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Now, I normally do these things purely for fun, but since the start of the pandemic, working in schools and speaking with
people that are close to me I was made aware of the charity ‘SEED’. My guess was, and is, that many of you have never heard
of the Hull based charity. So, my over-thinking brain started ticking and I came up with a very simple idea: I will do this local
walk to raise awareness of, and money for, this amazing local charity.

But what is SEED?
SEED stands for ‘Support and Empathy for people with Eating Disorders. They offer a service to support, advise and
signpost sufferers, carers and loved ones appropriately (SEED have even designed a Secondary School Educational
Package).
Anyway, back to the walk. Starting at Millington, along with a pack of hardened walkers, I set off toward Givendale. I soon
realised that there were no extra signs to help me with my lack of navigational skills. Suddenly walking solo, and despite
living in the area for most of my life and having completed the route more times than I have been on holiday in the last twoand a-bit years, I had no idea if I needed to turn left or right as I headed towards Bishop Wilton. Luckily, I could see a person
in the distance in a very bright top. Taking my chances that they knew the way, I put my running legs to use and caught
them up. From here the route headed to Kirby Underdale and then into Thixendale. Letting the legs, go I set off down the
Valley and I soon arrived at the Village Hall to a friendly face handing out jelly sweets. Thinking I knew the way, I jogged on.
Big mistake (Tortoise and the hare moment)...my sense of direction failed me. Not to worry. With an extra mile added on,
and another new friend made along the way, who worryingly was using me as navigator, we eventually made it to the picnic
site. Tea, snacks and after a chat with Guides volunteer Allison, I headed off and made my way back to where I started. With
aching legs, a smile on my face and even a bit of a tan, it was time to put my feet up and have a brew before hobbling back
outside to welcome in other walkers.
A big thank you to the
Guides for putting on this
event, and an even bigger
thank you to everyone
who has sponsored me.
Next year you could join
me? I promise to not ask
you to run but cannot
promise perfect navigation
and no extra miles.
https://www.justgiving.
com/fundraising/HelenCross12
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DRAMA
Mrs Chapman writes
GCSE Drama Scripted Performances
Just before we broke up for Easter, our Year 11 Drama pupils performed their final ever performance for GCSE Drama. Each
group of pupils is asked to select a play and to select and perform an extract from this script.
Pupils performed a range of material including A Handbag, by Anthony Horowitz (best known for his Alex Rider series for
children), Girls Like That and Pronoun by Evan Placey and DNA by Dennis Kelly and covered topics ranging from gender
identity to bullying, online safety and the power of theatre and saw our pupils perform in a range of styles.
Pupils were nervous and excited in equal measure, spending the morning with the technician rehearsing their lights, music
and sound and in the afternoon performing for an audience of younger GCSE pupils and their peers.
Each and every one of our pupils did themselves proud! It’s one of my favourite points in the school calendar. What were
nervous or unskilled Year 7s, which feels like 5 minutes ago, and after years of study, rehearsing and weeks of hard work and
dedication, they are finally allowed to shine.
We would ordinarily have an examiner come into school and watch these performances to grade the pupils, but in our postpandemic world it was the eyes of the rolling camera we had to be aware of… and now those very special recordings are on
their way!
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Theatre Visits
This year our pupils in Years 8–11 have had opportunity to take part in two theatre
visits. One in November to see The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and
again in April to see Blood Brothers which is the set text at GCSE. Both of
these productions made a big impression on our pupils. The first being so
imaginative and creative in its style, the second moving several of us to tears
(Miss Parkin included!).
As always our pupils did us proud, we
received positive comments from the
venue and members of the public who
were so impressed by their mature
and respectful attitude in the theatre.
We are currently planning our
next outing to take place in the
next academic year. A production of
Shakespeare’s Othello performed by the
wonderful physical theatre company
Frantic Assembly and I’m sure there’ll be
many more to come!

