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unique characters and a sense of humour that I had to get
used to very quickly. I will forever be grateful for their care and
support and all the tips that I was given in order to survive my
training! They taught me well and so I stayed!
Last Friday, we celebrated with the Year 11s at the Prom. As
their Head of Care and Achievement for two years and then
as Head of Upper School for the last three, I could not have
asked for a better evening to say goodbye and thank you, to
them and their families! It filled us with great pride and joy,
to watch them arriving in their beautiful outfits, surrounded
by their families and friends. The evening was lovely – the
beautiful countryside setting and the indoor decorations by
Mrs Wright and her team, were just stunning! The smiles on
their faces, as they enjoyed the swings, the rides, the sunshine
and each other’s company, was just lovely.
And then there was the dancing! Music really does bring
everyone together – from the very shy and the ones who had
never danced in public, to those whose experience on the
dance floor was evident. We really did have a ball and my sore
feet at the end of night are always a sign of a great evening of
dancing!
I know that the pupils had a great time and ‘they did not want
it to end’. I am grateful to those families who have written to
us to express their gratitude and to let us know that their child
and their friends had a great evening and that they had made
great memories!
We would like to thank Mrs Melemendjian and Ken Webster’s
Builder’ Limited for supplying the sweets, a great act of
kindness. Thanks to all the pupils and families for making it
a lovely night for all the staff and a personal thank you from
me, for the lovely memories.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Upper
School families for your continued support of the school.
Miss Hull and her team are already working with your child
and making plans to ensure that they continue to have a
happy and successful time at Woldgate.
Mrs I Atkinson
Head of Upper School
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Beamish
Beamish Museum tells the story of the Industrial Revolution
from the 1800s to the 1900s, as well as life for people in
Britain during the Second World War and afterwards. The
museum features a range of exhibits and reconstructed areas
that pupils were able to explore, and they were able to see
for themselves how people would have lived throughout this
exciting period of history.
On Tuesday, a group of pupils from Year 8 took part in a History Department visit to Beamish Museum in County Durham.
Throughout the day, pupils visited areas such as a 1900s Town, complete with terraced houses, a Co-op, bank, bakery and
pharmacy, and were able to explore the lives of people at the turn of the century in towns. They were then able to compare
this to the lives of those living in Pit Villages in the same period, with cottages belonging to mine workers, a village school
and a Church, which was the heart of village life in the 1900s.
Throughout the day, as pupils moved between the 1820s Old Hall, to the 1900s
Pit Village and on to the 1940s Town, the changes between time periods became
apparent. This very real experience of change allowed pupils to reflect what they
had learned in the classroom this year, and consider how the lives of ordinary people
were affected in this short period of time.
Pupils also took part in an activity
organised by the Museum, in which they
explored the death of a mine worker,
James White, looking at the causes of his
death and ways that this could have been
prevented through a range of changes.
During the Summer Term of Year 8, pupils have focused on the Industrial Revolution, studying life for a range of people
during this period, including child factory workers, the health of those living in towns, voting reforms and the campaign for
women’s rights during the 19th Century. Tuesday’s visit to Beamish Museum has complimented this very well, providing
pupils with a rich sense of period which will continue to be of use and relevance in Year 9 when studying the First and
Second World War.
Several times throughout the day, members of the public
commented on the exemplary behaviour of pupils. We are
incredibly proud of them, and this was great to hear. Our
thanks therefore go to pupils for their conduct, and to parents,
carers and staff for supporting such a valuable learning
experience. We very much look forward to the possibility of
running this trip for Year 8 pupils in the next academic year.
Mr Williams and Miss Shepherd
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Headteacher’s
Mr Sloman writes:
Welcome
This week, in my first days as
Headteacher of Woldgate School, I have
had the privilege of meeting pupils and
parents across a range of evenings and
events. I would like to say ‘thank you’ to
everyone I have met and spoken to for
their kindness and support. I am looking
forward to meeting all parents and
carers over the coming months. I know
that a great school is built on the trust
and partnership with its students, pupils
and parents, and I am looking forward to
working with you to further strengthen
this relationship over the coming year.

Year 6 Transition Days
On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday we welcomed our
Year 6 pupils into school to support them in their transition.
It was wonderful to see our new pupils making new friends,
taking part in activities and looking forward to September.

Year 8 History Visit to Beamish
On Tuesday, some of our Year 8 pupils visited Beamish
Living History museum, as part of their History studies
around the Industrial Revolution and life in the 19th
century. Our pupils were fascinated by the buildings and
artefacts in the museum, and I was pleased to see how well
they worked together in the activities. I was proud, but not
surprised, when I was approached by multiple members of
the public (and a member of staff) to tell me how polite and
considerate our pupils were.
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Year 7 Welcome Evening
On Tuesday evening, Mr Macdonald and I welcomed our
Year 7 parents into school to talk about what to expect in
Year 8. It was lovely to meet so many pupils and parents,
particularly after such a difficult period, and I look forward
to welcoming pupils and parents back into school for more
evenings and events next year.

Annual Awards Evening
On Thursday, we celebrated our Annual Awards Evening
at York University’s Central Hall. This prestigious event
recognises and celebrates those pupils who have
particularly excelled in one of our School Values, or in
House points. During the evening, pupils and parents
listened to a number of musical and drama performances
by our pupils. We also listened to a fascinating talk from
York Chocolate Story about the vital role of chocolate in
our local history. Finally, our pupils each stepped onto
the stage to receive their award, to the applause of proud
parents and school staff. Our pupils and parents had a
great time, and I am already looking forward to next year’s
Awards Evening.
I am looking forward to the coming year, when we can
continue to build upon these experiences and events for
pupils; to enrich their education, develop their confidence
and their understanding of the world. Thank you again for
kindness and support, and I look forward to working with
you over the coming year to ensure your children receive
the best possible education.
Mr L Sloman
Headteacher
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∙ The Brilliant Club ∙
Join the Club!
Last week, 10 pupils from Year 8 attended a graduation ceremony at the University
of Manchester. While the idea of graduating is nearly a decade away for most Year
8s, these pupils have already produced work that would earn top marks at any
university.

What is The Brilliant Club?
In March, pupils signed up to take part in The Scholars’ Programme, which is run by a charity call The Brilliant Club. The
Brilliant Club arranges for PhD tutors to work in schools with a small group of pupils. Pupils attended weekly universitystyle tutorials that were designed to teach them about areas that aren’t on the Key Stage 3 or GCSE curriculum. The
tutor – Charlotte Bartle, from the University of Hull – is an English specialist. She taught the pupils about literary
theory, exploring Marxist, Feminist, Ecocritical and Postcolonial literary theory. There were discussions about gender
representation in fairy tales and nature in dystopian literature. It was remarkable to watch pupils talk so knowledgeably and
confidently about aspects of Literature that are normally explored at university.
Pupils completed weekly short assignments in order to prepare them for their final task: a 1500-word essay! The word
count appeared daunting, at first. However, pupils worked independently to produce an assignment about a text and
literary theory of their choice. Despite the challenging nature of the task, pupils demonstrated incredibly resilience. They
submitted their assignments on time and every pupil was awarded a 2:1 or a first. This is an incredible achievement!
Once marks were confirmed and awarded, pupils attended a graduation ceremony – along with other pupils across the
north of England – to celebrate their hard work, determination and success. We would like to congratulate all pupils
involved and we look forward to The Brilliant Club becoming part of our regular enrichment offering at Woldgate School.
We are also delighted to share the work of every pupil involved. Their assignments reflect – not only the knowledge
they acquired – but the essay-writing skills, resilience and timekeeping that they developed throughout the eight-week
programme.
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Finley – B – awarded a 1st
This essay will focus on an extract from The
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. Collins
said that she was inspired to write The Hunger
Games by the Greek myth Theseus and the Minotauri. The ideas in this myth mirror the ideas
in The Hunger Games. While the myth is about
two characters, The Hunger Games shows a clear
distinction between the classes; it is about the upper class showing their power by picking people
from the districts and putting them in an arena to
kill each other until there is only one person left
standing. The most appropriate literary theories
to consider when analysing this text are Marxist
theory and Ecocriticism; these two theories have
been selected because it could be argued that social
class is a key theme and because it is a dystopian
novel, nature is likely to represent life while the
absence of nature is likely to represent death. Literary theory is an idea that affects people’s views
on the text they are reading, such as Marxist theory is about the struggle between the upper class
and the working class. Usually, a reader will see the
text differently when they apply literary theories.
Ecocriticism is the study of literature and environment from an interdisciplinary point of view (in
The Hunger Games, exploring nature links to the
exploration of social classes), where critics analyse
the relationship human beings have on the environmentii.
In this extract there is a clear evidence of Marxist theory. The setting shows the difference of power between the districts and the Capitol. The reader
sees this through the quotes “our part of district 12,
nicknamed the Seam, is usually crawling with coal
miners heading out to the morning shift at this
hour.” The verb “crawling” is normally associated
with insects, suggesting that these people are an
annoyance to the Capitol. Therefore, the working-class in society are presented as a constant,
unwanted nuisance.
The description is developed further, with the
coal miners being described “with hunched shoulders, swollen knuckles, many who have long since
stopped trying to scrub the coal dust out of their
broken nails, the lines of their sunken faces”. The
adjectives “hunched”, “swollen” and “broken” show
that they have poor lives and are suffering. The semantic field of pain perhaps shows that the poor
are portrayed as useless. It also shows that the
job is physically demanding and has broken their
mindset as they don’t benefit from their hard work.
The coal, likely, ends up at the Capitol. This can be
seen as a representation of Capitalism: every district has been set a certain job, but everything they
do benefits the Capitol.
This sacrifice is best represented through the

reaping system, where two people from each District get placed in an arena and must fight to the
death. People of all ages suffer; however, “the poor
get[ting] the worst of it”. The poor get picked to
take part, while those in the Capitol see this as entertainment. Poor people dying for the entertainment of rich people presents a key Marxist idea:
the poor don’t have a choice in how they live and
are undeservedly treated badly.
On the other hand, the reader will feel that the
people in the Capitol are horrible and don’t care
about the districts and they are selfish. The quote
“from the far-off city called the Capitol”, geographically tells us the Capitol is far away from the
districts, but it could have a deeper meaning such
as maybe that the citizens of the Capitol are much
higher up in the world. Collins presents this juxtaposition between the Capitol and District 12 to
criticise those with power and wealth.
Marxist Theory, particularly the representation
of the working-class, is shown in the quotation
“when I wake up, the other side of the bed is cold.
My fingers stretch out, seeking Prim’s warmth but
only finding the rough canvas cover of the mattress.” The description of the “rough canvas cover”
suggests people can not afford nice sleeping areas
as they share beds, and they are all in one room.
However, the juxtaposition between the “cold” bed
and “Prim’s warmth” reveals that Katniss values her
family over material possessions, therefore presenting her as selfless. This view contrasts with the
description of the Capitol, perhaps showing that
Collins is criticising those in power while highlighting the humanity of those in need. Collins’
background (her father was in the US Air Forceiii)
makes her viewpoint credible: she uses her experience of war to criticise inequality in society.
An ecocritical reading gives a similar view
to a Marxist one: the working-class can’t access places that are full of useful resources.
Katniss’ house is positioned between the seam and
the meadow, which is important as it tells the reader that she could gain power because she is able
to access the meadow, which means that she can
get resources. The fact that she is in the middle
of these two places could represent that she has a
chance to grow in society.
There is no life or nature within District 12,
which shows that, from an ecocritical point of
view, shows that there isn’t much hope in the District. Further, it could show that the district is almost dead. We see this through the quotation “but
today the black cinder streets are empty. Shutters
on the squat grey houses are closed.” The references to “black” and “grey” show that there is little to
no colour in the districts, and it is old and dreary.

