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Lower School

Ms Minton writes:

‘Tuesday’ by Alison Carr

I hope everyone had a restful Easter break and an opportunity to spend
important time with friends and family. As we commence this term, I
would like to thank parents for their continued support in ensuring pupils are well
equipped for school, wearing the correct uniform. Uniform and equipment lists can
be found on the school website. We believe that having high expectations in these
areas create a positive and purposeful learning environment, ensuring our pupils
are equipped to succeed. Please do speak to your child’s Care and Achievement
Coordinator if you have any queries regarding this.
It was brilliant to hear from our Drama teacher Mrs Chapman, that in her recent visit to York Theatre Royal, she had the
pleasure of seeing two of our Lower School pupils perform in York Youth Theatre’s performance of ‘Tuesday’. The play
centres on an ordinary Tuesday that suddenly turns very weird indeed when a tear rips across the sky over the school yard.
Not only that, but it starts sucking up pupils and staff while at the same time raining down a whole new set of people. I
caught up with Amelia and Imogen to find out more:
Amelia:
Imogen and I are part of the York Youth Theatre. Recently we were in a play called Tuesday. The play is about parallel
universes and we played twins called Ash and Magpie. We performed on both a Thursday and a Saturday and it was
really exciting!
Imogen:
Taking part in the play was a really good opportunity; we made lots of friends and it was so fun! It was scary at first
but once we started acting, I wasn’t nervous anymore and I would definitely do it again!
A brilliant achievement girls- we are proud of your talents in this area! Keep up the great work!
Ms Minton
Head of Lower School
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ART
Year 7—Jim Dine inspired
Scissors and Utensils biro crosshatching drawings.
Year 7 have completed a Still Life project recently and
explored shape, tone, bottles, distortions and reflections.
One of the tasks, inspired by Jim Dine, was to draw scissors
and use biro cross-hatching to add detail , texture and
tone. For homework, they completed some studies of
kitchen utensils and cleverly used their skills and knowledge
to produce this superb work.

Jim Dine

Ruby Carr

Dorothy Shevington

Arlo Brown

Suki-Mai
Bahari Connor

Billy Warrior

Ben Sissons
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Ruby Carr

Jim Dine

Mattie Smith
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Sam Turner-Chaplin
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Year 8—Robert Indiana inspired
AutoPortrait and Figure 5 pieces.
Year 8 have recently completed a Pop Art project and they
explored the work of Lichtenstein, Warhol and then Jasper
Johns and Robert Indiana. Robert Indiana used pattern and
colour to create his iconic images and the pupils used a
variety of materials including collage to explore his style
and produce their own exciting work.

Gracie Hara
Sam Vasey

Katie Greensted

Ethan Lynch

Evie Lusby
Martha Whittaker
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RE—The Sacrements

Mrs Shearing writes:
Year 10 who are completing the GCSE course in Religious Studies have been looking at the Christianity and Ethics side of the
GCSE course and have recently began studying some key Christian topics such as, the Trinity, Creation of the universe, the
incarnation, salvation and suffering and evil. This week the class moved on to looking at the key Christian Sacraments and
why these are important and significant. To help them remember key teachings and understandings they have completed
their own classroom display in T9.
In the GCSE exam they may need to answer such questions as:
•

Outline three features of a Catholic Eucharist

•

Explain two reasons why baptism is important for most Christians. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom
and authority

