell - Year 7
Some pupils have enjoyed learning about Drama so
much that even through isolating at home, they have
recorded scenes so they don’t miss out on creating
exciting work. One pupil in particular who (with the
help of Teddy as the extra cast member) re created the
scenes we were working on in class and made a mini

Of great merit,
character and value

film. We’re glad you’ve had just as much fun making this
work as we’ve enjoyed watching it!
Year 9 GCSE pupils have really hit the ground running
and have already got stuck into the set text for the
exam: Blood Brothers. They have really enjoyed delving
into the context of the play which has sparked fantastic
debates in class and insightful suggestions when
working through decisions in the script. I have been
particularly impressed at their confidence in directing
each other as we working through the play. Pupils
take turns to play different characters and direct the
scenes, linking significant moments to the playwright’s
intentions and understanding what the design elements
convey to the audience. It’s also meant that we have
had to develop new ways of researching history and
recording information as it’s been really useful to make
revision resources along the way so the work we do
now can be built on over the course. This led us into
interesting conversations about what sort of learners
they are and how best to record work that suits their
personal style. It’s great to see pupils take ownership of
their work and their creative flair – when peer marking
books at the start of a lesson, It’s almost a competition
now!

Cont. Over

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 223 December 2020

Page 5

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 223 December 2020

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Since returning in September, Year 11 have been working towards their final
coursework and performances. It’s been a tough term as they have had to
adjust to the new exam requirements quickly but they have managed to
devise two performances with powerful messages through abstract and
naturalistic devices. The pupils found the process challenging, experimenting
with different techniques and stories in the hope of finding the right fit. It’s
important for pupils to learn that if something doesn’t work or a moment
fails to succeed, that’s all part of success. It can be hard to remain motivated
when things don’t go the way you intended but we were really pleased to see
the Year 11 pupils take their feedback on board and use it productively. Their
comradery is also humbling. Performing an exam piece is incredibly nerve
wracking, and their respect and support for each other through the process
was a testament to their value and character as pupils.
We were overwhelmed with requests to join in with Drama during enrichment
– and we’ve had so much fun! Year 9 in particular impressed Mrs Chapman
when they created their own play and script. We can’t wait to get these clubs
up and running again when it is safe to do so.

Mrs Chapman has also enjoyed bringing Drama
into History and English lessons. Drama can be
a fantastic tool for exploring themes, ideas and
knowledge. In History, Year 8 pupils performed
some wonderful speeches as perspective
husbands for Queen Elizabeth I, explaining
their political and social stance, what they
could offer her whilst proving their own worth
with promises of land and allegiance with
their countries. This was a great way to prove
and test their knowledge and was lots of fun
listening to everyone’s proposal speeches!
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In English, Year 7 pupils used Drama to explore their
own reading books. They were challenged to write
their favourite chapters into scripts, thinking about the
difference in language, grammar and punctuation needed
in books and scripts. The pupils then had a lot of fun testing
their script writing skills, acting out their scenes to see if the
story had still been communicated clearly.
In a time where we have felt isolated, it has been wonderful
to see children engaging with each other and enjoying
working practically again. This current way of working won’t
change yet, but we look forward to a time when we can
create more exciting work offering pupils a voice, a chance
to challenge how we think and aspire to change the world.
Mrs Bartlett
Head of Drama

Character Profile
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Year 7 Still Life
The Art Department are delighted to share the super
work of our Year 7 artists

Martha Hardcastle

Emilia Motiejunaite
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Anya Howard

Matilda Peacock

Amelia Kilner

Coral Anderson
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Katie Greensted
Martha Hardcastle

Libby Sloman
Martha Collins

Lily Peel
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Amazing
Maths
Work
Dr Lofthouse writes:
I would like to share some work that my Year 13 Further
Maths students have done on ‘Polar Flowers’. The problem
is set on the nrich website and it goes beyond Further
Maths in the type of equation that it presents.
Yasmine Katib, Charlotte Wheatley and Effie Pope are a
delight to teach at this extremely high level of mathematics
and they approached this problem with the same love of
learning that they show every single lesson. They discussed
the problem and arrived at the rather beautiful solution (both
aesthetically and mathematically).
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character
and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are
recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these
core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life,
and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

