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Newsletter

Of great merit, character and value

A Review of the
Academic Year

Memories from the past eleven months. Moments to
celebrate where our pupils, students and staff have
risen above the huge challenges they have faced.
All of us here at Woldgate School wish you and
your family a restful and happy summer
holiday. We very much look forward
to welcoming our pupils and
students back to school in
September.
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Of great merit,
character and value

Mr Crisp writes:
It has been my pleasure
and privilege to help
compile the last
45 editions of the
Newsletter.
I would like to thank
all the wonderful
colleagues, parents,
pupils and students who
have contributed to the
Newsletter during that
time.
In September Ms Britton
will be joining the school
and will take on my role,
so please do feel free
to contact her at the
following email address if
you have a story to share:
mbritton@woldgate.net
Mr Crisp
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SEPTEMBER
Spotlight on
Business Studies
The school was proud to receive notice that seven Sixth
Form students from last year’s Year 13, have graduated
from the prestigious Peter Jones Enterprise Academy.
The students had to prove themselves as entrepreneurs
by completing a range of challenges. More of our students
are expected to graduate next year thanks to the support
of Ms Russell and their own hard work, ingenuity and
commitment.

The younger generation of business tycoons are already
showing potential. As part of a GCSE project, Georgina
Dawson, Jesse Wilcock and Luci Dempster produced some
impressive mind maps.
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SEPTEMBER
A selection of excellent Year 11 art work.

Our new Year 7 pupils were settling in nicely.

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 250 July 2021

Page 4

Issue 250 July 2021

OCTOBER
Georgina in Year 10 is a talented
golfer and we are delighted to hear
about her success.
Georgina writes:

Georgina’s
not just
playing
around

At the age of 8, I began playing golf, starting with beginners
coaching and occasional practising with my dad, who is also
a keen golfer. It is only in the past two years I have started
to train a lot more and play in many competitions. This
has led to a major decrease in my handicap and winning a
number of trophies and prizes.
Last year, I was given the opportunity to be Junior Captain
of my golf club and I hope to fulfil this role into next year
due to the lack of chances to play competitions this year.
I have also been very lucky in receiving coaching with the
elite Yorkshire Girls’ Golf Group.
Well done Georgina and we look forward to hearing all
about your future progress within the sport.

Chad Beevers was crowned British Quad 250 Open Champion on Sunday, 4th October, 2020!
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Yasmine in Year 13 is our
very own judo superstar.
Here she writes about her
involvement in the sport.
I have been doing judo since I was 5. I stared at Haltemprice
Judo Club - I now coach the sessions based in Pocklington.
Which is one of the best parts of judo for me. I now train with
York RI Judo Club, Huddersfield Judo Club, East Yorkshire Judo
Academy and Haltemprice Judo Club I also train at the regional
team sessions. Before lockdown I was training 5 or 6 days a
week in preparation for the British Schools Championship. I
won silver in my age and weight category.
I love the adrenaline rush I get from competing and the
excitement of preparation. Being part of a team is one of
my favourite things, having that support both in training and
competition is amazing. As well as being a fun way to exercise
judo has given me many opportunities to travel and make lots
of friends.
My main achievements:
•

Becoming a Black Belt at age 15

•

Silver at the British school Championships 2020 and
Bronze in 2019 - both representing Woldgate School

•

Bronze in The Gothenburg Open 2019

•

Competing in regional, national and international
competitions and training in GB training camps.

I have also competed in team competitions which is an
enjoyable experience as we get to celebrate and fight as a
team instead of just for ourselves.
I completed my coaching qualification last year which gives me the opportunity to run sessions with my sister; this allows us
to give back to the club that got us to where we are today.
I also use judo to volunteer at disability sports days and have held summer school sessions for children with Downs Syndrome.
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Tilly in Year 11
is our Dressage
Superstar
In a school where we love to
celebrate the achievements of
our pupils, we celebrated Tilly
in Year 11.
Tilly was selected as a British Dressage
Foundation Academy Athlete 2020/2021. The
aim of the Foundation Academies is to develop
the Training and Education of British Dressage
Youth riders.
It was a fantastic opportunity for Tilly to receive
training from top trainers. Tilly rode in front
of the GB Team Selectors and will receive
feedback from them. As well as, strengthening
and conditioning Sessions, Tilly received
advice from: nutritionists, rider physio and
biomechanics, sports psychology sessions, rider
profiling and goal setting sessions. An amazing
opportunity!
Tilly and her pony, Freddie (Fred Zeppelin) have
been together for 7 years! Freddie can be quite
anxious and nervous, but Tilly has spent many
hours with him gaining trust and confidence.
They have gradually worked their way up many
levels and are aiming to complete at Pony FEI
Level.
The family is most grateful for the support
given by the school by allowing Tilly to attend
her training sessions and follow her dreams.
This opportunity to work with specialist trainers
could not have happened and Tilly will make
the most of this opportunity to gain as much
knowledge and excel.
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OCTOBER
Holly in Year 11 is a
Cricketing Sensation