This makes the reader think there is no life in the
districts and makes us feel bad as the people are
isolated from nature. As they aren’t part of nature,
they can’t experience the benefits that nature provides.
There are, however, references to nature. Collins
writes that “trespassing in the woods is illegal”. The
“woods”, a representation of nature, contains useful resources. By preventing the people of District
12 from accessing these resources, the Capitol –
which represents the upper-class – prevents them
from moving up in the world.
In literature, nature often represents life. However, Collins writes that only “a few brave souls”
enter the woods and “always close enough to run
back to the safety of District 12”. The people are
described as “brave” as entering the woods comes
with severe penalties. While there are still life and
resources in the woods, the penalties for trying to
obtain them are severe. Nature still represents life,
but the Capitol have portrayed it as dangerous. If
the citizens of District 12 could enter the woods,
they would become stronger. By presenting the
“safety of District 12”, the Capitol are trying to
maintain the mindset that District 12 gives them
everything they need. The woods, which provide
food and everything they need, could make the
people of District 12 strong enough to rebel. By
depriving the people of nature, they are also being
deprived of curiosity and the potential to embrace
where their curiosity takes them. While the representation of nature can be interpreted eco critically, by depriving the working-class of power and
resources we can also view this through Marxist
literary theory. This makes the reader feel bad for
the citizens of District 12, who represent the working-class, as we do not get deprived from things we
need or want, and we can enter woods and do what
we want as we have the rights to experience these
types of things.
By applying Marxist and ecocritical literary theory to The Hungers Game, it highlights the true
meaning of the text and why Collins wrote it. On
first reading, it appears like a fantasy dystopian
novel. However, it could be argued that there is
a deeper meaning to the novel. By exploring nature and social class, Collins could be warning the
reader about not treating people with respect and
equality. This is something that is also important
in Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman. By
focussing on nature, the reader can see that District 12 represents death and darkness because the
citizens don’t have access to the experiences and
resources that nature provides.

i

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjlu9OIj-v3AhUBolwKHT6-Cs4QFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhatcanilearntoday.
wordpress.com%2F2012%2F03%2F03%2Fwhat-inspired-suzanne-collins-to-write-the-hunger-games%2F&usg=AOvVaw3cB-yfR4rhF1DcFBlVTVzr, 19th May 2022

ii

Ecocriticism: An Essay – Literary Theory and Criticism (literariness.org) 26th May 2022

iii

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwirz9Lrgpn4AhWHSMAKHcHPC0wQFnoECAgQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmediaroom.
scholastic.com%2Ffiles%2FTime-Collins-Nov2013.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3FhfITrIp7lsiQSy3U_XtK
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Joshua D – awarded a 1st
This essay will focus on applying literary theories to Little Red Riding Hood by Roald Dahl.
The earliest written version of Little Red Riding
Hood was from 1697 and was inspired by the African Tale, The Wolf and The Kids. The original
message of Little Red Riding Hood was a warning
to women (for women to stay inside and never go
out without a man) The message of Roald Dahl’s
Little Red Riding Hood is that women don’t need
men’s help and that they are strong too – this is
a direct contrast from the much earlier versions.
The text will be explored using different literary
theories, which simply means a way of reading a
text with an idea in mind. The most appropriate
literary theories to apply to this text in some people opinions are ecocritical and feminist. These
theories have been selected because, firstly, Little
Red Riding Hood is set in a natural environment.
Secondly, the older versions of Little Red Riding
Hood were sexist and unequal. It could be argued
that Dahl challenges this outdated view of gender inequality but, in particular, the unequal representation of women.
Roald Dahl uses ecocritical literary theory to convey his view that humans are an invasive species. The wolf can be interpreted as
‘nature’, with Grandma – who could be seen
to represent humans, in general – representing
how society is invading and destroying nature.
This is highlighted in the quote “as soon as Wolf
began to feel that he would like a decent meal”.
By referring to humans as “a decent meal”, Dahl
positions nature as more powerful. However,
this contradicts the view that humans have had
throughout history: we consider ourselves to be
the top of the food chain. Humans, through technology, have placed themselves in this position. In
this text, there is evidence of an anthropocentric
viewpoint because humans invade the animal’s
habitat, kill the wolf and then wear the wolf. This
shows that the humans consider themselves to be
above nature, which is how it is seen today in society. However, in other versions such as Charles
Perrault’s Little Red Riding hood, the wolf ends
up killing both the grandma and Little Red Riding Hood but ultimately, the wolf still gets killed
showing that humans are on top of the food chain.
While there is a clear anthropocentric view,
there is evidence that Dahl is criticising this view.
The quote “then added with a frightful leer I’m
therefore going to wait right here” shows us that
nature isn’t going anywhere and is just going to
wait for the grandma and Little Red Riding Hood
– who represent humanity in general – to give up
which is what women were seen to do: a link to
feminist literary theory. Furthermore, some people
may suggest that Roald Dahl is portraying humans
as arrogant because they are saying that they are
never going to give up to something that will outlive them.
However, there is far more evidence to suggest
that people are presented as superior to nature in
the poem. The wolf is humanised through anthropomorphism (most evidently using direct speech).
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The humanised version of the wolf is shown as
weaker in the extract which could lead the reader
to conclude that Roald Dahl is trying to suggest
that humans are stronger than nature and, in this
instance, nature is the ‘wolf ’. In modern society,
nature is weaker than humans which agrees with
the extract. Also, the people are taking over nature through things like deforestation, the humans
there are overthrowing the trees or nature and
fishing is another example, people are catching
and killing the fish to eat them portraying nature
as weaker than mankind.
Roald Dahl also uses feminist literary theory to
challenge stereotypes about women. This is highlighted when Little Red Riding Hood “whipped a
pistol from her knickers”. The noun “knickers” is
normally used to describe women’s underwear. This
reference to women’s clothes is juxtaposed with the
“pistol”. The word “pistol” is associated with warfare and, for years, only men could fight and defend
themselves. Warfare is linked to both mental and
physical strength, qualities that have – throughout
history – been associated with men. Perhaps Dahl
is challenging this view. By juxtaposing female
underwear with references to weapons, he is suggesting that women can be stronger than men. By
referencing female underwear, “knickers”, Dahl is
perhaps showing that women don’t have to dress
or act like men to be considered strong.
In response, the wolf says, “I’m going to eat you
anyway”. If we consider Little Red Riding Hood
and the wolf to represent men and women, in general, this line could suggest that men could attack
women, even when they try to make themselves
appear stronger. Given that the wolf dies in this
version, the wolf ’s statement highlights its arrogance and, therefore, the arrogance of men in
general.
The final line – where Little Red Riding Hood
shows off “My lovely furry wolfskin coat” – again
challenges gender stereotypes. By wearing a “wolfskin coat”, Little Red Riding Hood is showing
off her victory, with Dahl emphasising that she is
stronger than the male character. Again, she is described in stereotypically female clothes (like the
“knickers” from earlier” to show that women don’t
have to dress like a man, or be like a man, in order
to be considered strong.
The setting also challenges gender stereotypes.
Unlike the original version, Little Red Riding
Hood meets the wolf after “walking in the wood”.
For the Victorians, the home was considered to be
the ‘private sphere’, where women should exist. By
making the private sphere an unsafe space, Dahl
juxtaposes the view that women need to stay at
home. As the male figure goes out of his way to
go to a home and attack Little Red Riding Hood,
Dahl could be criticising men and the outdated
view that women must stay at home in order to
protect themselves. This directly contrasts with
the Charles Perrault version, where the women
are seen as weaker than men as the tree cutters
(men) must save them. This contradicts the Roald
Dahl version because Little Red Riding Hood in
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the Roald Dahl version saves herself. In the original version, the wood cutter saves the women.
The difference between the two outcomes links to
the context. Women in the 17th century had very
little power because they couldn’t vote or support
themselves; women needed men in order to support them, which immediately links to Perrault’s
version of the tale. However, Dahl – writing in
1982 – reflects the views of 20th century society.
Women had rights and didn’t need men to support
them. However, they weren’t seen as entirely equal,
with women being paid less than men.
In conclusion, feminist theory and ecocritical
theory offer interesting readings of Little Red
Riding Hood. Roald Dahl’s version reflects the increasingly equality in the 1980s. However, it could
be argued that he goes even further – while women were paid less than men in 1980s society, he
presents a protagonist who is completely self-sufficient, powerful and defeats the antagonist without
support from men.
While there aren’t lots of references to nature
in the poem, exploring the text from an ecocritical viewpoint is important. The setting juxtaposes
nature and man-made buildings. Humans are seen
to be invading nature by cutting down trees – like
in the Charles Perrault version – and, ultimately,
Little Red Riding Hood kills the wolf, presenting
humans as more powerful than nature. Overall, the
message Roald Dahl is trying to convey is that humans are higher up in power than nature and that
women are just as strong if not stronger than men
without pretending to be men.