Enrichment
Pupils who’ve been attending Performing Arts Enrichment each
Wednesday after school are now working towards a performance of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory which will take place on Tuesday
19th July at Pocklington Arts Centre!! Mr Schofield has been
working very hard teaching us all the songs, the pupils
are busily learning their lines and attending extra
lunchtime rehearsals with us both, and we’re all
extremely excited!
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In Lessons
For the GCSE examination Year 9s have been studying
Blood Brothers and also writing about Live Theatre.
For their performances they have been learning a range of
skills and studying a variety of styles. They really enjoyed
learning exaggerated movement in the study of masked
theatre and have recently been getting their teeth into
political and social issues for their study of Brecht and Epic
Theatre, as well as for the creation of performances in the
style of T.I.E. (Theatre in Education).
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Monday 16th May

Choir
Monday lunchtime
12:25pm in T1
ALL year groups

Orchestra
Wednesday Period 6
(After School)
3pm–4pm in T2
ALL year groups.
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Key Dates
Summer Term 2022
Monday 25 April –
Friday 27 May
Bank Holiday –
Monday 2 May
Monday 6 June –
Friday 22 July

I learnt something new this week about
Shakespeare. I had until now, never realised
that allegedly the play Macbeth was carefully
Staff Training Days
crafted to show allegiance to the then King and
Monday 25 July 2022
by default, ensured that Shakespeare’s productions
(that had previously fallen out of favour with the crown)
could continue, providing long-term financial stability. It is these
moments, in those lessons where the knowledge shared is so powerful that it
changes your view of matters, for instance my perception of Shakespeare has now changed, as I realised how his work was
influenced by the politics of the day. Links with History only deepen my desire to understand more about the period, his
work and the time in which he lived. It is these moments when visiting lessons,I become engrossed in the content and am
truly fascinated and desperate to pull up a chair and join the class.
The curriculum and content we teach, as I have mentioned before, defines the knowledge our children will hold, the
development of their vocabulary and ability to truly understand the world around them. It is exciting in all of our subject
disciplines to see such detailed, thoughtful and careful planning being taught with such passion.

Prom
It has been wonderful this week to talk to children and young adults, about the return of the Prom. A traditional celebration
of the achievements of our young people as they progress onto Sixth Form, a career or apprenticeship. I am sure both
events will be truly fabulous and it is a joy to be returning, after COVID-19, to experience some of those key events that
make our community so special.

Woldgate Speech Day
This year, we will also be creating a new event, to be led by Mr Sloman, to celebrate the achievements of our children
in partnership with York University. Our event, with guest speaker, will, I’m sure, be very special with awards presented,
wonderful music and performances. We will be sharing more details later and we believe this occasion will help enhance
what would have been our Summer Soiree event. It would also be wonderful if any local choirs, drama companies or
musicians would like to be part of the evening, as has happened historically.
Do have a good weekend.
Mr J Britton
Headteacher
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Lower School

Ms Minton writes:
“Reading is the gateway
skill that makes all other
learning possible”
Barack Obama succinctly communicates the
vital importance of reading for our young
people today. It holds the key to broadening
horizons and shaping futures.
Last week, we spent some time in lessons, through our ‘Drop
Everything And Read’ initiative, allowing pupils to immerse
themselves in their books. Lower School pupils took this in their
stride and it was great to see them so quick to pick up their books.
I would like to say a special well done to pupils in Year 7 and 8
who have read over 1 million words so far this year—an incredible
achievement! Hannah in Year 8 is even at the 2 million markincredible effort Hannah! We hope that the Book Vouchers you
received last week will send you on your way to getting your next
million!
Ms Minton
Head of Lower School
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Transition Update
We are very excited this week to send
out our Welcome Packs to all Year 6
pupils joining us in September. The packs
contain a wealth of information to get
children prepared for secondary school
life, including a link and login details to
our Transition Website. This website hosts
welcome videos, subject based transition
activities, quizzes and lots of other useful
documents like Frequently asked Questions
and our guide to Enrichment Activities.
We will also be holding a number of
transition days in school on the penultimate
week of the Summer Term and more details
about these days will be shared soon. We
hope our Year 6s enjoy receiving their packs
and getting stuck into some of the activities.
Please do also follow our @WoldTransition
Twitter account for regular transition
updates.
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Reading Week
Over the past two weeks, we have been promoting reading for pleasure through
DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) time and rewarding pupils for their commitment
to reading and taking Accelerated Reader quizzes.
Research shows that reading for 20 minutes a day provides the biggest progress in reading skills. So everyday from the
3rd – 6th May the school bell rang and pupils across the school were asked to read – whatever subject they were in! We
would like to encourage these habits to read for pleasure and also for pupils to see the links between reading and learning at
Woldgate School.
Here are a few photos from across the school this week:

