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A very warm welcome to all the Year
6 pupils who visited for Creative
Arts Day on Monday. We look
forward to seeing Year 6 again
for Intake day next Wednesday!

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

Woldgate School & Sixth Form College

NEWSLETTER
‘Everything

you do should be worthy

-

o f g r e at m e r i t, c h a r ac t e r a n d va l u e .’
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Tales by the Flare & Glow
Gold Arts Award student, Claire Briggs writes:

O

n Wednesday, Woldgate’s
Year
9
Youth
Theatre
performed their final pieces
to a live audience. This year I am
extremely proud to have led Youth
Theatre as part of my Gold Arts
Award, which has allowed me to
become more involved in directing
performances at the same time as
enabling me to engage with younger
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pupils, something which I have thoroughly enjoyed.
During the Performance six individual groups performed a short piece
based on stories from the ‘Grimm
Tales’ books. The pupils had been
working on these pieces for almost
ten weeks, and demonstrated a vast
improvement in both the drama
Issue 60

and performance skills since they
embarked on the project back in
March. Throughout this time, I have
had the privilege of seeing each
individual grow in confidence, at the
same time as seeing new friendships
develop. On Wednesday night, every
member of Youth Theatre
performed to the best
Continued on page 4...
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Headteacher’s Welcome

I

n September 1958, Woldgate School opened its doors and
provided secondary education for the town of Pocklington.
Previously, as I understand, pupils would have continued to
study at our local village primary schools or parents would
have needed to pay for private education.

The Secondary School was originally established for about 500
M r J B ritton
boys and girls. The first Headmaster was Mr Vaughan. Since it
H
was first opened, Woldgate changed into the local school for
the area and now has around 1100 pupils. The school would, in later years, also
be awarded special status in the area of “Performing Arts”.
eadteacher

The original school motto celebrated the distinct education the school sought
to bring. The original motto in Latin, stated that children’s actions should be
worthy, of great merit, character and value.
I remember early in my first year as Headteacher meeting one of my predecessors, Mr Brown, who spoke at great length and passion about the school,
its history and how as only the fourth Headteacher in the school’s history, I
should understand the school’s founding principles, as well as looking ahead
to the exciting future I had planned for Woldgate College, as it was known at
that time.
Mr Brown was, of course, right. Every week, as we continue our journey as a
school, I am privileged to be part of a community with wonderful pupils and to
work with colleagues who are absolutely committed to raising expectations
and doing their best for our pupils. To walk into a classroom where a wellplanned lesson is being delivered, to see each child known as an individual,
to see pupils engaged and excited by learning is the key to our success. I am
also pleased with our staff appointments for September 2016, as we received
numerous applications from highly experienced colleagues who will bring
stability in key subjects. The quality of teaching and learning is, therefore, as
fundamental now, as it was in 1958.
In 1958, the school also sought to build a community, to enrich pupils’ education and to broaden their experiences. Last year, when my colleagues gave of
their time to establish a clear ethos statement for the school, they echoed
these key principles and often talked about how we should aim to provide a
holistic education. We are, therefore, as a community, building on our many
strengths and successes, but at the same time changing.

Key Dates
Summer Term
6th June - 22nd July 2016

Autumn Term 2016
7th September - 21st October
31st October - 16th December

Spring Term 2017
3th January - 16th February
27th February - 7th April

Summer Term 2017
24th April - 26th May
5th June - 21st July

Staff Training
Days
25th & 26th July 2016
5th September 2016
6th September 2016
17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

We must, of course, constantly challenge our pupils to excel, nurture aspiration and strive to cultivate a lifelong love of learning in our young people,
while ensuring we provide a creative, safe and caring environment where
every child is known and cared for as an individual. At this stage in our journey,
it is now important to build upon our success to date and continue to create
a climate where every young person has the opportunity to thrive as they
develop in personality, character and intellect and become a highly successful
learner and individual.
I look forward to the introduction of our House system and over the following academic year we will, as a community, continue to recognise, celebrate,
and create new opportunities for our young people. The incorporation of our
traditional motto into our school emblem may look back to those founding
principles, but it also charts a course for our work over the years to come.
Do have a good weekend.