•

"You don't need to take the sacraments to be a good Christian"
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In April, Mrs Geary and Mrs Charlton
had the privilege of performing Rossini’s
Petite Messe Solennelle with York
Musical Society. It was wonderful to
have as the Soprano soloist, former
Woldgate School pupil, Katie Wood. We
asked her to share some thoughts about
her singing journey as it may inspire
our pupils to continue to follow their
musical dreams:
My love for singing started from a really young age in
primary school when I auditioned for the school choir in
Stamford Bridge. I had no idea I could hold a tune and just
wanted to follow in my brother and sister’s footsteps in
being in the choir as it was just the ‘thing to do’.
I ended up having many treble solos and my love for
singing begun. As a young pupil in Year 7 at Woldgate I was
eager to make my mark in the Music Department from day
one! It started when I auditioned for Les Miserables. As a
little fish in a big pond it was really unnerving and I slowly
learnt that there will always be someone as good as or
better than you.
I had a huge diva side to me and was determined to do my
best!! I started to be really involved with the school choirs
and really enjoyed singing various pieces in concerts and
services. I lived and breathed music. A lot of my friends
thought I was boring or even strange but it didn’t really
bother me because I had the support from the music staff.
At the age of 14 I joined
Yorkshire Young Musicians
with the recommendation
from Mr Trevaskiss! I was
successful in my audition
singing Strauss’s ‘Allerseelen’
and playing the flute (badly!).
I enrolled with YYM and
attended Leeds College of
Music every Sunday; my
parents were incredible with
this as they sacrificed a day of
their weekends to transport
me there and stay in the cafe
until I was done!
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When I reached 17, I was ready to audition for
conservatoire. A natural progression from YYM was to
audition for the Royal Northern College of Music (RNCM). I
auditioned and it was one of the most nerve-wracking days
of my life! I was lucky enough to see friends of YYM who
had already progressed to studying there so I already felt
welcomed. I sang Allerseelen again and gave a monologue
from Jim Cartwright’s ‘Little Voice’. When the second round
of names came up in the foyer my dad held my hand and
walked me up to the list. My name was at the top! I ran
into the RNCM refectory and grabbed my music and just
shouted to my mum ‘I’m through!!’ Then ran to my second
audition.
I was fortunate enough to gain a place on the Vocal and
Opera Studies course at Royal Northern College of Music
and it was the best 4 years of my life. I met friends for life
and I was privileged to have training from world renowned
singers, language coaches, performance coaches, acting
coaches and many more. Conservatoire is a very strange
place for a young person and as I look back years later
I would have waited a little bit longer to go, simply for
my voice to mature and to experience the industry to
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familiarise myself with the massive personalities you can
meet along the way!
My final recital was amazing. I worked every hour and really
put my heart and soul into every piece. I was living in a flat
in Manchester at the time and I was struggling with a lot of
personal issues but this personal goal absolutely pushed me
forward and made me get out of bed. I wrote the words to
one of the pieces down the corridor of my flat so whenever
I went to bed or the kitchen I’d be reading the words. It was
‘Place Settings’ by Jeremy Nicholas which was very Victoria
Wood inspired so extremely wordy!! I also sang ‘Allerseelen’
all those years later.
I managed to achieve the top mark for my final recital
despite a lot of people doubting or trying to feed negative
thoughts to me. When I left RNCM I went into the ‘normal
life’! I met my lovely partner and to pay the normal
mundane things I took a job that I absolutely hated! I
was one of those awful people who rang up asking if you
had a PPI repayment! I left the job (after a short period of
time) and found myself in Reed Specialist Recruitment.
Here, I was able to explore my other skills and I realised I
had a flair for business too. I worked my way through an
apprenticeship with Reed and eventually made the decision
to move back to York.
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home from work and sit at my piano and just sight read
a mainstream song. I have learned that if you choose to
make music part of your career, you can choose whichever
path you want. I choose to make it a hobby and part of my
enjoyment alongside my business career.
I’m now in a lovely village with my partner and border collie
(Wallace). I sing with YMS and have recently partaken in a
gorgeous concert with them. I’ve sung in loads of concerts
since leaving RNCM and have networked with a lot of
musicians. I have sung throughout my business career so
far and it’s something that I really cherish because it’s a
different bow to my string. I’ve sung with the Academy of
Ancient Music, Yorke Trust, City of Manchester Opera and
many more.
If I were to be booked for a job now, my main points would
be: turn up on time, know your part and be courteous.
If I were to be asked about why I love singing, my answer
would be is that I just love the release of control. Once you
let go as a performer and actually just enjoy the music and
feel exactly what the composer has written, you will give
the best performance you’ve ever given. If you concentrate
or think/over analyse too much, you’re bound to make
mistakes. I love to sing too because it brings joy to people.