Also, in Literacy lessons in English, pupils visited the library and were encourage to choose a book from the selection which
matched their recent STAR Reading result. This test provided a ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development) score by which the
majority of our books in the school library are categorised. This should help them find their ‘Goldilocks’ book’ – one that is
not too easy or not too hard and help them to make reading progress.

Please encourage your child to read at
home and, when they’ve completed a
book, to take the quiz on Accelerated
Reader.
Click Here

Over the page are some book reviews from our Year 7 and 8 pupils to help you find your next great book:
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Harry B – Year 8

A good book that I have read is in a set
written by Beth Garrod. The sets are called
Super Awkward. It has three books in the
set and it’s all to do with things being
awkward and going wrong. The Blurb on
the back says: What could go wrong? Oh yeah, that’s right,
absolutely everything”
They are funny books and easy to understand. You should
definitely read them.

In this book the Swallows (John, Susan,
Titty and Roger) have to capture the
Amazons’ (Nancy and Peggy Blackett)
ship to decide who will lead the attack
on the pirates’ (Captain Flint/Uncle Jim’s)
houseboat to make him walk the plank. This book is filled
to the brim with adventure on land and the high seas,
exploration of Wildcat Island and survival through storm
and shine with the help of the natives on the mainland who
give them food and drink. So if this type of book is your
style, why not give it a read?

BL: 5.1 - AR Pts: 12.0
BL: 5.1 - AR Pts: 15.0
I also enjoy reading books about my
favourite hobby such a skatebording. I like
the ones with really good skateboarders
doing tricks. You can find skateboard books
that are really interesting in skateboard
shops or you can look on line. Ones that
talk about where it came from are super
interesting and the ones which tell you how to learn from
famous skateboarders like Tony Hawk.

Layla C – Year 8
The Witch’s Boy is a book set in a fantasy
land where magic is not just a myth. Ned,
the main character, is called The Wrong
Boy all his life as his father saved him in an
accident when he was younger instead of
his twin brother. Ned’s long journey takes him through the
dark woods as he discovers the truth to his family’s, as well
as Aine’s (his new companion), past. This book shows the
hardships of grief and the toll it can take on the mindset of
some people.
BL: 6.4 - AR Pts: 12.0

Accelerated Reader… The results are in!
Total words read: 40,290,892 (+1,138,244 since last week)
Reader of the week: Fin W (8BSC)
Form of the week: 8BSC

Year group leader boards (words read since September)

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

1. 7BER – 2,490,910

1. 8DLN – 5,186,857

1. 9JMR – 3,069,188

2. 7RPA – 2,156,712

2. 8SJW – 3,758,748

2. 9HTA – 2,077,598

3. 7NTE – 1,827,131

3. 8BSC – 3,179, 058

3. 9LCH – 1,238,654
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Upper School