91,337

CHARACTER

8,404

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

VALUE

4,264

12,765

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to
each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

23,805

22,506
23,831

24,223
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

Rupert Sawyer

Year 7:		

Ollie Ballie

Year 8:		

Aimee Robinson

Year 8:		

Millie-Ann Bowie

Year 9:		

Callum Glover

Year 9:		

Oliver Newton

Year 10:

Evie Brooks

Year 10:

Ella Bartram

Year 11:

Jessica Feehan

Year 11:

Adam Benson

Year 12:

Theo Beedle

Year 12:

Isabella Aaltio

Year 13:

Yasmine Katib

Year 13:

Effie Pople

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Lewis Anderson

Year 8:		

Aimee Kitching

Year 9:		

Keeley Stiffell

Year 10:

Helen East

Year 11:

James Woodward

Year 12:

Evie Boyne

Year 13:

Thomas Wiggins
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Woldgate has a Blue
Peter Badge Winner!

Chelsea Clayton in Year 9 has been awarded a Blue Peter
badge. She writes:
During Lockdown, I made some T shirts to show the NHS that I am a supporter and that they are not alone. The clapping for
carers inspired me to let them know that there are millions of people who support them.
I really enjoy watching Blue Peter: people singing, dancing and doing challenges. I decided to send them a picture of my T
Shirts as other people were doing. Not many people seemed to have the same ideas as me.
When I got the letter and the badge, I was actually shocked, it was a complete surprise. I am working on getting another
badge, I will send them a picture of me gardening. I love wearing my badge on my blazer.
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Virtual Careers Fair Information
for Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students
Mr Barrett writes:
Due to the impact of the
pandemic, schools, including
Woldgate, have been unable
to organise their usual annual
careers fairs. Providers from
across the region have worked
together to put on a virtual
careers fair on Tuesday 8th
December, via the website
humbercareers.co.uk. The
website goes live at 8:30,
but the events run up until
7pm.

Giving young people the opportunity
to make a virtual step towards their future.
Join us from 8:30am on Tuesday 8th December 2020 at:
www.humbercareers.co.uk
The platform is free to access and does not require prior registration.

We’ve worked hard to create an easy to navigate web platform
that replaces our usual face-to-face event.
We’ve gathered together local providers and housed them on
our virtual platform.
The online event is an exciting chance for young people to…
• Navigate their way through our virtual event stalls.
• Take part in scheduled LIVE! Stage events.
• Get to know further education providers.
• Hear from local employers.
• Find out about available apprenticeships.
• Watch engaging videos.
•

Download digital resources.

•

Ask important questions.

A thrilling opportunity to watch live presentations from some of the
region’s employers, further education and apprenticeship providers.

A user friendly and engaging careers platform with the
feel of a truly live, virtual event.
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Notices and Information
Uniform
Please can we remind you that all uniform orders
should be emailed to office@woldgate.net.
Please do not order via the Transition Website as
this site is not being checked and your order will not
be picked up. If you have any questions at all about
uniform, telephone 01759 302395 or email
office@woldgate.net and we will be happy to help
you.

Wider Community Transport
(Baldry’s services)
Lockdown adjustments have now been made and
paperwork and passes sent home for this academic
year. If your child travels on these services and has
not received a bus pass yet please contact
acharlton@woldgate.net as soon as possible as your
child will not be able to travel without one. If you
have any questions about wider community transport
please get in touch anytime.
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Executive
Headteacher’s Welcome

