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Mr Pringle Mouse
In Mrs Geary’s English class, pupils have
been enthralled by the extravagant
adventures of ‘Mr Pringle Mouse’. This
small wooden and carved creature has
become somewhat of an iconic member
of the class over recent weeks, turning
up in the most elaborate of places!
Although, he originally made his debut as a learning tool
used to help pupils think more carefully about narrative and
character. In a bid to engage pupils in the significance of
plot, character and setting, Mrs Geary has been engineering
situations in which the class character has become

quite the intrepid explorer and has sent his classmates
correspondence and pictures from a variety of locations.
In doing so, our pupils have been able to develop their
writing in more depth and detail. Indeed, so popular has the
narrative of Mr Pringle Mouse become that one Year 7 pupil
chose to independently write an imaginative newspaper
article investigating the character’s expeditions.
It’s wonderful to see pupils so engaged with the conscious
crafting of writing for purpose that they chose to do so
in their own time. Here is Sophie’s excellent imagined
journalism interview. We think she may have an excellent
career ahead of her and hope you agree.

BELOVED
MOUSE HOME
SAFE
AFTER
E L A B O R AT E
ADVENTURES!
A report by Sophie D in Year 7

C

lass M8 are pleased to announce
that, a beloved friend and class
member, Mr. Pringle Mouse has
arrived home after a series of wild adventures
away from school. But this mouse isn’t just
famous for his exciting escapades, he is also
known in the mouse world for his forever
growing hotel business… Pringle Towers!
After many days away from school, pupils
began to worry about Pringle when a
postcard arrived at Woldgate. It was from
Mr. Pringle himself and stated that he had
succeeded in his journey to conquer the
quest of the Golden Pringle and would be
on his way back to M8 very soon.

www.woldgate.net

Between writing his book and managing
Pringle Towers, we managed to [with great
difficulty] get an exclusive interview with
this well-known super mouse! I asked him
how he had been since his return from his
adventures:
“Well, there have been many instances
on my adventures where it has been life
or death, like when Lewis the cat almost
swallowed me and the Golden Pringle
whole,” Mr. Pringle Mouse exclaimed, “but
I am doing great now and I’m safely back
home in M8. Though, I have already been
piecing together ideas for my next trip away!

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

I’m planning on travelling to a faraway
land called Primrose Woods and although I
shouldn’t be gone for too long… just in case
I decide to spend more time travelling, I am
planning on sending weekly updates to the
pupils of Woldgate so we can keep in touch;
I also have my army of trusty warrior mice to
keep my safe from any dangers in the wild!”
Mr. Pringle Mouse stated.
As you can see, Mr. Pringle Mouse is an
eager explorer and a budding adventurer at
the start of his career. We expect that this
mighty mouse will do BIG things in this
wide world!
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Executive
Headteacher’s Welcome

It seems appropriate, after the completion of our first term as a community free from
the disruption of Covid-19, to take time to reflect. We feel fortunate in this fact, as
although we remain aware of the impact of the pandemic upon our families and
the closure of schools within the region, we have maintained teaching even under
difficult circumstances, as colleagues themselves became unwell after contracting
Covid-19 outside of school. Our families have been key though to this success and
we know parents have made difficult but cautious decisions when they’ve detected
symptoms in their child, deciding to protect fellow children, colleagues and families,
from any potential transmission until having taken a PCR test.
We have this year with our enrichment
programme and our focus on reading,
providing some unique opportunities
above and beyond what might
be expected. It has been equally
wonderful to see nearly seven hundred
children attending an extra-curricular
club or to see classes reading with
children developing their vocabulary
and improving their comprehension.
I’ve also loved seeing the progression
from reading David Walliams to J. R. R.
Tolkien.
Cont. Over
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Our new school is also underway with the feasibility and design stages
progressing well. We’re hopeful, as the new year progresses, that both children,
parents, colleagues and our governors will all have the opportunity to see the
exciting future we’ll be able to provide our children through the creation of
the new Woldgate School. I know the facilities we’ve already discussed are
ambitious and truly will be transformational, cutting edge and are truly exciting
for our children.
Finally, it’s been wonderful to see not only the exceptional, but the return to a
degree of normality in how our school feels and works as a community. Our
Dining Hall at lunchtime for instance, with our children being able to sit and
eat together, the return to the full world cuisine menu and the move back to
traditional plates and cutlery. Matched for me by seeing children using our new
library and enjoying the hundreds of books and those donated by our fabulous
parents. Thank you.