Holly started playing cricket when she was only 7. She quickly showed her potential as a
batter and wicket keeper playing club cricket at Woodhouse Grange Cricket Club. Holly first
played for Yorkshire in 2016 and is now a regular member of the team. She has also played for
East Yorkshire Under 11,13 and 15’s and in the Sessay
Women’s team for the past two years.
Holly’s skill and commitment have brought her the following accolades:
•

Players’ Player in 2016

•

A County Championship in 2017 with Yorkshire

•

Playing at The Oval in London in 2019 for Sessay in the T20 Kia Summer Smash

•

Winning the batting award for Yorkshire Under 15’s in 2019 (Top run scorer)

•

Scoring her maiden 50 in 2019, getting 65 not out for Yorkshire Vs Durham

•

Captaining Yorkshire under 15’s in the 2020 season

•

Playing for Yorkshire Under 17’s

Woldgate School is proud to celebrate Holly’s achievements and we wish her every success for what promises to be a bright
future in the game. Hit them for six Holly!
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NOVEMBER
Outstanding
Year 12
Artwork
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NOVEMBER
Queeva Whelan

Katie Twigg

Samuel Kelly

Caitlyn Johnson
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NOVEMBER
Media Studies
pupils capture
the beauty of
the natural
world.
Mr Chapman wanted to share these
stunning images captured by Year 9
pupils, Lucy Johnson and Ellie Pratt.
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DECEMBER
Mrs Draper and Miss Burrows were
impressed with the range and quality
of submissions to our annual Year 7
and 8 Christmas Card Competition.
Here are some of best entries.
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DECEMBER
Spotlight on:

Drama

“Great theatre is about challenging how we
think and encouraging us to fantasise about
a world we aspire to”
William Dafoe

It fills us with enormous pride when pupils
want to devise pieces that push boundaries,
question choices and challenge our views.
Just before we entered the first lockdown, A Level students delighted
at Kneehigh Theatre’s political take on ‘King Ubu’, transforming it into
a satirical singalong whilst driving deeply thought provoking questions
about our own beliefs and through audience participation, proving how
we can be so easily led astray. We left the theatre with such a fire in
our bellies, inspiring us to create work influenced by their passions and
eager to educate audience.
Two weeks later, lockdown hit, theatres closed and Drama ceased.

Drama goes beyond the lesson and
classroom. Our Year 13 students were
devastated not to be able to perform their
final exam pieces as it becomes a very
personal journey but nevertheless, their
achievements did not go unnoticed and we
couldn’t be happier and prouder of them all.
Performing is such a passion and a joy to our
pupils and it has been great that we have had
the opportunity to experience practical work
again in a safe environment this term.
We have been so impressed with the positive
start Year 7 have made to the year. They
have been introduced to new techniques
and skills, partaking in performances along
the way. Their physical theatre work has
been particularly memorable especially in
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DECEMBER
the Darkwood Manor scheme we are currently working on,
creating characters and objects with their bodies whilst
developing a range of atmospheres. Their ability to jump into
the deep end, collaborate with peers they had only just met,
work as a team to create practical work and perform these in
class in a supportive environment has been a joy to see.

“This term in Drama, we have learned
many Drama terms and had loads of fun! I
didn’t do Drama at Primary school or over
exciting activities or practical, fun games.
I have managed, not only to improve
my acting skills, but to understand the
characters I play as well. I love Drama
and I’m glad I have the opportunity to
do it Woldgate.”
Hannah O Connell - Year 7
Some pupils have enjoyed learning about Drama so
much that even through isolating at home, they have
recorded scenes so they don’t miss out on creating
exciting work. One pupil in particular who (with the
help of Teddy as the extra cast member) re created the
scenes we were working on in class and made a mini

www.woldgate.net
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film. We’re glad you’ve had just as much fun making this
work as we’ve enjoyed watching it!
Year 9 GCSE pupils have really hit the ground running
and have already got stuck into the set text for the
exam: Blood Brothers. They have really enjoyed delving
into the context of the play which has sparked fantastic
debates in class and insightful suggestions when
working through decisions in the script. I have been
particularly impressed at their confidence in directing
each other as we working through the play. Pupils
take turns to play different characters and direct the
scenes, linking significant moments to the playwright’s
intentions and understanding what the design elements
convey to the audience. It’s also meant that we have
had to develop new ways of researching history and
recording information as it’s been really useful to make
revision resources along the way so the work we do
now can be built on over the course. This led us into
interesting conversations about what sort of learners
they are and how best to record work that suits their
personal style. It’s great to see pupils take ownership of
their work and their creative flair - when peer marking
books at the start of a lesson, It’s almost a competition
now!

WoldgateSchool

Issue 250 July 2021

Page 14

Issue 250 July 2021

DECEMBER
Amazing
Maths
Work
Dr Lofthouse writes:
I would like to share some work that my Year
13 Further Maths students have done on ‘Polar
Flowers’. The problem is set on the nrich website
and it goes beyond Further Maths in the type of
equation that it presents.
Yasmine Katib, Charlotte Wheatley and Effie Pope
are a delight to teach at this extremely high level
of mathematics and they approached this problem
with the same love of learning that they show
every single lesson. They discussed the problem
and arrived at the rather beautiful solution (both
aesthetically and mathematically).

