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Christmas Photo
Competition
The entries to our Year 6 Festive
Photograph Competition have been steadily
coming in and the quality of these has
been excellent! I am pleased to announce
that the winner is George from St Martins
Primary School, Fangfoss for his creative
capturing of a ‘Christmas Curiosity’wonderful baking George, we love your
gingerbread Christmas tree!! A prize is
on its way to you George- a massive well
done and keep developing those excellent
photography skills!
There are many others in this newsletter for
you to admire.
George – St Martins Primary School, Fangfoss

George – St Martins Primary School, Fangfoss
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Evie – Stamford Bridge

Josh – Pocklington Juniors
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Literacy Matters
Reading: Autumn 2021
Since September, we have worked collectively as a school community to promote
reading and to support our readers to become proficient, engaged, lifelong readers.
We are delighted to share with you the results of our work during the Autumn term,
and our plans for the year ahead.

Phonics
All pupils in primary school are taught to read using phonics. This the principle that all letters represent a sound (or sounds),
and being able to hear and identify these sounds is central to being able to read.
Where pupils struggle to read, it’s highly likely that they don’t understand the phonics ‘code’. In other words, they can’t
identify what sound each letter makes.
To support pupils, we trained four members of our English department to deliver a phonics intervention programme that is
aimed at Lower School pupils. 30 pupils from these year groups take part in weekly sessions, where they recap letters and
sounds and develop their confidence. Pupils taking part in this programme have made five months of progress in just six
weeks.
We hear from one of our Year 8 pupils who has been taking part since September:
Cont. Over
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Reading age (October 2021): 8 years 11 months
Reading age (December 2021): 9 years 5 months
Difference: +6 months
“I’ve being doing phonics intervention since
September. Before, I couldn’t read very well and
struggled with words. Since doing this, I’ve found
reading much easier. I’m much more confident and
now do a lot of reading in English lessons. It’s also
helped me to read the trickier words in Science.
At the beginning of the year, I found reading hard. I
tried to mess around rather than read. Now, I focus
in lessons because I find it easier.”

Comprehension lessons

Athena Challenge
and Athena Club

In Year 9, we have invited pupils to take part in weekly
comprehension lessons with an English teacher. The texts
they read are matched to their reading age, and the lessons
are designed to prepare pupils for the rigours of GCSEs in
all subject areas.

Paired reading
10 pupils across Years 7 and 8 take part in paired reading
with a trained Teaching Assistant. This has been up-andrunning since November, and we’re excited to see how
much progress pupils have made when we complete
STARS reading assessments in a few weeks!

Any pupil in Years 7-9 who has a
reading age significantly above their
reading age was invited to join the
Athena Challenge in the Autumn
term. Each pupils receives a booklet with recommended
reads from five genres: The Literary Canon, The Gothic,
Fantasy, social and political, and modern classics.
Pupils receive merits for every book they read, plus a
special prize once they have read 15 books.

Form reading
Every form in Years 7 to 9 reads for 30 minutes each week.
Currently, pupils in Lower School are reading The Girl or Ink
and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave while Year 9 forms
are reading Touching the Void by Joe Simpson.

PLEASE NOTE: pupils were invited to take part in this
challenge, based on reading data that the school collects.
However, if you would like your child to take part please
contact kmcmurdo@woldgate.net for a booklet and for
more information.
In addition to the challenge, around 30 pupils in each year
group also take part in a book group where they read and
discuss an ambitious text every week.

What’s next?
Disciplinary literacy – the literacy skills needed in each subject area – is the key to success for all pupils. We are working
with specialists within our own community, and with organisations such as the National Literacy Trust, to create an exciting
whole-school plan for disciplinary literacy.
We look forward to sharing our plans in the coming weeks!