Mrs Atkinson writes:
“At the end of the day, it’s not what about what you have or even
what you’ve accomplished. It’s about what you have done with those
accomplishments. It’s about who you’ve lifted up, who you’ve made better.
It’s all about what you’ve given back.”
Denzel Washington
Miss Cross joined us in September and
has been nothing but impressive in all
that she does, not only for Year 11s but
for any child who requires her support.
She is using her love of running and keeping fit to raise
funds for the Charity SEED, which offers support to
young people with Eating Disorders. This weekend she
completed the Wolds 20. On behalf of all at Woldgate,
we would like to thank you, Miss Cross, for the support
you offer to our young people and for raising awareness
and money for this Charity.
We kindly ask for you to support, if you can by following
the link:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Helen-Cross12
Please also see the article on the front cover
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Jake M—Awarded Match Ball—
Stamford Bridge Senior Cricket
I can hear the cheers, the clapping and then see the changes on the
score boards from my garden but I have no idea what it all means. For
the Cricketeers this weekend, it meant a win and to know that some
of our young pupils played a part in that, is a cause for celebration! I
am always grateful for families to share their child’s participation and
accomplishments in extra-curricular activities with us—thank you Mrs
M.
Jake plays for Stamford Bridge Cricket Club and has moved up to the
U15 Junior Team this season. However, he has also started to play
for the Seniors, in the club’s 4th Team. During a 4th team match Vs
Pocklington CC, Jake had an outstanding day as a bowler! Stamford
batted first and posted 136 all out in a 40 over a side game. Jake then
opened the bowling when Pocklington batted.
Jake soon took his first ever senior wicket and then kept taking them,
finishing with amazing figures of 7 wickets for 21 runs, as Stamford won
by 19 runs. Congratulations to the rest of the team, including the other
young Woldgate pupils!
Jake was presented with the match ball at the end of the game!
Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School
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Revision Schedule
On behalf of all the staff, we would like to wish our Year 11 pupils the very best for their exams. We know that they have
worked hard and that they will continue their exam preparations in lessons and in the planned revision sessions that staff
have prepared for them. Please note that Year 11s do not have ‘study leave’. Pupils are expected in school full time during
the exam period. Pupils must continue to bring revision materials to all their lessons. Where there is not an exam, revision
sessions will be taking place as per schedule, for pupils studying that subject. All other pupils will be expected to follow their
normal subject timetable. Staff will be in their teaching rooms ready to support your child with exam preparation.
Please ensure that your child is in school on time, with all the necessary equipment in a clear pencil case/wallet,
identification badge that was issued to them and their exam timetable. Please note that pupils must not have a mobile
phone or a watch of any kind with them in the exam. They will be reminded of expectations and exam conditions before the
sessions - it is of utmost importance that they follow the invigilators’ instructions.
We know that this is a stressful time —we are hopeful that all the planning, preparation, and support that your child has
received from you and from staff, will relieve some of this stress and they will go in their exams with confidence and will do
the best they can. Keep reminding them how brilliant they are - we will too.

Week Beginning – 16/05/2022
Date

Level

Subject

Timings

Monday – 16/05/2022

GCSE

Biology

P3–5

Tuesday – 17/05/2022

GCSE

ICT GCSE

P2–3

Tuesday – 17/05/2022

GCSE

English Language GCSE

P4–6

Wednesday – 18/05/2022

GCSE

History Paper 1

P3–5

Thursday – 19/05/2022

GCSE

Drama

P2–3

Thursday – 19/05/2022

GCSE

Mathematics

P4–5

Friday – 20/05/2022

GCSE

Business Studies

P2–3

Friday – 20/05/2022

GCSE

Geography

P3–5
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Sixth Form

Miss Smith writes:
As this year’s A Levels
commence it is lovely
to hear our Year 13 students
reflecting on their time at Woldgate and
reminiscing over the previous seven
years. In addition, as a member of staff
who only joined Woldgate in January, it
is lovely to hear stories from staff across
the school that reflect the personal
journeys of our students, hear the pride
with which they speak of our Year 13
cohort and the very warm wishes that
they have for their future.
To ensure that these memories are shared with students
these well wishes will be shared at a small celebration this
week during which we will come together, as a community,
to recognize the contributions of our Year 13s throughout
their time at Woldgate and wish them well for their exams
and beyond. In addition, please find below just a very small
selection of the well wishes and good luck messages that I
have received from staff over the previous weeks.
Miss K Smith
Head of Sixth Form

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform
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To do this we will:
Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.
Arrive on time for lessons.

TARGETS

Year 9 update

Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.
Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an eﬀective role in our local, national and
global communities.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.

T

As part of the Skills for Life programme at the school, pupils focus on one
of six key skills per half term. These are skills that have been highlighted by
employers and industry bodies as vital skills for the work place that young
people often lack. It is hoped that by focusing on these key skills over a
young person’s time at Woldgate they will stand out from the pack when
it comes to applications and interviews. The focus for this half term is
problem solving.

H

Of great Character.

M

A family of schools
with shared values

To do this we will:
Always be honest and fair.
Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.

SOCIETY

C

NG P
A

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual
respect and tolerance.