Millie in Year 7 kept herself
motivated over the lockdown period
by applying for the much-coveted
Blue Peter Badge! It was the creation
of her very own cheesecake recipe
and Blue Peter logo design that won
the judges over. A massive well-done
Millie; you have gone above and
beyond to develop your skills.
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JANUARY
Year 13 Students win Raspberry Pi
computing kits from Isaac Computing
Isaac Computing is a Department for Education
project, part of the National Centre for Computing
Education and created by the University of
Cambridge to help further the study of Computer
Science at A Level.
Recently they launched a student competition based around an online
expertise and knowledge quiz. Six of our Year 13 students pitted their wits
against the questions and we were rewarded with not one but two wins!
Congratulations to Effie and Joshua on winning and we hope you enjoy your
prizes of the latest Raspberry Pi Mini Computer that was only released last
month! These kits have everything required to get your computer set up,
include a comprehensive programming manual and it’s all in a very stylish
white colour!
It’s great when our students get well deserved recognition from outside of
the school, I hope Josh and Effie both feel very proud of their abilities and a
personal well done from myself.

Young Adults in the same bubble

Mr Clark

With these lectures we aim to celebrate a lifelong love of learning and to offer the breadth
and engagement of a truly holistic education. Focusing on the curriculum and beyond, the
topics focus on a particular period in history, author or person who has transformed our
world and influenced others through their work. This live programme complements the
existing programme available online but aims to provide variety to our existing programme
of learning and activities, so children and parents can come together to share and enjoy
learning at key times within the week.

With these lectures we aimed to celebrate a lifelong love of learning and to offer the breadth and
engagement of a truly holistic education. Focusing on the curriculum and beyond, the topics focus
on a particular period in history, author or person who has transformed our world and influenced
others
through
their
work.
This
live
programme
complements the existing programme available
We
are very aware
that given the current
restrictions,
the field
trips and
even family
visits
that we would undertake in normal times are not possible and so a range of guest speakers
online but aims to provide variety to our existing programme of learning and activities, so children
live from various locations such as The Deep also aim to provide a virtual visit or children in
lockdown.
and parents can come together to share and enjoy learning at key times within the week.
Forthcoming lectures, among many others include:
•
•
•

York Archaeological Trust – Warriors and Raiding – Wednesday 27th January
A Live Stream of Michael Morpurgo's Shakespeare Retold: Macbeth from the RSC –
Friday 29th January
The Deep - Jellyfish: marvellous medusozoan – Wednesday 3rd January

Links to each event will be shared with pupils and parents via ClassCharts; each event has a different
link.

If you
have missed a lecture you can still enjoy them on the My
Learning home page.
www.woldgate.net
@Woldgate
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Mrs McMurdo wanted to
highlight some English
work completed by Kyle
Davis in Year 11. Kyle has
made significant progress
this year and his anecdote is
so effective, it is worthy of
recognition.

Swimming in the sea is
dangerous….
Picture the scene: I was swimming along nicely, enjoying the
water, then suddenly I wasn’t. The rush of the of the cold dark
waves crashing against my face, the saltwater stinging my eyes;
the riptide pulling me out to sea, it’s like a force that you can’t
see or fight against, it’s like an invisible rope pulling me out
further.
I am trying so hard to fight against it, it’s tiring, so tiring. I
am fighting a losing battle. The sea has me in its grip and not
letting go anytime soon. The deep blue sea is getting colder
the further I am dragged out. I am out of my depth, the sandy
shore… I can just see it in the distance. I am now filled with
fear: will I ever get myself back to dry land? Who would have
thought that swimming in the sea is dangerous? I didn’t but I do
now!

Here is a superb picture
from Karolina Stonciute
in Year 13, sent in to Mrs
Draper as part of her A
level Art work.
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sunset and makes it “pop”.

Issue coming
250 Julytowards
2021
In the picture with the car’s headlights
the
a cool reflection at the top which is from the reflection of th
the camera. In the bulrush picture I think with the blurred b
makes it look interesting and sharper as there are only tw
on. As the background would have been busy and distrac
withexcellent
the white andwork
red stripes
through it took a few
selectionpicture
of the
completed
took a picture of the side of a car driving by to get that effe
during the
home learning period by our
reflections and blurred backgrounds are particularly impor
talented
give an
interesting pupils.
look to the picture as there is more to e

FEBRUARY

A

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 250 July 2021

Page 18

Issue 250 July 2021

FEBRUARY

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 250 July 2021

Page 19

Issue 250 July 2021

FEBRUARY
October 16th 1066

The Norman News

Issue 1066

WILLIAM CONQUERS ENGLAND!
THE BATTLE OF
HASTINGS IS WON!
News from the battlefield!

F

inally, after months of waiting, preparing
and traveling our great leader, William of
Normandy has won the crown of England!
‘It was a harsh battle, blood and body parts were
everywhere, in the sky, on the floor, everywhere!’
a soldier told us when they all returned home. So
many lives were lost in honour of our great leader
William.
‘The horses were so weak as they galloped up
the hill, I wanted to retreat but I knew I couldn’t’
was the reply we got from one of the surviving
cavalries.
Whilst many are happy and congratulating
everyone they see, many are grieving for a loss
in battle. William himself made a speech to
Normandy saying ‘Today was a great day, we
conquered England and won the battle. I know
many will be grieving a loss but remember - they
died a hero, everyone who fought is and always
will be a hero.’