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool

Issue 266 January 2022

Page 5

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 266 January 2022

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

14 before 14: book review
All pupils in Lower School have been invited to take part in the 14 before 14 challenge. They have received a bookmark with
a selection of book title. The challenge is simple: can you read 14 books on the list by the time you are 14?
This week, we are reviewing the following book on the list:
Where the River Runs Gold
Author: Sita Brahmachari
Interest age: 11+
ZPD: 6.1
Shifa and her brother Themba live with their dad in Kairos City, on a future Earth
decimated by climate change. Families sign their rights away to the Freedom
Fields organisation that claims to look after them as long as they opt in.
The bees have disappeared and children are used to pollinate crops instead so
people can eat, but when Shifa and her brother are sent away to work, they
uncover a system that is cruel as well as full of corruption and secrets. How can
they escape and make the world a better place?
This is Waterstones Children’s Book Prize winner Sita Brahmachari’s first
dystopian novel and she brings to it all the warmth and personality of her books
set in contemporary times.
If you would like another copy of the 14 before 14 bookmark, please email
kmcmurdo@woldgate.net.

Accelerated Reader… The results are in!
Total words read: 19,844,038
(+3,804,504 over the Christmas break)
Reader of the week: Imogen, P. (8SJW)
Year group leader boards (words read since September)

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

1. 7RPA – 1,245,872

1. 8SJW – 1,590,048

1. 9JMR – 2,521,593

2. 7BER – 1,204,115

2. 8DLN – 981,164

2. 9HTA – 1,717,052

3. 7NTE – 964,855

3. 8BSC – 770,205

3. 9HSM – 1,158,572
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Headteacher’s Welcome

We have a series of key events over the next few weeks. These include our Year
7 Parents’ Evening that took place this week and will be followed by our Year
8 Parents’ Evening and Year 8 Options Evening. The Parents’ Evenings are held
remotely using our Parents’ Evening software.
The school also has, with Parent View, been undertaking a review of the education our school continues to provide through
the pandemic. I am very grateful to parents, especially this week for their kind words and support. I know, especially for our
parents in Year 7 and 8 that we would have welcomed you into school numerous times under normal circumstances – it
is though even remotely, wonderful to hear good news in difficult times and to hear so many children are loving attending
school, making new friends and making great progress.
The Options Evening for Year 8 will be held remotely due to COVID-19, but will be broadcast live with our Head of Lower
School (Ms Minton) and Head of Curriculum and Achievement (Mr Davies) taking parents through the Technical and
Performance options available to our children to study in Year 9. We hope, this will allow children (who will be attending an
option assembly in school) and parents to consider the numerous subject choices available. Maintaining a broad curriculum
is vitally important and we believe these two disciplines, married with our World and Core options in Year 10, provide a wide
subject offer but also ensures our highly able children are challenged early and given the option to pursue their particular
interests.
Year 11 children will also over the next few weeks be receiving their ‘mock’ examination grades. We had confirmation at
the weekend from the Secretary of State for Education that examinations will for all children in Year 11 and young adults in
Year 13 take place this summer. Our Head of Care and Achievement (Mr Sloman) and Head of Upper School (Mrs Atkinson)
will, therefore, be sharing with children prior to February, following children receiving their grades, the Woldgate Tutorial
programme, that will allow pupils to attend a series of additional subject based revision sessions. The programme will start
for Year 11 with a revision planning session, based on their academic performance within their examinations and focusing
upon those areas where they need to improve.
We are also keen to recruit a new Chair and Vice-Chair of our Friends of Woldgate School Association, so if you would
like to be involved in helping to support the school and the vast range of activities available to our children,
Cont. Over
provided voluntarily, from clubs to trips or the new library, then do get in contact via the office.
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Finally, I would also like to thank parents and pupils for continuing to undertake
lateral flow testing at home and for ensuring children wear masks in school. I’m
conscious from my own experience and that of our pupils, that mask wearing
within corridors, social areas and in classrooms is not a pleasant experience,
but we are grateful for your support and do hope the measures are required
short term only. Ensuring your child has a mask (as our supply is limited) and a
full water bottle is especially helpful at this time.
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Key Dates
Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4 January –
Thursday 17 February
Monday 28 February –
Friday 8 April

