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Year 7 are Fishing
for Success
Year 7 pupils have
produced some
stunning work inspired
by three famous artists.
See inside for more
masterpieces
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SPOTLIGHT ON YEAR 10
Mr Crisp writes:
We have some more impressive work to share with you,
this week from the following Year 10 pupils: Jade H,
Rowan S, Charlie CM and James J.

Rowan Smithson
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Jade Hoop

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 247 July 2021

Page 3

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 247 July 2021

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Charlie Clover-Milne
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James Jackson
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Year 7
Art
Some more wonderful
examples of work inspired by
the artists: J Vincent Scarpace,
Aleah Koury and Mike Salven
Mason De-Martine

Amelie Kilner
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Grace Lee

Freya Fawcett

Niamh Bryan
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Benjamin Gwilliam

Barnaby Jones
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We have a Peter Jones Foundation,
National Entrepreneur of the Year finalist!
Huge congratulations to James Cousins
in Year 12, the owner and business
brain behind So Yummy Sweet Treats,
who is now a finalist in this prestigious
competition and will pitch his future
business plans to Peter Jones himself
in the competition final in London on
September 24th.
We can all support James by following him on:
Instagram and Facebook @soyummysweettreats.
Website: www.soyummysweettreats.com
James writes: “My business is a local sweet business based in Barmby Moor,
selling sweet boxes, pouches, jars and unique sweet cakes. At the start of the
competition I had to enter a business plan to the Peter Jones Foundation, for
the National Entrepreneurs 2021. From there I was picked as one of the eight
to go into the semi final. In which I had to submit a pitch video which included
information about my business and the work I do with the People’s Pantry (food
bank), giving back to the local community, this is because for every order I receive
I donate a bag of sweets to the Peoples Pantry which is Pocklington’s local food
bank. After my pitch was played in the semi final I had to face a panel of four
judges from various successful business and
answer questions.
One week later I was informed that I had made it to the finals (only 4 in the final) in which I
have to go down to London, Hampton Court Palace, to give a live pitch to a panel of judges
including Peter Jones. This pitch is in late September.”
Miss Russell writes: “Woldgate School is delighted to be affiliated to the Peter Jones
Enterprise Academy and the exclusive opportunities that it affords our Business students.
James is our first student to enter the Entrepreneur of the Year competition and we are
absolutely thrilled and extremely proud that he has made it all the way through to the final.
This is certainly a once in a lifetime experience for James and we are very excited and can’t
wait for his final pitch. Go for it, James!”
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Executive
Headteacher’s Welcome

This week, I have had the joy of seeing some lovely lessons. Children thoroughly
engaged in their learning and colleagues who have clearly invested significant
time in their planning and resources, to ensure that real pace and challenge are
throughout the lesson.
This term, as well as preparing their lessons, colleagues have also been working on our curriculum and we will see numerous
subject areas adopting this new planning from September. It was also a pleasure to meet with an HMI (Her Majesty’s
Inspector of Schools) to look through the planning together and to share the hard work and excitement of colleagues.
Curriculum is fundamental to good teaching - it defines the content to be taught and the order in which teachers will deliver
key skills, concepts and knowledge. When thought through carefully and planned with great care, it can make the difference
between a child understanding new learning or not.
Learning new knowledge at secondary is initially dependent upon what has been taught at primary and then, as children
progress, the knowledge and skills they have been taught in previous years. I like the analogy of building the house, as you
need solid ground, a good foundation and then we build brick upon brick, each resting and dependent upon what lies below.
Of course, if the foundation is not solid, a few bricks are missed here and there, then the overall structure will be weakened.
Part of the challenge for schools comes not only from having a systematic approach to building knowledge, but to knowing
where there are gaps, as we cannot ‘see the wall’ and can only find the gaps through assessment. Unfortunately, assessment
is often seen as a negative - I remember from my own school days the formality and how it caused me to worry. Ultimately
though, done correctly and sensitively, it can become part of our normal lesson routine, helping us to feel that testing is
less of an event, the norm and hopefully helpful. Other forms of assessment are treated as such - I know how fast (or slow
depending on your perspective) I can run 5K. My personal best is a driver for me, a benchmark I use and try to improve upon
and it motivates me. I am frustrated, as I know it could be better, but in watching my technique and learning, I know what I
need to do to improve.
Cont. Over