Of great merit,
character and value

Key Dates
Autumn Term 2021
Monday 1 November –
Friday 17 December

Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January –
Thursday 17 February
Monday 28 February –
Friday 8 April

Do have a good weekend.

Summer Term 2022

Mr J Britton
Executive Headteacher

Monday 25 April –
Friday 27 May
Bank Holiday –
Monday 2 May

IMPORTANT:
Year 9
Immunisations

Monday 6 June –
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days
Friday 18 February 2022
Monday 25 July 2022

Please check your email or ClassCharts accounts
for a notification regarding registering your Year 9
children for Diphtheria/Tetanus/Polio & Meningitis
Vaccination via an online link.
If you have any problems at all please let us know or
ring the Immunisation team on
0333 358 3397 option 2.
Many thanks
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Mr Davies writes:
As part of our reporting cycle we make regular record of each child’s
current progress and, ultimately, the grade they are likely to achieve
if they continue to work at the current standard and effort. This approach is taken
from Year 7 onwards, which means that your child’s ‘working at grade’ is always
looking forward to the result they are likely to achieve at the end of their courses.
This grade is derived using a teacher’s professional judgement. They will use the marking criteria derived by exam boards
for Upper School work – as well as standardised and moderated work at Lower School to ascertain the standard they are
achieving at present and then, knowing the range of outcomes for children working at that level in previous years at that
stage, begin to estimate the trajectory your child is following through their time in school. We would, for example, hope for
all children to aim for at least two grades of progress at lower school and two grades from the start of Upper School from
their various starting points – however some children will make even more than this.
In looking at your child’s current standard of work teachers will also consider their attitude to learning. Robert Collier – an
early twentieth century author of what would perhaps now be termed ‘self help’ literature - once wrote: “success is the sum
of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.” In our reporting cycle we ask colleagues to identify an attitude to learning
score grade for each child they teach with focus on key attributes throughout the year. Our first half term, for example,
focused on time management and organisation: a key skill for all children in developing independence. When considering a
projected grade for children – where they are likely to be at the end of the courses – they will consider their starting point,
where they are now but also then where, based on their current habits, independence, and effort, this is likely to take them.
Equally this allows us to record concerns; areas where we feel there are potential areas to develop such as completing
homework on time, behaviour, and attendance. These are not noted on the report as a reprimand but to allow us to work
with home to address key barriers to learning that may hold children back.
Cont. Over
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‘Potential’, ‘talent’, and ‘aptitude’ are all wonderful things – and it is terrific to see children who appear to have a ‘gift’ or
flair for their studies - but there is no substitute at all for hard work and effort. A real pleasure of teaching is to see children
transform their work and ultimately their futures and their outcomes through determination, through learning from mistakes,
through putting in the work required and taking pride in their achievements. To cultivate this, we build a supportive and
caring community, where a child’s talents can grow through academic study and the opportunity to participate in the many
activities, productions and visits that make Woldgate School unique. It has been wonderful, for example, to see almost half
of our school taking part in our after school enrichment programme.
As we head into the Year 11 mock examinations, I would like to say congratulations to our children with exceptional attitude
to learning scores in that year group – whose diligence and determination will, I am sure, hold them in good stead for
the weeks ahead. Well done to Alfie R, Skye H, Evie B, Ben R, Maisie H, Henry F, Luci D, Samuel L, Noah M, Olivia A, Ethan
B, Charlie N, Mary-Jane K, Oliver H, Maddie S, Sam M, Matthew B, Daniel P, Daisy Y, Abigail H, Freya W, Matthew B, Ella W,
Bradley T, Corry T, Jennie TY, Ivo M, and William V.
Best wishes,
Mr G Davies
Head of Curriculum and Assessment
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Lower
School