Do have a good weekend.
Mr J Britton
Headteacher

Summer Term 2022
Monday 25 April –
Friday 27 May
Bank Holiday –
Monday 2 May
Monday 6 June –
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days
Friday 18 February 2022
Monday 25 July 2022
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Lower
School

Ms Minton writes:
It has been a fantastic start to the term in Lower School as we have
considered the idea of ‘New Years Resolutions’ and fresh starts as the
focus of our Lower School Assembly this week. I have challenged pupils to
consider how their actions, time, speech and attitude can shape their own mindsets
as well as those of the community around them. I look forward to seeing how our
Lower School Community put these ideas into action over the coming term.
Thank you to all those who attended our
Year 7 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday. It
was a valuable opportunity to discuss our
children’s progress on a subject by subject
level and I trust that the discussions with
our teaching staff were valuable. We really
do appreciate all our parental support as
we continue to help our pupils transition
into secondary school life and the
aspirational curriculum that we offer here
at Woldgate.
Ms A Minton
Head of Lower School
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Upper
School

Mrs Atkinson writes:
“Nothing meaningful or lasting comes without working hard at it,
whether it is your own life or with people you are trying to influence.”
Rick Pitino
It has been lovely to welcome back all our pupils back to school the buzz during
breaks and lunchtimes is brilliant to see. This week we would like to celebrate the
achievements of our pupils who have gained the most rewards in the last term.
In a time when everything that we do require great perseverance and strength of character and resilience, it is important that
we take a little time to breathe and enjoy the little moments that really matter.
In the first term, Year 9s have received a total of 43,700 rewards, Year 10s with 35,938 and Year 11s with 39,284!
We know that recognizing the achievements of our pupils creates a positive atmosphere within our classrooms and among
families. Everyone loves to receive praise as it builds on self-confidence, and it drives us to achieve even more. I would like
to congratulate the pupils below, but also, every pupil who adds to the positive atmosphere within their classrooms in every
lesson, and who each day, continue to show the diligence and positive attitudes that makes for a warm and
pleasant learning environment for all.
Cont. Over
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Top Year 9s

Top Year 10s

Top Year 11s

Ryan Clarkson
Thomas Holland
Katie Twigg
Sophie Dover
Evie Wood
Jakob Hesmondhalgh
Isaac Oliver
Iona McTernan
Aimee Robinson
Michelle Chi

William Kennedy
Eleanor Taylor
Liam Northcott
Ellen Farmery
Frank Fitzpatrick
George De Vries
Molly Randle
Michael Dunham
Harriet Thompson
Felix Jones

Katie Lee
Michael Goodwin
Eilidh Smith
Daisy Yellup
Olivia Aaltio
Maisie Howard
Freya Wales
Jack McTigue
Thomas Robinson
Abigail Hardcastle

These pupils have shown
outstanding Attitude
for Learning in their
lessons. They have been
awarded 1s for Attitude
for Learning in the most
recent Progress Review.

At Woldgate we continue to challenge our pupils
to achieve their very best. We would also like to
congratulate the following pupils for achieving on
average, 100% or more of their Target Grades in the
most recent Progress Review.

Mathew Bakes
Hattie Ella
Ellen Farmery
Stephen Greatorex
Eva Harris
Alexander Jenkins
Lucy Johnson
William Kennedy
Eleanor Lewis
Daniel Lonsdale
Caitlin Martin
Chloe Massey
Flora Menneer
Zoe Narey
Jessicca O’ Rourke
Emily Neville
Sophie Penfold
Brodie Pooleman
Isabella Shelton
Eleanor Taylor
Katie Thompson
Jessica Town
Ellie Woodward

www.woldgate.net

Lily Featherstone
William Kennedy
Marissa Murr
Jennifer Aguirre Hernandez
Abbie Parris
Caitlin Martin
Evie Walton
Matthew Bakes
Jonathan Peinke
Stephen Greatorex
Eleanor Lewis
Amelia Burridge-Todd
Sofia De Sousa-Moore
Mia Hiner
Daniel Lonsdale