Every week, on a Friday, I take time before heading home to read the newsletter. It is
for me a celebration of our children’s and colleagues’ accomplishments, celebrating
all that is good in our school and community. It has, through these difficult times,
brought a smile to my face and genuinely made me feel good, after reading many
stories in the media about our current national situation. It provides an opportunity
to reflect on the life of our school, to re-center and focus on the difference we want
to make to the lives of our pupils, especially now and the privilege it is to work with
children.
The memories of school are some of our most vivid and, as a teacher, nothing surpasses that passion, spark and enthusiasm
within a pupil, who simply thrives under your tutelage, that class where teaching seems an utter joy as your lesson is carried
on a wave of enthusiasm and interaction, as pupils’ question and reach for the sky with their hands, simply desperate to
participate. It has been a real joy to see such teaching and children thoroughly enjoying their learning and education.
We do though face many challenges. These months continue to impact heavily upon our children and especially those who
are approaching their examinations. Childhood and especially our teenage years are never easy, but for our children they
are experiencing something quite unique that adds to those pressures. I hope over the following few months nationally we
see those steps to support our pupils, provide further clarity especially around examinations, as schools continue to take
the necessary steps to ensure that children have the opportunity to continue their preparations, both by famililarising our
children with the process and giving them an opportunity to practice a full examination. As we know, this is far more than
simply reciting remembering content, but about time management, the structure of answers and the techniques we employ
to be able to demonstrate our ability in each subject exam, with all being slightly different.
As parents will be aware, we have over this term focused on encouraging our children to continue their learning at home,
doing more than just homework, but developing habits and techniques that help them to reflect upon their own learning
and adopt approaches that help them retain knowledge and learn. I’ve had a considerable amount of feedback from parents
and with only one Newsletter next week before our final issue celebrating the achievements of the term, I’ve had a number
Cont. Over
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of requests to suggest educational toys. I feel without
reviewing each one with my own children, as fabulous as
that sounds, I’m unable to give recommendations but it
may give you a few ideas for your own research to find that
educational toy for your child, if you so wish. So, with the
support of Jan Tolkien, a teacher with over thirty years’
experience, here are a few suggestions, although I have
focused on the younger years as many of our teenagers
have said they’ve already provided parents with a list!
K’NEX have created
a series of Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics kits,
examining Newton’s
Laws. A great opportunity
to continue your child’s
learning in Science,
applying the theory and
producing some rather
impressive devices.

Of great merit,
character and value

For those who remember the 1980’s
with great fondness, then revisit the
modular analogy synthesizer. In this
case, not only do you get to listen to
Erasure (with a huge amount of practice) but also to build
the synthesizer.
For the budding architect, Lego now
has an answer, although I could not
resist the rather more expensive
Guggenheim Museum example, but
it is so cool. Clearly, we are focusing
on children’s toys but…
For this wanting to build a replica
engine, then a quick search will
find numerous options, including
the Haynes V8 model. Conscious
that lessons in combustion engines
may soon be part of our history
curriculum, as we move to electric,
but while we can why not enjoy a marvel of engineering.

For a slightly younger child, but all
the same important and hopefully
fun, the Brainbox challenges.
The range covers timetables and
other areas of the curriculum and
hopefully will also be enjoyed
by adults testing their long-term
memory retention!
The now famous miniature
computer, the Raspberry Pi
for the budding computer
programmer. A project that
aimed to produce the lowest cost
computer has seen many variants,
but you can still purchase the original version for the price
of a computer game.
Aristotle’s Number Brian Puzzle,
for those mathematicians out
there. One I feel your child will
either love or not, but definitely
one to get the grey matter
working over the Christmas
holiday.

CGP books continue
to cater for a range of
ages and support the
current curriculum. So
well worth an explore,
if your child would like
to explore a particular
topic in more detail.
The How to Draw Cool Stuff book is also very popular.
And for all of those Heads of
department and colleagues
who will tell me I did not
include their curriculum; then
may I suggest a magazine
subscription. The rise in children
based factual magazines is both
exciting and great for children
who love reading and exploring
a particular topic, plus it’s nice
when it arrives every month.
Do have a good weekend.
Mr Britton
Executive Headteacher
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Key Dates
Autumn Term 2020
Wednesday 9 September
– Friday 23 October
Monday 2 November
– Friday 18 December
Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January
– Thursday 11 February
Monday 22 February
– Friday 26 March