Social Media
Find us on Facebook Badge
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Follow @Woldgate
https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/
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Headteacher’s
Award
Year 7
Ross Tweedie
Lily Creaser

Year 8
Victoria Frazier
Yasmiine K atib

Year 9
Harrison Michaels
Rebecca Mill

Year 10
Harris Bowman
Maya Sunley

Pocklington Treasure Hunt
Last Friday saw our walking Treasure Hunt take place as the second
Friends of Woldgate event . It was
lovely to see the enthusiasm of the
teams taking part and the occasional rain shower did not manage to
dampen spirits. The different questions took participants on a loop of
Pocklington and teams were invited
to complete four different challenges, with bonus points awarded
for those completing everything in
the fastest times.
On returning to Woldgate, participants rewarded themselves with
refreshments, including ice cream
supplied by Swirls, and were able
to have a go at our Tombola stall.
Feedback was excellent with many
people commenting they had found
out a lot about the history of Pocklington whilst taking part in such
a family activity. Congratulations

to the winning teams and a huge
thanks to the following people who
all donated items for this event:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pocklington Arts Centre
Wolds Tea Rooms
Burnby Hall Gardens
Dalby Forest
Francis Scaife
Energi Trampolining
Flamingoland
North Yorkshire Moors Railway
Allerthorpe Park
Sainsburys, Pocklington
The Box, KP Club
Langlands Garden Centre
Celebrations
Forths
Wolds Glamping
York City Football Club
David Hendry
Lynne Dinsdale

UNIFORM SHOP
The Woldgate School uniform shop will be open on Tuesday mornings
from 10 to 12pm and Thursday afternoons from 2.00 pm to 4 pm
during the summer holidays starting on 16th August 2016, for
current Year 6 and Year 9 pupils to buy the new uniform .
Other year groups are welcome to come in at these times to
place an order for the new uniform which will be placed with

September. The
6 to 8 weeks .

our uniform suppliers during the first week in
delivery time for orders placed is approx .

Year 7 Rounders
The Woldgate Year 7 Rounders team are East Riding Champions!
On Thursday 30th June, Woldgate’s Year 7 Rounders Team competed in the annual East Riding Rounders tournament at South Hunsley School.
The girls have been training hard all season and were looking to build upon previous victories in a number of fixtures.
In the group stages of the competition the girls’ demonstrated excellent organisation and communication when
fielding, preventing the other schools scoring many rounders. With that came some superb batting skills, hitting
into deep field and scoring 9 rounders in one of their games. The team came first in the group and were through to
the final, against a talented Hessle team. It was a close game, however, the team persevered and played with great
teamwork. Aimee Harper was the last batter and Woldgate needed one rounder to win. She demonstrated her ability to perform under pressure and was triumphant in scoring a full rounder, winning the match for Woldgate School.
The team voted their player of tournament, Rose Ella and the most improved player, Molly Cousins.
Mrs Fox Nicholls voted Aimee Harper player of the tournament and Caitlin Green as the most improved.

Friday 8th July 2016
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Summer Soiree

Youth
Theatre

Next Thursday, 14th July, is
our Annual Summer Soiree .
This year we are delighted
to be joined by pupils from

Stamford Bridge
Pocklington Junior
Schools, who alongside our
own Year 7 pupils, will be
both

and

performing repetoire from

‘THE BIG SING’ which they
all took part in this week.
See you there!