Amelia F – awarded a 1st
This essay will use literary theories to explain
and analyse The Hunger Games. By applying literary theories to a text, the reader experiences the
text in a different light as they explore the text with
an idea or concept in mind. The text explored in
this essay is an extract from the beginning of The
Hunger Games which is written by Suzanne Collins. There has been several sequels and one prequel. The genre of this novel is dystopian, which
means that it is in the future, but something has
gone terribly wrong. The novel is about 12 districts
that are oppressed by the Capitol and are forced
to send male and female candidates every year to
fight against the other districts until only one person remains alive. However, in the book the district 12’s candidates rebel and both end up leaving
together making them hated by Snow who is the
President and ‘looks after’ the districts in return for
goods to supply the Capitol.
In the book, district 12 is shown as a place that
lacks nature unless you are willing to break the
laws. The lack of nature is common is dystopian
novels as it shows how people are forced to believe
that the natural world is dangerous, and the oppressors are protecting them. In this essay the theories explored are Ecocriticism because the novel
shows the contrast between how little people are
connected to nature in the Capitol and how much
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people are in the districts need to be connected
to nature, but are prevented from doing so by the
Capitol. This essay will also apply Post-Colonial
theory. While, in theory, everyone in the novel is
the same race, the Capitol is almost presented as
a different country that suppresses the other districts. This is what Post-Colonial theory is about.
The first theory to be applied to the extract is
Ecocriticism. This is because the first passage of
the novel is set in the ‘seam’ which is close to the
woods. Ecocriticism means exploring the text with
your focus on the relationship between humans
and the environment. In ‘The Hunger Games’ it is
shown that the Capitol fears nature as it blocks the
districts from access to the outside world “enclosing all of District 12 [with] a high chain-link fence
topped with barbed wire loop”. While the “fence”
is supposedly designed to keep out predators it is,
in fact, to stop people leaving. However, in 12 the
power in the fencing is often off this is because of
the lack of care for the district. Although the lack
of electric fencing makes nature more accessible to
the citizens of District 12, they don’t venture into
the woods – this shows how the Capitol has conditioned the citizens to believe that nature is dangerous. Nature is linked in with the book again during
the games as the arena they are set in is a wood.
This shows that because those in power are scared
of the outer world and what it holds, they show
the ones they have oppressed that they too must
be scared. The Capitol oppress the citizens of the
other districts as they fear that they may rebel. The
main character of the book, Katniss, treats nature
with respect in my opinion because even though
she kills the animals that live there she is thankful for what is there as it is the source of her and
her family’s food. The seam is described as having
“black cinder streets”, which highlights that the
streets are never cleaned as there is no one to do
the job. As the citizens spend their time “crawling”
through mines to provide coal for the Capitol, they
are unable to care for themselves – the Capitol has
taken away their independence and autonomy. In
the Capitol’s opinion they are lowly people, as suggested by Collins’ use of the word “crawling” which
presents the citizens as animalistic. Their only reason for life is to work to serve the Capitol no matter their situation. Compare this to the meadow
and woods though it is described as “scruffy”. It
would provide everything they would need if they
could access it. Instead, out of the Capitol’s own
fear, no one is allowed even near the woods as if the
districts got hold of what was held in woods the
Capitol knows they would lose control and possibly be attacked when they stand at their weakest.
The resources in the woods allows the citizens to
fend for themselves as they could make weapons
and have access to resources. Therefore, the woods
represent hope and freedom. By depriving them
citizens of nature, they deprive them of hope that
isn’t carefully controlled by the Capitol.
The second theory that the extract will be anaiv

lysed through is Post-Colonialism. This is because
reading a text through post-colonial theory means
looking at how colonial powers controlled people
of different backgrounds, countries or ethnicities.
In the novel the Capitol has control over all the
districts treating them all in different ways. However, most ways are unfair and cruel as the districts
are ‘paying’ for the mistakes of the past. The people of the Capitol would believe they are superior
to those of the districts, and they live more luxurious lives with more unique things available to
them. In the book it mentions that people in the
districts often do not have pets as they can barely
feed themselves, with Katniss declaring “The last
thing I needed was another mouth to feed.” This is
because the districts are so badly treated compared
to the Capitol. They are treated like this by the
Capitol as those in power want to keep a distinct
difference between those who they control and
themselves. In the novel it describes how the men
and women of the district have been affected by
their job. It shows that they are unhappy and wish
to change it even though they know in reality that
they cannot. When going to work, the coal miners
are described “with hunched shoulders, swollen
knuckles, many who had long since stopped trying
to scrub the coal dust out of their broken nails, and
lines of their sunken faces.” The semantic field of
“hunched”, “swollen” and “broken” can be linked
to injury. The jobs that the citizens of district 12
have to undertake are physically hurting them. By
keeping the citizens weak and broken, the Capitol
makes sure that they can’t fight back. This works
as a metaphor for Capitalism: the poor are kept
weak, while the rich are kept strong and powerful.
In the 12th paragraph Katniss mutters “District
Twelve. Where you can starve to death in safety”.
This suggests that they will starve before they get
killed by nature. Although the Capitol doesn’t care
for the district, they don’t want to seem that way,
so they provide ‘safety’ which has to be paid for
with work and providing coal to the Capitol. The
citizens never work to benefit themselves, which
is a key belief of Marxism. The text explains how
Katniss can never be herself around other people
because she does not want her family to get into
any more trouble. This is shown by the sentence
“In the woods waits the only person with whom
I can be myself.” In the book it describes how the
woods is Katniss’ safe place as it is the only place,
she can be truly happy: “I never smile except in the
woods”. This may be because being in the woods
reminds her of the good times with her father
when he was teaching her to shoot a bow or because she knows by being in the wood she is doing
well and providing for her family. Gale and Katniss
often joke around while in the woods, it is where
they can say what they think and feel as well as just
mess around, drop most of their responsibilities
and act how their childish wish of their soul wants.
“‘look what I shot,’ Gale holds up a loaf of bread
with an arrow stuck in it”. This suggests that Gale

and Katniss joke around about the ‘normal’ things
in life because they live deprived lives but could
never think of living any other way.
In conclusion Ecocriticism and Post-Colonialism play a big part in The Hunger Games. This is
proven by the Capitol’s fear and refusal of nature,
and the Capitol acting as though they are of a superior race to everyone in the districts.

Benjamin G – awarded a 1st
Literary Analysis: Extract from Hunger Games
by Suzanne Collins
Literary theory is a way of reading text with a
specific idea or concept in mind. This analysis will
examine an extract from the Hunger Games by
Suzanne Collins using two literary theories: Marxist theory and Ecocriticism and it will explore the
links between natural resources and society.
The Hunger games is a dystopian novel which
means that it is set in a different world or society, usually following a disaster. The novel is set
in a post-apocalyptic nation called Panem which
is divided into 12 districts and ‘the Capitol’. The
capitol controls the 12 districts and exploits them
for their natural resources and their workforce. As
punishment for a failed rebellion by the former
District 13 each district is made to take part in the
annual Hunger Games. A boy and a girl from each
district must take part in a fight to the death which
is broadcast to the whole nation. The novel is written from the perspective of Katniss Everdeen, a
girl representing District 12 in the games.
Marxist literary theory is drawn from the economic, social, and political theories of the late 19th
century economist Karl Marx.iv Marxist literary
theory focuses on social inequality and the relationship between capitalists and the working class.
The opening paragraph of the extract provides
some simple information that can be used to interpret Katniss’s social class and economic status.
The line “my fingers stretch out seeking Prim’s
warmth but finding only the rough canvas of the
mattress” suggests that Katniss shares a bed with
Prim. From this it can be interpreted that the family do not have enough money to be able to afford
separate beds and must share to keep warm. The
phrase ‘rough canvas’ also suggests that the bedding is poor quality. From this it can be inferred
that Katniss and her family are from a lower economic background.
Katniss lives in District 12, which the extract states is nicknamed ‘the seam’ and is ‘usually crawling with coal miners heading out to the
morning shift’. This suggests that the district is a
coal mining community. The writer’s description
of the workers as ‘men and women with hunched
shoulders, swollen knuckles’ and as having ‘sunken
faces’ suggests that the work they do is extremely
unpleasant and suggests that they perhaps don’t
have a choice about the type of work that they do.

https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2
011/09/ENGL301-Marxist-Theory.pdf#:~:text=Marxist%20theory%E2%80%94 which%20is%20drawn%20from%20the%20economic%2C%20social%2C,pub lished%2C%20publicized%2C%20sold%2C%20and%20
consumed%20by%2 0the%20public. (30 May 2022)
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In paragraph 6 Katniss describes a ‘high chainlink fence topped with barbed-wire loops’ that
encloses the whole of District 12. This suggests
that the district is heavily controlled in some way.
Control is also implied in the text in paragraph
8 where the reader is told that trespassing in the
woods outside the fence is illegal and carries severe
penalties.
Paragraph eight makes reference to ‘officials’.
The reader learns that Katniss’ father would have
been publicly executed for selling bows and arrows for hunting. The ‘officials’ would have seen
this as ‘inciting a rebellion’. This provides further
evidence for an extreme level of control over the
people living in District 12. This is confirmed in
paragraph 10 which introduces the ‘people who
rule our country’ who live in a faraway city called
‘the Capitol’.
District 12 is a poor district where food is scarce.
Katniss is even risking her safety by going to hunt
for food in the woods where ‘flesh eaters’ lurk. The
ninth paragraph quotes ‘District 12 where you can
starve to death is safety,’ implies that district 12 is
an incredibly poor district with little money and
shortages of food. This can be linked to the first
paragraph where the reader learns about Katniss’
meagre living conditions.
The struggle between social classes is a feature
of Marxist theory.v The idea of a struggle between
social classes in the extract is presented in the final
two paragraphs. Katniss introduces the Hunger
Games and the reaping system. The reaping system
is the way that children are selected to take part in
the Hunger Games. Families can add the names of
their children multiple times in exchange for extra grain and oil. Therefore, Katniss states that ‘the
reaping system is unfair, with the poor getting the
worst of it’. Poorer, lower-class families are forced
to enter their children’s names many times, putting
their lives at greater risk, just so that they can afford to eat. This is resource control and only giving
extra if it benefits them.
The distribution of resources between the poor
in District 12 and the Capitol can be explored in
more detail through the lens of Ecocriticism. Ecocriticism is a field of literary study that considers
the relationship that human beings have to the
environment.vi
Katniss lives in District 12 which is nicknamed
‘the Seam’. Paragraph 5 describes the men and
women heading out to work at the coal mine. This
tells the reader that the community of District 12
is built on and defined by its environment and
the presence of a natural resource – coal. Here it
is extremely dangerous to obtain as seen later in
paragraph 5 where it is listed that the coal miners
have ‘hunched shoulders, swollen knuckles’ and
‘broken nails’.
In paragraph 6 there is mention of ‘Packs of
wild dogs, lone cougars, bears-that used to threaten our streets. These are fenced off with the ‘High