I would like to thank
parents and carers for
supporting the school in
our day-to-day routines,
especially with regard
to uniform. Even during
this second national
lockdown, where access
to shops has been
limited, I am grateful
to parents and carers
for sourcing new shoes,
shirts, and other uniform
items when they have
needed to be replaced.
Uniform is important. It ensures
that no child is judged by the clothes
their family can afford. It means
that in school children can focus on
the actions and words that build
their identity, not the garments,
fashions, and accessories. It shows
children that they belong to a bigger
community – one that they are part

of and that cares for them. In that
way, it allows pupils to focus on what
really make them distinctive - the
content of their character.
I was fascinated by a section of one
of Ms Reid’s A Level Biology lesson
this week. The topic was twins –
and the different characteristics
of monozygotic and dizygotic
genes. She gave a case study that
the students were familiar with of
a pair of identical twins, separated
at birth, who were reunited as
children to find that many of their
characteristics such as personality
traits, mannerisms, and interests
were still the same despite the fact
that they had never met. It made
me think of my own children and the
extent to which they resemble part
of my personality and parts of my
wife’s – and whether this is because
they have followed our example or
whether there is something genetic
Cont. Over
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Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April
– Friday 28 May
Bank Holiday
Monday 3 May
(schools closed
on this date)
Monday 7 June
– Friday 23rd July.
Staff Training Days
Monday 7 September 2020
Tuesday 8 September 2020
Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 12 April 2021
Monday 26th July 2021
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at work behind the forging of character. The class were
utterly captivated by this, as was I.

footsteps. A desire to go into nursing is not hereditary
here – it is an admiration of the hard work of siblings and
parents. An example set that forges personality.

Whether character is determined by biology or not, it is
clear that it can be fostered and developed – encouraged
and shaped. This week I have enjoyed working with
students in Year 13 to help them complete their personal
statements for university. It has been inspiring. I was
fascinated to hear from a young man who had been
captivated by a visit to a science museum as a child to
the extent that he had been driven to achieve his pilot’s
licence. Hearing him talk about the wonder of getting
into a plane in his early teens and take flight was one of
the highlights of my week. Clearly the role of character –
bravery, commitment, and hard work – have been important
but then so has the encouragement of family. Then there
was the student who wishes to become a nurse – not just
because he is interested in medicine but because he has
watched his close family, who are also nurses, working
through the pandemic and wanted to follow in their
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As a school, building character is as important to us as
developing learning. Character sits within our motto –
alongside merit and value – and is reinforced the example
set by older children as well as colleagues. It is how we
treat each other in school and the actions we reward in
class and out of it. Indeed, my congratulations this week
go to Chloe Mahon in Year 7, Lily Gibbens in Year 9, William
Cree in Year 10, Mirren Davies in Year 11, Matilda Moore in
Year12, and Effie Poole in Year 13 for achieving the highest
number of rewards in the last week.
All the very best to you and your family.
Mr G Davies
Head of School
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Message from East
Riding Transport
At the end of the school day as pupils and students board the bus,
they are sent onto transport beginning with older children first and
moving to younger children. We are aware that as pupils board the
bus in the morning (in many cases in the order that they are collected
at each stop) this is not the case. We are also aware that the buses
commissioned each day for each journey may vary in layout.
Consequently, in order to ensure pupils are seated in consistent places
on buses, East Riding will be placing signage on buses from the 14th
of December to ask pupils and students to fill buses with older pupils
seated towards the rear of the bus and younger pupils towards the
front for single deck buses. On double deckers older pupils should
sit upstairs and younger pupils should sit downstairs. Face coverings
MUST be worn on dedicated home to school transport unless your
child has a medical exemption.
We would ask that your child follows this guidance.
Woldgate School will further reinforce this when loading buses at the
end of the school day.
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Mr Sloman
writes:

13 year olds and upwards
Minimum age on popular social platforms
Minimum age on popular social platforms
This guide to the most common social networks your child might be on serves as a guide. Each link will take
This to
guide
to the
most common
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your child
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What are the risks of an underage social networking account?
What are the risks of an underage social networking account?

AskFm

BBM

Bebo

Fac

Foursquare

Google+

Habbo

Inst

Bebo
Bebo

Facebook
Facebook

Flickr
Flickr

LinkedIn

TikTok

Reddit

Habbo
Habbo

Instagram
Instagram

KiK
KiK

Twitter

Vimeo

YouNow

Reddit
Reddit

Snapchat
Snapchat

Tumblr
Tumblr

Houseparty

Monkey

Whisper

YouNow

YouTube
YouTube

Yubo
Yubo

What do I do if I ﬁnd an underage social networking account?
What do I do if I ﬁnd an underage social networking account?