This shows William removing his helmet to prove to his men he is
alive and they will win the battle.

Here is a photo of the battle of Hastings 1066.

AN INTERVIEW WITH A SOLDIER
Interview by Rodger.

W

e are lucky enough to have an
interview with a soldier straight
from the battlefield, Bernard

Raymond.
When you heard the news that you had to
go and fight in England what was your first
reaction and thoughts? Honestly, I was terrified!
I had no idea about how awful the battle was
going to be, but the hardest part was leaving
my wife, Cecily and two children, Lacy (5) and
Roland (3). I couldn’t bear the thought of not
seeing them again!
When the battle started which role did you
play? I was part of the archers, and I enjoyed
that as I could play my part but not get to close
to the on foot battle.
What happened during the battle? So much!
It was quite incredible to think that I was a part
of it now! Me and the other archers attacked
first, causing rising panic as we now knew
that the battle had started. During the battle
rumour spread that William had been killed
and we started to back off a bit, thinking our
leader was dead. But, William then removed
his helmet and rode alongside us shouting ‘I am
not dead and with Gods help we shall Win!’,

and then we continued fighting.
How did you defeat the English army? We
had to break the wall and to do that we used
an old Norman fighting technique where the
cavalry faked a retreat causing Harold and his
men to thing they had won but then they would
quickly wrap round the English and attack. By
breaking the wall of defence from then on it
was an easy battle to win.
What was your reaction when you found
out you had won? I was so excited because
it meant I could finally get home and see my
family and tell them the news and we would be
able to own our own patch of land in England
as that is what William promised everyone who
participated - and William NEVER goes back
on a promise.
What was the first thing you did when
you arrived back in Normandy? After
congratulating everyone on the boat ride home
as soon as I stepped of the boat I ran to my
house and went inside and saw my family. Lacy
and Roland were so happy to see me as I had
been gone for months and Cecily had prepared
an enormous feast for us to enjoy and celebrate
the conquer of England.

Imogen Kendall
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Lily Gibbens
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Katie Thompson
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Dreams of flying high:
Bradley in Year 10
aspires to become a
pilot.
During current times, my free time
has significantly increased, and
I am an aviation enthusiast. This
means that flight simulation has
taken up most of that time. This
involves highly realistic procedures
and other factors like air traffic
control, are brought to life.
Ever since I was 7, I have known
that I wanted a career in aviation,
and my dream is to be a pilot at a
major airline. To start the process, I
will soon be starting flight lessons
so that I have some practical
knowledge before taking my other
courses when I turn 18.
This period has increased my love
for aviation, and it has given me
time to read through manuals
to make my simulations more
realistic. Furthermore, it has given
me more time in the simulator, to
get more practice and knowledge
of how everything works. I look
forward to actually starting my
flight lessons so that the important
things, like communication with air
traffic control can become more
realistic, as you can never get
that real feeling of flight from a
simulator!
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Operation Read
For World Book Day, Woldgate staff read ‘Treasure Island’ so
our pupils could hear this classic adventure brought to life.
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A few years ago, I had the privilege of hearing Doreen Lawrence speak passionately about the
need for inclusion in all sectors of society, but especially those who are disadvantaged or from
BAME communities. After the murder of her teenage son Stephen in 1993, Doreen Lawrence
campaigned for reform of the police service, pushing for an investigation that would eventually
change the UK justice system.
The report made 70 recommendations as to how not just the police but the judiciary, the civil
service and the NHS should change in terms of race relations, and within two years, 67 of them had
come into force
Lawrence has continued to campaign for justice for victims of racially motivated crime. She founded
the Stephen Lawrence Charitable Trust, which supports young people from disadvantaged backgrounds in overcoming
discrimination to achieve their professional goals. She was awarded an OBE for services to community relations in 2003 and
was made a Life Peer in 2013, making her Baroness Lawrence.
The theme of this year’s International Women’s Day is Choose to Challenge. We can all choose to challenge and help
to prevent gender bias and inequality. It is vital that we encourage our pupils to seek out and celebrate everyone’s
achievements, regardless of gender and collectively, we can all help create an inclusive world.
Mrs S Geary
Head of Inclusion
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Michael Artemiou wrote this evocative piece about the British seaside.

From the top of the cliff I could see the vast calm blue ocean, gentle waves rolling in
like an avalanche of snow down a mountain. Before they hit the beach they foamed up
like the top of a newly poured fizzy drink. The water glistened as the hot sun reflected
off it. The beach was packed full of visitors; parents with children of all ages, elderly
couples relaxing in the sun and people walking their dogs. I can hear seagulls screeching
as they soar through the sky looking for their next meal, probably someone’s fish and
chips! As a gust of wind hits my face I can smell the salty, fishy sea air.
The ocean went on for miles, as far as my eyes could see; it was like a never ending
desert. I could see and hear the waves crashing against rocks on the shoreline beneath
me and the winds howling like wolves, which echoed across this empty blue vastness.
The crusty brown damp seaweed which lay on the edge of the beach dragged from
its magical home underneath the waves had been washed up on this dry sandy beach
far from its starting point. The children running in the shallow water splashing with
excitement as their parents relax under an umbrella. The bright blue sky, free of clouds
but dotted with specks; seagulls floating on the wind. The sea was like a best friend
to the sky, both blue and both loved by people. Together they brought happiness and
fun, especially when their third friend was a large sandy beach!
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We are always delighted to receive news of the successes of our past pupils and
students and in March we congratulated Elise Purdy.

