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Year 9 pupil Amy Watson has just
achieved her 3rd kup (blue red stripe
belt) in Taekwondo. 2 belts away
from an official black belt, and has
never failed in any of her gradings .

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/
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NEWSLETTER
‘Everything

you do should be worthy

-

o f g r e at m e r i t, c h a r ac t e r a n d va l u e .’
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European Biketrial Championships

W

ill Ackerley, Year 10,
competed in the European
Biketrial
Championship
in Sardinia at the weekend. As he
was the youngest in the junior class
after having moved up to this class,
he knew that this year, it was going
to be tough! However, Will rode
fantastically under hot conditions
to end up with a 3rd place- beyond
our expectations. He has improved
and impressed this season and will
compete at the World Youth Games
Friday 1st July 2016

in Germany in August, followed a few
days later with the BIU World Championships in Czech Republic. Due to
his continued improvement he has
also been nominated for selection
to compete at the UCI World Cup in
Italy for British Cycling, at the end of
August! Will will find out next month
if he has been selected but this is a
very tough competition to enter as
there are limited places. The British
Cycling will only send team members
who they believe have a chance
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of a Top Ten finish in their class. It
is in this competition, where they
compete for the ‘Rainbow Jersey ‘the shirt to win!
In March, Will visited three Primary
and Secondary schools in the Selby
area and delivered a presentation about his Sport. It was a great
success! It was obviously
based on his love for his
Continued on page 3...
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Welcome

Headteacher’s Welcome

O

M r J B ritton
Headteacher

ne of the joys of been part of this community is seeing
the willingness of both pupils and colleagues to make
a difference to our school beyond the classroom. With
the demands of daily study and homework for my pupils, or
for my colleagues, preparation, teaching, marking and curriculum planning, it speaks volumes when individuals do give a
commitment to an additional project, a visit, production or
an extracurricular activity that enriches our pupils’ education
and ultimately makes this a really great place to be.

This week I met with Mr Chapman, who with Mrs Geary, has started a project
with pupils to improve the environment and increase bio-diversity across the
school site. It was a joy to hear him talk with genuine excitement about the
project and then to casually mention his intention to create an orchard, a wildflower meadow and to plant over 600 deciduous trees on site. The orchard and
wildflower meadow will be created between our existing buildings and will,
I’m sure, transform the school site. In addition, our School Council members,
who have again been working tirelessly, are also about to purchase a significant number of picnic tables to go around the school site and will, I’m sure,
be liaising with Mr Chapman and Mrs Geary to bring the two ideas together.
You will be aware from previous newsletters, that from September 2016 we
will be re-introducing Houses to Woldgate School. They were originally part
of the school’s foundation and remained in place until the early 1980s. The
Rewards Staff Working Group, following a consultation with parents and
pupils, identified this as a key part of our plans to recognise pupil achievement, strengthen our community and develop our enrichment programme.
Each Form will be allocated a House and those wearing the new uniform will
be provided with a ‘School House Tie’. The five Houses (named after the different Yorkshire Wolds within our school catchment) will be: Thixendale (Green);
Millington Dale (Yellow); Kirby Underdale (White); Great Givendale (Blue) and
Warren Dale (Orange). Clearly I will remain neutral as Headteacher and show
no favour, even if I did spend most of my childhood exploring Kirby Underdale!
In addition, the tie will also include a wider band of colour to indicate if a pupil
is in Lower School (Pale Green) or Upper School (Pale blue).
House assemblies will be held a minimum of once every term and the school
will create three House Enrichment Days to provide an opportunity for pupils
and students in each House to collaborate on an enterprise, compete or fundraise together. Our Sixth Form students will then be asked to support a House
Captain in the organisation of all events, to act as ambassadors, to promote
and celebrate the success of their House.
We expect it will take several years for Houses to once again become established at Woldgate School, but I do believe it will become a key part of who we
are as a school and a community. I also believe it will, for our pupils, enrich the
education they receive at Woldgate School and ensure as a community, that
we recognise and celebrate, as the original school motto identifies, actions
that are worthy of great merit, character and value.
Finally, I would be grateful if you could support your son or daughter with
their fundraising for the School Walk. They will have received a fundraising
form by now and as mentioned in last week’s newsletter, the School Council
will donate 50% of the money raised to a charity in this locality and use the
other 50% to achieve the priorities they have identified, including creating
the new outdoor seating areas. Our pupils have worked really hard this year in
establishing the School Council and it would be great if their hard work could
be rewarded for the benefit of all pupils.
Do have a good weekend.
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Key Dates
Summer Term
6th June - 22nd July 2016