The social media world continues to
grow with new apps and platforms
launching almost weekly. This can be
difficult to keep up with, and can prove
a challenge to parents trying to support
their children in the online world.
As a parent it is important you know that
all social networking platforms (or social
networking apps, if on a smartphone)
have age limits. Some social networks
use technologies that might not be
appropriate for younger children, or
engage with communities that are made
up of people much older than your child.
We have therefore included a guide to
the minimum ages for some of the most
popular social media apps, to help and
support parents.
Your child should not be accessing apps
if they have not reached the minimum
age. Most social media platforms have
reporting tools to report under-age usage
and close the account.

+
+
+
+

Minimum Age: 13 years

13 year olds and upwards
13 year olds and upwards

AskFm
AskFm

Foursquare
Foursquare

LinkedIn
LinkedIn

BBM
BBM

Google+
Google+

TikTok
TikTok

Twitter
Twitter

Vimeo
Vimeo

Houseparty
Houseparty

Monkey
Monkey

Minimum
14
14 year
olds and Age:
upwards
14 year olds and upwards

years

14 year YouNow
olds and upwards

Whisper
MySpace
Whisper

Minimum Age: 16 years

16 year olds and upwards

Mr L Sloman
Deputy Headteacher
Head of Care and Achievement
MySpace
MySpace

WhatsApp

16 year olds and upwards
16 year olds and upwards

WhatsApp
WhatsApp

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

meet me

Only suitable for 17 year olds and upwards

meet me
meet me
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Ms Minton
writes:
It is with great pride that I reveal the progress we are
making after launching the Year 7 Great Value Appeal a few
weeks ago. Pupils have really stepped up this week and the
generosity of our Year 7 community has been wonderful to
see.

different activities on there for each day of advent. Pupils
can complete the activities for each day at home, get a
parent to sign the box to say they witnessed this and then,
completed advent calendars can be handed to the PE
Department in return for a prize!

All the donations will be going to the Pocklington People’s
Pantry and the Pocklington Lions Christmas Appeal
to support those who need it after what has been a
particularly tough year for everyone. Please do keep these
donations coming in…I would love to add another table or
two, to hold all of our goodies!
Keeping with the Christmas theme, I am really excited to
share the P.E Department’s Advent plans. To get Year 7
and 8 in a festive mood on the last week of term, pupils will
be completing a fancy dress Santa Dash (a fun run). Pupils
will be completing the dash on their last PE lesson in the
last week. Medals will be awarded for the best dressed
and fastest runner. I am already excited to see the costume
creativity.

Advent calendars are available from the PE team so please
do encourage children to get involved. I can’t wait to see our
Lower School Santas in action!

Mr Clark has also created a PE Advent Calendar with
Ms Minton
Head of Lower School
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Mrs Atkinson writes:
At Woldgate, we aim
to create a positive and
motivated atmosphere,
within which pupils can take
pride in their achievements. We believe
that our pupils must be recognised for
their positive contributions, effort and
achievement in their lessons. In the
coming week, Upper School pupils will
be receiving their Award Certificates
for Acts of Great Merit, Character and
Value. It is with great pride that Mrs
Wright, Ms Black and Mr Elwers will be
issuing these awards, as well as a little
‘thank you’ for being brilliant!
Pupils have been using their well-earned rewards in the
Rewards Shop. It is great to see them topping up necessary
equipment that is essential, especially for Year 11, for their
upcoming Mock exams. A special thanks to Ms Russell and
the Care and Achievement Team for distributing the items
to the pupils.
During visits to lessons, it has been great to see the
commitment that many of our pupils show for their
learning. We have seen great revision materials that Year
11 pupils have produced in preparation for their upcoming
exams. When talking to pupils, they are happy with the
revision that has been set, and for those who started their