Congratulations
Elise
Elise Purdy, from a very young age, always wanted
to be a vet. She spent much of her spare time during
her secondary school years gaining work experience
with animals in a wide variety of settings including:
sheep farms, dairy farms, kennels and catteries.
Elise spent many years volunteering for New
Beginnings, a local racehorse rehabilitation
charity, working with the horses, attending events
and helping them raise money. Gaining all this
experience was essential when she came to apply to
study veterinary medicine.

Veterinary medicine is very competitive with only a small number of universities offering the programme and demand for the
courses is high. Entering veterinary medicine requires students to gain very good grades in both GCSEs and A levels. With the
support of teachers at Woldgate and in particular the science department, she achieved the grades required.
Elise left Woldgate in the summer of 2015 and secured a place at Edinburgh which was her first choice university. After five
years of demanding studies Elise graduated in 2020 as a veterinary surgeon. She graduated winning the William Dick prize
awarded to the overall highest achieving student. During this time she returned to the sixth form at Woldgate, on the first
occasion, by invitation to talk to students about careers in veterinary medicine and allied fields; on the second occasion, to
talk to students about studying at Edinburgh University. More recently Elise was contacted by Mrs Lawson to support a sixth
form student applying to study veterinary medicine.
Elise is now working as a vet in a busy and demanding role at a large animal hospital in York. Elise’s younger brother Thomas
attends Woldgate School; he is in Year 9 and is hoping to pursue a very different career, as a commercial pilot.
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APRIL
Year 7 Book Reviews
Ms Minton wanted to share some superb book reviews
completed by Alice Langrick, Barnaby Jarry,
Lydia Pickering and Hadyn Shirley.
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MAY

Reuben’s Flying High

Reuben W in Year 13 earns his wings.
Reuben has completed eight exams and around thirty five hours of flying. He is now licensed to fly himself anywhere. To be
able to fly others he has to pass a further two practical assessments and another theory exam. Congratulations from all of us
Reuben on a superb achievement.
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Thank You Year 11!
You have been amazing!
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Goodbye
Year 13

We will miss you!

Group photos taken Pre-Covid
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Bravo Harriet!
Harriet Oldroyd in Year 7 created this amazing piece of art inspired by the work of the artist, Peter Clark.

Huge congratulations to Thomas B, the
Junior British StoxKarts Champion, who
won the Scottish Championship last
Saturday whilst racing at Cowdenbeath
Racewall! We wish Thomas all the best for
the upcoming British Championships this
weekend where he will be defending his
British title!
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Well done Rebecca R in Year 12
and Marie G in Year 11
Two members of our Woldgate community have received praise from Janet Edwards, the manager at Pocklington Barnardo’s
for their help and contribution to the success of the charity shop.

Janet writes:
Rebecca is pictured next to the volunteer
window she has designed. I wanted to recognise
what she has achieved since last year when she
first came into the shop. Having understood and
followed quite lengthy training and induction
she has become a valued member of our team.
Rebecca picked everything up so quickly and
then moved on to being on the shop floor and
serving on the till.
I am incredibly proud off her and feel she
deserves a massive pat on the back. She is a
credit to herself and deserves some recognition.
Another person who needs recognition is Marie
Gowthorpe. She has been a volunteer with us
for over two years and is truly phenomenal,
hardworking, proactive and diligent.
Marie volunteers with us during the holidays
as well as her normal day on a Friday. Nothing
is too much trouble, and she turns her hand to
anything I ask her to do.
She has recently started serving at the till
and has proved again to be an asset, serving
customers and cash handling. She is again, a
credit to herself and her family; a pleasure to
have around and one of the most mature people
I have had at the shop.
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Year 7
Art
Some more wonderful
examples of work inspired by
the artists: J Vincent Scarpace,
Aleah Koury and Mike Salven
Mason De-Martine

Amelie Kilner
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Woldgate Hot
Shots Hit the
Mark
On Sunday the Young Shots
annual competition was held
at Derwent Valley Gun Club.
Amazingly, all the winners
were either current or former
pupils of Woldgate School!
They shot “25 Bird Sporting”
and the scores were as
follows:

Seniors

Juniors

1st Matty S 22/25

1st Max M 15/25

2nd Ross T 21/25

2nd Harvey B 14/25

3rd Harvey S 20/25

3rd Harry W 13/25

Well done everyone!

Spotlight on Art
Miss Burrows shared this excellent work from
her Year 8 pupils as they pay tribute to famous
artists, Lichtenstein and Warhol.