I would like to take this
opportunity to share the
successes and hard work of Fin W
in Year 8 who is part of the Pauline Quirke
Academy of Performing Arts, based in
York. This week, he shared his journey into
performing arts with me:
“My love of acting started when I was 7 and I went to audition for
The King and I that was being performed in my local community.
It was here that I not only gained a part in the production, but I
also met some of my best friends. I loved to sing and to act and
I enjoyed every second of the Production. In the Summer of the
same year, I landed another part in another show: a production of
Robin Hood. By this point, my singing was progressing, and I was
growing in confidence. Then, the friends that I had made through these
productions, told me about The Pauline Quirke Academy based in York
and it was then that I went for a taster session and absolutely loved it. The
PQA s a weekend performing arts Academy
providing tuition for children and young people from
4-18 years. I starred in their Pantomime that year which was
brilliant! Most recently, as part of the Pauline Quirke Academy, I played
the part of Flounder in The Little Mermaid. I have also had the privilege in the last couple of
weeks, of singing as part of a group in the York Minster- an experience I will never forget.”
Thank you for sharing with me Fin – your love of performing is inspiring, as is your ability to show continued dedication and
exceptional effort in your studies her at Woldgate. A massive well done!

Our Christmas appeal
I would like to say a huge thank you for all the donations that have started to come in for our Pocklington Peoples Pantry
Christmas Appeal. The stage in the Hall is starting to fill up and it is wonderful to see all the supplies that we can drop off in
the lead up to Christmas. I would like to say a special thank you to Isabelle W. who has brought in a bag each
day over the last few weeks as well as a car-load of supplies – thank you so much for your generosity and the
way you have demonstrated our Woldgate motto of great value. Please do continue to give generously to this
very worthy cause if you can. Remember that the Form with the most contributions will win a prize!
Ms A Minton
Head of Lower School
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Lower School
Christmas Appeal
Over the next 4 weeks we will be supporting the Peoples Pantry in Pocklington by
asking pupils and staff to donate items to their Christmas Appeal.
Donations of food items and Christmas treats will be distributed to local families who
need a little extra help this festive season.
From Friday 19th November please bring donations and put them next to your Tutor
Group sign on the stage in the Hall
Show your donations to your Form Tutor in order to get merits of great value
There will also be a prize for the form that contributes the most.
Here are some ideas of things you might like to donate:
•

Tins: soup, vegetables, stew, baked beans, lentils, tomatoes, tuna

•

Jars: jam, honey, chocolate spread, marmalade, peanut butter

•

Packets: instant soups, gravy, pasta, rice, sponge puddings

•

Toiletries: toilet rolls, toothpaste, soap, shampoo/conditioner, baby wipes, shower gel/body wash, deodorant

•

Christmas Treats: Selection box, Christmas pudding, Christmas crackers, chocolates, mine pies, chocolate orange, small
Xmas cake, biscuits/shortbread

•

Little Luxuries: hand cream, Xmas wrapping paper, mini hot water bottle, gloves, fluffy socks, hot chocolate, crisps,
Xmas magazines, colouring books, small games.
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Upper
School