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate
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Picture taken before March

revision weeks ago, they know exactly what topics they
need to prepare for. Please continue to check that revision
homework tasks are being completed and encourage your
child to attend the Enrichment Sessions on Mondays.
For the exams, pupils must remember to bring all necessary
equipment, including calculators for Maths and Science,
and their Maths equipment. Please bring these items in a
clear pencil case or plastic wallet. Please also be reminded
that pupils must be in full uniform, arrive on time to their
exam rooms, and once the exam is finished, must return to
their teaching classes. Staff will be there waiting to support
them. They can bring revision materials so that they are
using their time efficiently, in between exams or where
others in their group are completing an exam.
We have high expectations from our young people; we
strive to create an environment in which each child can
succeed. As we head toward the end of term and the
hope of a good break for Christmas, we ask that you are
mindful of the anxieties and exam stress that pupils may be
experiencing. Be kind and supportive of each other; show
great character and give of your best.
Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School
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Mrs Lawson writes:
Here in the Sixth Form, we believe it is more important than ever to
provide pupils with choices for the future. We have been reviewing
our curriculum and we are delighted that in September 2021 we will
be offering a wider range of courses than ever before. Our brand new Sixth Form
website will be going live next week and all details of this will be in next week’s
newsletter.
How to make the right decisions for post-16 qualifications
There are a lot of considerations to take into account when selecting post-16 qualifications and it should be a decision you
put careful thought and time into.
What type of qualification should I choose?
It is important to consider what type of qualification will suit you best. BTEC and Cambridge Technical qualifications are
vocational, which means they are more directly linked to specific careers and industries. These qualifications are assessed
mainly through coursework which you complete as you learn, with some exams. A level qualifications are more theoretical
and enable an in-depth study of a particular subject. One of the fantastic things about our Sixth Form is that you can study
either all A level or all BTEC qualifications, or you can study a combination of BTECs and A levels, giving you enormous
flexibility in your choices.
Cont. Over
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What subjects should I choose?
The first thing you should think about is
whether you have a specific idea of what
career or degree you wish to continue
onto after Sixth Form. For certain careers,
such as medicine or engineering, there
are particular subjects you will need
to study to enable you to train in that
profession. If you are unsure at this stage
what career or degree you want to go
onto, which is the case for most of our
young people, then we would advise
you to select subjects you find most
interesting, that you enjoy and are good
at, while aiming to keep some breadth in
your subject choices to keep your options
open longer term. We will be offering
regular appointments to Year 11 students
throughout this year to make sure they
receive independent advice and guidance
about their post-16 qualifications.
What else should I be thinking about?
What else do you want to get out of
Sixth Form during the next two years?
Of course you will want to leave with
fantastic qualifications, but you will
also want to have plenty of other
opportunities for development. We
offer a huge range of enrichment
opportunities, including our incredible
expedition abroad which is a lifechanging experience for our young
people. You will also be given leadership,
sporting, enterprise and super-curricular
opportunities, such as becoming one
of our Sixth Form student leaders or
competing in the UK maths challenge.
These opportunities are about you
growing as an individual, but also giving
you the edge as you move on from Sixth
Form to your chosen career or degree.
Mrs Lawson
Head of Sixth Form
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and suggestions of books in our library and online which
they might enjoy reading. We are using the Accelerated
Reader programme which is used in many schools to
promote accurate and active reading.

Mrs Geary
writes:
There are many
traditions of Christmas
which have not changed
very much since their inception during
the Victorian times: sending Christmas
cards, putting up a Christmas tree
decorated with lights and baubles and
singing carols.
However, one tradition seems to have died out over recent
years: telling ghost stories around a roaring fire.
Whenever five or six English-speaking people meet round
a fire on Christmas Eve, they start telling each other
ghost stories,” wrote one of my favourite writers Jerome
K. Jerome as part of his introduction to an anthology of
Christmas ghost stories titled “Told After Supper” in 1891.
“Nothing satisfies us on Christmas Eve but to hear each
other tell authentic anecdotes about spectres.”
Of course, as Year 11 will tell you as they revise A Christmas
Carol for their GCSE exams, Dickens’ own “ghostly little
story” as he calls it in his introduction was a product of
the ghostly Christmas tradition and some will argue it also
single-handedly saved other Christmas traditions from
dying out, too.
Another favourite novel and stage play, The Woman in Black
by Susan Hill also begins with the telling of ghostly tales,
something which leads the main character, Kipps to begin to
share his own tale of terror.
Many people have found solace in returning to their
favourite books during lockdown and perhaps turning
off screens and reading a story together might be a new
tradition which a family might embrace.
Often, it’s about finding the right book with the right level
of challenge and interest. This week, pupils in Key Stage
3 have received a letter which tells them their reading age