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 247 July 2021

Page 10

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 247 July 2021

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Charlie Wilson
Parents also note from time to time the issuing of lates - even when they have phoned school to explain why their child is
going to be late. The code simply records for us when learning has been missed. Clearly if frequent, we start to see those
gaps appearing - but the information is extremely helpful in knowing when children are absent and what content by default,
they would have missed.
Those missing ‘bricks’ if you like, as well as building the wall, provide context to understand concepts taught later. I wonder if
you can decipher the following and link to a specific task - you are only missing the title…

‘The procedure is actually quite simple. First you arrange items into different groups.
Of course one pile may be sufficient depending on how much else there is to do. If you
have to go somewhere else due to lack of facilities that is the next step; otherwise, you
are pretty well set. It is important not to overdo things. That is, it is better to do too
few things at once than one many.’
As with the example provided, you don’t need to miss much for the meaning to be lost. Part of our challenge, as we all
continue to battle Covid-19 and manage periods of remote learning, is to know and address where gaps in learning have
occurred.
Parents can play a vitally important role in this process, as we reviewed last half-term, helping to talk through their children’s
books and by asking those questions to help children identify where gaps in knowledge have occurred, but also to move that
knowledge from their short-term to long-term memory.
Do have a great weekend.
Mr J Britton
Executive Headteacher
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Key Dates
Summer Term 2021
Monday 7 June
- Friday 23 July.
Staff Training Days

I hope this newsletter
finds you and your family
well.

self-isolate if members of the family
develop symptoms is also a key step
to keeping our community safe.

After a sustained period of time
without the need for closure of
bubbles due to positive cases, we
have unfortunately seen some
separate cases in our community our thoughts are with these children
and their families. For those selfisolating, we appreciate how difficult
it is to be away from the classroom
and their peers in school. Our safety
measures in school - such as oneway systems, staggered starts and
end times, additional hand sanitiser
and hand-washing stations, and
additional cleaning routines - all
remain in place.

The rise in cases locally are such
that East Riding and Public Health
England have met with all secondary
schools in the authority to continue
to advise against large gatherings
and activities that involve mixing
of large groups. Consequently,
transition events for Year 6 - as well
as celebration events such as proms
and other end of year trips - will
once again need to be postponed
or reimagined to ensure that we
keep infection rates low. We are
encouraged by news that planning is
taking place at national level for the
reintroduction of in-school testing
following the summer break.

Parents and carers can support the
school by helping children to take
lateral flow tests on Wednesdays and
Sundays. The timing of these tests
at these key points in the week is
intended to reduce the number of
children that need to self-isolate as a
result of a positive test by identifying
cases early. I would like to thank you
for supporting the school with this
process as it has a demonstrable
impact on managing cases in school.
Additionally, ensuring children

While it is dispiriting to read that
nationally the numeracy and literacy
levels of children have been harmed
by the impact of the pandemic and
consequently, it was pleasing to
see the provisional results of our
reading and mathematics tests
taken in school. These are externally
assessed tests that track the
progress of our children in literacy
and numeracy that benchmark
our children against the national
standardised scores. It is encouraging