Harriet Shaw

Evie Dobson
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Mysti-Rae Harland

Eve Donarski

Martin Hines
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character
and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are
recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these
core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life,
and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

298,572

CHARACTER

29,501

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

VALUE

17,910

76,495

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to
each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

77,709

75,238
80,070

85,232
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards for the year
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards for the year
are:

Year 7:		

Matilda Peacock

Year 7:		

Bruce Stephenson

Year 8:		

Joshua Berger

Year 8:		

Leah Coleman

Year 9:		

Ellen Farmery

Year 9:		

Chloe Massey

Year 10:

Bradley Towse

Year 10:

Paige Morris

Year 12:

Flo Fitzpatrick

Year 12:

Luke Watson

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards for the
year are:
Year 7:		

Rupert Sawyer

Year 8:		

Samuel Kelly

Year 9:		

Callum Glover

Year 10:

Francesca Legge

Year 12:

James Cousins
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Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look at
your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of these
values in everything they do.
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Advice and Support for Students, Pupils and Parents
During the holidays, it is very important you and your child have access to advice and support. We have
therefore summarized the following useful information and contact numbers for you, and please do contact us
if you require any support.

Take care of yourself
It’s really important right now to take care of your own physical and mental health. Children are very perceptive,
and they react to what they sense from the adults around them.
Here are some things you can do to help keep yourself healthy:
•

Connect with others – maintain relationships with people you care about through phone and video calls

•

Exercise – take some time every day to move. You could go for a walk or run. You’ll also find lots of fitness
videos online for everything from yoga to dance. Find something you enjoy and that makes you feel good

•

Eat healthy meals – try to keep a well-balanced diet and drink enough water

•

Get some sleep – being anxious or worried can have a big impact on your sleep. If you’re struggling to get a
good night’s sleep, try to develop a calming bedtime routine – for example, do 10 minutes of yoga or listen
to calming music. There are also apps you can download that provide guided meditation to help you get to
sleep more quickly

•

Turn off the news – it’s important to keep up to date, but the 24-hour news cycle can make you more
anxious. Limit your exposure to the news to only a small amount of time, just enough to know what the
latest government guidance is

•

Do things you enjoy – now that we’re all spending more time at home, we can finally take up that hobby
we’ve always meant to learn. Try baking or gardening or learning to knit. These are also great activities we
can share with our children

•

Set goals – it’s easy to lose track of the days in our current situation, so it can be helpful to set daily and
weekly goals to give us a sense of control and purpose. Examples might be setting a goal of walking for half
an hour at least 3 times this week or reading a new book

•

Connect with the outdoors – depending on where you live, it may not be possible to spend time outside. If
you don’t have a garden or terrace, you can still open a window to let some fresh air and sunlight in. Put a
comfortable chair by the window so you can look outside and get some air as you read a book

•

Talk to someone – during this difficult time, sharing with family and friends how you’re feeling and what
you’re doing to cope can be helpful for both you and them. There are also helplines you can call for support
– we’ve included a list at the end of this guidance.

How to talk to your child about what is happening
No matter how calmly you manage the current environment, children are likely to be anxious, so it’s important to
talk to them about what’s happening.
For younger children
Children pick up bits of information from their friends, from the news and from listening to adults talking around
them – but they can misunderstand what they’re hearing.
•

Deal with the news head-on and talk about it openly and calmly, giving them the facts

o Give them age-appropriate information – take a look at:
▪

BBC Newsround hub – regularly updated with information and advice

▪

#covibook – for under 7s

▪

Children’s guide to coronavirus – a download from the Children’s Commissioner to help
explain the situation to children

o

Teach them how to know if information they find on the internet is reliable. Explain how some
stories on social media may be based on rumours or inaccurate information

o

Encourage them to take breaks from listening to or reading the news – overexposure isn't helpful
1
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Encourage questions

o This will give them the confidence to reach out, if they have anything to ask

•

•

o

Be reassuring but honest when answering questions – it's ok if you don't have all the answers

o

Be ready to answer the same question over and over – children tend to repeat themselves when
they're feeling uncertain or worried, so you might have to answer the same questions more than
once as they seek extra reassurance

Be a role model
o

Recognise and manage your own worries first

o

Be open about your own feelings and let them know it’s normal to be concerned – for example, let
them know you’re also finding the news a bit worrying and what you’re doing to stay calm

Explain how our body's immune system protects us

o It's constantly working against germs without us knowing. We can't and don't need to control this
process

•

o

Explain that we're taking precautions against this particular germ because it's a new one which our
bodies haven't come across before

o

Remind them how important it is that they eat healthy food, sleep and exercise, as this helps to fight
germs

o

If it helps, reassure them that the effects of this virus on healthy young people are very mild

Keep doing your bit to help children reduce the spread of germs
o

Remind them to maintain good hygiene like bathing daily and wearing fresh clothes

o

Encourage them to sing 'happy birthday' twice when they're washing their hands

For older children
Older children will have the same anxieties about their own health and that of their family and friends as younger
children. But they’re also likely to feel socially isolated, and worried about the result of school closures on their
education and what life will be like after the pandemic is over.
In addition to the steps above:
•

Reassure them that when more guidance comes from the school about how grades will be awarded, you’ll
share this with them as soon as you have it – you could also check that they understand the information
you’ve received so far, in case there are any points of confusion or worry that the school could help to
clarify.