Pupils also receive a ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development)
rating. This will be a range of reading material in which
pupils best develop their reading. The Accelerated Reader
website explains the need. A pupil’s ZPD range will look
something like this: 4.6 -7.2 It gives a range of material in
which pupils will read most comfortably with a level of
challenge. The levels move from 0.1 through to above 10.
Most books within school associated with AR (Accelerated
Reader) have levels (either on a coded label on the front
page or on the spine of the book). We often use colour
coded stickers on the spines of books so that pupils can
easily see the level of the book they are considering.
A Few Tips for Helping Pupils Achieve with Accelerated
Reader
•

Help your child set realistic reading targets for each
day. The average amount suggested by Accelerated
Reader is 25 minutes per day.

•

Offer a secure, cosy, quiet environment in which to
read. Have reading hours in which the TV is switched off
and everybody reads. This quiet and concentrated time
is essential for training children for good reading and
studying habits for later life.

•

Ask your child questions as they read: what is the
genre of the book they have picked, who are the key
characters, what happens in the story?

•

Ask your child about the book title: what might be the
significance of this? You might ask before they read and
then as they near the end of the story as ideas are likely
to change.

•

Read the same book as your child so that you can
actively discuss characters and plot structure.

•

Download the AR app and use the AR BookFinder to
check for appropriately levelled material at the library
or local bookshop.

Cont. Over
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•

Ask your child whether they can empathise with the
characters. Can they remember a time when they felt
the same way? (This helps to anchor ideas and feelings
from the text in the mind of the child).

•

Ask your child to predict what might happen at
different points in the text and ask them to consider
how the plot might develop.

•

Choose more difficult texts with your child, ones they
would like you to read with them. Choose a time each
day or week when you will read to them.

•

Share some of your all-time favourite reads with your
child. What did you love as a child and why did it stay
with you?

We have a number of new books on offer as part of the
Book Buzz programme, one is City of Ghosts by Victoria
Schwab, a ghostly story set in Edinburgh and Crater Lake
by Jennifer Killick, spooky happenings on a school trip.
Perhaps that’s one for Christmas? Don’t have nightmares!
Mrs S Geary
Head of Inclusion
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Are you interested in
becoming a parent
governor for Woldgate
School?
Becoming a governor is a significant
commitment but a very rewarding
one. The full local governing body
meet once per half term in addition
to the subcommittees and other
training and visits. A governor’s
contribution to school life and ethos
is highly valued and appreciated.
Our Governing Body has colleagues from education,
business, bringing skills in finance, Personnel and
Law. As long as you have a child at the school, you can
express an interest in becoming a governor. It falls to
the judgement of the board that any parent wishing to
act as a governor has the relevant skills to compliment
the existing board, experience to govern effectively
and contribute to the success of the school. Prospective
candidates are invited to contact school for more
information about the responsibilities and expectations
of the role before putting themselves forward for
election. You would also need to be DBS checked
before starting post as a governor. The term of office is
four years and so may extend beyond your own child’s
time in school.
Schools fill parent governor roles through elections.
Any parent with a child at the school is eligible to apply
for the position of governor, but there is no guarantee
of being elected to the board.
If you are interested in becoming a governor please
direct expressions of interest to our office email –
office@woldgate.net – marked for the attention of
Mr Davies, Head of School. / John Sinclair Chair of
Governors.
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Care and Achievement
Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs S Clark

Miss G Parkin

Mr M Elwers

07790 987139

07790 987137

07790 987131

sclark@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Miss S Black

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

07790 987142

07790 987007

07790 987009

sblack@woldgate.net

cwright@woldgate.net

rbourne@woldgate.net
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