My singing will always be there and it’s a part of me. It’s
something that releases endorphins for me even if I come

Music is life itself

Louis Armstrong

Accelerated Reader… The results are in!
Total words read: 36,720,744 (+3,114,794 since last week)
Reader of the week: Astrid (8SJW)
Form of the week: 8SJW

Year group leader boards (words read since September)

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

1. 7BER – 2,391, 85

1. 8DLN – 4,573,682

1. 9JMR – 2,908,986

2. 7RPA – 2,076,398

2. 8SJW – 3,708,491

2. 9HTA – 1,876, 746

3. 7NTE – 1,451,514

3. 8BSC – 2,201,160

3. 9HSM – 1,158,572
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Headteacher’s
Welcome

I do hope you had a good Easter holiday and found time to enjoy the sunshine with
family. The weeks ahead will be busy in school as we support our children and Sixth
Form students in their final weeks, prior to the commencement of examinations.
It was truly wonderful to see so many pupils and Sixth Form students attending taught sessions during the Easter holiday
period. I am very grateful to colleagues who volunteered to lead these sessions following the pandemic and to our parents
for encouraging your child to attend. The feedback I received when in school was really positive and hopefully the additional
tuition will have proved useful. This in addition to our day at York University will have hopefully helped all commence with
revision, although I’m conscious the majority started weeks ago, especially in prioritising and focusing on those areas that
remain a priority.

Revision for Year 11 and Sixth Form students in Year 13.
It might be helpful for parents to be aware of the few observations made by colleagues at York University and at Easter
School. We are seeing in our children, as we’d expect, a concerted effort to revise and prepare for examinations. It is, as
would be expected, a challenging time for our children following the pandemic and I know many naturally remain worried,
especially our Sixth Form students who did not sit their formal examinations at the end of Year 11. In school we will work to
provide that support but if you do have any queries then please speak to your Care and Achievement Coordinator. Generally,
the few observations made related to the type of revision being undertaken by our children and a difference between some
pupils in the time being invested. It was noted that some are focusing in their home revision on areas of strength - this is
not unusual, as it does build confidence but parents may wish to speak to their child to ensure areas of weaknesses are
prioritised. Generally, pupils and students are working hard, but in some instances, the time spent on revision and the
quantity of the revision does differ. As a guide, two hours per evening would be the norm for most. I, like my colleagues, was
so very impressed by all and our children should take confidence from all they have achieved to date.
Cont. Over
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Reading Week
Next week is our Reading Week and I am really looking forward to celebrating
a good read. Children in Lower School are reading every week with their tutor
and in English lessons. You will (if you have not already) be receiving a reading
report home, following requests from parents for more detailed progress
information. It is great to see how are children are progressing and how their
reading age is accelerating allowing them to access more complex texts, expand
their vocabulary and preparing for subject based texts at GCSE and A-Level. The
greatest challenge for all though remains selecting books that challenge. The
joy of reading is not just limited to a particular genre or author, but in finding
great books that introduce new words and structure. Parents will be aware
from primary school, how children would normally progress through bands
– selecting books based on a level. A visit to a bookshop or library is a great
way of raising this challenge at secondary school and introducing your child
to more complex texts. Ideally, they should need your support, as they read to
understand new vocabulary, so although they have progressed onto secondary
school, the journey to becoming an advanced reader is only just beginning.
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Key Dates
Summer Term 2022
Monday 25 April –
Friday 27 May
Bank Holiday –
Monday 2 May
Monday 6 June –
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days
Monday 25 July 2022