(We hear the sun is coming out!)
...from front page. of their ability,
allowing the show to run smoothly
without mistakes, and consequently
enabling the audience to see for
themselves all the hard work and
commitment the pupils themselves
had given to the project. In addition, the performance exhibited the
great amount of new techniques
the pupils learnt during the weekly
sessions, these included; conscience
circles, chair duets and some stage
fighting. Such techniques would

not normally be shown to pupils
until GCSE level, however, I felt the
pupils demonstrated so much talent
for drama, that I was confident they
would be able to perform them with
both confidence and skill.
Overall, Youth Theatre has been
an incredibly worthwhile project
for both myself and pupils. I have
looked forward to work with the
pupils every week and they made me
particularly proud on Wednesday

night, as a result I hope the pupils
continue to be involved with drama
based projects and therefore
demonstrate their clear talent for
this art. In the future, I do hope to
work with these pupils again as they
have shown undeniable energy and
passion for the subject, something
which I myself also share.

Creative Arts Day
On Monday 4th July we welcomed 140 year 6 pupils for their first experience of Woldgate School. It was an active
day of PE and Performing Arts sessions with pupils enjoying Danish Longball, High Jump, Dodge Ball and Athletics
before moving on to Drama, Dance, Samba Band and Singing. We were impressed at how engaged the pupils were in
all activities. It was also an opportunity to try out the Food 4 Thought Café with many positive comments received.
The pupils were helped along by our ‘Buddies’ who will also help out on the Transition Day and will continue to offer
support in September. The day finished up with a rousing sing-a-long in the Hall and all agreed that it had been a
great introduction to Woldgate School!
We look forward to seeing the pupils again for their transition day on Wednesday 13th July where they will meet
their Form Tutor and do some more sample lessons.

Care & Achievement
Co-Ordinators

Please Share
If you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the
community with us, then please feel free to email Mr
Wall at: ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net
Mr S Butcher
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Mrs C Wright

Mrs R Bourne

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Lower School

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
Upper School

C are & Achievement
Co -Ordinator
S ixth Form

07790 351283

07790 351281

07790 351276

www.woldgate.net

SUMMER

SOIRÉE
JULY 14TH
2016

FESTIVAL
STYLE
(SIT ANYWHERE, BRING A CHAIR/BLANKET)
SPECIAL GUESTS INCLUDE:
ARTS
ACADEMY

ER MUSIC HUB:
MUSIC’S COOL

STAMFORD
POCKLINGTON
BRIDGE PRIMARY JUNIOR SCHOOL

£4 ADULT
£3 CONCESSIONS
AVA I L A B L E O N T H E D O O R

7PM
F
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Sixth Form

Mrs Lawson Writes:

O

n Wednesday our Year 13 students celebrated their
time at Woldgate Sixth Form with a fantastic leavers
prom held at The Hospitium in Museum Gardens,
York. The venue was absolutely stunning and students were
joined by staff to enjoy an evening of great food, and a lot
of dancing! The class of 2016 have been a privilege to know.
They are a wonderful year group with a lovely range of
M rs K L awson
personalities, and they value each other for those qualities
H
S
F
that make them different, as well as the qualities that bring
them together: a passion for life, a love of learning and a great sense of
humour. Credit for the evening must go to the Senior Prefect team, who
organised every aspect of the event with precision and care.
ead of

ixth

Key Dates
S

u m m e r

Te

r m

2016

16th July
Malawi E xpedition Leaves

orm

One of the most enjoyable parts of the evening was the ‘Awards Ceremony’.
It was wonderful to see students collecting their awards, which were voted
for by their fellow classmates. There were over twenty different categories,
ranging from ‘Most Likely to Win an Oscar’, to ‘Best Dressed’, to ‘Most Likely
to be a Billionaire’. As always with our students, the evening was full of fun
and laughter, and was a fitting end to their time with us.
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Upper & Lower School

Key Dates
S

u m m e r

Te

r m

2016

Year 7

Mr Sloman Writes:

O

ver the next few weeks, our Lower School pupils
will receive their Progress Reports for the year.
These reports provide a colourful summary of their
progress throughout the year across all their subjects, as
well as their attitude to learning in class and towards their
homework. They also state each pupil’s attendance to date,
M r L S loman
together with comments from the Form Tutor and Head of
H
L
S
Care & Achievement. This report is therefore an invaluable
summary of each pupil’s progress and achievement across
an entire academic year.
ead of ower chool