Autumn Term 2016
7th September - 21st October
31st October - 16th December

Spring Term 2017
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term 2017
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Staff Training
Days
25th & 26th July 2016
5th September 2016
6th September 2016
17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

Internal Exam Weeks
w/c

Year 10
27th June 2016

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge
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Follow @Woldgate
https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/
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Noticeboard

Headteacher’s
Award
Year 7
Grace Barley
Brent Mellows

Year 9
Abdul Ahmadi
Heather Woodger

Strike Action - 5th July 2016
We can now confirm after receiving final confirmation from
the Local Authority, that due to circumstances beyond
our control , we will need to partially close Woldgate
School on Tuesday 5th July. Due to the national strike
action by the National Union of Teachers, Woldgate will
be closed to pupils in Years 8, 9 & 10. The school will be
open for pupils in Year 7 and Sixth Form as normal .

FREE T20 Cricket Tickets

Year 10

The PE department have 15 free tickets to the Yorkshire vs Birmingham T20
blast match at Headingley on Friday 8th July at 6.30pm.

James Wright
Jordan Fletcher

If you would like some, please email ben.clarke@woldgate.eriding.net
Please note that these will be given out on a first come, first served basis,
and you must be able to collect them from the school.

Key Dates
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Pupils are not allowed to email, and tickets are limited to a maximum of 5
per person.

2016

Whole School &
Transition
4th & 5th July
Year 6 Creative Arts Days
6th July - 6:30pm
Youth Theatre Performance
7th July
Sports Day - Field Events
8th July
Sports Days - Track Events
13th July
Year 6 New Intake Day
14th & 15th July
Year 6 Activity Days
14th July
Summer Soiree
20th - 22nd July
Activity Days
22nd July
School Walk
Friday 1st July 2016

...from front page. Sport but also covered Bike Safety, the will to succeed,
healthy living and the desire to do better. He was very well received by both
pupils and staff and delivered his presentation to over 800 people, his first
one to an audience of nearly 500, which was a little daunting! They were
inspired by his commitment and dedication to his sport. He even got some
fan mail!
We are very proud of all that Will has achieved and you can count on our
support in your future competitions. Thanks to the family for keeping us up
to date with his great achievements and for sending in the comments for
this piece.
Mrs Atkinson
Issue 59
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Year 9 Beth Shalom Visit
The Children’s
Memorial at Beth
Shalom in memory
of the 1.2 million
children who
died during the
Holocaust.
On Thursday 8th June
2016 fifty three Year
9 pupils visited Beth
Shalom
Holocaust
Centre in Laxton,
Nottinghamshire.
They were joined
by Mrs Shearing, Mr
Martin, Mrs Geary
and Mrs Faulkner, one
of our School Governors. The words Beth
Shalom mean House
of Peace. During the afternoon pupils were able to hear Ruth David, a Holocaust survivor, speak and they had opportunities to ask questions about her life and experience.

Below Year Nine pupils describe their experiences:
Zac Beevers writes:
“Yesterday fifty three of us representing Woldgate School were fortunate
to visit the Holocaust Memorial Centre, also known as Beth Shalom. First we
walked around the gardens where there were over a thousand white roses
that represented families and individuals who had died in the Holocaust.
There was a Children’s Memorial where each stone placed represented a
child that had died during the Holocaust. This memorial will take another
seventy years to complete if every child from every school visit places a
stone. We were able to look at the museum which was very informative and
explained the events leading up to the Holocaust and the idea that is should
not be forgotten. In the afternoon Ruth David told her story about being
part of the Kindertransport (children’s transport) that came to England. It
was very helpful for understanding the event when you hear it from someone who witnessed it first-hand. The story brought a tear to some, and such
events have influenced so many lives”.