Mrs Atkinson writes:
The importance of taking time out to do something fun!
After a morning spent in Sixth Form Taster
Sessions, Year 11s had the opportunity to engage
in some fun activities. It had seemed like forever
since we were all outside as a team but on this
day, that sense of togetherness and being part of a
family, had not left us! We felt like children again,
as we waited our turn to join in the activities.
As Year 11s continue to prepare for the Mock Exams, it has been great to
see an increase in the use of GCSEPod. Our first Top Podders Breakfast
was held this
week. Please
continue to
use the revision
materials
provided by
your teachers
and MyLearning
to support
improve your
understanding. You have been sent a revision booklet that contains
the main topic areas to focus on. I know that some of you are
feeling the pressure so please remember to take time to relax. Get
some fresh air, eat well, and have a good night’s rest. If you have
prepared well, you will do well.
Cont. Over
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I have been really impressed by some of the quality independent revision our Year 11 pupils are completing in the lead up to
their mock exams. Here are some wonderful examples:

Please ensure that you turn up to all your
exams on time and with all the necessary
equipment. Please also bring in materials to
use for your revision and preparation, for when
you are not in an exam. Come prepared! We
wish you the best of luck.
As Thomas Jefferson said,

“I find that the harder I work, the
more luck I seem to have.“
Mrs I Atkinson:
Head of Upper School
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“She believed she could, so she did.”
R.S. Grey

At Woldgate we hope that everything we do serves to inspire our pupils so that they
can go into the big wide world and live their dreams. When we hear that they are
doing just that, it makes us proud that we have played a tiny part. Recently I was
in touch with Mollie M to hear all about her route into nursing. I can remember as
though it was yesterday a shy, kind hearted, respectful and conscientious young
lady; a member of my very first 7IAA Form Group. I know that she is winning the
hearts of all her patients, like she won our hearts during her time at here. Here is
Hollie’s Inspirational Story.
“My time at Woldgate seemed to fly by!
I learned many valuable life lessons as
well as made lifelong friends. I studied
hard at school whilst maintaining a good
social life, but it’s so important to get that
balance right.
I never knew what I wanted to be as I grew up but knew
I was really intrigued by medicine, therefore, wanted to
follow that route. As well as working hard in school, I also
used to partake in many extra-curricular activities such as
music bands and sports clubs.
I loved my time at Woldgate and the opportunities that
were offered to me. Mrs Atkinson was the best form tutor
(not biased at all!) and the rest of the staff were so lovely
and pushed me to reach my goals.
In year 10 I decided to go and work for a week at Nuffield
Hospital in York, which allowed me to shadow nurses and
theatre practitioners, enabled me to watch operations and
interact with patients which I really enjoyed.
When I reached A-Levels I decided to study Chemistry,
Mathematics and Biology as I couldn’t decide whether I

wanted to study medicine or nursing but knew that these
subjects would give me a good scope for both. I attended
a medical week at Nottingham University giving me and
others an insight into medical school and working at the
hospitals.
What finally motivated me to choose the Nursing route was
the never-ending possibilities that nursing offers, as well as
being able to make a difference in someone’s life.
I then started looking into Universities who wanted
experience working with adults and children. For
enrichment, I decided to volunteer at Sherbutt House
in Pocklington where I sat with patients with learning
disabilities and Alzheimer’s Disease. I went every Thursday
and played games with them.
I then passed my A-Levels (yay!) and got a place at Sheffield
Hallam University where I graduated in 2017 with an Adult
Nursing Degree. I now live in Birmingham and work at one
of the largest hospitals in Europe, caring for all kinds of
patients in the Accident and Emergency Unit as a Sister.
This is extremely challenging especially at present but it is
the most rewarding job.”

It is so wonderful to hear from Mollie and all about her journey since she left
Woldgate. Thank you Mollie and a hearty congratulations on your success from all of
us here at Woldgate.
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Sixth Form