chain linked fence’.
Nature is represented as dangerous, possibly just
to try and keep people out.
However, this is different with Katniss. At the
end of this paragraph, it is shown that she goes
through the fence. This links back to the control
of resources, here forest resources that could be
available to them but are kept away to keep control
over the districts.
In paragraph 7 there is the quote ‘But there is
also food if you know where to find it’. This is also
related to the control of resources. Food is limited
despite there being plenty outside the boundary.
Outside the boundary again is displayed as dangerous with ‘venomous snakes, rabid animals and
no real paths to follow’.
Another quote which backs up the control of resources is in paragraph eight where it is stated that
trespassing is illegal, and poaching has penalties.
This is also trying to prevent people from entering
the woods using threat. Katniss is always hunting
and there is no mention of her receiving a fine.
The beginning of paragraph 9 in the quote
‘Brave souls sneak into the woods’ tells us that other people do sneak into the woods for apples. These
people are not as brave by not sneaking as far in
however there is still no fine this is all threat.
Towards the end of paragraph 10 there is a
mention of food shortages, this may be because
nobody enters extra for the hunger games and can
no longer afford food. This shows how difficult it
is to get food.
In the final paragraph it is stated that if you put
your name in for the hunger games more than once
and get a supply of oil and grain for one person for
a year. This is the only legal way to get resources
because it benefits the capitol giving them more
names for the reaping. Since District 12 is very
poor and lots of people need food, it is more likely
that people will put their name in more than once.
This is shown where Katniss has put her name in
twenty times and is sixteen. If people had access to
the resources, it would mean there would be less
names for the reaping and therefore not benefiting
them.
Another concept often shown in writing is
the use of gender stereotyping, yet in this extract
Katniss, a female character, is shown hunting. Not
only is this breaking the rules which were set by a
higher class, but this majorly goes against the idea
that women are usually seen as weak and feeble.
This could be the case simply because the writer
of this book is female. This is feminist theory; it
is used to explore the differences between the different genders. It is useful for comparing male and
female jobs and lifestyles. Here men must go down
into the mines while women stay on the surface.
We use both techniques to give us another viewpoint. They can often change our views. For example, we could see Katniss as a saviour breaking
rules to keep the district alive or we could see her

as a rule breaker. This also changes our emotions.
We could feel back for Katniss since she risks her
life, on the other hand we could feel angry at her
for breaking rules. It also helps us to understand
why lots of these rules are set and if they are for
a relevant reason. Both techniques are extremely
useful for text analysis and backing up people’s
opinions.

Ryan H – awarded a 1st
Literary theory aims to critique and contemplate literature and examine possible meanings and
viewpoints. These meanings may be interpreted
differently depending on the focus of the analysis.
For example; there may be a focus on how society
is portrayed, on how the political climate may have
influenced a particular writer or how language is
used to give a certain effect. For this analysis, two
specific theories are appropriate to use; that of
feminist theory and that of ecoccriticism. Feminist
theory is the use of depicting equal rights between
men and women, or either undoing the opposition
between them. Whereas Ecocriticism looks at the
relationship between human beings and the environment.
These two theories have been chosen for the
following reasons. Firstly, the poem focuses on a
female, lead character; this lends itself to feminist theory as questions can be asked about how
this character is portrayed and if this follows the
‘norm’ or not. Questions are raised about how she
is portrayed and the intended effect that the author
wished to give. Secondly, the setting is important
as it gives a contrast between humans and nature,
so Ecocriticism may also be valuable to study. This
focus on the links and relationship human beings
have with the environment and things within it
might include different animals being portrayed in
a certain way. These two theories have been chosen
because it is clear in this extract that they raise interesting questions.
In this analysis, I am going to explore the extract
‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf ’ by Roald
Dahl. This tale has changed dramatically over time
and has numerous modern adaptations- sources
claim the tale has origins as far back as pre 17th
century, whilst for many it is Grimm’s inspired
version that is more familiar. This well-known and
well-loved story has entertained readers throughout the ages and continues to do so today. From
bedtime stories to warning tales- these fairy tales
have purpose and place in our lives today. The adaptation that will be analysed for the purpose of
this assignment is the poem by Roald Dahl.
This poem was first published in Revolting
Rhymes in 1982. Roald Dahl used the concept of
traditional tales but gave them a twist- often giving surprise endings to the traditional happy ever
after.

v

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Class_struggle#:~:text=Class%20struggle%20happens%20when%20the,any%20say%20in%20the%20business.
(4 June 2022)

vi

https://ehc.english.ucsb.edu/?page_id=2388 (04 June 2022)
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In this extract, it is evident that feminist theory
is used. An example of this is, “Grandma was small
and tough,”. This uses feminist theory as is portrays the woman as small. Usually, this might be
seen as a negative but Dahl has instead chosen to
create her as tough. This is opposite from the norm,
where men are more usually portrayed as being
stronger and tougher than women. Here, instead,
the character now has an unusual advantage and
power. This depiction of women can be supported by how many books (especially those written
pre 20th Century) tell stories of heroes and men
saving women. Instead, in this extract, the female
character saves herself.
The choice of the word ‘little’ in the title can also
be relevant to feminist theory. This is important as
it might depict how she is viewed by others, including other character in the poem. The ending of
the poem is therefore more shocking as the actions
of the girl are unexpected and the opposite of what
a ‘little’ girl might normally be expected to do- be
saved by a man. Indeed, in other versions this is
exactly what happens; a woodcutter (male) saves
her. The wolf is also referred to as ‘he’ rather than it,
leading us to think about the animal with human
(and male) qualities. The wolf is also the one that
does bad things in this tale and portrays men in
a negative light. For example, stalking young girls
and making bad choices. Similarly, the need for
self-protection when out walking would suggest
women either don’t feel safe or feel they have the
right (and strength) to defend themselves against
men.
Another theory to be analysed is that of ecpcriticism. This theory focuses on the links and
relationships human beings have with the environment and things in it. An example could be
plants, trees, the climate or animals. A good link to
analyse in this extract is the link between animals
and people due to the link and contrast between
people and wolfs. It is intertwined with feminist
theory too; creating a complex ‘bad’ character for
the poem. The phrase, “ I haven’t yet begun to feel
that I have had a decent meal,” gives negative connotations of humans being greedy and discontent
with their lot. Roald Dahl describes humans as,
‘invasive species’ and is passing on this message
through the quote. This can be supported by the
later comparison to ‘caviar’; a food which implies
status and wealth. The wolf also carries another
human value- that of intelligence. This is shown
by the line, ‘Of course he hadn’t eaten those,’ this
could be the wolf thinking that such items (the
clothes) are below him and so not worth it due to
them having being worn by a human but may also
represent his intelligence that he has the foresight
to recognise they may help him later.
The wolf is also given power by being smart and
cunning- qualities that humans naturally link with
these creatures. He makes a plan and follows it,
he is cunning and cruel; yet in this extract is not a
pack animal as wolves are usually in the wild. For
this, Dahl has taken a creature out of his natural
environment and put it into a human setting- one
in which we know he does not survive. This may
again, show how many may believe wild animals
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should remain as such and not be tamed or kept
in captivity.
Another example of Ecocriticism in this extract
could be the words, “horrid grin.” The word shows
that humans are fearful or repulsed by wolves and
think they are horrid. It also implies that a significant difference exists between man and beast,
whereas one smile might be pleasing (that of humans) and another being looked down on as the
less valuable- human life being worth more than
that of an animal.
As noted by myself, the poem ‘Little Red Riding
Hood and the Wolf ’ indisputably displays the two
literary theories explained previously (being that of
Ecocriticism and the feminist theory). In particular, the change in narrative- being that Little Red
Riding Hood shoots the wolf (in contrast to being
saved by a male character) signifies equality between the genders. This is due to the fact that the
female character is able to resolve their own issues
without the intervention of a man. Furthermore,
the way in which the wolf is killed strays from the
normal expectation of a woman’s behaviour- being quite a violent mean of murder. However, it
could be argued that the use of the adjective ‘little’
contradicts this powerful image created by Dahl
as it suggests vulnerability/weakness- all of which
may be expected from a female. Consequently, the
poem doesn’t meet the second criteria of the feminist theory (as the identity of a women is damaged
by suiting the stereotype).
Ecocriticism is most apparent in the wolf character (for several reasons mentioned earlier). The
wolf itself (being the villain of the story) suits the
expectation of the reader, who would have had a
pre-existing opinion on the animal. Therefore, the
poem correlates with this specific literary theory as
the relationship between humans and animals is
explored through the wolf ’s character not differing
from the expectation. Furthermore, creatures (such
as wolves) are shown to be separate from humans;
this is because of Little Red Riding Hood’s knowingness of her ‘grandma’s’ differences- once again
exploring the human and animal physical association (being lack of ). However, the characteristics
of the wolf could align with that of humans- instead suggesting animals and humans aren’t too
different after all.
Overall, Roald Dahl’s interpretation of the classic tale (titled ‘Little Red Riding Hood and the
Wolf ’) suits many literary theories. Observing the
literature using feminist theory helps recognise the
empowering role of a female established in this
poem. Conversely, many aspects of the source don’t
show men and women to be equal (a key criteria
to suit the feminist theory)- and so the literature
could be criticised accordingly. I have formed the
opinion however that the Ecocriticism theory is
applied well in Roald Dahl’s interpretation as several areas of relationships between humans and
the environment is explored. However, the wolf ’s
negative characteristics are suggested to be similar
to that of a man (seen through the use of pronouns
such as ‘he’). Consequently, this aspect of Ecocriticism displayed in the literature doesn’t suit the
previous literary theory as males appear inferior to
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women because of their attitude/character. There
are certainly many elements for academics to continue to explore.

