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New Beginnings!
A very warm welcome to our Pupils and Students.
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Impressive Designs
Mrs Wilson writes:
The end of the last academic year was a really strong finish in Technology by the
Year 7 and Year 8 pupils in my bubble. Pupils showed great character in their
strength and determination to finish their end of topic assessments and practical
work.
You may remember earlier this year, pupils created excellent design products of LED Torches and Toys in a Tin which were a
HUGE success! Pupils in Year 7 enjoyed building on the skills they learnt here to complete the third and final project of the
year: the design and manufacture of their very own boardgame!
There were lots of creative designs in the boardgame projects, but two in particular really stood out. The first was an ‘Escape
the School’ idea and showcased excellent craftsmanship and resourcefulness, despite the restraints due to the pandemic. It
even included a clever folding and hinging mechanism! Well done Emilia.

A second boardgame that really impressed, is this game
inspired by the computer game ‘The SIMS’. The depth and
detail given to the parts and pieces manufactured in this
SIMS Sports Boardgame were to a GCSE standard! Being
delighted by this product was an understatement! Well
done to Libby for this super design; the tri-folding board
was an excellent development. Very well done!
Pupils in Year 8 were also working on their third and
final project, which was to design the inside of a teenage
bedroom, complete with scaled furniture and people. You
may also remember earlier this year that pupils’ other
projects were their clocks and desk lamps and resulted in
some outstanding pieces.
Cont. Over
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In this interior design project, pupils had
to choose the work of a famous designer
as their inspiration source and replicate
or adapt the style of their chosen ‘muse’.
The children produced a vast array of
Art Deco, De Stijl, Pop Art and Bauhaus
themed interior. One room even had an
en-suite, complete with a shower that
worked!

Very well done to all
pupils for their continued
effort and determination
to succeed. I too, like all
of the pupils, am thrilled
to be back in my workshop
and getting all of my
classes busy with their
new projects. Watch this
space for more impressive
outcomes!
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Executive
Headteacher’s Welcome

I do hope you have found some time over the summer period to spend with children
and family. I have found myself navigating a rather long rope bridge with my three
children, climbing through tunnels and descending down some rather large slides backwards! The joy of having children - all of those childhood experiences revisited
and re-seen through the eyes of a child is wonderful, if slightly wearing on the
knees and the old back. It is, though, the joy and privilege of teaching and it is truly
fabulous to be back in school with all of our children.
A new academic year starts and what an absolute joy to welcome our children back to school for the beginning of a new
term. It is a privilege to welcome our Year 7 pupils to school, and a privilege to see our new Year 8 pupils, no longer restricted
to one building in their ‘bubble’, enjoying their first real opportunity to navigate around the school. It has brought genuine
delight to see them using our specialist facilities, including our laboratories.
Sixth Form were welcomed back into their new Centre, and they are clearly loving the new facilities equipped with new
computers and a small coffee shop. We have seen a huge rise in applications for places post-16 and it was a great pleasure to
see our ex-Year 11 returning to our Sixth Form, about to embark on their studies.
Our school buildings have also adopted the names of our school houses, so children will see the House names around school
every-day, reminding them not only of our beautiful Wolds (as the Houses are names after the individual dales) but also
reminding them of the exciting House enrichment days that await them. These eagerly anticipated days bring opportunities
to work again with other children from across the whole school, on enterprise, performance, and sport, to name but a few.
Cont. Over
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Key Dates
Autumn Term 2021
Wednesday 8 September Friday 22 October
Monday 1 November Friday 17 December

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January Thursday 17 February
Monday 28 February Friday 8 April

Summer Term 2022
Monday 25 April Friday 27 May
Bank Holiday Monday 2 May
Monday 6 June Friday 22 July
We will, within the next few weeks, be preparing our enrichment offer for
our children - a suite of clubs and activities that will run after school every
Wednesday from 3pm until 4pm. Once these are published in the Newsletter,
you will be able to discuss the different options with your child and book a place
online. The majority will be free of charge, with some activities provided by our
external partners carrying a minimal fee. Our intent is to enrich our children’s
experience of school through a wide range of opportunities beyond our formal
curriculum.