Mr Charlton writes:
The month of December is crucial in Sixth Form. Year 13 are either
completing their UCAS applications or eagerly waiting to hear back from
their chosen universities, whilst simultaneously beginning to plan for their mock
examinations in February and navigating Parents’ Evening. Year 12, on the other hand,
are starting to become more independent learners and are making great strides in
their Sixth Form studies.
This week I met with over 25 of our Year 12 students who are interested in early UCAS applications to study at either Oxford
or Cambridge University, or to study Medicine, Veterinary Science or Dentistry. These students need to carefully balance
maintaining high academic performance with gaining additional academic experience and, in some cases, workplace
experience. These students have been added to their very own ClassCharts classroom where staff will post updates and links
to exciting and appropriate opportunities they should investigate.
This week I have also been delighted to hear that a number of our Year 13 early applicants have been invited to interviews at
their chosen universities and have sat mock interviews with me to help with their preparations. James C has an interview to
read Law at Cambridge and Charlotte S an interview for Veterinary Science at Liverpool, two excellent accomplishments in
their own right, and I wish them both well for next week!
Finally, a reminder to parents of our Year 11 pupils to get Sixth Form applications as soon as possible to secure your place
here next September. Places are filling fast and spare application forms and copies of the Sixth Form prospectuses have been
passed to Year 11 Form Tutors and are available from the Sixth Form Study Room.
Best wishes,
Mr M Charlton
Head of Sixth Form

@EYSixthForm
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CONGRATULATIONS

100%
ATTENDANCE

Mrs Perry writes:
Attendance News
Congratulations to all our wonderful pupils who have been working hard on
improving their attendance. As a result, we saw an increase in our overall attendance
figure last week.
A reminder that pupils who achieve 100% each week are given a House Point. We will be holding our attendance challenge
prize draw during the final two weeks of this term – look out for more details on our twitter page @Woldgate. Thank you
very much for your support with attendance. If your child attends they are learning!