Ethan L – awarded a 1st
In this essay, the key focus will be on an extract
from The Hunger Games written by Suzanne Collins. The Hunger Games is set three hundred years
into the future. The Hunger Games is an example
of dystopian literature. Therefore, the two literary
theories that will be applied are the Ecocriticism
theory and Marxist literary theory. In The Hunger
Games, nature is represented as something only
the rich districts have access to. The reason that
Marxist theory will be applied is because Katniss
comes from a poorer district compared to the Capitol in which the wealth standards is significantly
different. The contrast between the two places can
be seen to represent that richer people have it easy,
while poorer people have it harder. Also, Ecocritical theory has been applied because in the piece
of text it is made clear that nature is only seen as
something the richer districts have access to.
The literary theory that is evident the most is
Marxist literary theory, which represents the difference between rich and poor people in society.
The coal miners in District 12 are described as
“crawling” and “heading out to the morning shift”,
which suggests that they are like animals because
“crawling” is not something that human normally
do. Collins is perhaps showing that poor people
are treated as less than human.
Collins then lists the coal miners as “men and
women with hunched shoulders, swollen knuckles,
many who have long since stopped trying to scrub
the coal dust out of their broken nails, the lines of
their sunken faces”. The adjectives “hunched” and
“swollen” show that the workers are physically broken and are worn down by the hard manual labour.
The workers live in poverty: this shows that they
don’t benefit from their hard work. It is suggested
that the rich are the ones who do benefit. This presents a Marxist view as the poor have to work hard,
but give what they have earned to the rich.
This idea is developed through the reaping itself.
Collins writes that “the reaping system is unfair,
with the poor getting the worst of it”. The reaping
system impacts the very poorest as they are forced
to enter their names multiple times in order to feed
their family and avoid starvation.
Collins also describes District 12 as surrounded
by “high chain-link fence topped with barbedwire”. This is meant to keep the animals out, but
it could also be seen as a way to cage the people of
District 12. This can also be seen to represent their
metaphorical imprisonment as, due to their poverty, they are unable to see the outside world and
have to remain in a confined space. The description
of District 12 is juxtaposed with “the far-off city
called the Capitol”. While the Capitol may well be
far away, the description of it as “far-off ” perhaps
shows that the people of District 12 can never see
themselves in the Capitol and, therefore, wealthy.
Collins is perhaps highlighting that the poor in
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society will never move up financially or socially.
She is potentially criticising the way poor people
are oppressed.
Those in the Capitol, which represents a high
social class, don’t have to put their name in to the
reaping system. In fact, they pick the entrants and
watch The Hunger Games, viewing poor people
die for their entertainment. This highlights how
little the Capitol cares about poor people: they are
happy to sit there and watch them die, and laugh
and smile as they do so.
It could be argued that the metaphorical meaning behind the entire plot of The Hunger Games
is that the rich people have it easy while the poor
people have to risk their lives in order to survive.
Collins presents society as unequal. This could be
applied to society nowadays. Rich people, such a
celebrities, don’t support people who need money. Due to lack of care, rich people often travel in
ways (such as planes) that highlights that they can
afford to travel in expensive ways. Plane travel is
also bad for the environment, showing that rich
people often abuse the goodness of nature while
poor people don’t even get to experience it.
This view of nature links to another key literary theory in this extract: Ecocriticism. Ecocriticism focuses on the relationship human beings
have to the environment and explores how the
natural world is presented. In the extract, nature
is represented as something bad. This can be seen
in the quotation “even though trespassing in the
woods is illegal and poaching carries the severest
of penalties, more people would risk it if they had
weapons.”
The “woods” offer the citizens of District 12 an
escape route, and could also provide them with
fresh meat and fruit. This is important as the citizens are on the point of starvation, and the food
could be sold as a way to earn money. If they could
earn money, they could live similar lives to those
in the Capitol.
By making the woods “illegal”, the Capitol are
able to control the citizens and get them to work
for them. This links to Marxist theory because the
people without money will stay at rock bottom and
will be unable to move up their social status.
The Capitol also convince the citizens that nature represents danger and District 12 represents
safety – this is a juxtaposition from how nature
is normally represented in literature. When citizens do go into the woods, they are “always close
enough to the safety of District 12 if trouble
arises”. The juxtaposition between the “safety” of
District 12 and the “trouble” of nature is almost
a trick by the Capitol. By telling the citizens that
they shouldn’t leave District 12, and that nature is
dangerous, the Capitol are keeping the citizens under control. Perhaps Collins is criticising the idea
that people in poverty can’t access nature and that
they are controlled. We see this in real life as, often,
people with financial struggles are placed in flats
and houses in cities.
In this essay, The Hunger Games was studied
through the lens of ecocritical theory and Marxist
theory. These literary theories reveal the difference
between District 12 and the Capitol, and also
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showed that nature is not seen as something that
everyone, particularly those with financial struggles, are entitled to.
Lack of nature is a common feature of dystopian literature. For example, ‘The Road’ by Cormac
McCarthy also presents a world without nature.
The lack of nature is a feature in lots of dystopian
feature as nature is generally seen as positive and
makes everything look nice. Therefore, by presenting a world without nature, writers can present the
world as dark and gloomy.
The struggle between different classes is also a
key feature of dystopian literature. Often, in dystopian literature, rich people can escape apocalyptic
events while poorer people get left behind. We see
this in The Hunger Games as the poorer people,
represented by District 12, are forced to live in
shocking conditions without getting anything in
return. Whereas, the Capitol – which represents
the upper-classes – the people can live a relaxed
life without worries.