S

Skills for Life update

NI

NERS

Mr Barrett writes:

R

RT

STARS Update

REACH
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Reach for the STARS Posterv6 copy.pdf
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Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.
Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our
ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

Y

CM

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our
appearance.

MY

CY

CMY

K

A

To do this we will:
Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.
Wear the correct uniform at all times.

APPEARANCE
Of great Value.

Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.
Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our
achievements, developing our own self-conﬁdence and self-esteem.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own
behaviour and learning.

R

To do this we will:
Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.
Do our homework quickly and return it on time.

RESPONSIBILITY
Of great Character.

Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.
Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and ﬁnancial awareness, in order to
understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
that await us in later life.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another
harm through our words or actions.

S

To do this we will:
Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

SAFETY
Of great Value.

Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use oﬀensive language.
Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible,
whilst travelling to and from school.
Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and
prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.

This half term in their STARS sessions, Year 9 are completing a unit centred
around the British Values theme of democracy. Pupils are taking a look at politics in the UK and are exploring the nature of
the different national political parties. This follows on from their Year 8 study of local democracy and the work of councils.

Careers update
Calling all students who are potentially interested in engineering!
I would like to let you know about the BAE Systems
Engineering Taster Week. BAE Systems provide some of
the world’s most advanced, technology-led defence,
aerospace and security solutions. They employ a skilled
workforce of 89,600 people in more than 40 countries.
Working with customers and local partners, they develop,
engineer, manufacture, and support products and systems
to deliver military capability, protect national security and
people, and keep critical information and infrastructure
secure.
The Engineering Taster Weeks are aimed at developing
young people’s perceptions of engineering whilst providing
a unique insight into the world of aerospace and aviation.
The main activity of the week will be a group engineering
challenge where the students will try to solve a realistic

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

engineering problem. Alongside the group activity there
will be talks from BAE Systems engineers and skills
development workshops. The 2022 Taster Weeks are
scheduled for:
•
•

Monday 11 July to Friday 15 July 2022
Monday 18 July to Friday 22 July 2022

Both weeks will follow an identical timetable and will take
place online. All students who are 16-18 years old at the
time of the taster weeks can apply and the application
window will be open from the end of April 2022. Visit the
website link address below for more details
https://www.baesystems.com/en/our-company/
education/engineering-taster-week/air-sector
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MEMORY L ANE

This week’s photo is from 1982. You can see the houses opposite the school in the background.
What interests me about this photograph is the change in uniform standards we have seen in
previous years—certainly no trainers allowed now. But also, I went to school in the East Riding at
this time. I expect many people in this photograph to be of my generation. I am going to a school
reunion later this month and I expect to see many old school friends with who I have lost touch
with.
If you recognise anyone in this photograph or you see yourself, please get in touch and let us know
where you are now and what you are up to.
office@woldgate.net
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit,
character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and
achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils
understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and
a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

257,224

CHARACTER

18,724

VALUE

31,195

TOTAL
HOUSE
POINTS:

178,740

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute
to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

109,970

109,561
114,428

99,101
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

Ewan MacPherson

Year 7:		

William Thompson

Year 8:		

Oliver Peacock

Year 8:		

Niles Barber

Year 9:		

Chloe Delaney

Year 9:		

Charlie Arthur

Year 10:

Tommy Rawlings

Year 10:

Oliver Mundey

Year 11:

Jessica Easton

Year 11:

Toby Bramma

Year 12:

Harrison Banks

Year 12:

Leah McManus

Year 13:

Isabella Aaltio

Year 13:

Joe Slater

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Toby Mann

Year 8:		

Lewis Glover

Year 9:		

Matthew Chapman

Year 10:

Alexander Rutherford

Year 11:

Luke Williams

Year 12:

Sam Lazenby

Year 13:

Flo Fitzpatrick

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look
at your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of
these values in everything they do.
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Of great merit,
character and value

Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs L Cavanagh

Mrs A Carlill

Miss G Parkin

07790 987139

07980 702715

07790 987137

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

acarlill@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Mr M Elwers

Mrs H Cross

Mrs S Clark

07790 987131

07790 987142

07790 987009

melwers@woldgate.net

hcross@woldgate.net

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright
07790 987007
cwright@woldgate.net

www.woldgate.net
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