Spotlight on Dyslexia
As with all schools, we have many pupils at Woldgate who are Dyslexic. Teachers have been trained in how to support pupils
using our Learning Support Plans which gives specific guidance to help support each pupil individually. Many pupils go
through school life with Dyslexia with their peers never knowing.
Did you know….?
An estimated 1 in 10 people have Dyslexia: a specific learning difference that can cause problems with breaking spoken
language down into its component parts, which in turn affects reading and spelling skills.
Ten percent of famous artists, athletes and political leaders also experience language difficulties.
Famous names such as Leonardo di Vinci, Noel Gallagher, Whoopi Goldberg and John Lennon suffered difficulties through
school at a time when Dyslexia was not recognised and therefore not tested.
Cont. Over
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Jamie Oliver, the British chef whose cookbooks, and cooking shows are famous all over the world was diagnosed with
Dyslexia early on in life and had to overcome many challenges to learn how to read. He now actively speaks about his own
experiences and the positive traits that he associates with Dyslexia – including his creative flair and keen business sense!
Dyslexia is not an illness and people who are Dyslexic are no less intelligent and creative than others; they just handle
language differently. Of course, this can create difficulties for children as they start school, reading forms a major part of a
child’s learning. As pupils arrive at Secondary school, the focus shifts from learning to read, to reading to learn.
Dyslexia should not limit the progress a pupil makes. Often by the time pupils are in Year 7, they have developed ways to
help them cope with their work. Strategies for in school and to help pupils at home include:
Praise:
A person with Dyslexia needs a boost to their self-confidence before they can learn to overcome their difficulties. Often,
they have already experienced failure and deep down they often don’t believe they are capable of learning.
Confidence:
To re-establish self-confidence, provide the opportunity to succeed and give praise for small achievements.
Support with resources:
Having a printout of the lesson or power point slide and sticking it in their book; providing numbered steps, e.g. 1. Do this. 2.
Do that etc.
Using a computer:
Completing homework created on a computer. Physical handwriting is torture for most people with Dyslexia. Word
processors make life much easier. Allowing them to use the Spell Checker and help with grammar and punctuation means
that we can see the quality of the content.
Talking about the task first and giving oral answers:
Discussing an activity to make sure it is understood. Visualising the activity or linking it to a funny action may help someone
with Dyslexia remember.
Charlie in Year 9 was happy to discuss his Dyslexia with me. Charlie loves spending time with his family and friends and
enjoys watching and participating in sports. He is a valued member of Woldgate and enjoys seeing his friends daily at school.
Charlie describes his Dyslexia as a problem where he struggles with words and sometimes doesn’t learn as fast as his peers.
I asked Charlie if his Dyslexia had ever stopped him from doing anything, he said it hasn’t held him back but that sometimes
he can get confused with words. Charlie said that whilst at Primary school he needed help from staff to help him read and
spell but over the years he has now learnt ways that he can help himself. He said he enjoys learning new subjects at school
and is doing well at Woldgate. Thank you, Charlie, for sharing your views.
Mrs J Perry
Head of Inclusion
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Mrs Nicholls writes:
As our pupils start to bring reports home, I wanted to share with you
the background behind our Attitude For Learning criteria to provide
an insight into how we hoping to develop every child’s growth mindset
here at Woldgate School.
“Work harder.” “Try again.”
Both phrases we have probably heard time and time again. Maybe they were said to you last month, last week, or for some,
what feels like constantly. Some may feel like these phrases are boring, however, what if we knew that there were some
scientific facts behind these words, that actually our brains can grow and that we can become smarter.
Our brains are capable of incredible things, however, sometimes we can feel pretty rubbish about our brains. We doubt
ourselves and it is easy to think we are not intelligent enough. Stop doing that!
Intelligence is not fixed, we are not born with a certain level of intelligence in one area, ultimately it is not permanent. Your
brain can improve and it can grow. Our brains have over 100 billion neurones (brain cells.) They are the cells that make you
think. Neurons work together to make things happen.
Our brain behaves like a muscle. For example, if you are serious about lifting weights and are dedicated, over time
your muscles will grow. This however does not happen without doing anything, it takes struggle, repeated failures and
commitment. When you struggle the neurones in your brain struggle, and that is important, because when they struggle
they lean on each other. They make connections to form a densely connected network inside your brain, allowing little jolts
of electricity to pass down them more and more efficiently. That is thinking faster. That is your brain getting smarter. So next
time you think you cannot do something, be kinder to yourself, it will take effort but you can become better,
you can change your ability to do something, you just cannot do it YET!
Cont. Over
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After neuroscientists found out that the brain is flexible, a new trend in education emerged called Growth Mindset. Growth
mindset was derived by Carol Dweck, a professor of psychology. It relates to believing that intelligence is fluid. Believing that
if we surround ourselves with people that challenge us to grow and make us look frankly at our mistakes and people who
help us to consider what we do about them, then we can make progress.
A pupil with a growth mindset believes that intelligence can be developed. These pupils see effort as the key to success.
They believe that ability can change as a result of effort, perseverance and practice. They are more interested in learning,
more eager to take on challenges and are more academically successful.
Having a growth mindset means we can improve our abilities, if we work hard and change the way we look at challenges
and mistakes. Growth mindset is not only about getting higher scores on tests and building better learning habits. Having a
growth mindset can give you the confidence you need to progress in other activities that brain is involved with like sports,
the arts or social interactions.
To help our pupils at Woldgate develop their growth mindset and a love of lifelong learning, we have redesigned the Attitude
for Learning criteria. This academic year through our STARS programme we will be taking our pupils on a journey, through
a process to help them develop a set of skills that they can take into the world of work and ultimately help them make
more progress. Each half term we will focus on a skill for life and encourage our pupils to consider strategies that will help
them on their journeys into achieving whatever it is that they want to achieve. The skills for life are: time management and
organisation, resilience, communication, teamwork, problem solving and creativity.
As a school we feel it is important to teach our pupils and show them the expectations throughout this academic year.
Teaching our pupils that it is okay to have some areas of development is important, it is what we do to improve that is vital.
To truly make a difference we need to equip them with skills and strategies to help them develop a growth mindset.
Here is our AFL framework which is linked to a type of mindset.
1.

Proactive mindset – pupils take action without being asked, they are in control and cause positive change to happen.

2.