Monday 26 July 2021
to see that our children as a whole are
making gains and bucking the trend we
see nationally in their mathematics and that they are making progress at
least in line with pre-pandemic levels
in their reading. A key part of this has
been the impact of the interventions
we have been running for children after
school during period 6. Many of these
children have made significant gains as
a result of this carefully planned small
group intervention. We recognise the
challenging year all students and pupils
have had across the country. As we plan
for the academic year to come we are
keen to explore strategies and systems
to enable more children to benefit from
small group tuition and intervention
during the school day and we look
forward to sharing this planning with you
soon.
This week our sincere congratulations go
to Finley Crow in Year 7, Ellie McNeil in
Year 8, Joshua Richards in Year 9, Harry
Smart in Year 10, and Connor Brogan in
Year 12 for achieving the Head of School
Award this week for their rewards and
hard work in the last seven days.
Best wishes,
Mr G Davies
Head of School
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Care Imagine Believe Strive Achieve
www.melbourneprimary.org.uk
admin@mcps.org.uk

Main Street
Melbourne
York
YO42 4QE
Tel: 01759
318369

Melbourne Primary School is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership. The Local Governing
Body at Melbourne Primary School has a vacancy for a Governor – at this time we are not
looking to recruit parent governors as all parent governor vacancies are full.

Governors play a key role in the school. Working as a team to provide support and challenge
and influencing strategies. We are hoping that members of the community will nominate
themselves or others and help us by contributing ideas and influencing decision making.
Outlines of procedures for nominations are set out below but please feel free to contact me
directly to talk informally about being a School Governor.
The Local Governing Body is made up of parents, teachers and other members of the

community. Twice per term the Governing Body meets to support the work of the school, and
together with the Head of School is responsible for making sure that the school provides a
good standard of education for pupils.
If you would like to become a Governor please contact me using the following email
address: kfoxton@mcps.org.uk
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Safeguarding at
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

Children’s Mental Health
With 75% of mental health problems
in adult life (excluding dementia)
starting by the age of 18 - it’s clear
that the earlier signs in childhood are
spotted, the better. This has never been
so important, with the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent
lockdown last summer and after
Christmas having a widespread and
profound impact on mental health
nationwide.
At Woldgate School, our staff and Care and Achievement
Coordinators understand the signs and behaviours that
could point to a child or young person needing support
to maintain their mental wellbeing. It is vital that parents
and close family members also understand these signs, so
children get the support they need immediately.

‘MASK’ is a simple acronym to help you remember
Mood

Actions
Social

Keep Talking

If you have urgent concerns about your child’s mental
health and wellbeing, please speak to your GP or call the
Young Minds parents helpline on 0808 802 5544 for advice.
Please also contact your child’s Care and Achievement
Coordinator to arrange a meeting to discuss how we can
support your child in school.

www.woldgate.net
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some of the signs and what to look out for if you’ve started
to feel concerned about your child’s mental health.

WoldgateSchool

They get irritable, argumentative or
aggressive towards you. They may blame
you if things go wrong. They can also
become withdrawn
They may experience changes in eating
and sleeping patterns.
They suddenly appear especially bored,
lonely or withdrawn. Losing interest in
friends and other things they liked to do
or missing school are common warning
signs.
Refusing or being reluctant to talk about
how they’re feeling is common. But keep
listening and ask how they are feeling.
When they do open up, make sure they
know there’s someone there who really
cares.
Cont. Over
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How can children look after their mental health?
Here are some top tips for looking after your mental health:
•

Get plenty of sleep: sleep can help you to cope with the pressures of everyday life and think and learn better

•

Improve your diet: eating healthily can make you feel better, and avoid junk food and energy drinks which can make you
feel worse

•

Spend time talking to your friends and family: spending time with people is good for your mental health.

•

Limit your screen time and social media usage: social media can put pressures on us, including having to constantly be
available - give yourself a break

Remember that your child can speak to any member of staff, including their Care and Achievement Coordinator if they need
help, advice, or if they just want to talk to someone, or if they are worried about someone else.