•

Encourage them to maintain social ties – relationships are especially important for older children, so give
them room to keep in touch with their friends

•

Equip them with accurate information – for example:

•

o

Mythbusters from the World Health Organization

o

Data visualisation pack from Information is Beautiful (regularly updated)

Share tools to help them manage anxiety
o

YoungMinds: practical steps to take if you're anxious about coronavirus

o

Mind: how to take care of your wellbeing when staying home

If your child struggles with higher levels of anxiety
Some children are naturally more anxious, such as those with existing phobias or obsessive-compulsive disorders.
The current situation can make those anxieties worse.

•

Get them to do activities such as counting, ordering and sorting tasks which can help them calm down

•

Encourage them to use relaxation techniques such as controlled breathing

•

Look out for obsessive or compulsive behaviours and try to get ahead of them early by challenging
unhelpful thoughts and assumptions

2
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If you’re worried about your child’s anxiety, YoungMinds is a charity dedicated to children’s mental health.
They’ve opened a parents’ helpline for confidential, expert advice. You can reach them at 0808 802 5544

Helplines and websites for children and young people
If your child would like to speak with someone confidentially, there are helplines and websites specifically for
them.
ORGANISATION

CONTACT INFORMATION

Shout
Free, confidential support via text, available
24/7

Text SHOUT to 85258 in the UK to text with a trained crisis
volunteer who’ll provide active listening and collaborative
problem-solving

The Mix

• Call 0808 808 4994 for free (11am to 11pm daily)

Free confidential telephone helpline and
online service that aims to find young
people the best help, whatever the
problem

• Access the online community
• Email The Mix

ChildLine

• Call 0800 1111 any time for free

Confidential telephone counselling service
for any child with a problem

• Have an online chat with a counsellor (9am to midnight
daily)
• Check out the message boards

Where to turn to for help
It’s okay to not be okay. We all need someone to talk to sometimes. If you feel overwhelmed, at risk of abuse or
experiencing financial need, there are people you can call on for support:

Mental health
ORGANISATION

CONTACT INFORMATION

Mental Health Foundation

Website: www.mentalhealth.org.uk

Provides information and support for anyone
with mental health problems or learning
disabilities
Mind

Phone: 0300 123 3393 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 6pm)

A mental health charity

Website: www.mind.org.uk

PAPYRUS

Phone: 0800 068 4141 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 10pm, and
2pm to 10pm on weekends and bank holidays)

Youth suicide prevention society

Website: www.papyrus-uk.org
Samaritans

Phone: 116 123 (free 24-hour helpline)

Confidential support for people experiencing
feelings of distress or despair

Website: www.samaritans.org.uk

SANE

Website: www.sane.org.uk/support

Emotional support, information and guidance
for people affected by mental illness, their
families and carers

3
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ORGANISATION

CONTACT INFORMATION

YoungMinds

Phone: Parents' helpline 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday,
9.30am to 4pm)

A charity dedicated to children’s mental health

Website: www.youngminds.org.uk
Cruse Bereavement Care

Phone: 0808 808 1677 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 5pm)

Support for grief and bereavement

Website: www.cruse.org.uk

Other Support Agencies
ORGANISATION

CONTACT INFORMATION

East Riding Safeguarding Hub (if you have a
concern about your child or another child).
Note: If you have a serious, urgent concern
please contact the police on 999.

Phone: 01482 395500

NSPCC

Phone: 0808 800 5000 for adults concerned about a child (24hour helpline)

Child protection charity

Out of Hours: 01482 393939
Email: childrens.socialcare@eastriding.gov.uk

0800 1111 for children (ChildLine’s 24-hour helpline)
Website: www.nspcc.org.uk
Refuge

Phone: 0808 2000 247 (24-hour helpline)

Advice on dealing with domestic violence

Website: www.refuge.org.uk

4
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The internet – an inspiring and positive place
The internet is an amazing resource which enables children and young people to connect, communicate and be creative in a
number of different ways, on a range of devices. However, the internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date
with your children’s use of technology can be a challenge. You may sometimes feel that your child has better technical skills than
you do, however children and young people still need advice and protection when it comes to managing their lives online. Issues
that your child may encounter on the internet will vary depending on their age and online activities. We have grouped potential
online risks into these 4 categories.

Conduct:

Children need to be aware of the impact that their online activity can have on both themselves and other people, and the digital footprint
that they create on the internet. It’s easy to feel anonymous online and it’s important that children are aware of who is able to view, and
potentially share, the information that they may have posted. When using the internet, it’s important to keep personal information safe
and not share it with strangers. Encourage your child to be respectful and responsible when communicating with others online, and to consider
how what they share may reflect on them. Discuss with your child the importance of reporting inappropriate conversations, messages, images
and behaviours and how this can be done.

Content:
Some online content is not suitable for children and may be hurtful or harmful. This is true for content accessed and viewed via social
networks, online games, blogs and websites. It’s important for children to consider the reliability of online material and be aware that it
might not be true or written with a bias. Children may need your help as they begin to assess content in this way. There can be legal
consequences for using or downloading copyrighted content, without seeking the author’s permission.