Eden M – awarded a 2:1
‘Anita and Me’ by Meera Syal
Literary theory is defined as an idea or concept
that influences literature. We use It because it is a
way of reading a text with an idea in mind – such
as Post-Colonial or Feminism. In this assignment,
the text that I am going to explore is an extract
from the book ‘Anita and Me’ by Meera Syal. This
extract is a semi-autobiographical novel, published
in 1996, based on Syal’s childhood experiences in
the mining village of Essington. The source being
used, states that the story revolves around Meena,
a 12-year-old, British, Punjabi girl, and her relationship with her best friend, 14-year-old, British
neighbour Anita, as they grow up in the fictional
Midlands village of Tollington, in the late 1960’s.
I have chosen Feminist and Post-Colonial as the
Literary theory’s that I will be exploring. The reasoning behind this is because in the extract I wish
to talk about how Meera’s mother believes that
women should know the ways of cooking in order
to find a suitable Husband and how she goes out
in attire that resembles her home country, whereas when she is at home, she wears a random outfit that she bought from M&S. Meera Syal is an
interesting person to give a perspective on these
issues because she, herself is a woman and at some
point, in her life, she has probably experienced or
seen, some sort of sexism towards females. In addition, Syal is also a person of colour, born in 1961,
where white people would see them as threatening
and for not what they really are – human beings.
Feminist theory is defined as, when either sex
tries to undo the opposition between men and
women (making them equal) or is a theory that
promotes the identity of women, demands women’s rights and equality, and promotes women’s
writing. ‘Anita and Me’ shows this theory using
Meera’s mother, and how she thinks that women
should stay home whilst men are out making money and doing business. This is shown in the quote,”
You are going to have to learn to cook if you want
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to get married, aren’t you?”. If you look at this
through a feminist perspective, it gives us the message that women are viewed as subservient to men,
and that women cannot do the things that men
can. It tells young girls that they will never live up
to the expectations that society has placed and that
men will always have the upper hand. Suggesting,
that Meera’s mother grew up in a household that
believed in men being more powerful. The phrase
“You are going to have to...” sends us the message
that Meera does not have an option and must go
with the plan her mother has set out for her. This
quote can also link to Queer theory as her mother
is expecting Meera to grow up and marry a man –
giving her the idea that homosexuality is not and
cannot be normal. Another quote is, “...if I ended
up with someone who made me go through all
that, I would poison the *guy* immediately.” This
show’s that Meera does not follow society’s ‘norms’
and suggests that she is not what people would
call a ‘girlygirl.’ Also, the word that Meera uses to
describe the type of men that think of themselves
above women, shows her dislike to sexism, which
would infer that she is a feminist and believes in
equality for each gender. This also could imply that
Meera and her mother do not get along as much
as they could, because they do not see eye to eye.
Which could leave the stereotype that the mother
is seen as the ‘bad guy,’ and the father as the ‘good
guy’ because Meera does not completely agree with
her mother and could leave her with the thought
that her father is better. However, we do not see
her father in the extract as much, which could
leave the readers wondering what her relationship
is like with him and whether they get along. An
alternative quote is, “So far, I had resisted all my
mother’s attempts to teach me the rudiments of
Indian cuisine...”. This quote also suggests that
Meera does not agree with the gender norms that
are placed for her and how people only see girls as
being so weak, that the most they can do is stay at
home to cook for the men. It tells us that Meera
knows better than what is being said around her
and that other people are not the ones who influence her choices but doing so herself.
Post-Colonial theory is focused on work produced by colonial powers and people who were or
are colonised. ‘A body of thought primarily concerned with accounting for the political, aesthetic,
economic, historical, and social impact of European colonial rule around the world in the 18th
through to the 20th century’ the internet says. ‘Anita and Me’ shows this theory, again, using Meera’s
mother and her need for everyone to know how
proud she is to be an Indian, Punjabi woman. This
is shown in the quote, “From the moment mama
stepped in from her teaching job, swapping saris
for M&S separates...”. Telling us that she is not
ashamed about her background and that she wants
people to know about it, instead of storing it away
for no one to see. On top of that, it implies that she
feels more comfortable in an outfit that is special,
and more closer to home. This can also link with
the Feminist theory quote, ”You are going to have
to learn to cook if you want to get married, aren’t
you?” because they both suggest that she knows
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what she wants and lets everybody know that.
Another quote is “My mother would right now
be standing in a haze of spicy steam, crowded by
huge bubbling saucepans where onions and tomato’s spat...”. This could be telling us that Meera’s
mother likes when her daughter is surrounded by
a culture that is personal to her, hoping Meera will
enjoy it as much as she does. In addition, she could
be surrounding herself in things that remind her
of her history and where she came from. Trying to
keep her Indian heritage alive. This could be important for Meera’s mother because, she herself would
have grown up circled by her culture – whereas
Meera is growing up in a completely different one,
and it would not feel the same. Knowing that her
daughter did not get to whiteness the same experiences. One more quote is, “And she, sweaty and
absorbed, would move from one chaotic work surface to another, preparing the fresh, home-made
meal...”. This shows that Meera’s mother puts a lot
of effort into her cooking and making it perfect.
If you look through a Post-Colonial perspective, it
tells us that her heritage includes a lot of cooking
and food, making it important for her. The phrase
“...would move from one chaotic work surface to
another...” shows that Meera’s mother would make
quite a few dishes – rather than just one. This could
be because she wants Meera to grow up with as
many Indian cuisines as possible.
In conclusion, Feminist and Post-Colonial theory shows the differences between younger and older generations and how they do not see eye to eye.
Especially with feminism, and how its suggested
that the only things women are capable of doing,
is cooking and cleaning. All for the men. However,
Meera is perceived to dislike the idea of men being
thrown on a pedestal for doing nothing – whilst
women do not get the credit for anything they do.
Post-Colonial theory shows how important peoples backgrounds can be to them. Meera’s mother
shows this all the time, when she makes sure that
Meera knows about her culture and how beautiful
it can be. These Literary theories could work on
other extracts that are a similar genre to ‘Anita and
Me’ because they are written around real story’s
and what real people have gone through. So, for a
Literary theory like Feminism, it can make it more
realistic and similar to other people’s experiences
if it was produced by a female. Whereas, if it was
made by a man, they only know what it is like being treated above anyone else rather than knowing
what its actually like being treated the way women
are compared to males. If you are going through
something like this, it is comforting to read a story
that is so close to your own and this is because it
is written by someone who has gone through those
experiences – it feels like you are not alone. When
you are to write something that is supposed to be
relatable for people it helps if you, yourself also relate to the topic that you are writing about because
if you do not – you do not get the full picture, you
do not get the thoughts and feelings, you only get
what it looks like or what you believe it is.
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Cesca M – awarded a 2:1
I am going to explore the Hunger Games extract. The Hunger Games is an example of dystopian literature written by Suzanne Collin and is
based off a totalitarian government and the Legend of Theseus. Within this essay, literary theories
of Ecocriticism, Feminism and Marxist will be
explored. As an example of Ecocriticism, the entire district has no signs of wildlife and is a very
dark man-made world. As for Feminism, the main
character is a very self-sufficient and independent
woman who goes hunting and works and looks after her family. This challenges certain stereotypes
about women, even though she does live in what
we will discover is a very patriarchal society. Meanwhile for Marxist theory this essay will look at the
fact that most people in district 12 are so poor
that they’d do anything for food. It shows that the
poor just get poorer and the rich just get richer and
shows how corrupt their system is.
For my first paragraph I will be writing about
Ecocriticism. Ecocriticism is the balance between
humans and nature. The lack of nature in The Hunger Games is best evidence with the description
of District 12: “But today the black cinder streets
are empty. Shutters on the squat grey houses are
closed”. There is little to no colour in district 12,
as if all plants had been removed a long time ago;
replaced with man-made buildings and dark coal
mines in which many are forced to work. In this
quote “Concealed by a clump of bushes, I flatten
out on my belly and slide under a two-foot stretch
that’s been loose for years” it shows that the very
act of going near plants and animals is frowned
upon and even forbidden. This is because she has
to climb under a fence just to get to the wood,
presumably because the town and owners fear the
outside world and more importantly its inhabitants, such as wolves and bears. This sense of fear is
highlighted in this extract “enclosing all of district
12 is a high chain link fence topped with barbed
wire hoops…it’s supposed to be electrified twenty-four hours a day as a deterrent to the predators
who live in the woods- packs of wild dogs, lone
cougars, bears”. The wood is banned even though,
as far as we can tell, no accidents have happened
and seems to be an excuse. Even so, the creatures in
it need to survive and being there could boost their
health from the hours breathing in the smoke and
dust from the coal mines.
For my second literary theory I will write about
feminism. Feminism is the equality of men and
women and one that promotes women’s rights and
that women are very capable. The main character
of this extract is very independent as shown here
“I swing my legs off the bed and slide into my
hunting boots. I pull on trousers, a shirt, tuck my
long dark braid up into a cap”. This extract shows
that she seems to always dress like a man to be
taken seriously so she’s not really being an independent female character. Instead, she is someone
who dresses like a man to be taken seriously which
says that it is a very patriarchal district as the only
reason people will even think to take her seriously
is when she looks like a man as she is wearing what
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is considered as male clothing and is hiding her
hair in a cap which makes her look like she has
boyish hair. These are measures which are beneficial in order to actually be listened to by anyone
else really in this district or even the world. Another thing is that she seems to be able to take care
of herself as shown in this quote “As soon as I’m
in the trees, I retrieve a bow and sheath of arrows
from a hollow log”. This says that she has to move
into the trees to have a bow and arrow as it might
not be considered ladylike and even dressed like
a man there will always be things she cannot do.
She has to remain neutral always and not show her
feelings and thoughts on certain things “So I learnt
to hold my tongue and to turn my features into
an indifferent mask so that no one could ever read
my thoughts. Do my work quietly in school. Make
only polite talk in the public market”. This shows
that she is not allowed to express her thoughts
about how the world is ran otherwise she will be
punished because she shouldn’t talk about things
she shouldn’t know anything about such as politics
etc. This shows that women’s views are oppressed
and not taken seriously whilst men are taken more
sincerely.
For my last literary theory, I will be writing
about Marxist theory as the people who control
district 12 prosper whilst its citizens are really
struggling with things as little as just food and water. This can be evidenced in the quote “trespassing
into the woods is illegal and poaching carries the
severest of penalties”. They are not allowed to get
food from anywhere other than from the district or
Capitol itself. They seem to be seen as lowly in this
quote “The idea that someone might be arming
the Seam would never have been allowed” which
shows that they are not meant to know anything or
be good at anything, just to be puppets to be used
by the capitol to mine coal. They cannot even say
anything bad about the horrible position that they
are in as our protagonist says “District 12 where
you can starve to death in safety”. This shows that
the district is being brainwashed into thinking
that the capitol has ‘saved’ them and that they will
always be safe there and to ignore the fact they
are basically starving them. They do this so that
they do what they say and obey their rules such as
not allowing them outside. Creating fear towards
the outside world is a common dystopian feature.
To contribute to the dystopian genre is another
feature: constant surveillance. This is shown here
“Even here, even in the middle of nowhere, you
worry that someone might overhear you” which
shows that if you say anything out of turn it is
taken very seriously and someone will probably
inform the authorities. We can interpret from this
that the government in The Hunger Games is very
controlling of every single thing and don’t seem
to tolerate even the least important or smallest of
things.
In conclusion, our main character lives in a patriarchal district in which she cannot be taken seriously when dressed as a woman which would presumably mean life would be difficult for her as even
her freedom of speech has been taken away from
her. Also, the idea that she has to be not just out of
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District 12 but covered and surrounded by trees to
take out her bow and arrow or do something that
would be thought of as male really shows us that
where she lives may be a very stereotypically patriarchal place. This means that it was and is a very
difficult place for women, especially if they wanted
to get somewhere in their world. Whereas for Ecocriticism the streets are so lifeless that even the
people are covered in blackened soot, which they
unintentionally breathe in when going to work at
the coal mines. Our main character even has to
forcefully climb under a normally electrified fence
to get to ‘the outside’ in which it is illegal to go. It
is illegal to go outside, to go into the woods, into
nature and there seems to be barely any reason. The
animals haven’t been seen for decades so why are
they still keeping citizens inside? It might be for
control or a deeper fear of nature even though they
haven’t even experienced it yet. It is probably just
as bad or most likely better than the coal mines in
which most are forced to work. But as seen in the
Marxist theory, they have to work otherwise they
will not get any money and therefore will starve
but cannot fight the system without it being either illegal or impossible. The Capitol completely
brainwashes them into thinking that there is no
reason to leave or that it is impossible to leave.
As well as this the Capitol has such an unfair advantage of power that lower people in the system
cannot truly rise up the ranks. It also shows signs
of a totalitarian government with features such as
constant surveillance and fear of the outside world.

Chloe-Mae S – awarded a 2:1
Literary theory is looking at a text in a different
way. For example, looking at how nature or gender is represented. By applying a literary theory to
a text, we can explore different meanings. In this
essay, an extract from Noughts and Crosses by
Malorie Blackman will be analysed. As a second
generation immigrant, lots of her novels focus on
race and social class. Noughts and Crosses is a fictional story set in the 21st century. It’s an example
of dystopian fiction which is a nightmare vision of
the future as the Crosses are considered upper class
and live in vast posh houses with green gardens
whereas the Noughts are considered lower class
and they have nothing. This is why they are considered ‘nought’. It is an opposite universe where
lives appear slightly like today. It is a reversal of
the representation of the different races. Marxist
and Feminist theory will be applied. This is because gender roles in the extract are presented in
a stereotypical way. Social class is also important
as it is linked to race throughout the novel, and
particularly in this extract.
When we look at the text from a Marxist perspective, we can see there is an imbalance of power
in the relationship between the two women. Jasmine Hadley has more power because she is higher
class, as a result of her being a Cross. We can see
this power imbalance in the way Meggie McGregor laughs at Jasmine Hadley because Jasmine
is Meggie’s boss and therefore of a higher social
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status. This dynamic is explored in the quotation
“’honestly, Mrs Hadley,’ said McGregor, wiping
her eyes”. The verb phrase “wiping her eyes” suggests that she has been laughing so much to the
point she is crying. Perhaps she over exaggerating
as she is scared of losing her job. Alternatively, her
exaggerated laugh could be an attempt not to offend her employer, or to perhaps give her employer
false confidence. Blackman shows that Jasmine responds with “a rare giggle”. A “giggle” is less exaggerated, which suggests that – because Jasmine is
of a higher social status – she doesn’t have to please
her employee, Meggie. This interaction could be a
metaphor to show that the working-class has to
please the upper-class whereas the upper-class
don’t have to please the working-class. Blackman
could be using Nought and Crosses to criticise this
view.
Another way Marxist theory is shown is when
Jasmine mentions “we’re such good friends”, which
results in Meggie’s smile wavering “only slightly”.
This reaction could show that Meggie realises
they are not “good friends” because Meggie works
for Jasmine. While they could be friends, Meggie knows that Jasmine has far more power than
her. This could be a metaphor for the fact that the
working-class has little power yet has to serve the
upper-class. Meggie’s smile wavers “only slightly”
as she doesn’t want to reveal her true thoughts.
There is a threat that she could be fired. For Meggie, their friendship isn’t real. However, she pretends that it is because she is lower class so feels
that she has to please her and maintain the standard of her life. If she loses her job, she will have no
money and – therefore – won’t have a good life.
This is developed by Meggie’s response to the
news that Mr Hadley has come home. She “smiled
sympathetically, making sure to keep her mouth
well and truly shut”. The phrase “well and truly
shut” shows that Meggie doesn’t have a voice and
isn’t allowed to speak or say what she is thinking.
This is maybe because she could get fired, or it
could also highlight that – as a poor woman – she
isn’t allowed to have a view.
Their social status is also reflected by the weather. The Hadley household is described with “no
cloud in the sky”. Blackman’s use of pathetic fallacy is important because the lack of “cloud”, implies
that the Hadleys, who represent the upper class,
are happy and joyful. The rich people’s lives are
represented are clear and problem-free. This contrasts with life of Meggie who, as a nought, has a
more difficult life.
This text also presents a Feminist reading as
it focuses on the representation of gender roles.
This is shown when it says, “your husband is in
the study” and “his fourth visit home in as many
months”. The reference to the “study” tells us that
men have white-collar jobs. White-collar jobs
are considered high-status, which suggests that
the men in the extract are higher status than the
women.
Jasmine also says that her husband has had his
“fourth visit home” in four months, which she expresses with happiness. Her happiness suggests
that he normally comes home less than this. As he
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only comes home once a month, he doesn’t contribute much to raising the children or cleaning
the house. In society, women often take the role of
looking after the house. While this is changing in
society, the roles in Noughts and Crosses are presented in a stereotypical and outdated way.
The women, in this extract, have to do more of
the work. While Meggie is working as a cleaner
“She looked out across the vast lawn at Callum and
Sephy. Her son and her employer’s daughter”. This
shows that Meggie is expected to bring her child
to work, juggling a job and childcare. There are a
lot of expectations on women in this extract.
Jasmine, on the other hand, fulfils the stereotype of a woman as she is in the house. However,
because she is wealthy, she doesn’t have to juggle
work and childcare. Perhaps Blackman is trying to
show that Meggie, who represents a poor woman,
struggles the most. Blackman, as the daughter of
immigrants, is likely to have experienced a similar
situation. She may have experienced discrimination as she grew up poor, black and female.
In conclusion, the literary theories explored have
been Marxism and Feminism. Post-colonial literary theory would also be appropriate, but Marxism
and Feminism were selected because feminism is
clearly presented through the relationship between
the Hadley husband and wife. Marxism is also presented through the job roles in the extract.
As a piece of dystopian writing, these theories
are important as the men are out working whereas
the women as at home looking after the children
or cleaning. At this point, women don’t have equal
rights to men as they are called ‘fragile’ or told to
stay home to cook or clear. She is perhaps warning
of a return to old gender roles.