12th July
Parents’ Evening

Year 9
14th July
Arek Hersh Visit
20th & 21st July
Enterprise Day

Key Dates
S

u m m e r

Te

r m

However, the Progress Report is also an essential tool in helping pupils to
reflect upon their learning and progress, and in setting their targets for the
future. When pupils receive their report in form registration, they carefully
read through the report identifying areas of strength and areas where
improvement can be made, and these are noted in their Pupil Planner. This
information can then form the basis of focussed targets and discussions
between pupils, parents and teachers. The Progress Report therefore plays
an important role in helping our pupils to review their progress, and to
ensure they continue to make excellent progress into the future.

Ms Longstaff Writes:

T

his week has remained rather busy for Year 10 pupils
as they make last minute preparations for their work
experience taking place next week.

2016

Year 10

Work experience is an important part of becoming ‘workplace-ready’, enabling pupils to gain skills that will help
them to stand out to potential employers in future years
M s A L ongstaff
H
U
S
as well as ensuring they select the most appropriate career
to become involved with. A prospective employer will look
favourably on the effort taken by pupils to obtain work
experience as it helps to equip them with the softer skills such as team
working, communication skills and even the beginnings of having some
commercial awareness.
ead of

11th - 15th
Work E xperience Week
20th July
Prison Me No Way

pper

chool

One of the best things about undertaking work experience is that it gives
pupils the chance to try different things before committing themselves
for a long period of time. If they have a particular career path in mind
and can secure work experience in that sector, they will have additional
knowledge which can help inform future choices about further education
and training.
Hopefully our Year 10 pupils will make the most of their opportunities
next week and I cannot wait to hear all about their adventures in the ‘real
world’ when they return!

Friday 8th July 2016
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Bus Transport to Woldgate School from Bubwith, Holme-uponSpalding Moor and Market Weighton in September 2016
We are now able to supply you with information regarding the H1 and B1 bus services. These services provide transport to those of our pupils from outside our catchment area, specifically those in and around Bubwith, Holme-upon-Spalding Moor and Market Weighton.
The charge for travel on these buses is currently subsidised and stands at £550 per annum. Payment to secure a bus
pass is either in full, or by instalment. To secure a place on either bus you are invited to fill in an Application Form,
sending this to school with the first instalment of £70, due by 20 July. Information has been supplied to all children
who currently travel on these buses, but please contact the School Office should you require further information.

Year 12 Business Studies Visit to London
On the 4th and 5th July, Year 12 Business Studies students visited the Capital
to learn more about the City of London and why branding and packaging is so
vital to a business’ success. Students experienced a two hour guided walk of the
financial district which started in Paternoster Square next to the Stock Exchange
and finished outside Lloyds of London. Other highlights included, the Mansion
House, the Bank of England, the Rothschild building, the Walkie Talkie building,
the Gherkin, the Cheese grater and the City of London Guildhall. The following
day students also got a chance to visit the Bank of England Museum where many
struggled to lift a bar of gold bullion, before they were faced with a challenge to
control inflation with the use of quantitative easing and interest rates.

Key Dates
S

u m m e r

Te

r m

2016

Whole School &
Transition
13th July
Year 6 New Intake Day

We also visited the Museum
for Packaging and Branding
which was very interesting,
not only because it showed
how packaging could convey
and develop brand identity
but also because it provided
a visual record of social
economic history. Our museum
guide used the example of
Camp Coffee to illustrate this,
can you spot the subtle change
and explain why?

14th & 15th July
Year 6 Activity Days
14th July
Summer Soiree
20th - 22nd July
Activity Days
22nd July
School Walk

The student’s behaved impeccably and were a real asset to the school and I would like to thank them, Mr Smith,
parents and all other members of staff who supporting me in making this trip
such a big success.
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Woldgate School & Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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Miss Russell
Business Studies

A family of schools
with shared values
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