Contact:

It is important for children to realise that new friends made online may not be who they say they are and that once a friend is added to an
online account, you may be sharing your personal information with them. Regularly reviewing friends lists and removing unwanted
contacts is a useful step. Privacy settings online may also allow you to customise the information that each friend is able to access. If you have
concerns that your child is, or has been, the subject of inappropriate sexual contact or approach by another person, it’s vital that you report it to
the police via the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (w
www.ceop.police.uk). If your child is bullied online, this can also be reported
online and offline. Reinforce with your child the importance of telling a trusted adult straight away if someone is bullying them or making them feel
uncomfortable, or if one of their friends is being bullied online.

Commercialism:
Young people’s privacy and enjoyment online can sometimes be affected by advertising and marketing schemes, which can also mean
inadvertently spending money online, for example within apps. Encourage your child to keep their personal information private, learn how
to block both pop ups and spam emails, turn off in-app purchasing on devices where possible, and use a family email address when filling in
online forms. Make your child aware of scams that may seek to gain access to their accounts, and advise them to be wary in following links or
opening attachments in emails that appear to be from organisations such as banks and service providers.

There are real advantages in maintaining an open dialogue with your child about their internet use.
Not sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help.
Ask your
children to tell you
about the sites
they like to visit and
what they enjoy
doing online.

Ask them about
how they stay safe
online. What tips
do they have for
you, and where did
they learn them?
What is OK and
not OK to share?

Ask them if they
know where to go
for help, where to
find the safety
advice, privacy
settings and how
to report or block
on the services
they use.

Encourage them
to help someone!
Perhaps they can
show you how to do
something better
online or they might
have a friend who
would benefit from
their help and
support.

Think about
how you each use
the internet. What
more could you do
to use the internet
together? Are there
activities that you
could enjoy as a
family?

Find out more ways of starting a conversation about online safety at www.childnet.com/have-a-conversation
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What can I do right now?
Maintain an open dialogue with your child and encourage them to talk to you about their internet use: for example
who they’re talking to, services they’re using, and any issues they may be experiencing.
Create a family agreement to establish your children’s boundaries, and your expectations, when on the internet. A
template agreement can be found at www.childnet.com/have-a-conversation
Give your child strategies to deal with any online content that they are not comfortable with – such as turning off
the screen, telling an adult they trust and using online reporting facilities.
Consider using filtering software to block unwanted content. In addition to filtering, remember that discussion with
your child, and involvement in their internet use, are both effective ways to educate them about the internet.
Encourage your child to ‘think before you post.’ Online actions can impact not only yourself but the lives of others.
Content posted privately online can be publicly shared by others, and may remain online forever.
Understand the law. Some online behaviour may break the law, for example when downloading or sharing content
with others. Be able to recommend legal services.
Familiarise yourself with the privacy settings and reporting features available on popular sites, services and apps.
If your child is being bullied online, save all available evidence and know where to report the incident, for example
to the school, service provider, or the police if the law has been broken.
Familiarise yourself with the age ratings for games and apps which can help to indicate the level and suitability of
the content. Also see if online reviews are available from other parents as these may be helpful.
Set up a family email address that your children can use when signing up to new games and websites online.
Encourage your child to use nicknames (where possible) instead of their full name online, to protect their personal
information, and create strong passwords for every account.

Sign up to our Childnet newsletter at www.childnet.com.
Help make sure that your children know how to stay safe online, by using our SMART Rules for primary aged children, or 6 Tips
for Teens.

SMART Rules for primary aged children:

6 Tips for Teens:

Safe: Keep your personal information safe. When chatting or
posting online don’t give away things like your full name,
password or home address. Remember personal information can
be seen in images and videos you share too.

Meet: Do not meet up with someone you only know online,
even a friend of a friend, as they are still a stranger. If
someone you only know online ever asks you to meet up, for
personal information or for photos/ videos of you then tell an adult
straight away and report them together on www.thinkuknow.co.uk
Accepting: Think carefully before you click on or open
something online (e.g. links, adverts, friend requests, photos)
and do not accept something if you are unsure who the person is
or what they’ve sent you.

Protect your online reputation: use the tools provided by
online services to manage your digital footprints and
‘think before you post.’ Content posted online can last
forever and could be shared publicly by anyone.
Know where to find help: understand how to report to
service providers and use blocking and deleting tools. If
something happens that upsets you online, it’s never too late
to tell someone.
Don’t give in to pressure: if you lose your inhibitions
you’ve lost control; once you’ve pressed send you
can’t take it back.
Respect the law: use reliable services and know how to
legally access the music, film and TV you want.

Reliable: You cannot trust everything you see online as some
things can be out of date, inaccurate or not entirely true.
Always compare 3 websites, check in books and talk to someone
about what you find online.

Acknowledge your sources: use trustworthy content
and remember to give credit when using other people’s
work/ ideas.

Tell: Tell a trusted adult if something or someone ever makes
you feel upset, worried or confused. You could talk to a
teacher, parent, carer or a helpline like Childline 0800 11 11.

Be a critical thinker: not everything or everyone is
trustworthy; think carefully about what you see and experience on sites, social media and apps.

Heart: Remember to always be smart with a heart by being
kind and respectful to others online. Make the internet a
better place by helping your friends if they are worried or upset by
anything that happens online.

Further advice and resources: www.childnet.com
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