Staff Training Days
Thursday 14 October 2021
Friday 18 February 2022
Monday 25 July 2022

It’s an exciting academic year ahead and we’ve had a great start, so thank you to
our fabulous parents for your kind words and support. I am hopeful the weeks
ahead will see our community coming back together and our school full of
excitement, learning and opportunities, for each and every child.
Do have a great weekend.
Mr J Britton
Executive Headteacher
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Mr Davies writes:
Congratulations to our classes of 2021
We begin this first newsletter of the year with the warmest congratulations to our
classes of 2021 who collected their exam results over the summer. For our Sixth
Form students we once again saw excellent outcomes consistent with the best
schools nationally. As we have seen in previous years, half of all grades achieved
were an A or A* or equivalent and we were delighted to see our children moving
on to destinations such as apprenticeships as well as university places in medicine,
accountancy, and law.
At GCSE it was a pleasure to see children so thrilled and proud of their hard work - the summation of great acts of merit,
character, and value in their time at Woldgate School. Please do join us in celebrating that once again we saw a further
increase in the number of pupils achieving the highest grades.
Congratulations go to all our learners for their resilience, hard work, and character during a particularly challenging time.
Regardless of their starting points and their intended destinations, we were pleased to see so many pupils and students
doing their very best over the last year and taking pride in their achievements. To children starting their examination courses
this year, we would encourage them to follow this example by striving to cultivate a lifelong love of learning.
As you will be aware, we have kept some aspects of the school day from the previous year. Whilst school will finish at 3pm
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays we will be providing an extended tutor
time session. This period will contain a weekly session that explores our STARS curriculum which consists of
Cont. Over
citizenship (exploring democracy, law, and the diverse society around us), health (including mental and physical
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wellbeing), careers and aspirations, and opportunities
to explore and understand the values and shared
beliefs that bind us all.
We are also pleased to be offering intervention
sessions for our children weekly to accelerate
progress. At Lower School this will focus on reading
with small group sessions running each morning for
those who need it, and a class reader activity in place
to enhance the skills of smaller class groups. For Upper
School, subject specialists will offer bespoke tutorials
for children linked to their specific areas of focus and
develop their study skills. We believe that this offers a
wonderful opportunity for children to receive tailored
provision where they need it - to strengthen their
understanding, build their confidence, and help them
to achieve their full potential.

Of great merit,
character and value

Notice
Please can we make you
aware that the school
photographer will be
visiting school on Tuesday
21st September.

Best wishes,
Mr G Davies
Head of Curriculum and Assessment
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Mrs Perry writes:
Attendance Matters
It has been my great privilege to join the
Woldgate team this September as Head of Inclusion. My
name is Mrs Perry and, previously, I worked in a large
secondary school in Hull for over 18 years and during that
time enjoyed working as Head of Sixth Form,and Head of
Year. I am a teacher of Religious Education and love to teach
pupils of all ages.

I have been struck
by the positive and
proud learning
atmosphere that I
have encountered.
Pupils value the
fantastic opportunities
Woldgate School
provides.

Having enjoyed spending time this week meeting various pupils, I have been struck by
the positive and proud learning atmosphere that I have encountered. Pupils value the
fantastic opportunities Woldgate School provides. They work hard and are respectful to
their peers, to their teachers and to their surroundings. Over the coming weeks and months, I am looking forward to getting
to know many more parents, pupils, and colleagues, and to working together to ensure our children grow to be the very best
versions of themselves that they can be, excelling in great acts of merit, character and value.
The last two years have been challenging and I’m sure many of us will have found different aspects of this period difficult;
not least of all in trying to provide continuity of education for our children during a pandemic. As we look forward to our new
academic year, it is more important than ever to ensure that children attend school and strive to achieve 100% attendance.
Being present at school each and every day is key to helping pupils recover missed time in the classroom in front of their
teacher. There is no factor more closely linked to educational outcomes than attendance; I look forward to working closely
with you to ensure the very best possible outcomes for our GCSE pupils. Remember - one missed lesson may equate to a
missed GCSE grade!
Put simply, attendance matters!
Mrs J Perry
Head of Inclusion

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 251 September 2021

Page 8

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 251 September 2021

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Please read the following information carefully as a polite
reminder regarding attendance at Woldgate School.
COVID-19
Students and pupils MUST NOT come into school if they show any of the following COVID-19 symptoms:
•
•
•