What can I do to help?
Talking to your child is a key part of understanding what they might be going through. The best way to approach this is with a
casual conversation - ask them how they are feeling and letting them say what they want to say will help.
The chat doesn’t have to go straight into asking about their mental health, it’s more about asking about their day and making
sure you make the time to listen. The more you talk and listen - the sooner your child will know that they can talk to you when
they need to.
Linking a young person to self-help information they can read and use at their own pace will allow them some privacy and the
opportunity to do this in their own time.
It is important to encourage a child or young person to look after themselves by eating healthily, getting enough exercise and
sleeping well. How they feel physically will have a huge impact on their emotional health.
For more information and advice, visit: www.thinkuknow.co.uk.
If you would like more information, or would like support, please do contact Mr Sloman (Designated Safeguarding Lead) or
Mrs Wright (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead).
Mr L Sloman
Deputy Headteacher
Head of Care and Achievement
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Lower School

Ms Minton writes:
It was great to meet
with Year 7 parents and
carers this week during our
first Parents’ Evening. This was a really
valuable opportunity to discuss the
progress of our Year 7 pupils as well as
set targets to ensure that every child
reaches their potential. I would really
encourage the continuation of these
honest discussions at home to ensure a
really positive end to this academic year
as well as a focused start to the next. I
look forward to meeting with parents
again on Monday.
Our Year 7 pupils have also been busy in the kitchen this
week as they have made the most of our Food Technology
facilities in B block. Mrs Webster has been extremely
impressed with the mature way in which pupils have
approached these practical lessons and their final products
certainly do look tasty! They may even give our Year 6 Great
Woldgate Bake Off entries a run for their money! Pupils
have also started to carry out Science experiments in our
laboratories as well as Music lessons in our keyboard room.
It has been lovely to see pupils engaging so practically and
enthusiastically with their learning.
Ms A Minton
Head of Lower School
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Upper
School

Mrs Atkinson writes:
“I really think a champion is defined not by their wins,
but by how they can recover when they fall”.
Serena Williams
It is lovely to hear when our pupils achieve
gold medals, trophies, and certificates for
coming first. I also listen to the stories
where things did not go to plan but where
it serves as a moment of reflection and
growth. I recently sat with Thomas as he
retold the events leading up to his most
recent races. I listened with pride and here
is what he told me:
‘Last weekend we
were at Northampton
International Raceway
for the British
Championships in
StoxKarts. It was good to
have some spectators, now that some lockdown rules have
been lifted. My family, as always, were there supporting me
for the defence of my British Title.
I got myself all geared up and ready for the first heat but
there was a lot of traffic, so I did not get the opportunity to
get some points on the board. As I got ready for heat two,
we had some problems with the car that delayed our start
but once we got going, the car ran well, and I had a muchimproved time. I came third.

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

Then came the big championship race.
I thought that I was fine until we all
started to line up and complete the
rolling laps. As we set off, the nerves
were calmer, and I was feeling confident.
The fact that I had a brilliant heat two
gave me the confidence that I would
do well. However, as I came into the first corner, another
competitor side swiped me and put me into the wall, and I
landed on my roof. This was my first ‘roll over’. This resulted
in a Red Flag that stopped the race.
I was rolled back over and just had to watch from my car on
the progress of the race. I was devastated that I could not
even finish and the realisation of the loss of my British Title
had begun to dawn on me. I know that this is something
that happens, and I was fortunate to not have got hurt
too badly. I know that I have the strength, courage, skills,
and determination to continue with my racing and having
experienced this loss, has made me even more determined
to continue to work hard and prepare for the World
Championships.
I look forward to regaining my title and continue to strive
for the ultimate prize!

WoldgateSchool
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“Life is not about how hard of a hit you
can give, it’s about how many you can
take, and still keep moving forward.
That’s how winning is done.”
A classic line from the film ‘Rocky’.