Do have a good weekend.
Mr J Britton
Headteacher

Notices
Pocklington Town FC
Parents and carers – is your child interested
in playing football for Pocklington Town’s
Under 13s team this upcoming season? This
would be current Year 7 pupils. They are
looking for 3 to 4 new players to bolster their
ranks. If you are interested please contact
Dan Hudson on 07807 331978
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Upper
School

Mrs Atkinson writes:
Year 11 visit to York University – a grand success.
A day of aspiration, independent learning and personalised support was
the experience that Year 11s had on their visit to the University of York. Pupils came
prepared with their revision guides, exam style questions, revision booklets prepared
by staff and materials to complete flash cards and mind maps!
Pupils said that it was great to have the day to focus on areas that they knew needed attention. They said that they loved
the independence to work with their friends and be supportive of each other. They found the personalised work done by
staff in the smaller, focused sessions,
invaluable, and found that their
understanding of key aspects was
accelerated.

Key information
»

Year 11 Woldgate Tutorial – Maths – Wednesday May 4th

»

Year 11 Woldgate Tutorial – Science – Wednesday May 11th

»

Year 11 Parent Celebration Evening – Thursday May 12th

»

Year 11 Leavers Celebration – Friday 13th May

We are thankful to Mr Sloman for
organising the trip and to the staff
who supported our pupils on the day.

»

Year 10 Parents’ Evening – Wednesday May 18th

»

Deadline for orders of Hoodies – May 31st – Cost £20

Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School

»

Delivery of Hoodies – June 23rd

»

Year 11 Prom – Friday July 8th- By invitation only – Cost £4

We had the opportunity to have our
lunch outside in such a beautiful and
inspirational setting. It felt like they
belonged there! It’s always with much
pride when we return from trips and
can say how brilliant our pupils were.
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A Night at the Theatre
A promise of a bar of galaxy chocolate was all it took for
me to accept an invitation from Mrs Chapman to support
our pupils on a Theatre Trip to the Grand Opera House
in York to watch Blood Brothers! Like it was on our first
trip to watch Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, I had no idea of the
stories being told, but for both, an evening spent with our
outstanding pupils, was an evening well spent!
It is always with great pride that we say that “these are
our pupils and that we are from Woldgate School”. The
exemplary behaviour from our pupils and the gratitude
that they show to staff for supporting them is always
heart-warming.
For trips to happen, hours of planning and preparation
take place. On behalf of all the staff and the pupils, I
want to extend a huge thank you to Mrs Chapman for
organising the trip, and for her continued enthusiasm
with which she engages her Drama pupils. Thanks also
to the staff who gave up their evening after a full day at
work, to support with the trip. These are the experiences
and memories that our pupils will forever cherish. I know
that I will.
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Sixth Form

Miss Smith writes:
As part of House Enrichment Day last term,
the Sixth Form were due to participate in an
afternoon of activities including zorbing and
inflatable assault courses. Unfortunately, the
date of House Enrichment Day collided with the
arrival of Storm Eunice, as a result we had to
postpone our afternoon’s activities. Fortunately,
we were able to rearrange and re-scheduled
our activities afternoon for the final week of the
Spring term in the hope of warmer weather and
as a way to celebrate the hard work of the Sixth
Form over the previous term.
Activities included archery, football skills, combat archery – a form of
archery this involves shooting arrows at the opposition as they shelter
behind obstacles, bubble football and tug of war. Bubble football, which
involves players wearing a large inflatable over their head and upper
body and knocking your opponents over, very quickly proved to be a popular sport. The game involves players bouncing down
the pitch and somersaulting if they are hit with enough force. In addition to proving great fun, bubble football also proved to
be quite a workout with many students reporting aching core muscles over the following days.
Miss K Smith
Head of Sixth Form

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Issue 278 April 2022

Page 13

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Newsletter

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Issue 278 April 2022
Of great merit,
character and value

Issue 278 April 2022

Page 14

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Newsletter
Mr Barrett writes:

SOCIETY
Of great Character.