A high temperature
A new continuous cough
A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste

If students orpupils are showing any of the above symptoms they must arrange a PCR test via the Government website (www.
gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test).
If a student or pupil has come into close contact with someone who has tested positive they no longer need to self-isolate
for 10 days, instead they will need to arrange a PCR test and continue to attend school. If the result returned is positive, only
then will self-isolation be required.
Attendance policy reminders
Woldgate School will be returning to their normal attendance policy and we remind parents that attendance to school is
mandatory and every effort should be made for pupils to attend all lessons.
Our attendance policy in full can be found on our website, please remind yourself of the following headlines:
•
•
•
•
•

All pupils are expected to attend school attaining at least 97% attendance throughout the school year.
If a pupil is too ill to attend then a phone call must be made to inform the School before 8am - 01759 302395.
A phone call is required daily to report any absence, including ongoing illnesses.
If no contact has been made with the School our Attendance Officer and/or a Care and Achievement Coordinator will be
in touch.
A Care and Achievement Coordinator and/or the Attendance Officer may be in touch after your phone call to gather
more information regarding a pupil’s illness for recording purposes and to ensure we can effectively support a return to
learning.

When assessing whether your child is fit to attend school please consider the following questions:
•

•
•

Is my child well enough to do the activities of the school day? - The Care and Achievement Coordinators can always check
up on a pupil throughout the day and send them home if they continue to feel unwell. Please remember that School
policy means that pupils should never use their phones during the school day, therefore, please do not text your child
during the day to check on their wellbeing; instead we welcome you to contact the Care and Achievement Coordinator
who will be happy to check your child and report back to you.
Does my child have a condition that could be passed on to other children or school staff?
Would I (Parent/Carer) take a day off if I was in the same condition as the pupil? - We want out pupils to understand that
attendance is a key factor in all jobs/careers
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Safeguarding at
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:
At Woldgate School, the wellbeing and safety of our children is our
priority. As such, we work tirelessly to foster a culture that encourages
our children to speak openly and honestly about their feelings and about any worries
they may have. In the current climate, nurturing a supportive environment in which
our children know that their voices are valued and that they are listened carefully to,
has arguably never been so pertinent.
We are proud that every year group at Woldgate School has a dedicated Care and Achievement Coordinator who is there
to support and to listen to all the pupils in their year group. Pupils can discuss any concerns or worries they may have about
school or about life outside of school with them. However, children can also talk to any member of staff, who will make sure
they get the appropriate support and advise they need.
Our Care and Achievement Coordinators and their contact numbers are listed below:
Year 7 - Mrs Samantha Clark - 07790 987139
Year 8 - Mrs Amanda Carlill - 07980 702715
Year 9 - Miss Gemma Parkin - 07790 987137
Year 10 - Mr Mark Elwers - 07790 987131
Year 11 - Mrs Helen Cross - 07790 987142
Year 12 and 13 - Mrs Ruth Bourne - 07790 987009
Mr L Sloman
Head of Care and Achievement
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What is Safeguarding?
Safeguarding refers to the process of protecting children to provide safe and effective care. This includes all procedures
designed to prevent harm to a child, including:
•
•
•
•

Protecting children from maltreatment
Preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development
Ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care
Taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes

At Woldgate School, we recognise that listening to young people is an important and essential part of safeguarding. Our
BeeKind posters are all around the school, and remind our pupils to:
•
•
•
•
•

Watch your thoughts, for they become words
Watch your words, for they become actions
Watch your actions, for they become habits
Watch your habits, for they become character
Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.