Martha W – awarded a 2:1
This essay will be analysing an extract from the
book Noughts and Crosses, by Malorie Blackman.
The book is a fictional story set in a 21st-centuary
parallel universe, which is in contrast to the one we
are familiar with. However, we learn that there are
aspects where life is very similar to our society but
with one key difference. The inequality that exists
between different races in our world is reversed.
Where black people in our society struggle for
equality, they are hold the power in this text. The
focus of my analysis when looking in this extract,
will be using the following three literary theory’s:
Marxism, feminism and post-colonialism. These
theories are a good match when considering the
themes within this extract.
In the book the theory there is a clear comparison to Marxism, which focuses on the struggle
between those in power and the working class.
There is mention in the context of the book that
there are different classes of people, the Noughts
and the Crosses. This can be seen in the quote
‘Meggie smiled sympathetically, making sure to
keep her mouth well and truly shut.’ This can tell
us that Meggie perhaps fears the class above her
and is afraid of saying something she should not
express. The extract is set in the home of a per-
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son called Mrs Hadley, who is clearly the more
respected and higher-classed person between her
and Meggie. This is a relationship where Meggie
works as a help for Mrs Hadley. Although the two
appear to have a good friendship, the fact that Mrs
Hadley also has secretary helps us understand that
she is someone of importance. We can see a clear
divide in the two types of classes as Meggie knows
to be careful, such as when or when not to do
things like smile, laugh and talk. Even though Mrs
Hadley tells us that they are good friends, which
can be seen when Mrs Hadley says, ‘It’s lucky we
are such good friends!’, there is not so much of a
clear divide in classes in the extract until we are
introduced to Meggie’s and Mrs Hadley’s children
who are outside, playing as the two adults are talking. This is demonstrated in the text when it says,
‘Her son and the employer’s daughter. They were
good friends playing together. Real good friends.’
What is interesting at this point is that there are
no barriers or differences as far as the children can
see. The struggles and divide between society is not
something that children are aware of. However,
the text that immediately follows is, ‘No barriers.
No boundaries. Not yet anyway.’ This can then tell
us that the friendship between these two will see
differences between them when they are older, and
they will soon learn the struggles of their society.
Also, it leads us to believe that in the future, it forbodes events that might sabotage their friendship,
again showing us that the clear divide in society is
not something children are accustomed to. All this
is sympathetic to the theory of Marxism, where
the divide in society and the fear between classes is large, as people who are higher up in society,
for example Mrs Hadley, are afraid of losing their
position or job, or perhaps she fears moving down
within society. This can help explain why there is
such a clear divide in the classes.
Another literary theory that is evident in the
text is feminism which focuses on and aims to understand the nature of gender inequality. We can
see this theory is evident when we look at this extract, particularly in the conversation between Mrs
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Hadley and Meggie. In the text, the two are at Mrs
Hadley’s home. When the secretary announced
that Kamal, Mrs Hadley’s husband, is returning
home, we learn that it is the man who is working, while she is at home. This implies that there
is gender inequality. We can infer this when the
text it says ‘His fourth visit home in many months!
We’re honoured!’ This suggests that Kamal Hadley
is not home very often, showing us that perhaps he
cares more about his work then he does his family.
This is supported when we learn that Meggie does
not want to, ‘get in the middle of another inevitable squabble between Kamal Hadley and his
wife’, meaning that the two do not enjoy a good
relationship and may explain why he rarely visits
home. The adjective ‘many’ in the quote makes
the reader think that Mrs Hadley has lost track of
time whilst her husband is away, which also makes
us think that she has nothing to occupy her mind
when Kamal Hadley is out working, implying that
she does not work herself. We can also see more
of feminism theory when Kamal Hadley arrives
home from being at work. It tells us in the quote,
‘Mrs Hadley stood up and made her way into the
house’ and ‘His fourth visit home in many months!
We’re honoured!’ that as soon as the man of the
house comes home everything must halt immediately. This shows that men have more power over
women and illustrates the gender inequality is in
the book. When we look a little closer, there is
also a sense of gender inequality between the two
main women in this text, Meggie and Mrs Hadley. Despite their apparent friendship, each woman
knows her place. When we read Mrs Hadley say,
‘The Things I tell you, Meggie, it’s lucky we’re such
good friends!’ this implies there are things they are
not supposed to discuss.
The Final literary theory considered in this essay is post-colonialism. This focuses on how the
colonial powers can influence and control people
from different backgrounds. Although the extract
is just a small portion of the book, there is still clear
evidence of division between races. When we read
of, ‘No barriers. No boundaries. Not yet anyway’,
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we can see that although these children are unaware of their circumstances, their adult lives will
see one of them in a position of authority over
the other. When we consider post-colonialism, we
can see how all the power is typically given to one
race, where one race is considered better than the
other. This makes it difficult for the lesser race to
reverse roles or be equal. In the text we see Meggie,
who shows that she knows her place in this society when we read, ‘making sure to keep her mouth
well and truly shut.’ She does not want to cross
the boundaries between them or cause trouble, as
she knows that she is not an equal compared to
Mrs Hadley.
The ideas presented in this text have provided many opportunities to draw similarities with
several literary theories. We have seen how with
Marxism represents the division between classes,
and how individuals conform to their position in
society. Despite a clear friendship between the
characters, Meggie and Mrs Handley, they still had
boundaries, and when others were around, they
were quick to fall back to their expected positions.
We saw when we were introduced to the husband
as he arrived home, everything stopped, implying
that men command more power than women. We
were also able to draw conclusions when considering feminism, that there were differences between
the responsibilities of the wife and husband. Interestingly, there was also evidence of gender inequality between Mrs Hadley and Meggie. When
we considered post-colonialism, we saw a bigger
picture within their society, of the split between
races portrayed in the book. The characters could
not see a future for their children without boundaries. It seemed that there was a clear separation
between races. The power balance was clearly with
those that were born into the higher class. There
was no apparent hope of social mobility for those
who were born without privilege. All these literary
theories could be applied to other books in a similar genre, as the concept of other worlds parallel
universes brings unlimited possibilities.
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Lower School

Ms Minton writes:
A couple of weekends ago, Kyle in Year 7 had an amazing experience
driving super-fast cars at the world famous Elvington Airfield. He
experienced the thrill of speed in a Lamborghini, Ferrari and his favourite, the Nissan
GTR.
He drove along straight sections of the track and also slalomed around cones which required skill when driving at speed.
He drove a number of laps of the circuit with an instructor alongside. He is not sure how fast he went, but it felt very fast.
Allegedly, the Ferrari had
squeaky brakes. The cars were
really cool and there were
lots of people admiring them,
although there was a safety
barrier so people didn’t get too
close.
Kyle really enjoyed the event,
which was a special treat and
he would recommend it to
everyone. He is now saving up
to buy his own car when he is
old enough!
Ms Minton
Head of Lower School
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Transition Update
We have enjoyed having the Year 6 pupils at Woldgate this week. Here are a
range of photographs of the event, looking forward to seeing all Year 6 pupils
start with us in September.
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Sixth Form