Active Mindset – pupils who are engaging and working hard. They are being productive.

3.

Reactive Mindset – pupils who behave in response to what happens to them.

4.

Reluctant Mindset – pupils who are unwilling to do something and are hesitant before doing it, or they do slowly
without enthusiasm.

Ultimately it is about helping our pupils be the best version of themselves they can be and helping them accept that “your
attitude determines your direction.”
Mrs C Nicholls
Head of Teaching and Practitioner Development
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Safeguarding at
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:
Helping your Child to Prepare for Exams: Part 2
Tests and exams can be a challenging part of school life for children and young
people and their parents or carers. With our Year 11 pupils sitting their mock exams
from Monday 7th December, we have provided some advice about how you can
support your child before and during their exams:
Help them to study
•
•
•
•

Make sure your child has somewhere comfortable to study. Ask them how you can best support them with their
revision.
Help them to come up with practical ideas that will help them revise, such as drawing up a revision schedule or getting
hold of past papers for practice.
To help with motivation, encourage your child to think about their goals in life and see how their revision and exams are
related to them.
Help them to log into the MyLearning and GCSEPod websites.

Talk about exam nerves
•
•
•
•
•

Remind your child that feeling anxious is normal. Nervousness is a natural reaction to exams. The key is to put these
nerves to positive use.
If anxiety seems to be getting in the way rather than helping, encourage your child to practise the sort of activities they
will be doing on the day of the exam. This will help it feel less scary on the day.
This may involve doing practice papers under exam conditions or seeing the exam hall beforehand. Please contact your
child’s Care and Achievement Coordinator if we can support with this.
Help your child to face their fears and see these activities through rather than escape or avoid them.
Encourage them to think through what they do know and the time they have already put into studying to help them feel
more confident.
Cont. Over
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Encourage exercise during exams
•
•
•

Exercise can help boost energy levels, clear the mind and relieve stress. It doesn’t matter what it is - walking, cycling,
swimming, football and dancing are all effective.
Activities that involve other people can be particularly helpful.
Read more about the benefits of physical activity.

Don’t add to the pressure
•
•
•
•

Support group Childline says lots of the children who contact them feel that most pressure at exam time comes from
their family.
Try to listen to your child, give support and avoid criticism.
Before they go in for a test or exam, be reassuring and positive. Let them know that failing isn’t the end of the world. If
things don’t go well they may be able to take the exam again.
After each exam, encourage your child to talk it through with you. Talk about the parts that went well rather than
focusing on the questions they had difficulties with. Then move on and focus on the next test, rather than dwelling on
things that can’t be changed.

Make time for treats
•
•
•

Think through with your child some rewards for doing revision and getting through each exam.
Rewards don’t need to be big or expensive. They can include simple things like making their favourite meal or watching
TV.
When the exams are over, help your child celebrate by organising an end-of-exams treat.
If you would like more information, or would like support, please do contact Mr Sloman (Designated Safeguarding
Lead) or Mrs Wright (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead).

Mr L Sloman
Deputy Headteacher
Head of Care and Achievement
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Literacy Matters
This term, all Year 7 pupils have been
developing their narrative writing skills
in English; they have been focussing on
Charles Booker’s idea called The Seven
Basic Plots. Booker believed that all
stories can be reduced to seven basic
plot types: Overcoming the Monster,
The Quest, Voyage and Return, Rebirth,
Rags to Riches, Comedy and Tragedy.
To help develop pupils’ narrative writing skills, a group of
Year 7s took part in an online writing workshop that was
organised by the National Literacy Trust.
In the session, called Unleash your Creative Writing, pupils
listened to authors and illustrators discuss their work. They
also learned how to write an effective story and develop
believable characters. After the session, there was an
opportunity for pupils to ask questions. Our pupils were full
of insightful questions and many were inspired to create
their own stories!
Cont. Over
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Accelerated Reader… The results are in!
Total words read: 6,057,720 (+ 2, 599,634 from last week)
Reader of the week: Jude, K. (7RPA)
Year group leader boards (words read since September)

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

1.