If a pupil is feeling upset or has concerns, they should tell someone they trust, such as friends, teachers, their Care and
Achievement Coordinator, parents, carers or other family members.
Let people help to make things better. Never do nothing! We want our pupils to remember they are never alone, and there
are always people around who can help and support them.
All our staff receive regular training in effective safeguarding and understand how to identify and support pupils where
concerns are raised. We place great emphasis on the mental health and wellbeing of our pupils and we also have a team of
Peer Mentors who can help pupils by being a friend and someone to talk to, supporter, advisor, role model or source of new
ideas and opportunities. We can arrange for pupils to meet with Peer Mentors on a regular basis to support them whenever
needed.
Our weekly newsletters also regularly remind pupils and parents about how to stay safe, including online, how to manage
their mental health and wellbeing. Regular assemblies also remind pupils on how to be an effective and active member of our
caring school community. Our Care and Achievement Coordinators are trained to identify and support pupils, to ensure pupils
feel supported and looked after during the school day, and to contact parents and carers and work with other agencies where
necessary.
If we have any concerns about a pupil, our Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mr Sloman, and our Deputy Safeguarding Lead, Mrs
Wright, will work with the Care and Achievement Coordinator, pupils, parents and carers to ensure pupils receive the support
they need, and to work with supporting agencies.
If your child has any concerns, they should speak to their Care and Achievement Coordinator or any member of staff as soon
as possible so we can support them. If you have any questions or would like to know more, please do contact Mr Sloman or
Mrs Wright for more information.
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The Woldgate
Learning Cycle

Mrs Nicholls writes:
Every day I ask my six-year-old daughter “how was school today?” and
“what did you do?” Her response is often “I do not know Mummy.” I
am sure some of you are in a similar position; you really are intrigued
about what they have learnt and what they have done in the classroom, but like me
remain clueless until it slips out in another conversation, or you ‘discover’ things
through homework or online learning.
As your child starts a new academic year, we wanted to provide you with an insight into our Woldgate Learning Cycle.
Students and pupils experience this framework in every classroom, in every lesson, every day. We use it to ensure that every
minute of learning counts and hope this insight will provide you with a starting point for conversations with your child about
their learning.
The prepare phase is the first stage of our learning cycle, during this stage our students and pupils are welcomed into their
classrooms by their teacher where a ‘prepare for learning’ task is waiting for them. This task will involve revisiting prior
learning to help ensure that it is stored in the short and long-term memory stores. To develop a dialogue with your child you
could ask what the prepare activity was in a specific subject from that day, which may provide you with a hook to gain further
information in supporting their learning.
Our second stage of the cycle is the purpose. This outlines to the students and pupils the expectations of what it is that
they need to learn and what skills they need to grasp by the end of the lesson. We call these ‘learning objectives’ and they
are designed to challenge your child by being ambitious and encouraging them to push themselves to exceed targets, for
example success in their GCSE studies and beyond.
During the present stage, our students and pupils are inspired by their teacher’s delivery of in-depth subject expertise
through an infectious passion for their subject. It is the presentation of something new, for example: new vocabulary, text,
method, piece of music, theory, idea or concept. The new information or skill is presented to purposefully promote active
engagement and discussion using various modes of presentation such as PowerPoint, video clips, whiteboard, ICT and
demonstrations. You could ask your child questions about the new information they learned in a particular
Cont. Over
lesson.
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Once your child has been presented with new information it is vital that they get the opportunity to practice what they have
learnt. They will work through bespoke tasks that are aligned to the programme of study and specifically tailored to meet the
requirements of the purpose. The teacher will move around the room checking the learning that is taking place and giving
students and pupils feedback to help them understand their strengths and weaknesses in achieving the purpose. They will be
challenged and support provided if required. You could ask your child about the targets that have been set for them that day
in a specific subject, or about the advice they received from their teachers.
The prove it stage provides the opportunity for both students and
pupils to demonstrate their understanding and show what
they learnt. They will demonstrate perseverance
and determination during this stage as they
may find tasks challenging, for example:
responding to an exam question,
completing a piece of assessment
work, writing up an experiment,
solving a hypothesis or writing for
a specific audience or purpose.
The teacher will however,
support and provide your
child with the opportunity
to refine and re-work their
responses. They will gain
an understanding of their
individual strengths and
weaknesses in achieving the
purpose.
Ponder is the final stage of
the learning cycle. It provides a
sense of journey, direction and
progress towards the completion
of the programme of study, topic
or concepts being taught. It supports
students and pupils in preparing for the
next lesson. For example, it might outline
homework that consolidates prior learning
or provide tasks that help prepare them for the
next lesson. You may encourage your child to use the
My Learning platform to encourage progress outside of the
classroom. A link to ‘My Learning’ can be found on the home page of our school website.
Ask your child about our Woldgate Learning Cycle and see what avenues of conversation it opens up. The partnership
between home and school is vital in ensuring all children make progress and maximise learning opportunities. By working
together, we can support your child’s learning and help them to achieve not only in the classroom, but in the next steps
beyond school too.
Mrs C Nicholls
Head of Teaching and Practitioner Development
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Lower School