Sam Pratt writes:
“When we arrived at Beth Shalom we were told about life during and before
the Holocaust. One of the things I learnt was that a lot of ordinary family
people took part in the Holocaust. This shocked us because it proved that
anyone and almost everyone can let a horrible thing happen”

Rose Cusick writes:
“During the afternoon we joined another school to hear Ruth David, a Holocaust survivor talk about her experiences. She explained what it was like
to be a Jew in Germany and how she was treated at school. Even teachers
treated the Jewish children very badly. She explained how she felt when she
had to leave her family behind and come to live in England.
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Ruth David who was born in 1929 in Germany and she told our Year 9
pupils her story.
Ruth David lived in rural Germany, after witnessing the horror of “Kristallnacht” and her family’s eviction from its
village, Ruth David was sent to England as part of “Kindertransport”, one of the few routes to safety and survival

for so many children who were to lose their parents in the Holocaust. But survival at what price? As a suspicious
“enemy alien” in England at the outbreak of war with little English and few friends, Ruth grew up in loneliness, under
the brutal eye of two Viennese ladies who ran the refugee hostel where she lived. The months of war crawled by,
and the hostel gradually turned into an orphanage, as the news from the camps first trickled and then poured in.
Today, Ruth talks to many pupils at Beth Shalom about her experience and also encourages pupils to not stand by
and let things happen. Also, we all face choices in our lives and making the right choice can have a profound effect
on someone else’s life.
The next visit to Beth shalom for Year 9 pupils takes place next year on Thursday 8th June 2017. All pupils who are
interested in taking part on this visit should see Mrs Shearing in J6.

Governor Gill Faulkner writes:
I was very pleased to be invited again on the Beth Shalom visit. This visit has been an annual event for Year 9
pupils for the last ten years and is my fifth visit.
I never fail to be impressed with the amount of work and effort Mrs Shearing and staff put into making this a
fulfilling and enjoyable experience for our Year 9 pupils, who in return show their appreciation with their exemplary behaviour and a genuine interest on the topic of the Holocaust. Most of the pupils had a question for our
speaker and at the end of our visit the pupils were complimented on their intelligent and indepth questions.
May I also thank parents for supporting their child to go on this visit as it is a truly valuable experience.
Gill Faulkner

Friday 1st July 2016
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Sixth Form

Mrs Lawson Writes:

A

s our Sixth Form students continue to move into their
second year of A Level and BTEC qualifications, many
are also reflecting on what they have achieved as a
student in the Sixth Form so far. It has been a fantastic year,
with a huge amount of success to celebrate, from fundraising
for Charity Week and Malawi, to working within the community and with younger students in the school. One example
M rs K L awson
of this is Claire Briggs, who has been working on her Gold
H
S
F
Arts Award as part of her Sixth Form Enrichment. This Award
is about demonstrating the qualities to be a leader and an ambassador
within the arts, and as part of this Claire has been working with a group of
Year 9 pupils to create a theatre performance that the pupils have devised
themselves.
ead of

ixth

Key Dates
S

u m m e r

Te

r m

2016

4th - 5th July
Business Visit to London

orm

16th July
Malawi E xpedition Leaves

The performance will take place on Wednesday 6th July at 7pm in the Main
Hall and promises to be a fantastic celebration of all the hardwork Claire
and the Year 9 pupils have done this year.

Senior Prefects
There have been an overwhelming number of applications for the role of
Senior Prefect and the standard of applications is extremely high. Students
will have the opportunity to exercise their democratic right and vote for the
students they would most like to see in these leadership positions. Voting will
take place next week.

Oxbridge Admissions Tutor
There will be an Oxbridge Admissions Tutor visiting Woldgate on Wednesday 6th July to speak to students who are considering applying to Oxford or
Cambridge University. The talk will start at 8:50am in the Study Room and is
open to any Year 12 students or Year 11 pupils who feel they would benefit
from this opportunity.

Ms Longstaff Writes:

W
M s A L ongstaff

Head of Upper School

ell done to all of our Year 10 pupils who have coped
really well with their exams this week. It has been
interesting to talk to some of them, particularly as
they have appreciated that it has been a flavour of what they
are all working towards next year. I look forward to seeing
their results and knowing that they have a good, solid foundation on which to build as they move into Year 11.