7RPA – 655,224

1.

8SJW – 866,389

1.

9HSM – 543,852

2.

7RSC – 341,135

2.

8BSC – 530,814

2.

9JMR – 385,370

3.

7BER –212,942

3.

8ECW – 463,167

3.

9LCH – 295,585
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Of great Character.

This half term in their STARS sessions,
Year 9 are completing one of the RSE
(Relationship & Sex Education) units. This
half term their focus is on contraception
and sexual health. This is part of our RSE
programme of study, which is linked to
the requirements that are laid out by the
DfE. The government recently adapted
their guidance on the teaching of RSE
and our new RSE policy is available to
view on the school website.

NG P
A

A family of schools
with shared values

To do this we will:
Always be honest and fair.

SOCIETY

Year 9 and RSE
update

NI

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual
respect and tolerance.

S

Mr Barrett writes:

R

NERS

REACH
FOR THE

A

09:48

W

10/08/2017

RT

STARS
Update

1

IP

Reach for the STARS Posterv6 copy.pdf
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Of great Merit.

Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.
Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.
Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an eﬀective role in our local, national and
global communities.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.
To do this we will:
Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.
Arrive on time for lessons.
Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.
Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our
ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

A

APPEARANCE
Of great Value.

R

RESPONSIBILITY
Of great Character.

Skills for Life
A reminder again that this half term’s
focus skill is ‘resilience’. Please do discuss
the theme of resilience with your child
and discuss how it relates to school and
the outside work, including employment.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our
appearance.
To do this we will:
Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.
Wear the correct uniform at all times.
Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.
Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our
achievements, developing our own self-conﬁdence and self-esteem.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own
behaviour and learning.
To do this we will:
Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.
Do our homework quickly and return it on time.
Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.
Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and ﬁnancial awareness, in order to
understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
that await us in later life.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another
harm through our words or actions.

S

To do this we will:
Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.
Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use oﬀensive language.

SAFETY
Of great Value.

Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible,
whilst travelling to and from school.
Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and
prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.

School Council
Form representatives and pupil councillors form our Pupil Council. In the coming weeks Year 7 and 8 will be electing their
pupil councillors. It was a pleasure this week to hear the speeches in assembly of the candidates that have put themselves
forward for election. It is such an important role within school and a role that will enable the successful candidates to further
develop a number of employability skills which they could some day include as part of an application or job interview. Pupils
will be sent a link on ClassCharts to which they will have the opportunity to vote. I can’t wait for the results!
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit,
character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and
achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils
understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and
a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

112,808

CHARACTER
VALUE

7,354
10,971

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

44,895

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute
to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

38,360

40,048
40,576

36,200
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

Riley Bell

Year 7:		

Max Willis

Year 8:		

Logan Robinson

Year 8:		

Jack Benson

Year 9:		

Adelaide Atkin

Year 9:		

Dan Bond

Year 10:

Lily Featherstone

Year 10:

Felix Jones

Year 11:

Georgie Dawson

Year 11:

Charlie-Rose Linder

Year 12:

Claire Farmery

Year 12:

Harry Cook

Year 13:

Laura Cirstea

Year 13:

Amy James

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Maisie Hughes

Year 8:		

Eloise Kershaw

Year 9:		

Adam Brown

Year 10:

Dagan Garrity

Year 11:

Abigail Hardcastle

Year 12:

Isla McDaid

Year 13:

Ciara Goodwin

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look
at your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of
these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement
Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs C Wright

Mrs A Carlill

Miss G Parkin

07790 987139

07980 702715

07790 987137

cwright@woldgate.net

acarlill@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Mr M Elwers

Mrs H Cross

Mrs S Clark

07790 987131

07790 987142

07790 987009

melwers@woldgate.net

hcross@woldgate.net

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright – 07790 987007 – cwright@woldgate.net
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