Ms Minton writes:
Welcome back!
“The beginning is the most important part of the work.”
As we begin a new academic year, I am so grateful to have the support of committed
Parents and Carers as well as a dedicated team of staff to support me as we work
together to ensure our Lower School community make the most positive start.
The great philosopher, Plato, once said, “The beginning is the most important part
of the work.” How can you accomplish great things if you never get started? Our
pupils have certainly come back through the school gates with optimism, and it has
been brilliant to see, particularly our Year 7 pupils, navigating the building with
confidence and engaging so enthusiastically with new teaching staff and often new
subjects.
I have so many hopes and aspirations for our Year 7 and 8 pupils in the coming year but the biggest one is that every single
pupil is able to reflect our values in the way they engage with each other and their learning. To produce work of great merit,
to be of great character and to undertake acts of great value are at the heart of everything we do here at Woldgate School.
I believe these core values build individuals who are not only determined to succeed but also acutely aware of the needs
around them and the duty they have to the community they are part of. Over the coming months, I look forward to sharing
examples of where our children have demonstrated these and the impact that it has had on our school community.
As we continue to foster positive learning routines amongst our young community, I am grateful for your continued support
as parents in ensuring that pupils have all their equipment and wear correct uniform as detailed in recent correspondence
with parents. This will be checked daily by staff as the small things really do matter - they are the building blocks for success.
I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce our Care and Achievement Co-ordinators for Lower school: Mrs Clark
overseeing Year 7 and Mrs Carlill, who is new to our school, overseeing Year 8. Their role is to support pupils on
a day-to-day basis, ensuring they not only have all the practical things needed for learning but that they also
Cont. Over
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have the emotional support required to succeed. These
colleagues are very experienced in working alongside
pupils and ensuring that they get to know and understand
everyone in their care. I know that they will ensure each
pupil is cared for and helped to settle back into learning
routines over the next few weeks. Mrs Clark and Mrs Carlill
are the first point of contact for parents and will respond
to parental requests and queries as soon as they are able
to; please be mindful of the large periods of time that they
spend supporting and interacting directly with our children
during the school day which means that phone calls cannot
always immediately be made.
I wish our pupils all the best for the upcoming academic
year. I am so excited to see them flourish as they tackle new
challenges and embrace their individual learning journeys.
Ms A Minton
Head of Lower School

Key information regarding
purchasing uniform
All uniform should now be ordered via our SCOpay products
section. The link to SCOpay, our online payments facility, can be
found at the bottom of the home page on our website: www.
woldgate.net. Once your order has been received you will be
contacted by a member of our team within 3 working days.
Parents and carers will then be invited to collect uniform orders
on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons between 2 - 4pm from the
main school reception.
On collection, we kindly request that uniform is taken home to
be tried on - exchanges can be accommodated at a later date
(within 28 days) should it be necessary, providing goods are in
their original packaging and all labels have not been removed.
If you require a new link code or have any questions about SCOpay please email
finance@woldgate.net
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Upper
School

Mrs Atkinson writes:
Welcome back! We hope
that the summer break
brought with it plentiful
opportunities to enjoy precious time
with your families; this was very much
needed, and I was fortunate to get the
chance to have quite an adventurous
trip back home to Belize.
The start of the new academic year brings much excitement
for us all, but especially for our Upper School pupils. There
has been a palpable sense of enthusiasm amongst our
Year 10 pupils as they embark on their studies into chosen
subject areas this week. Whether chosen because of their
love of a subject, or that they are just naturally brilliant at
them, it is clear our Year 10 pupils are embracing their new
learning with great excitement. Indeed, the teachers have
commented on how much they are enjoying sharing their
passion for their respective subjects with pupils.
I am always thankful to work with such a dedicated pastoral
team, and was thrilled to introduce our Year 9, 10 and
11 pupils to their new Form Tutors on Thursday. I know
everyone is pleased to welcome back the children into
their form families and, with them, the return of our STARS
lessons. These sessions provide the opportunity for pupils
to develop and hone invaluable skills for life. This half term
we will be covering a variety of themes including the United
Nations and Human rights in Year 9, the United Kingdom
Constitution in Year 10 and exploring career paths in year