Ellie Pratt
Brodie Pooleman
Alexander Rose
Ryan Harrison
Nathan Harper
Eliodoro Bramley
Jake Martin
Luke Hallam
Felix Jones
Oscar Rose
Stanley Beasley
Pollyanna Busfield Currie
Lilia Smith
Edward Neary
Angelina Langley

“The heights by great men reached and kept, were
not attained by sudden flight, but they, while their
companions slept, were toiling upward in the night.”
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Mrs I Atkinson:
Head of Upper School
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Sixth Form

Miss Smith writes:
The last week has proved to be very busy for our Year 13 cohort; we are
now at the point that all students applying for a university place have
finalised and submitted their UCAS application. Across the cohort we have students
applying for an incredibly diverse range of courses including dentistry, law, nursing,
oceanography, drama and English Literature. Meanwhile, students who submitted
their application prior to Christmas are preparing for interviews and students are
receiving offers on a daily basis.
Having had the opportunity to support students as they
write their personal statements and prepare for university
interviews, I have been incredibly impressed at the careful
thought that our Year 13 students demonstrate as they
discuss their course choices. In addition, it is evident that
our Year 13 students have also worked hard to prepare for
their university courses.
As we look forward to our Year 13 students receiving
more offers over the coming weeks, attention now shifts
to preparing our Year 12 cohort to complete their UCAS
applications. It is particularly important that any students
considering applying to Oxford or Cambridge University or
for a course in medicine, veterinary medicine or dentistry
start to consider their application now, these applications
need to be submitted by 15th October 2022.

@EYSixthForm

Although this deadline seems distant, it is expected that
students applying for these courses undertake preparation
prior to the submission of their application. This preparation
demonstrates commitment to the course, a strong work ethic
and that students possess the analytical and interpretative
skills necessary. In order to ensure that students intending to
apply for these courses are well prepared I will be meeting
students on a 1:1 basis to discuss their interests, answer any
queries and develop personalised preparation plans. I am
also aware that the university application process can seem
daunting and confusing to parents therefore should you
have any questions or queries please do get in touch.
Miss K Smith
Head of Sixth Form

eysixthform
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Winners of the latest 50/50 Club Draws
Congratulations go to Mr and Mrs Skelding
the winner of December’s 50/50 Club Draw.
Friends of Woldgate School would like to thank all who have joined the 50/50 Club.
50% of the money raised is given in prize money to the winner and the remaining
50% benefits the whole school.
Anyone over the age of 18 years, connected with the school is eligible to join.
Information about joining the 50/50 club can be found on our school website
www.woldgate.net and by following the links to the Friends of Woldgate School
page, via the ‘School’ and ‘Parent/Carer’ tabs.

Important Information For Existing 50/50 Club Members
Due to a change in our bank account details, we would kindly ask that all existing
members of the club also read the information on our website, complete a new form
and return a hard copy to finance@woldgate.net. Thank you.
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A family of schools
with shared values

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual
respect and tolerance.
To do this we will:
Always be honest and fair.
Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.
Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.
Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an eﬀective role in our local, national and
global communities.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.
To do this we will:
Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.
Arrive on time for lessons.
Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.
Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our
ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

For pupils in Year 11 that are considering an alternative to
A Levels, I would like to draw your attention to an event
happening at Bishop Burton on Saturday 12th February
10am to 2pm. This is the Bishop Burton T Levels launch
event. T Level are a full-time post GCSE qualification that
blends classroom and real-world experience. You will
have a chance to chat to tutors about the qualification as
well as tour their facilities. Bishop Burton offer T Levels in
bricklaying, plastering, management and administration,
education and childcare and health. Please visit the Bishop
Burton College website to register.

A

APPEARANCE
Of great Value.

R

RESPONSIBILITY
Of great Character.