Miss Smith writes:
I am always incredibly impressed by the range of talents evident
within our Sixth Form and the extent to which our young people balance
the demands of A-Level study with events and hobbies outside of school. As we
approach the summer holidays and we might be considering trips to the coast with
our families I felt it was timely to share Caleb’s story with you and the dedication he
has demonstrated towards qualifying as a lifeguard.
With courage, nothing is impossible
Growing up in and around the sea, I could say it was in my blood, but that’s just because
of the amount I’ve accidentally swallowed over the years. In reality, my Grandad was
a chief engineer who led the sidewinder trawlers out of Hull during the cod wars, my
Grandma signed me up for StormForce (the RNLI’s children’s membership) before I was
born and, we have a house at Filey. That’s a lot of water influence. Filey is the biggest
factor in my love of the sea – I had my first 6 months playing on the beach, Mum used
to walk for miles with me in the surf and Dad, well he did the crazy Dad’s run when we
heard the emergency maroons sound. He’d bundle me into my buggy and off we’d dash,
to see the ’big lifeboat’ launch.
I actually love everything to do with water. I started bodyboarding when I was four and,
got my first proper board after a wet and windy trip to Cornwall to see the lifeguards
on Perranporth beach. It was bucketing down with rain but the guys still chatted to me
about Seaside Rescue – my favourite TV programme at the time.
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Filey had its own lifeguards, but they weren’t quite
as famous as the TV ones, then I met a crazy bloke
named Chris. That’s him [on the right] in the middle
with the Filey team in 2009/10, helping with my school
Summer project of taking the class “teddy” on exciting
adventures. Chris spent ages talking me through the
million questions I had. I got to sit on the quad bike and
go in the RNLI pickup – what a top day! He asked if I
surfed (Mum and Dad will never forgive him for that) so, that was it. I definitely wanted surf lessons and, I definitely wanted to
be a lifeguard and work with the RNLI.
I started Rookie Lifeguard training here in Pocklington when I was 11, then transferred to the RLSS (Royal Life Saving Society)
courses at Bootham in York. I’ve just completed my silver awards for emergency life support care, survive and save techniques
and sports swimming. I’ll start my gold qualifications this month.
In January I also started training to become a RNLI
Beach Lifeguard. I was lucky enough to get support
from former Olympian, Chris Cook. He put together
a brilliant programme for me—I was swimming at
least four times a week, both in the sea and pool.
The sea temperatures weren’t quite in double figures
so I needed a full winter wetsuit, hood, boots and
gloves – these tend to restrict your movement and
slow you down a bit, but are absolutely essential for
the North Sea. I swam at weekends, in the evening
and, before school. I had to do a 6-day course over
February half-term, when the weather was freezing
and the waves were huge. I passed that and was put
forward for the RNLI assessment itself. After a tough interview, I beat my best swim time and was offered a Summer position
that covers Filey, Bridlington, Scarborough and Cayton. I’ve also had to complete a 2-day induction and 3-day Casualty Care
course, which means I’m trained to junior paramedic level. I can now intubate unconscious people (the plastic tube thing) and
administer pain-killing drugs. There are also continuous assessments over Summer to make sure I stay fit enough to hit the
timed swims. So much for Mum just thinking I had to look pretty in a wetsuit... It’s been really hard work, but great fun. I’ve met
some awesome people and am part of a brilliant team who work together on the East Coast.
My first actual day as a RNLI lifeguard was on Friday 3rd June on my home turf of Filey beach. Here’s a picture of me in the
lifeguard hut. I had the biggest grin on my face all day, it was ace. It felt amazing that after wanting something since I was tiny,
I was now doing it for real.
Top Tips for staying safe at the beach this Summer
1.

Swim with friends

2.

Swim on a lifeguarded beach

3.

‘Float to Live’

@EYSixthForm

eysixthform

Issue 288 July 2022

Page 18

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Newsletter

Issue 288 July 2022
Of great merit,
character and value

Let’s look at these in a bit more detail:
1.

Swim with friends – not only is this loads more fun, having someone around if things go wrong is a big help. We always
have our phones with us, so make sure you take yours with you to the beach. Waterproof cases are pretty cheap and you
can dial the emergency services through the cover without getting your phone wet. Always tell someone where you’re
going and what time you’re likely to be back.

2.

Swim on a lifeguarded beach – the RNLI lifeguards cover more than 240 beaches across the UK, from 10.00am until
6.00pm each day over Summer. Check out the RNLI website (https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeguarded-beaches) for
the full list, they’re in alphabetical order so easy to find. Swimming between the red and yellow flags means someone is
constantly checking that area for anyone who might be struggling. Raise your arms to attract attention and help will be
on the way. The lifeguards know tide times, water currents, important local safety information etc. and, have all the first
aid kit needed to deal with any situation.

3.

‘Float to Live‘– a really important water safety message from the RNLI. Cold water shock and panicking can take your
breath away and make you tired quickly. Remember to roll onto your back and try to control your breathing, so you relax
a bit. You can stay afloat for ages, definitely long enough for the alarm to be raised and someone to come to your rescue.

Enjoy the holidays everyone!
Miss K Smith
Head of Sixth Form
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As part of the Skills for Life programme at the school,
pupils focus on one of six key skills per half term. These
are skills that have been highlighted by employers and
industry bodies as vital skills for the workplace that young
people often lack. The focus for this half term is creativity.
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Skills for Life update

NI

A family of schools
with shared values

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual
respect and tolerance.

S

Mr Barrett writes:
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Update
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Of great merit,
character and value
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Reach for the STARS Posterv6 copy.pdf
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To do this we will:
Always be honest and fair.
Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.
Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.
Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an eﬀective role in our local, national and
global communities.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.
To do this we will:
Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.
Arrive on time for lessons.
Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.
Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our
ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

A

K

APPEARANCE
Of great Value.

RESPONSIBILITY

The July parent pack from the apprenticeship’s website is
now available for download. This month it features a look
at which apprenticeships are available in the care sector

Of great Character.

To do this we will:
Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.
Do our homework quickly and return it on time.
Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.
Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and ﬁnancial awareness, in order to
understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences
that await us in later life.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another
harm through our words or actions.

S

SAFETY

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/
resources-for-parents

To do this we will:
Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.
Wear the correct uniform at all times.
Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.
Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our
achievements, developing our own self-conﬁdence and self-esteem.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own
behaviour and learning.

R

Careers update

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our
appearance.

Of great Value.

To do this we will:
Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.
Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use oﬀensive language.
Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible,
whilst travelling to and from school.
Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and
prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.

Please find below the schedule of the final talks of the academic year, organised by Speakers for Schools. Although the talks
happen during the school day, recordings of the talks can be accessed from their library and the link is:
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/vtalks-video-library/

Upcoming Talks
DATE

SPEAKER

INFO

Tuesday 5th July

Predict 22 talk- Future of Flying.
Siobhan Fitzpatrick, Chief Digital &
Marketing Officer, Virgin Atlantic

Are you interested in aviation? Perhaps you are
interested in learning more about airlines and how
they work. Join us for a broadcast with Siobhan to
find out how the industry has changed the way it
uses technology over time and what her predictions
are for the future of flying!

10-10:45am

For KS3-5

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool
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DATE

SPEAKER

INFO

Wednesday 6th July

Olivia Pinkney, Chief Constable,
Hampshire Constabulary

Are you interested in a career in the police?
Would you like to know what it’s like to be a Chief
Constable? Watch our broadcast with Olivia Pinkney
to learn about her insights into working in the
police, and what the future of the role could look
like for you.

10:15-10:50am

For KS3-5

Friday 8th July
2-2:45pm

Creative Careers Summer festival
broadcast with Richard Waterworth,
General Manager, TikTok UK
For KS3-5

Monday 11th July
10-10:45am

Jasmine Dotiwala, Broadcaster,
Producer, Director and Columnist
For KS4-5

Join us for a broadcast with the General Manager of
TikTok EU! Find out about Richard’s career journey
and why creativity matters. Richard is excited
to answer your questions during the pupil Q&A
session.
Jasmine has over 25 years of experience as a Head
of department, manager, broadcaster, producer,
director and columnist at brands like Netflix UK,
Media Trust, Channel 4 News, MTV and more.
In this talk, Jasmine will discuss her work and career
journey in the media industry. Jasmine is excited to
receive your questions and answer queries about
working in the media.

Tuesday 19th July
2-2:45pm

Austin Daboh, Executive Vice
President, Atlantic Records UK

Details TBC

For KS4-5

		

Accelerated Reader… The results are in!
Total words read: 50, 172, 850 (+3,544,483 since last week)
Reader of the week: Sophie D (7SAM)
Form of the week: 7RPA

Year group leader boards (words read since September) – Change of leader board!

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

1. 7RPA – 2,984,259

1. 8DLN – 7,379,639

1. 9JMR – 3,782,550

2. 7BER – 2,799,364

2. 8BSC – 4,431,469

2. 9HTA – 2,392,959

3. 7NTE – 2,629,853

3. 8SJW – 4,090,763

3. 9LCH –1,395,874

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool
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MEMORY L ANE
Our image this week
takes us back to the
1970s and one of the
first computers at
Woldgate School.
Many of you
will remember
Commodore
computers like
this as well as BBC
Acorns. We now have
many rooms full of
computers for pupils
to use to complete
their work – all with
internet access and
many times more
powerful.
office@woldgate.net

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

WoldgateSchool
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Rewards
Acts of Great

Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit,
character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and
achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils
understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and
a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT

315,358

CHARACTER

26,877

VALUE

39,170

TOTAL
REWARD
POINTS:

644,432

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for
exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute
to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

140,053

136,941
144,882

120,709

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

125,576

WoldgateSchool
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Acts of Great Merit

Acts of Great Value

The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially
deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production
of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an
outstanding assessment outcome.

The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those
acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For
instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence,
to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week
are:

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week
are:

Year 7:		

Lola Higson

Year 7:		

Rose Donarski

Year 8:		

Jaime-Leigh Welford

Year 8:		

Harriet Oldroyd

Year 9:		

Evie Wood

Year 9:		

Dan Bond

Year 10:

Joshua Richards

Year 10:

Felix Jones

Year 12:

Abbie Beadman

Year 12:

Abbie Beadman

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example,
demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively
engaging with the wider community.
The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this
week are:
Year 7:		

Cole Dobbins

Year 8:		

Lewis Fewster

Year 9:		

Ellie McNeil

Year 10:

Lily Featherstone

Year 12:

Harrison Banks

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate

Please discuss these values with
your child, and do regularly look
at your child’s rewards on the
ClassCharts Parents’ App.
Every week, our Newsletter
and weekly pupil briefing
highlights examples of our pupils
demonstrating each of these
values, and we encourage all of
our pupils to embody each of
these values in everything they do.

WoldgateSchool
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Mrs L Cavanagh

Mrs A Carlill

Miss G Parkin

07790 987139

07980 702715

07790 987137

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

acarlill@woldgate.net

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 10

Year 11

Sixth Form

Mr M Elwers

Mrs H Cross

Mrs S Clark

07790 987131

07790 987142

07790 987009

melwers@woldgate.net

hcross@woldgate.net

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright
07790 987007
cwright@woldgate.net

www.woldgate.net

@Woldgate
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