11. What a great opportunity for all of our pupils to practise
the important skills of communication, team work and
creativity!
Our focus this term, however, will be on ‘Time Management
and Organisation’. It is important that pupils adopt
good routines; beginning with punctuality and smart
appearance. We will help pupils nurture their organization
skills throughout this half term and will remind them of
the importance of thinking ahead to make sure they are
attending lessons on time, having all their equipment with
them and working hard to meet deadlines. Our children
have built up great resilience in the last two years, and we
know that they will embrace these further life skills with the
same level of commitment, but we will be here to support
them every step of the way.
Our Care and Achievement Coordinators, Miss Parkin and
Mr Elwers, will continue this year to be there to support
our children and to help them be the very best they can be.
We are also excited to welcome Mrs Cross as our new Care
and Achievement Coordinator for Year 11. Mrs Cross is very
experienced with working with young people and she is very
much looking forward to getting to know and work with our
Upper School family. With the support of your families, and
that of all the staff, we know that each of our children will
enjoy a happy and successful time in the coming year. Please
let us know if there is anything that you need.
Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School
Cont. Over
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Alex is our
Sporting Superstar!
Alex has had an incredibly successful summer with his Cricket and Football
Mrs Atkinson writes:
Throughout the late spring and summer,
cricket restarted for Alex. Despite juggling his
commitments to football teams, cricket soon
became the key player in Alex’s out of school
activities.
This season, he’s a stalwart of the young U15s team, The Foss League
Academy Team and the Seniors Cricket Team! He has played more than
an astonishing 45 matches and has been bowling with the Under 15s too!
Woodhouse Grange
offers fantastic
coaching and
support throughout
the development of the
young players and Alex is
benefiting from this.
In July, Alex was called up to play for the U19s in the Yorkshire League
T20 semifinals; a game which Woodhouse Grange won convincingly!
Alex has worked very relentlessly at his cricket and his love and passion
is quite inspirational!
Yet this is not the end of Alex’s amazing achievements this Summer
- Alex has recently accepted a place with the York City Under 15s
Football Team! He is looking forward to continuing to work the
team on his already outstanding Goal Keeping Skills. This is a great
opportunity for Alex to continue to excel in his Sports. We wish him
all the very best - his dedication and hard work is leading him to great
success and reflects wonderfully great merit, character and value.
We are all so very proud of you, Alex! Keep shining brightly.
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Sixth
Form