Important information for
Year 10 parents
Next week, Year 10 pupils will be receiving their mock
examination results. Please remember that we completed
the mock exams to check our pupils’ understanding on
topics taught since they began their GCSEs but also to
check for gaps in knowledge due to lockdown and remote
learning.
Year 10 pupils will be reminded of GCSEPod as a useful
resource and staff will address gaps in their knowledge and
plan for upcoming topics, by setting relevant pods. Please
encourage your child to complete the work that is set.
During your child’s meeting with a member of the
senior team, they will reflect on what went well in their
preparations and we will support them to set SMART
targets to improve in the areas where they have not done as
well. Please get in touch if you have any questions.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the
pupils who have been awarded their Bronze, Silver, Gold and
House Heroes Awards. Please continue to wear your badges
with pride.

Of great merit,
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A farewell to Year 10 from
Miss Black.
When I joined Woldgate School in September
2019, I was excited to be working within my local
community. I was paired with what was Year 9: Mrs
Atkinson’s ‘babies’ and I was told to look after them
well. I remember the first assembly when I was
introduced to you all and I asked for everyone to
come and say ‘hello’ to me - and you did! I have been
so impressed by this year group, there is so much
kindness and goodness within it.
Being a Care and Achievement Coordinator, for
me, is about being a friendly face, a support, a go
to, a person that pupils feel they can complain to,
laugh with, cry with and celebrate with. I feel I have
achieved this in my short time with you. We have
created some happy memories that I will take with
me.
Unfortunately, during the home learning period we
were forced to spend time apart. We had a difficult
time but feel we stuck together the best we could
and I can’t thank the pupils enough that joined me
each week on the live sessions - we had a good time
with much laughter!
There is so much talent within the year group and
a lot of you will go on to succeed and be the most
amazing adults!
In September I will start work at York College. I am
sure I will see some of you once your Woldgate
journey has come to an end; please look out for me
if you venture into York. I always welcome a friendly
face.

Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School

So, for now I would like to say thank you to all the
pupils of Year 10, their parents, Mrs Atkinson for
looking after me, and the amazing teachers that I
have worked closely with through my time. I wasn’t
here for a long time, but I hope I have helped along
the way and I wish you all the best for the future.
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Sixth
Form

Mrs Lawson writes:
This week, I have been incredibly impressed by our Year 12 students, who
have demonstrated a great deal of resilience and strength of character as
they begin their mock exams. I wish them all the luck for their remaining exams next
week.
Our Year 11 transition events also finished this week. It has
been fantastic to meet many of the pupils who will be joining
us in September, and to have the opportunity to support
them in their transition into Sixth Form. On Tuesday this
week, Year 11 pupils took part in transition sessions for Art,
Biology, Computer Science, French, History, and PE. It was
wonderful to see pupils engaged and enthused in these
sessions and the feedback from staff and pupils has been
overwhelmingly positive. On Wednesday, the Welcome
to Sixth Form session took place remotely, and pupils can
access these materials on MyLearning at any time. These
sessions looked at what pupils can expect from studying in
the Sixth Form, and gave some important tips about how to
approach their studies. There was also some fantastic advice
from some of our previous Sixth Form students, such as:
“Be organised with your work schedule. Be ready to work
very hard, and don’t leave work and revision until the last
minute.”
“Keep your folders organised. It helps when you come to
revise.”

“Take advantage of the support of teachers and form tutors,
it will make everything easier. Put 100% into everything, and
you’ll get more out of it in the future.”
“Don’t underestimate the step up between GCSE and Sixth
Form. Make revision notes as you go along so when it comes
to revision you already have them ready.”
“Pick subjects you enjoy.”
“It’s only two years - work hard and stay focused.”
“Don’t worry what others think or say. You are here to learn
for YOU.”
“Love your subjects. It is so much easier to learn what you
enjoy.”
“Don’t stop and don’t give up.”
Finally, I would like to congratulate the following students on
achieving the highest number of rewards in the Sixth Form
this week: Connor Brogan, James Cousins, Ethan Martin,
Theo Beedle, Harry Guy and Olivia McCrum.
Mrs K Lawson
Head of Sixth Form
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Contact info
To visit our new Sixth Form site, read the
prospectus, and watch our Sixth Form and subject
videos:

Enter the Sixth Form Portal via the school website

www.woldgate.net

Or phone to speak to the Sixth Form Team

07790 987009

@EYSixthForm
eysixthform

Achieve your

FULL
POTENTIAL
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Mrs Geary writes:
Whenever I have been
involved with transition,
there is one topic of conversation which
always comes up: “What’s the food
like at Woldgate School?” Often on
Transition Days, Year 6 pupils are almost
overwhelmed by the choices available to
them and it can be a challenge to decide
what to try first. Paninis and pasta pots
are particular favourites and pupils also
like the flexibility of buying a hot meal
one day and a sandwich or bringing a
pack up the next.

•

Universal Credit - Your annual income assessed by the
Department for Work and Pension must be less than
£7,400. Any pupil eligible for free school meals before
1 April 2018 when the earned income threshold is
introduced will retain their eligibility until then end of
universal credit roll-out which is March 2022

•

Child Tax Credit (but NOT receiving Working Tax
Credit) - provided your annual income, assessed by
the Inland Revenue, does not exceed £16,190
(Please note: this amount is subject to change in April
every year)

•

Employment Support Allowance (income-related)

•

Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit

Unfortunately, transition days cannot take place this year
due to the advice from the Local Authority, but it may be
worth having a look on the Woldgate School website to see
what is usually on offer. Planning your choices in advance
will also help you to work out how much the meal will cost.

•

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999.

A meal deal is always on offer for £2.70 and is a popular
choice. Year 7 normally buy their food at the “snack shack”
in the yard near E Block and the dinner ladies are always on
hand to help new pupils.
In the same area on the website, there is also information
about Free School Meals. We know that this has been a
difficult year for many families and you may find that you
are eligible for Free School Meals.
Pupils are entitled to Free School Meals if parents are in
receipt of any of the following benefits:
•

Job Seeker’s Allowance (income-based)

•

Income Support

The Free School Meal will remain in place for as long
as pupils attend an East Riding of Yorkshire school and
parents continue to be entitled to one of the above
qualifying benefits. If pupils are in receipt of Free School
Meals in their Primary school, this should automatically
continue in Year 7.
We keep entitlement to Free School Meals as confidential
as possible in school. Our PIN and thumbprint system in
the canteen mean that no-one is aware of the eligibility.
School receives a Pupil Premium Grant for pupils who are
in receipt of Free School Meals and this means that we can
help to provide support for pupils in school. They can also
benefit from additional mentoring, support with uniform
and equipment and also trips and activities.
Please get in touch if you require further information.
Mrs S Geary
Head of Inclusion
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character
and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are
recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these
core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life,
and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

282,426

CHARACTER

27,777

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

VALUE

16,974

66,780

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to
each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

73,007

70,449
75,352

79,520
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

George Taylor

Year 7:		

Bruce Stephenson

Year 8:		

Daniel Brett

Year 8:		

Theo Dykes

Year 9:		

Lily Featherstone

Year 9:		

Zoe Narey

Year 10:

Fifi Shirley

Year 10:

Harvey Tinson

Year 12:

Connor Brogan

Year 12:

Elizabeth Marsden

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Rupert Sawyer

Year 8:		

Lewis Fennell

Year 9:		

Leo Chi

Year 10:

Georgina Dawson

Year 12:

James Cousins

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look at
your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of these
values in everything they do.

WoldgateSchool

Issue 247 July 2021

Page 24

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 247 July 2021

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Care and Achievement
Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs S Clark

Miss G Parkin

Mr M Elwers

07790 987139

07790 987137

07790 987131

sclark@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Miss S Black

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

07790 987142

07790 987007

07790 987009

sblack@woldgate.net

cwright@woldgate.net

rbourne@woldgate.net
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