The last Progress Report for this academic year will be issued
before the end of term, however, I would also encourage parents to look in
the back of school planners where key assessment data is also recorded by
the pupils.
As we approach the last few weeks of this year, I am starting to work closely
with Mrs Geary and Mr Sloman to ensure our Year 9 pupils have a smooth
transition into Upper School and look forward to getting to know both
pupils and parents further in the Autumn Term.
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Year 10
27th June
Year 10 E xam Week
11th - 15th
Work E xperience Week
20th July
Prison Me No Way

www.woldgate.net

Upper & Lower School
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Year 7

Mr Sloman Writes:

T

his week I accompanied our Year 7 pupils on their visit
to Helmsley Castle and Mount Grace Priory, as part
of their History studies on medieval life and beliefs.
Although the weather was not kind, I was immensely proud
of our Year 7 pupils’ resilience and good humour as we ran
from cover to cover in the rain. They were cheerful, interM r L S loman
ested and courteous, and other visitors and shop staff
H
L
S
commented upon their politeness. Despite the weather,
our pupils were still able to learn a huge amount about the
defensive features of castles and the life of medieval monks. They asked
good, thoughtful questions and I am sure they learnt much from their visit.
ead of ower chool

6th July
The Big Sing
12th July
Parents’ Evening

Year 8
4th July
Parents Evening

Visits like these not only help our pupils to gain deep insights and understanding of topics they have learnt in class; they also help to equip our
pupils with skills and attributes that make them successful learners. Pupils
learn how to work with others and study their environment closely. Visits
help our pupils to think of questions they might otherwise not have considered in the classroom, and search for answers around them. Furthermore,
visits help to imprint key knowledge and understanding in pupils’ memories
– many of us can still remember school visits we went on when we were at
school. Such experiences help to develop the whole child, and are at the
centre of what we believe and do at Woldgate School.

Year 9
14th July
Arek Hersh Visit
20th & 21st July
Enterprise Day

Gardening Fun Pollinating the Local Community
The green-fingered Mr Chapman (pictured) writes:

During the last week of term a small group of dedicated Year 7 pupils, with
the help of a few grown-ups (Mr Longfellow and Mrs Geary) set about creating some bug hotels for the Burnby Hall Gardens Pollinating Creatures raised
bed exhibit in Pocklington. They worked hard and their creations along with
some wonderful ‘bug-friendly’ plants supplied by Mrs Geary, were planted
and displayed at the Gardens. The living exhibit will be in situ for most of the
summer and everyone is welcome to come along and have a look.
This mini project marks the beginning of a larger and more ambitious project
of planting which will be taking place during activities week and into the
autumn term, linking in to the national ‘PolliNation Project’, which aims to
make the school site more welcoming for pollinating animals and
members of the community.

Friday 1st July 2016
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Young People Count

W

e are working closely with Young People Count and our wider community to explore how, as a school, we
can provide additional new clubs and facilities for our primary and secondary aged children, who live in
York, Pocklington and the surrounding villages.

We hope in partnership with other schools in this area, to ensure the children of Pocklington have access to a new
social club, refurbished sports facilities and organised activities outside of the normal school day and term. We also
hope that through partnership we can open our sports, drama, music, computer and conference facilities to the
wider community and local businesses.
We have also been approached by several organisations who are keen to establish new clubs on site, to run a wide
range of club based activities and to provide a new range of sporting activities, to support the school and our young
people.
As part of this programme we are also working to create a new centre on site with Young People Count. This will
include the creation of new facilities in a purpose built building. We hope if discussions are productive, to submit
joint plans in the New Year.
Our intention is to ensure the school, our facilities and our extra-curricular provision are the very best available,
offering a wide variety of different activities and clubs for our young people.

Please Share

Care & Achievement
Co-Ordinators

I

f you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the
community with us, then please feel free to email Mr
Wall at:

ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net

Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
S ixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276
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Follow @Woldgate
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Woldgate School & Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Upper School

IP

Mr S Butcher

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Lower School

A family of schools
with shared values
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Tel: 01759 302395
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