Mr Charlton writes:
I am delighted to introduce myself as the new Head of Sixth Form at
Woldgate School. For the past 15 years I have taught Business Studies
in York, gaining significant experience as a Head of Department, Head of
Year 12/13 and UCAS coordinator. I am extremely excited to begin a new challenge at
Woldgate School and look forward to supporting students pastorally and challenging
them academically.
The Year 12 Induction Day on Wednesday was a great success with students receiving key messages about their time in Sixth
Form, meeting staff and getting to know some new, and old, faces. The new Sixth Form block, Thixendale building, provides
an ideal base for Year 12 and 13 students, with a quiet Study Room environment for students to work in and their own café
area to keep them refreshed throughout the day.
In my assemblies this week, I spoke to Year 12 about the challenge of education and why it is of such importance to be
given the right to an education. We know that it unlocks doors for young people, now and in the future. It helps us grow as
individuals, it allows us to follow our passions, and it makes our society better. That idea of education for betterment is one
that we are absolutely committed to at Woldgate Sixth Form, and that we want to provide for each and every individual student
that chooses to study with us. I concluded with a simple message - a fast start in Year 12 is crucial and that the next two years
of study would pass very quickly.
My message to Year 13 students is similar, but with an additional focus on progression plans. Early UCAS entries (for Oxford,
Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry & Veterinary) have an October 15th deadline so students wishing to apply for these need to
be on the ball. We would like all other UCAS entries to be made by mid-December and will support our Year 13 students to
make swift progress on their UCAS application and personal statements. Do look out for more information about these in the
coming weeks,
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Our expectations of students remain
high, and we are expecting all Sixth
Form students to work towards being
efficient, independent learners. Students
should be completing at least an hour of
independent learning outside the lesson
for each hour spent in the lesson and this
should be more than solely completing
homework.
Independent
learning
includes disciplines such as composing
independent and reflective notes from
a lesson or text book, making a revision
resource, reviewing content previously
covered, or, importantly, reading around
the subject and completing additional
research to broaden their subject specialist
knowledge.
As always at Woldgate, we place student
well-being first, with Mrs Bourne and
myself available to support students in
Thixendale Block with any barriers to
learning, or with personal concerns that
they may experience. We know that there
will be challenges to overcome, but we
also know that if we work together, in
our community of school, students and
parents, that each of our students can
reach their full potential this year.
Mr M Charlton
Head of Sixth Form
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Literacy News
Mrs McMurdo writes:
We are beginning the year with three exciting initiatives: the Lower School tutor
reading programme, the ’14 before 14’ challenge and the ‘Athena challenge’.
What is the Lower School tutor reading programme?
Nationally, pupils at secondary read far fewer books than those at primary. Studies have shown that there is a big shift in
attitudes towards reading as children get older.
We think it’s crucial to challenge this, and to get pupils reading more.
While reading to learn is vital for all subject, the Lower School tutor programme encourages pupils to read for pure
enjoyment.
Every week, pupils will be read to by their Form Tutor. In the Autumn term, all Forms will read different, age-appropriate
short stories. After this time, pupils will read independently before joining a Form discussion about the book that they are
reading.
The lesson has been timetabled very carefully. There are also specialist English teachers who will assist Form Tutors and
deliver a range of additional intervention - from phonics, to comprehension, to high-ability book groups - to ensure that all
of our pupils can maximise their progress and achievement. If your child is taking part in any of the interventions, you will
receive a letter with further details.
Of course, achievement is a driving factor: we want our pupils to encounter new ideas and new writers; we want them to
explore new vocabulary; and we want them to be prepared for the rigours of the Lower School and Upper School curricula.
However, at the heart of the tutor programme is the wish for all of our pupils to become lifelong readers.
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What is the ‘14 before 14’ challenge?
At the beginning of their first reading lesson, all Year 7 pupils will receive a
bookmark with 17 book titles. The reading level and age-appropriateness of
each book are also included.
The challenge is simple: can Year 7 pupils reading 14 books on the list before
they are 14? Of course, pupils are free to select other books to read. However,
the books have been chosen because we consider them to be ‘modern classics’
and because we want to encourage pupils to choose books they might not
ordinarily pick.
Pupils will receive further information about what the challenge involves and
the rewards for completion in their form tutor reading lesson.
We will also include a book review for each book on the list in the newsletter.
What is the Athena challenge?
All pupils in Lower School who have a reading age two years or more above
their actual age will be invited to take part in the ‘Athena challenge’. Pupils will
receive a booklet that contains 40 book titles, spanning five genres and 500
years!
Pupils will be encouraged to read a selection of books from each genre.
The books on the list are designed to challenge: some may contain complex
vocabulary, while others may contain complex themes.
If any books contain more mature themes, these are flagged in the booklet
itself. However, we have included advice below.

Important message
Our initiatives are designed to inspire pupils to read widely. Where books may contain sensitive or adult themes, we
have highlighted this on the relevant material.
However, we understand that you are best-placed to decide whether a book is suitable for your child. Before your
child reads any books on the list, we suggest that you make sure you are happy with what they are reading.
To do this, there are two very helpful websites:
•

https://www.booktrust.org.uk: this website includes a summary, reading age and suitability age of many of the
books within the two reading challenges. All books on the ‘14 before 14’ list can be found on this website.

•

www.arbookfind.co.uk: this website details the reading level and interest level of thousands of books, including
lots of the classics. Any book labelled at MY (Middle Years) is deemed suitable for Year 7 upwards. Any book
labelled as UY (Upper Years) is intended for readers who are 14 and older.
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Care and Achievement
Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs S Clark

Mrs A Carlill

Miss G Parkin

07790 987139

07980 702715

07790 987137

sclark@woldgate.net

acarlill@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Mr M Elwers

Mrs H Cross

Mrs R Bourne

07790 987131

07790 987142

07790 987009

melwers@woldgate.net

hcross@woldgate.net

rbourne@woldgate.net
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