S

SAFETY
Of great Value.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our
appearance.
To do this we will:
Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.
Wear the correct uniform at all times.
Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.
Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our
achievements, developing our own self-conﬁdence and self-esteem.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own
behaviour and learning.
To do this we will:
Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.
Do our homework quickly and return it on time.
Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.
Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and ﬁnancial awareness, in order to
understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
that await us in later life.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another
harm through our words or actions.
To do this we will:
Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.
Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use oﬀensive language.
Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible,
whilst travelling to and from school.
Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and
prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.

Pupil Council update
Just before Christmas we held elections for our Year 7 and 8 Pupil Councillors. I would like to congratulate Eve B and
Barnaby J for being elected Year 8 Pupil Councillors and Eve B and William U for being elected Year 7 Pupil Councillors. Well
done!

Local Market Information
Local Market Information provides pupils and students with information about different employment sectors in the Hull and
East Riding area. The information will inform pupils and students what jobs there are in that sector in the local area, as well
as provide information about career pathways, salaries and trends in employment. This week, we look at the Health and
Social Care sector
Unsurprisingly, this is a huge employer in the region, with 55,000 people working in health and social care, making up
13% of the region’s workforce. Due to an aging population Health and Social Care is one of the fastest growing sectors in
the UK, with apprenticeships forming an important means of entry and now being offered by almost all employers in this
sector. 84% of employees in the sector in this region are female, and 20% of the workforce are over 55. Employment in this
sector is dominated by the National Health Service, which is in fact the biggest employer in the UK and the 5th largest in the
world employing over 1.7 million people. There will be an increasing demand for employees to meet the needs of an aging
population, providing great opportunities for our pupils in the future
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Types of Job

National
Average Salary

Social Worker

£24,000 to £40,500
£12,500 to £25,000

Residential
Home Manager

£20,000 to £54,000

Pharmacist

£30,500 to £45,000

Midwife

£24,214 to £43,772

Dental Nurse

£18,813 to £30,112

Doctor (GP)

£37,191 to £87,003

Medical Secretary £16,500 to £27,000
Occupational
Therapist

£24,214 to £43,772

Physiotherapist

£24,214 to £43,772

Podiatrist

£24,214 to £37,267

The

Disclaimer Aspire-igen staff have researched the web links referenced in this publication. However, website information can
change rapidly. Aspire-igen does not endorse organisations or accept any responsibility for the content of external sites.

Opportunity
Centre

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 266 January 2022

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit,
character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and
achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils
understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and
a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

141,031

CHARACTER
VALUE

8,764

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

14,664

73,445

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute
to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

52,793

54,585
54,528

48,959

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

46,822

WoldgateSchool

Issue 266 January 2022

Page 16

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Issue 266 January 2022

Newsletter

Of great merit,
character and value

Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

Francesca Ingle

Year 7:		

William Thompson

Year 8:		

Eve Beverley

Year 8:		

Grace Duncan

Year 9:		

Ryan Clarkson

Year 9:		

Eve Donarski

Year 10:

Ben Katib

Year 10:

Felix Jones

Year 11:

Gabriella Giles

Year 11:

Ivy Donohue

Year 12:

Rosie Kennedy

Year 12:

Melanie Sissons

Year 13:

Ciara Goodwin

Year 13:

Laura Cirstea

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Kyle Barker

Year 8:		

Jack Benson

Year 9:		

Charlie Arthur

Year 10:

Harvey Bedford

Year 11:

Thomas Chantry

Year 12:

Isla McDaid

Year 13:

Isabella Aaltio

www.woldgate.net
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Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look
at your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of
these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs L Cavanagh

Mrs A Carlill

Miss G Parkin

07790 987139

07980 702715

07790 987137

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

acarlill@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Mr M Elwers

Mrs H Cross

Mrs S Clark

07790 987131

07790 987142

07790 987009

melwers@woldgate.net

hcross@woldgate.net

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright
07790 987007
cwright@woldgate.net
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