Skills for Life update
As part of the Skills for Life programme at
the school, pupils focus on one of six key
skills per half term. These are skills that
have been highlighted by employers and
industry bodies as vital skills for the work
place that young people often lack. It is
hoped that by focusing on these key skills
over a young person’s time at Woldgate
they will stand out from the pack when it
comes to applications and interviews. The
focus for this half term is problem solving.
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Of great Merit.
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A family of schools
with shared values

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual
respect and tolerance.
To do this we will:
Always be honest and fair.
Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.
Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.
Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an eﬀective role in our local, national and
global communities.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.
To do this we will:
Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.
Arrive on time for lessons.
Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.
Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our
ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

A

K

Careers update

APPEARANCE
Of great Value.

R

RESPONSIBILITY
Of great Character.

This week, the update is for any pupils,
students or parents/carers that would like
more information around post 16 options.

S

SAFETY

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our
appearance.
To do this we will:
Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.
Wear the correct uniform at all times.
Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.
Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our
achievements, developing our own self-conﬁdence and self-esteem.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own
behaviour and learning.
To do this we will:
Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.
Do our homework quickly and return it on time.
Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.
Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and ﬁnancial awareness, in order to
understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
that await us in later life.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another
harm through our words or actions.
To do this we will:
Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.
Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use oﬀensive language.
Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible,
whilst travelling to and from school.

Traineeships webinar 12/05/22: This
Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and
Of great Value.
prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.
session will provide information on what
traineeships are and who might be suited
to a traineeship. To register your interest –
go to May in the events calendar on https://amazingapprenticeships.com/events-calendar/

Local Market Information
Local Market Information provides pupils and students with information about different employment sectors in the Hull
and East Riding area. The information will inform pupils and students what jobs there are in that sector in the local area, as
well as provide information career pathways, salaries and trends in employment. Over the last term, we have focused on a
different sector each week. This week, we provide an overview of the Humber sector, including links for further exploration.
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MEMORY L ANE

As we continue to speak with the growing number of Year 11 pupils about
joining the Sixth Form here at Woldgate School we thought it would be
appropriate to share a photograph taken a few years ago, but this millennium,
of our Sixth Form students.
The Sixth Form pastoral team can be seen at the back.
If you recognise anyone (or yourself) please get in touch and let us know what
you are up to, we always want to hear how well our ex pupils are doing.
office@woldgate.net
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit,
character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and
achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils
understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and
a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

243,379

CHARACTER

17,010

VALUE

29,303

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

165,560

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute
to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

103,091

102,699
106,482

92,695
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

Lola Higson

Year 7:		

Ruby Rushmer-Broome

Year 8:		

Anya Howard

Year 8:		

Jack Benson

Year 9:		

Freya Warwick

Year 9:		

Faith Atkinson

Year 10:

Joshua Richards

Year 10:

Freya Huby

Year 11:

Katie Lee

Year 11:

Ivy Donohue

Year 12:

Georgie Brown

Year 12:

Tom Horwood

Year 13:

Ffion Jones

Year 13:

Mia Katib

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Luke Wise

Year 8:		

Sam Halligan

Year 9:		

Felix Sorensen

Year 10:

Hannah Hewitt

Year 11:

Olivia Aaltio

Year 12:

Sam Lazenby

Year 13:

Rose Ella

www.woldgate.net
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Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look
at your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of
these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs L Cavanagh

Mrs A Carlill

Miss G Parkin

07790 987139

07980 702715

07790 987137

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

acarlill@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Mr M Elwers

Mrs H Cross

Mrs S Clark

07790 987131

07790 987142

07790 987009

melwers@woldgate.net

hcross@woldgate.net

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright
07790 987007
cwright@woldgate.net
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